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PRUITT TO HOST TOWN HALL MEETINGS ON SCHOOL ACCOUNTABILITY

(FRANKFORT, Ky.) — Kentucky Education Commissioner Stephen Pruitt will be hosting a series of regional

Town Hall Meetings across the Commonwealth to gather feedback from Kentuckians on a new accountability system
that has been under development for the past year.

“This system goes beyond compliance, focuses on students and truly reflects Kentucky’s values,” Pruitt said.
“The comments collected at Town Hall Meetings last year, such as we need to educate the whole child, go beyond test
scores, and ensure opportunity and access to a quality education for all, informed the development of the system.”

Under the as yet unnamed system, schools would be evaluated on how well they perform on five indicators:
Proficiency, Achievement Gap Closure, Student Growth (elementary and middle school only), Transition Readiness and
Opportunity and Access. Each indicator includes multiple measures. Some will be reported only; others will figure into a
school’s overall accountability rating. Data will be reported online in a dashboard format that better illustrates
school/district progress or deficits than a single number. Data will be reported by student group where available to
create more transparency on where gaps may exist.

The work was driven by the congressional reauthorization of the Elementary and Secondary Education Act,
known as the Every Student Succeeds Act (ESSA). ESSA shifts much of the oversight and responsibility for schools
from the federal government to the state — including how accountability is determined and how to define and improve
low-performing schools.

Approximately 3,500 Kentuckians, including superintendents, principals, teachers, parents, business and
community members and education partners have participated in the accountability system’s development thus far,
either through Town Hall Meetings, by providing online feedback or by serving on one of the groups that worked on
drafting the system.

“This has been a collaborative effort from the get go,” Pruitt said. “I want to stress that the collaboration doesn’t
end here. This round of Town Hall Meetings is just as important as the ones last year. | hope parents, community
members, teachers, students, legislators, business owners and concerned citizens will come to these meetings ready
to share their thoughts and ideas,” he added. “It's in everyone’s best interest to create a system that will prepare our
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students to be successful, productive citizens of the Commonwealth.”

The first Town Hall Meeting will be on Monday, March 13 at 6:30 p.m. local time in northern Kentucky at Simon
Kenton High School in Independence. In all, 10 Town Hall Meetings are scheduled. A Virtual Town Hall Meeting also is
being planned, with details to be released at a later date.

The full listing of Town Hall Meeting dates, locations and times follows.

TOWN HALL MEETINGS
Kentucky Education Listens: Accountability Development
All meetings are 6:30 — 8 p.m. local time.
Date City Location
Simon Kenton High School Theatre
m:?cdha% Independence | 11132 Madison Pike
Independence, KY
Kentucky School For the Blind Auditorium
noanesay: | Louisvill 1867 Frankfort Avenue
Louisville, KY
Monda McCracken Co. High School Auditorium
April 13” Paducah 6530 New Highway 60 West
pri Paducah, KY
Laurel County Schools Center for Innovation —
Thursday London Main Presentation Room
April 13 1100 East 4" Street
London, KY
Monda Rowan County Senior High School — Performing Arts Center
Aol 1.}” Morehead 499 Viking Drive
P Morehead, KY
Tuesda Hardin County Schools Early College and Career Center
April 18)’, Elizabethtown | 200 University Drive
Elizabethtown, KY
Glasgow High School Auditorium
;';‘r‘i'l'sz%ay’ Glasgow 1601 Columbia Avenue
Glasgow, KY
Bryan Station High School Auditorium
ThescaY: | Lexington 201 Eastin Road
P Lexington, KY
Thursday Mountain Arts Center
April 27 ’ Prestonsburg | 50 Hal Rogers Drive
Prestonsburg, KY
Monda Henderson County Schools Professional Development Center
Mav 1 Y, Henderson 631 North Green Street
y Henderson, KY

Those planning to attend a Town Hall Meeting and requiring interpretive services for the deaf or hard of hearing

are asked to contact Susan Palmer at the Kentucky Department of Education, susan.palmer@education.ky.gov or

phone at (502) 564-3141, ext. 4805, at least a week prior to the meeting to request services. Interpretive services for
the Kenton Co. Town Hall Meeting will be provided if requested by the close of business on Friday, March 10.
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Kentuckians who are unable to attend the meetings, still will have the opportunity to submit their feedback.

Details can be found on Kentucky's ESSA webpage, http://bit.ly/KYAcccountability, starting March 10.

KDE will provide updates on the meetings on its Facebook page and Twitter account @KyDeptofEd. A
dedicated hashtag, #KyEdListens, also is being used for the events.
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