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COVID-19 Updates with the  
Kentucky Department for Public Health

(Healthy at School)

Steven J. Stack, MD, MBA
Commissioner

Connie Gayle White, MD, MS,

Deputy Commissioner

Emily Messerli, DNP, APRN,
Immunization Branch Manager



Healthy at School

Safety Expectations

Strategies that must be implemented  
by schools.

• School health policies

• Cloth face coverings, PPE
• Screening for all students and staff (temperature

checks)

• School exclusion

• Sanitization and environmental factors

• Social distancing

• Contact tracing

Best Practices

Additional strategies that schools  
may choose to follow.

• Physical barriers

• Discontinuing attendance-dependent rewards

• Meals served in classrooms

• Flexible sick leave policies

• Designated Healthy at School officer

• Training for staff



COVID-19 Testing Data and Usage

Commissioner Steven J. Stack, MD, MBA

August 17, 2020



Many Test Data Variables

• Traditionally, (+) results are “reportable,” but (-) results are not. Impedes:
• Statistical calculations

• County-level data reporting

• Tests run and results reported on a single day were collected, run and
reported on a variety of different days; numerators and denominators
don’t align.

• Many COVID-19 “labs” didn’t previously test/report communicable  
diseases and/or are not even “labs” (e.g., nursing home).

• Federal and state laws, regulations and technology systems are complex.

• Patients live in County A, get tested in County B and work in County C.

August 2020



e-Fax  
‘flat files’

NEDSS KHIE

Gathering Test Data is Complicated

• Local and state
• Manual entry
• Labor intensive
• Local health depts.
• State health dept.
• Many, many “labs”

• National
• Launched 2003
• 26 states and  

territories
• Local health depts.
• State health dept.
• LabCorp and Quest

• State
• Automated
• Intricate onboarding
• >= 33 labs

August 2020



Lots of Data at kycovid19.ky.gov
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Metrics and Decision-making
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Global Disease Burden
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Domestic Disease Burden
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KY New COVID-19 Cases by Week
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NYC Pandemics: 1918 vs. 2020
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KY COVID-19 Tests by Week

August 2020



KY Incidence Rate (8/17/20)
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Public Reporting
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Release of Information

“Health officials can best serve  
the public by providing as much  
information as possible within  
the limits of the law and the  
need to protect privacy,  
because openness fosters trust.  
Journalists can best serve their  
readers by filing complete and  
accurate stories that explain the  
full context, and by respecting  
individuals’ desire for privacy.”

August 2020
https://healthjournalism.org/secondarypage-details.php?id=965

https://healthjournalism.org/secondarypage-details.php?id=965


Openness vs. Privacy

“When public health officials reveal what they know and don't know,  
they can build trust and credibility - this is essential before people will  
accept advice. Openness promotes an understanding of what public  
health agencies do and a clearer picture of the real health risks that  
people face. Health officials may worry that releasing information to  
the media could deter individuals from cooperating in future outbreak  
investigations, for fear they will be identified. The recommendations  
below provide a consistent framework to both protect individuals'  
identities and fulfill the public's need for information.”
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Contact Tracing



Long-Term Care Facility Reporting
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K-12 School Reporting

New COVID + student(s)/staff identified.

School and Public Health communicate.

School notifies school community.

KDPH publishes school case(s) report.

August 2020
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time together



Unfortunately, there is no easy path. But,  
we will get through this together.

Thank you!



COVID-19 Considerations 
for Reopening Schools:

Welcoming Students for Orientation  
and Targeted Services

Kelly Foster, Ed.D., KDE Associate Commissioner, Office of Continuous Improvement and Support  

Gretta Hylton, KDE Associate Commissioner, Office of Special Education and Early Learning  

Robin Kinney, KDE Associate Commissioner, Office of Finance and Operations



Universal Expectations
• Schools and districts prioritize virtual experiences whenever possible.

• If an in-person experience is necessary, maintain the five health and  
safety expectations:
• Social distancing
• Cloth face coverings
• Screening and school exclusion
• Sanitization and environmental factors
• Contact tracing

• Reduced Capacity
• 15% of normal student capacity, AND
• No more than 10 people in a room at a time.



Pre-Planning is Key
• Consider the need and scope for an in-person activity:

• What is the purpose of the activity and could it be conducted remotely?

• What tasks do we need individual participants to complete? Can they be  
completed online? Have we tried it online before?

• What materials will be distributed/collected? How will we ensure that those  
materials are kept safe and sanitized? Is the distribution/collection of the  
materials necessary?

• Which aspects of an in-person activity are absolutely necessary? Can we  
move a portion of the activity to a virtual environment to shorten the  
duration of in-person contact?

