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Welcome and Updates 

Dr. Robbie Fletcher

Commissioner of Education



2025 Town Hall Dates

Jan. 15: Central Kentucky Educational Cooperative (CKEC)

Jan. 16: Kentucky Valley Educational Cooperative (KVEC)

Jan. 21: Green River Regional Educational Cooperative (GRREC)

Jan. 22: Kentucky Educational Development Corporation (KEDC)

Jan. 27: Hybrid Spanish Town Hall 

Jan. 29: Ohio Valley Educational Cooperative (OVEC)

Jan. 30: West Kentucky Educational Cooperative (WKEC)



KDE SEEK Roadshow

• Jan. 22: Kentucky Valley Educational Cooperative (KVEC) – Hazard

• Jan. 24: Ohio Valley Educational Cooperative (OVEC) – Shelbyville

• Feb. 5: Green River Regional Educational Cooperative (GRREC) – Bowling Green

• Feb. 13: Central Kentucky Educational Cooperative (CKEC) – Lexington

• Feb. 19: Northern Kentucky Educational Cooperative (NKEC) – Cold Springs

• Feb. 26: West Kentucky Educational Cooperative (WKEC) – Murray



Boone County’s Jenna Stewart Receives $25,000 
Milken Family Foundation National Educator Award

• Jenna Stewart, a 5th-grade mathematics teacher at 
Longbranch Elementary School (Boone County), was 
celebrated on Dec. 11 as the latest Kentucky 
educator to receive the Milken Family Foundation 
National Educator Award.

• Stewart was presented with the award, which includes 
a $25,000 unrestricted cash prize, in a surprise 
ceremony at her school that included students, 
faculty, and district and community leaders.

• The prestigious award, hailed as the “Oscars of 
Teaching,” was presented by Kentucky Commissioner 
of Education Robbie Fletcher, First Lady of Kentucky 
Britainy Beshear and Milken Educator Awards Senior 
Vice President Jane Foley.



2024 National Computer Science Report Highlights 
Kentucky’s Achievements

• The 2024 State of Computer Science Education report shows 
Kentucky continues to make progress in bringing computer science 
opportunities to students and ensuring all students have the chance 
to participate in these courses.

• Kentucky has enacted seven of the 10 recommended policies 
outlined by the Code.org Advocacy Coalition. States that implement 
seven or more policies have seen a significant increase in the 
percentage of high schools offering computer science courses.

• The Code.org national report also found that in 2024, 76% of public 
high schools in Kentucky provided foundational computer science 
courses, with 76% of those high schools residing in rural 
communities, well above the national average for those school types. 
Additionally, 34% of students participating in these courses were 
female, again a gain from previous years and above the national 
average.

• Read more about the report on Kentucky Teacher.

https://advocacy.code.org/stateofcs/
chrome-extension://efaidnbmnnnibpcajpcglclefindmkaj/https:/code.org/assets/advocacy/making_cs_foundational_2024.pdf
chrome-extension://efaidnbmnnnibpcajpcglclefindmkaj/https:/code.org/assets/advocacy/making_cs_foundational_2024.pdf
https://www.kentuckyteacher.org/news/2024/12/2024-national-computer-science-report-highlights-kentuckys-achievements/


KDE Updates 

Jennifer Ginn

KDE Director of Communications



Competitive Grants from KDE
FY25 Kentucky AED Grant

• Grant applications due: Feb. 28, 4 p.m. ET

• Award Amount: $2,000 per AED award.

• Matching Funds Requirement: No

The Kentucky Automated External Defibrillators (AED) Grant will assist districts with the 
purchase of new devices when none are presently available; replace AEDs that are more 
than 8 years old; and increase the inventory of such devices all to improve survival rates 
in the event of a cardiac event.

FY25 Kentucky Numeracy Counts Grant

• Grant applications due: March 6, 4 p.m. ET

• Award Amount: $70,000 per awarded district

• Matching Funds Requirement: No

The Kentucky Numeracy Counts Fund grant shall only be used to purchase approved 

high-quality research and evidence-based curriculum aligned to kindergarten through 

grade 3 academic standards in mathematics and expenditures for curriculum-based 

professional learning to implement a new curriculum.

More information about grants can be found on the

KDE Competitive Grants webpage or by emailing Jennifer Bryant.

https://education.ky.gov/districts/business/pages/competitive%20grants%20from%20kde.aspx
mailto:jennifer.bryant@education.ky.gov


Nominations Open for 2025 Robinson Award 
for Diversity and Equity in Public Education

• The Kentucky Board of Education is accepting 
nominations for the 2025 Robinson Award for 
Diversity and Equity in Public Education.

• The criteria for the Robinson Award includes, but is 
not limited to:
• Successful efforts in closing socioeconomic and/or racial 

achievement gaps; and
• Significantly improving student learning, student 

achievement or other measured outcomes among 
students of color or economically disadvantaged 
students.

• Nominations will be accepted through Jan. 15. 
Nominations can be made through the 2025 Samuel 
Robinson Award for Diversity and Equity in Public 
Education Google form.

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSfjBLIdSIANR5rawnDmzOVmNQclApNW6YBtS4qW6BFyseQdAw/closedform
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSfjBLIdSIANR5rawnDmzOVmNQclApNW6YBtS4qW6BFyseQdAw/closedform
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSfjBLIdSIANR5rawnDmzOVmNQclApNW6YBtS4qW6BFyseQdAw/closedform


2025 Legislative Session

Bryan Perry, Ph.D.

KDE Director of Government Relations



2025 Regular Session Schedule 

• Part I convened on Tuesday, Jan. 7

• Part II convenes on Tuesday, Feb. 4

• The last day for introduction of new Senate bills is Tuesday, Feb. 18

• The last day for introduction of new House bills is Wednesday, Feb. 19

• The concurrence days are Thursday and Friday, March 13 and 14;

• The veto recess is March 15-26; and

• The 29th and 30th (sine die) legislative days are Thursday and Friday, 
March 27 and 28.



How to Follow Along
• Session calendar and committee schedule:

• https://legislature.ky.gov/Schedules-
Calendars/Pages/default.aspx 
• House Primary and Secondary Education will meet on Wednesdays at 8 a.m. ET.
• House A&R will meet on Tuesdays at 10 a.m. ET.
• Senate Education will meet on Thursdays at 10:30 a.m. ET.
• Senate A&R will meet on Wednesdays at 10 a.m. ET.

• How to watch committee meetings
• KET: https://ket.org/legislature/

• LRC YouTube site 

• How to follow bills
• https://apps.legislature.ky.gov/record/25rs/record.html

https://legislature.ky.gov/Schedules-Calendars/Pages/default.aspx
https://legislature.ky.gov/Schedules-Calendars/Pages/default.aspx
https://ket.org/legislature/
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCmnoJBrwFmd7JK0HA9KcPaw
https://apps.legislature.ky.gov/record/25rs/record.html


Committee Changes

• House split the Education Committee 

• Primary and Secondary Education committee 

• Rep. Scott Lewis will chair

• Former superintendent of Hancock County and Ohio County

• Rep. Mike Clines will vice-chair
• 27 years with the Roman Catholic Diocese of Covington school system as a teacher, 

guidance counselor and principal

• Postsecondary Education committee

• Rep. James Tipton will chair

• Rep. Shane Baker will vice-chair



Education Committee Members
SENATE

•  Stephen West - Chair

•  Lindsey Tichenor - Vice Chair

•  Danny Carroll

•  David P. Givens

•  Jimmy Higdon

•  Stephen Meredith

•  Gerald A. Neal

•  Steve Rawlings

•  Aaron Reed

•  Reginald Thomas

•  Gex Williams

•  Mike Wilson

•  Max Wise 

HOUSE PRIMARY AND SECONDARY EDUCATION

• Scott Lewis - Chair

•  Mike Clines - Vice Chair

•  Tina Bojanowski

•  Steve Bratcher

•  Emily Callaway

•  Josh Calloway

•  Adrielle Camuel

•  Steven Doan

•  Ken Fleming

•  Daniel Grossberg

•  David Hale

•  Kevin Jackson

•  Marianne Proctor

•  Felicia Rabourn

•  Steve Riley

•  James Tipton

•  Timmy Truett

•  Lisa Willner



Likely Topics

• School improvement/innovation

• Teacher and principal mentoring

• Cell phones and related devices

• Certification

• Praxis as a requirement

• Easing the process for out of state certificate holders

• English-language students



Questions

• Brian Perry, Ph.D., Director of Government Relations, Office of the 
Commissioner

• brian.perry@education.ky.gov 

mailto:brian.perry@education.ky.gov


Automated External 
Defibrillator Funding

Associate Commissioner Matt Ross

KDE Office of Finance and Operations



AED Funds

• House Bill 1 (2024) provides $2.5 million in 2024-2025 for the 
purchase of automated external defibrillators (AEDs) for public 
schools. 