• Whenever possible, prioritize virtual experiences.



Models for Orientation
• Outdoor orientation

• Rotating stations

• By appointment only

• Virtual orientation



Providing Targeted Services
• Targeted services supplement virtual instruction.

• Evaluation

• Necessary hands-on experiences

• Mental health or academic counseling

• Occupational, physical or speech therapy

• Targeted remediation or tutoring



Targeted Services Continued
• Districts may determine necessary targeted services.

• Must be available to all students.
• Districts may prioritize vulnerable student populations.

• Must be time-bound – 2 hours maximum

• Staggered start and end times to reduce hallway and entry way  
congestion

• Targeted services must be supplemental to usual instruction.  
Participation in targeted services should not excuse a student from  
required virtual work.



Vignette: Welding
• A welding teacher wants to hold a one-hour, hands-on experience for  

students.
• Students already are participating in a virtual curriculum that includes safety,  

welding processes and theoretical information.
• Hands-on experience is limited to one hour. All students wear masks and have  

a health screening before entering the building/classroom.
• Students must pre-register and only eight students may participate each  

session.
• Students who choose not to participate will be offered other hands-on  

experiences when school reopens.
• All students leave the building immediately after the experience.
• Space is sanitized before the next session.



Vignette: Remediation
• Kentucky Elementary has 40 students who are demonstrating  

significant learning loss during the first days of virtual instruction.
• School offers an intensive remediation program for 90 minutes every other  

day.

• No more than five students participate in each group.

• A single teacher is assigned to conduct remediation, leaving other teachers  
free to facilitate virtual learning during the school day.

• In between sessions, the classroom is sanitized.

• All parents have the opportunity to enroll students in the program, but  
priority is given to the 40 students identified by the school.



Vignette: AP Physics
• Two students are expressing frustration with their ability to master  

the calculations for position, velocity and acceleration.
• The teacher offers tutoring on Wednesdays.

• One-on-one sessions last for 30 minutes and are offered by appointment only.

• Appointment times are staggered to allow for sanitization between students.

• Teacher prioritizes students who already have had a virtual tutoring  
experience and still need help.

• An instructional assistant is assigned to the teacher on Wednesdays to help  
facilitate the virtual environment while the teacher is tutoring.



Considerations for  
Special Populations

• During orientation, you should follow the guidance outlined in the 
COVID-19 Considerations for Reopening Schools – Exceptional  
Learners and Preschool Students document.

• Students and families who require additional assistance preparing for  
the new year may be given opportunities to visit the school for  
private orientation meetings on a separate schedule from other  
students.

• Schools may need to conduct assessments for eligibility and  
identification of students with suspected disabilities.

https://education.ky.gov/comm/Documents/Reopening%20Considerations%20for%20Exceptional%20Learners%20and%20Preschool%20FINAL.pdf


Considerations for  
Special Populations

• If the Admissions and Release Committee (ARC) has determined a  
student’s offer of a free, appropriate public education (FAPE) includes  
in-person instruction for special education and related services, then  
the services should be delivered as written in the student’s Individual  
Education Program (IEP).

• If the IEP calls for in-person instruction for certain special education  
and related services but the threat to public health is too great, then  
the ARC should plan for the delivery of compensatory education  
services as a remedy for failing to provide FAPE once in-person classes  
resume.



Considerations for Transportation Services

• It may be appropriate for school districts to run multiple bus routes  
during the day to facilitate the delivery of special services.

• Districts should follow the previously released pupil transportation  
guidance.



Pitfalls to Avoid
• Avoid providing primary instruction.

• Avoid providing child-care services.

• Avoid allowing large crowds.

• Avoid providing access to playgrounds or social spaces.

• Avoid hosting assemblies.

• Avoid providing welcome tokens.

• Avoid providing food/meals.



COVID-19 Considerations  
for Reopening Schools:

2020-2021 Participation Tracking  
in Infinite Campus

Caryn Davidson, Office of Teaching and Learning

Josh Whitlow, Office of Finance and Operations



Purpose

• July 10 amendment to 702 KAR 7:125  
suspends collection of student attendance  
for 2020-2021

• Student participation based on the 
guidelines in the Daily Participation and  
Non-Traditional Instruction document to be  
tracked instead

• Share with those scheduling in Infinite  
Campus

https://education.ky.gov/comm/Documents/Participation%20Guidance%20FINAL.pdf


Three Types of Courses

• Courses using Blended Learning Groups

• Most 2020-2021 courses should use blended learning groups  
to track participation.
• 100% remote learning with the potential to shift to in-person if it becomes  

safe to do so;

• 100% in-person learning with the potential to shift to remote if it is not safe  
to be in person;

• Hybrid strategies as described in the Alternative Learning Design Strategies  
document with the potential to shift to fully in-person learning if it becomes  
safe to do so or to fully remote if it is not safe to be in person.