AED Request for Applications (RFA)

Date Event Location Participation

January 2, 2025 RFA released Online N/A

January 10, 2025, at 10 A.M. Technical assistance webinar Online
(link on competitive grants page)

Attending the TA session is 
strongly recommended

January 17, 2024 Questions deadline Email N/A

On or around January 24, 2025 FAQ posted Online recommended

February 28, 2025 Application deadline Send to KDE Required

March 10-14, 2025 Application review and scoring Online N/A

On or around April 4, 2025
Awardees are posted to KDE 
Competitive Grant Awards 
webpage.

Online N/A

May 2025 MOA process (KDE & LEA) N/A Districts

June 2025 Funding available to LEA N/A Districts

https://www.education.ky.gov/districts/business/Pages/Competitive%20Grant%20Awards.aspx
https://www.education.ky.gov/districts/business/Pages/Competitive%20Grant%20Awards.aspx


Communicating College and Career 
Opportunities to Kentucky Students

Jessica Fletcher, MPA



The Task …

• Create a comprehensive communications strategy to better equip high school 
students with the necessary knowledge to successfully transition to 
postsecondary. 

• Catalyze a statewide, cross-agency campaign to improve FAFSA completion rates 
and access to FAFSA data for schools and districts.

• Strengthen local and regional partnerships among high schools, institutions and 
the workforce to expand access, advising and support to early postsecondary 
opportunities.

In response to the 2021 recommendations by the Commonwealth Education 
Continuum, the team set out to ... 



The Need …

There are many unconnected online resources but there has never been a 
mechanism to connect the dots for our citizens to help them on their 
paths to a sustainable career. 



Objective
To create a platform that Kentuckians 
can use to visualize their paths from 
classroom to career.

Goal
To increase Kentucky’s educational 
attainment and labor force 
participation rates so they meet or 
exceed the national average. 

Choose Your 
Career Path 

Career exploration 
for K-12 students, 
adult learners & 

military veterans.

Continue Your 
Education

Find your major and 
choose a school, 
find financial aid 

options. 

Start Your 
Career

Create your resume, 
land the interview 
and land the job 

you’ve been 
working toward.



Meet Futuriti



Live Demo

Futuriti.org

https://futuriti.org/public/page/b3024aa0-5a63-4988-b307-ea7277aae4d0


How does it work? 
Futuriti is divided into 3 sections. Each section explains the process 
of going from classroom to career.

• Choose Your Career Path – Helps Kentuckians choose paths that 
align with their knowledge, skills and abilities and meet their 
financial needs. 

• Continue Your Education – Helps students plan for college and 
technical training and provides information on enrollment, financial 
aid and academic success.

• Start Your Career – Provides information about how to improve 
your chances of getting hired and links to the Kentucky Career 
Center’s job bank, as well as links for veterans, disabled 
Kentuckians, parents with childcare needs and more. 



What does Futuriti offer? 

- Links to career aptitude tests and cost of living calculators.

-  High-demand career information.

-  Information about grants, scholarships and other sources of college aid.

-  Tutorials on admissions and enrollment.

-  Links to job search resources, such as the Kentucky Career Center.

-  Tips on resume creation, interviewing and more!

-  Resources for counselors, parents and educators.



Choose Your Career Path



Plan for Your Future



Kentucky’s High-Demand Career Sectors



How can Futuriti be used by schools? 

- Share with students in classrooms.

- Lesson plans will be available.  

- Place posters and digital banners in buildings. 

- Share promotions on social media and in emails.

- Host career fairs and invite us to participate. 



You’re 
Invited!

Please join us on 
Tuesday, February 4, 
at 10 a.m. ET in the 
Capitol Rotunda to 
celebrate the launch 
of an innovative and 
transformational new 
resource for career 
and education 
planning.



Human Trafficking 
Awareness

Christina Weeter 

KDE Office of Continuous Improvement and Support



Human Trafficking Awareness (2)
• Overview

• Child Trafficking is a reality in all 50 states and Washington, D.C.

• Schools are a critical place where safe adults can notice warning signs.

• January is National Human Trafficking Awareness Month

• On Shared Hope International’s Report Card on Child & Youth Sex Trafficking, Kentucky 
scored a D overall, in part due to a lack of prevention and training efforts, particularly 
in schools. 

• Poster Requirement for Schools

• KRS 156.095 requires public schools to display the National Human Trafficking 
Reporting Hotline.

• KDE created a poster for schools to use that includes a student-friendly definition of 
trafficking. It also includes both the National Human Trafficking Hotline and the 
Kentucky Child abuse hotline.

https://www.acf.hhs.gov/otip/outreach-material/2025-human-trafficking-prevention-month-toolkit
https://sharedhope.org/
https://apps.legislature.ky.gov/law/statutes/statute.aspx?id=55389
https://humantraffickinghotline.org/en/report-trafficking
https://humantraffickinghotline.org/en/report-trafficking


Human Trafficking Awareness: Resources

• Downloadable Poster

• Spanish version forthcoming

• One-Page Protocol for Schools

• Warning Signs & Responses

• KDE Human Trafficking webpage

• Links to poster, protocol and other resources

• Human Trafficking in America’s Schools (PDF)

• What Schools Can Do To Prevent, Respond, and Help 
Students To Recover From Human Trafficking

https://www.education.ky.gov/school/sdfs/Pages/Human-Trafficking.aspx
https://www.ed.gov/sites/ed/files/documents/human-trafficking/human-trafficking-americas-schools.pdf


Human Trafficking Awareness: Next Steps

• Ensure all schools display Human 
Trafficking Prevention Posters.

• Ensure that all adults in your buildings 
receive a copy of the one-page protocol 
for schools.

• Consider incorporating training into your 
schools’ professional development plan.

• Explore options for prevention 
education for students.



Kentucky K-12 Digital 
Readiness Report

Associate Commissioner David Couch and Robert 
Hackworth

KDE Office of Education Technology



DIGITAL READINESS TRENDS
2024-2025



ACCESS DIGITAL READINESSDIGITAL READINESS TRENDS 2024-2025



DIGITAL READINESS INFOGRAPHICDIGITAL READINESS TRENDS 2024-2025



TECHNOLOGY ACTIVITY REPORT SPOTLIGHTDIGITAL READINESS TRENDS 2024-2025

*$56.6M decrease over prior school year



Devices: Staff & Students

2023-2024

Chrome - 881,232 (79.9%) 

Windows - 141,770 (12.8%)

Mac - 16,487 (1.5%)

iOS - 60,610 (5.5%)

Android - 3,251  (.3%)

2024-2025

Chrome - 909,197 (80.7%) 

Windows - 136,562 (12.1%)

Mac - 17,502 (1.6%)

iOS - 60,537 (5.4%)

Android - 2,996  (.3%)

Total = 1,126,838

3.2% YOY growth

DEVICES: STAFF & STUDENTS

2.1% YOY growth

DIGITAL READINESS TRENDS 2024-2025



Devices: Staff & Students (2)

DEVICES: STAFF & STUDENTS

Here's a simplified breakdown of the 

percentage changes from 2014 to 2024:

● Windows: -39.6% (decrease)

● Mac: -42.6% (decrease)

● Chrome: 4869.1% (increase)

● iOS: -33.8% (decrease)

DIGITAL READINESS TRENDS 2024-2025



Statewide Online Testing

2022-2023

829,364

2023-2024

908,797

2024-2025

931,429

DIGITAL READINESS TRENDS 2024-2025



Connectivity

SCHOOL WAN CONNECTIONS

Schools w/ Wifi for 

1:1 

99.86%

DIGITAL READINESS TRENDS 2024-2025



Student Internet Access
... at home and beyond campus

1.19%7.5k

*11.1k more kids have access than previous year. 

22.5k

DIGITAL READINESS TRENDS 2024-2025

3.5%
*6k more kids have access than previous year. 



The People Side… 

DIGITAL READINESS TRENDS 2024-2025



The People Side… (2) 

22 people down from last year

DIGITAL READINESS TRENDS 2024-2025



The People Side… (3) 

People Side Spending
Amount spent as a percentage of the whole increased 

from 17% to 20%

Slightly Up

DIGITAL READINESS TRENDS 2024-2025



Student Digital Experiences

DIGITAL READINESS TRENDS 2024-2025



Student Digital Experiences (2)

2021-2022

DIGITAL READINESS TRENDS 2024-2025



#DigCit

170 districts report meaningful 

implementations 

with students.

...4… we still want to work with you if you were not 

able to report YES in this area.

DIGITAL READINESS TRENDS 2024-2025



Security Baseline ….. not publicly reported 

DIGITAL READINESS TRENDS 2024-2025



Biggest Phish in the Tank: Keep Your 
Fingers Out and Your School Safe

Robert Hackworth, Chief Information Officer

KDE Office of Education Technology



Kentucky K-12 Connected 
User Experience System

Associate Commissioner David Couch and Chuck Austin 

KDE Office of Education Technology



Connected User Experience

Identity Provisioning Secure Single Sign On Cloud iDP



Connected User Experience System (CUES)

Vision: To implement a state-funded K12-Centric Identity Management Framework serving all public school 

districts with a twofold purpose to ensure that all participants in our learning environment (students, 

teachers and staff) have secure access to the technology resources needed as they enter our facilities, and 

also to provide avenues for teachers to keep students engaged and connected to our Education Technology 

resources.

Four primary goals:

 

● Goal #1: Establish a single secure identity for all students, teachers, and staff 

 

● Goal #2: Automate the timely creation and removal of these identities by integrating directly with MUNIS 

(staff) and Infinite Campus (students)

 

● Goal #3: Deliver “K12-Centric” features and functions

● Goal #4: Establish role-appropriate cybersecurity standards and protective identity security measures



Connected User Experience System (CUES) (2)

Frictionless Experience
Context Based Authentication from K-1 
to High Privilege authentication 
controls.

• Establish a single, secure, cloud-based 

identity 

• Age-appropriate authentication & app 

launch options

• Platform Agnostic

Rapid Access & Separation
Zero-Day Start and Automated 
Compliance with Access Policies for All 
Identities (Staff, Students, Guardians, 
Contractors, etc.)

End User Empowerment
Self-Service Password Management 
and Delegated Administration

Simplifying the Complex
Any Source System, Any Target 
System, With Data Validation and 
Clean Up

• Delegated & Self-service account 

management

• Phishing Protection

• Provisioning from pre-existing 

authoritative sources (MUNIS/IC)

• Connecting our big systems 

together

*KETS-Funded State Standard

• Zero-Day access

• Appropriate levels of 

Identity Security

• Single (automated) point for both 

on-boarding and off-boarding staff 

and students



Identity Automation strives to empower educators and students everywhere with access to secure, reliable and flexible learning environments. The 

RapidIdentity platform was purpose-built to help K-12 and higher education institutions solve their identity and access management (IAM) challenges with best-

in-class security capabilities, time-saving automations and a flexible approach to managing digital identities.

20+ Years
In the Education

Industry

500+ Institutions
 Leader in 

Education IAM

10,000,000
   Education Identities

Secured

Frictionless Experience
Context Based Authentication from K-
1 to High Privilege authentication 
controls.

Rapid Access
Zero-Day Start and Automated Compliance 
with Access Policies for All Identities (Staff, 
Students, Guardians, Contractors, etc.)

End User Empowerment
Self-Service Password Management 
and Delegated Administration

Simplifying the Complex
Any Source System, Any Target System, 
With Data Validation and Clean Up

l  Confidential

60



IC

TECH

MUNIS

IC + MUNIS + TECH

CUES



Planning Phase Enablement & Beyond

KDE 
Actions

District 
Actions

State Contract Awarded

Fall 2024

Data standardization, cleanup, 
and process evaluation

Data 
Normalization 

Campaign

Winter 24/25 

Manifest 
Development

Pilots/Early 
Adopters

Spring 2025 June 2026

Core Enablement (Go Time!)

June 2024



https://ky.rapididentity.com/

https://ky.rapididentity.com/


Budget Discussion

Dr. Robbie Fletcher

Commissioner of Education



Question and Answer Session

KDE Leadership

(Submit Questions in Teams)



Important Dates
KDE Closed for Martin Luther King Jr.’s Birthday

Jan. 20

Local Superintendents Advisory Council

Jan. 28

National Board Recognition Ceremony in Frankfort

Feb. 6 

Kentucky Board of Education

Feb. 5-6

Superintendents Webcast

Feb. 11
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