Virtual Courses

• Students participate in remote instruction that is self-paced and
delivered through a digital learning provider. The primary teacher is not
necessarily certified in the content of the course, but the course has
been evaluated for standards alignment and is supplemented by a
content area certified teacher to meet all Kentucky Academic Standards
requirements.

• Schools may set up a placeholder course to track participation in  
addition to the content courses scheduled outside of the instructional 
day by using traditional course set up for a virtual course. See 2020-2021  
Virtual and Performance-Based Course Set-Up and Daily Participation  
Tracking for details

https://education.ky.gov/districts/tech/sis/Documents/Virtual_and_Performance_Based_Course_Setup_Participation_Tracking.pdf


Performance-Based Courses

• Performance-based courses award credits earned by a student
outside of the traditional structure of a 120-hour instructional
course, such as dual credit courses. In order to award such
credits, districts must establish a policy for performance-based
courses as described on KDE’s Performance-Based Credit  
webpage.

• Schools may set up a placeholder course (like 950001 Dual Credit
Placeholder) to track participation in addition to the content
courses scheduled outside of the school day using traditional
course setup. See 2020-2021 Virtual and Performance-Based 
Course Set-Up and Daily Participation Tracking for details

https://education.ky.gov/districts/tech/sis/Documents/Virtual_and_Performance_Based_Course_Setup_Participation_Tracking.pdf


Toni Konz Tatman

KDE Interim Director of Communications,  

Office of the Commissioner

KDE Communications Updates

• Virtual Town Hall for Local School Board Members
• Coverings for Kids update
• FAQs for Kentucky’s Schools and Districts – More than 811 questions  

answered since March

mailto:toni.tatman@education.ky.gov


• Town Hall is archived on the KDE media portal.
• The purpose was to discuss Gov. Andy Beshear’s direction on Aug. 10 for schools to delay in-person  

classes until Sept. 28. We also reviewed the major elements of the flagship “Healthy at School”  
guidance developed by the Kentucky Department for Public Health (DPH) and KDE, along with other  
major KDE guidance documents as they relate to reopening for the 2020-2021 school year.

• Questions were taken from local school board members.

Town Hall

https://mediaportal.education.ky.gov/watch-live/
https://education.ky.gov/comm/Documents/Safety%20Expectations_FINAL%20DOC.pdf


• Initially announced by First Lady Britainy Beshear duringthe  
Aug. 4 Superintendents’ Webcast; later shared at Gov.  
Beshear’s press conference

• As of today, 55 local school districts (100 % of those  
responding so far) have appointed coordinators and will  
begin collecting face coverings and masks!

• Districts have received outreach packet, including language,  
graphics, drafted social media posts and emails for  
promotion.

• Districts will decide the ultimate use of the masks

Coverings for KIDS



KDE COVID-19 Webpage

Kentucky Department of Education – Main Webpage

https://education.ky.gov/comm/Pages/COVID-19-Updates.aspx
https://education.ky.gov/Pages/default.aspx


Overview of KDE Guidance Issued for Reopening Schools

In response to the COVID-19 crisis, KDE has been committed to providing guidance and solutions that focus on  
educating and feeding our children and providing support to our districts.

Since May 15, we have been releasing weekly guidance documents to all of our superintendents and districts  
regarding reopening schools for the 2020-2021 year.

We also created this “KDE Reopening Guidance” tab on our COVID-19 website, where you can find all of the  
guidance and our weekly Special Superintendents’ Webcasts, which we have been holding since March.

https://education.ky.gov/comm/Pages/COVID-19-Reopening-Resources.aspx


To Date: KDE COVID-19 Guidance 
Issued for Reopening of Schools

May 15: Initial Guidance for Districts and Schools

May 26: Supporting Student and Staff Wellness

June 1: Academic Re-entry, Stage One: Drafting an Adjusted Curriculum

June 1: Evaluating Students’ Academic Readiness 

June 8: Alternative Learning Design Strategies 

June 15: Intermittent School Closures

June 22: Food Service Operations - USDA School Meal Programs

June 24: (With Kentucky DPH) Safety Expectations and Best Practices Guidelines for Kentucky Schools (K-12)

June 25: Pupil Transportation

https://education.ky.gov/comm/Pages/COVID-19-Reopening-Resources.aspx
https://education.ky.gov/comm/Pages/COVID-19-Reopening-Resources.aspx
https://education.ky.gov/comm/Documents/Reopening%20Guidance%20%20051520kf_tkt%20421pm%20TM.pdf
https://education.ky.gov/comm/Documents/Phase%202%20Health%20and%20Wellness%20%20MC3%205-21-20%20TM%20MC.pdf
https://education.ky.gov/comm/Documents/Teaching%20and%20Learning%20MC%20TM%20FINAL%20CLEAN.pdf
https://education.ky.gov/comm/Documents/Reopening%20Evaluating%20Students%20Academic%20Readiness%20MC.pdf
https://education.ky.gov/comm/Documents/Reopening%20-Alternative%20Learning%20Design%20Strategies%20FINAL%206-8-20.pdf
https://education.ky.gov/comm/Documents/Intermittent%20Closure%20Guidance%20061120%20FINAL.pdf
https://education.ky.gov/comm/Documents/Reopening%20Food%20Service%20Operations%20FINAL.pdf
https://education.ky.gov/comm/Documents/Safety%20Expectations_FINAL%20DOC.pdf
https://education.ky.gov/comm/Documents/Reopening%20Transportation%20FINAL.pdf


To Date: KDE COVID-19 Guidance 
Issued for Reopening of Schools

June 29:

• Facilities and Logistics

• Plan for Reopening Secondary Career and Technical Education (CTE) Facilities for Completion of Industry  
Certifications and Lab-Based Dual Credit Coursework

July 6:

• Workplace Health and Safety

July 13:

• Academic Re-entry, Stage Two: Meeting Learners’ Academic Needs

July 20:

• Exceptional Learners and Preschool Students

• Compensatory Education and Extended School Year Services

• Daily Participation and Non-Traditional Instruction

https://education.ky.gov/comm/Pages/COVID-19-Reopening-Resources.aspx
https://education.ky.gov/comm/Pages/COVID-19-Reopening-Resources.aspx
https://education.ky.gov/comm/Documents/Phase%20II%20Reopening%20Considerations%20Facilities%20and%20Logistics%20FINAL.pdf
https://education.ky.gov/comm/Documents/COVID%20Guidance%20-%20Plan%20for%20Reopening%20Secondary%20CTE%20Labs%20During%20Summer%202020%20-%20FINAL.pdf
https://education.ky.gov/comm/Documents/Reopening%20Considerations%20Workplace%20Health%20and%20Safety%20FINAL.pdf
https://education.ky.gov/comm/Documents/Academic%20Re-entry%20Stage%202%20FINAL.pdf
https://education.ky.gov/comm/Documents/Reopening%20Considerations%20for%20Exceptional%20Learners%20and%20Preschool%20FINAL.pdf
https://education.ky.gov/comm/Documents/COVID%20Guidance%20Comp.%20Ed_ESY%20FINAL.pdf
https://education.ky.gov/comm/Documents/Participation%20Guidance%20FINAL.pdf


To Date: KDE COVID-19 Guidance 
Issued for Reopening of Schools

July 24:

• Flexibility for Assigning Staff in the COVID-19 Instructional Settings

July 27:

• Food Service Operations – Waivers for USDA School Meal Programs

Aug. 10:

• Library Media Center

• Class Sizes in Virtual Programs and Courses

Aug. 17:

• Welcoming Students for Orientation and Targeted Services

• 2020-2021 Participation Tracking in Infinite Campus

https://education.ky.gov/comm/Pages/COVID-19-Reopening-Resources.aspx
https://education.ky.gov/comm/Pages/COVID-19-Reopening-Resources.aspx
https://education.ky.gov/comm/Documents/COVID-19%20Guidance%20-%20Certification%20(002)%20TM_jg%20(003)%20(002).pdf
https://education.ky.gov/comm/Documents/Reopening%20Guidance%20Food%20Service%20Operations%20Part%202%20FINAL.pdf
https://education.ky.gov/comm/Documents/Library%20Media%20FINAL.pdf
https://education.ky.gov/comm/Documents/Virtual%20Learning%20and%20Class%20Size%20FINAL.pdf
https://education.ky.gov/comm/Documents/Orientation%20And%20Targeted%20Services%20FINAL.pdf
https://education.ky.gov/comm/Documents/COVID_2020-2021_Participation_Tracking_in_Infinite_Campus%20FINAL.pdf


COVID-19: Answers to FAQs
for Kentucky’s Schools and Districts
(Last updated Aug. 13. More than 811 questions  
answered.)

https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1kM1efGdEdpU6L_CEI39Xy3srPD_Jgw0ZmG3aIT4p9mY/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1kM1efGdEdpU6L_CEI39Xy3srPD_Jgw0ZmG3aIT4p9mY/edit?usp=sharing


QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS


