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KENTUCKY SUMMER FOOD SERVICE PROGRAM KICKS OFF WITH RECOGNITION
(FRANKFORT, Ky.) – The Kentucky Summer Food Service Program is once again making sure students’
stomachs are full even when classrooms are empty.
Today, U.S. Department of Agriculture National Office and Southeast Regional Office staff joined Kentucky
Department of Education Division of School and Community Nutrition staff members to kick off the Summer Food
Service Program (SFSP) at the Village Branch Library in Lexington. During the event, Miss Kentucky, Laura Jones,
read a gubernatorial proclamation declaring June 15, as Summer Food Service Program Day in Kentucky.
Also during the event, the USDA recognized Kentucky as having the nation’s highest percentage increase in
SFSP participation in the last year. During 2016, a total of 2,489,347 meals including breakfast, lunch, supper, and
snacks, were served to Kentucky children – a 15 percent increase over 2015.
“The increase is a direct result of the hard work by the sponsoring organizations which operate the program
along with our SFSP team. They are the ones who are working to provide nutritious meals to the children who may
otherwise not have these opportunities during the summer," said Mike Sullivan, who manages the program for KDE's
Division of School and Community Nutrition.
During the school year, more than half a million Kentucky students eat breakfast, lunch or both meals at school
often for free or at a reduced price. They count on these meals to keep their stomachs full and their minds active.
When school is out for the summer, many children do not have access to healthy, nutritious meals. Lack of nutrition
during the summer months may set up a cycle for poor performance once school begins again and make children more
prone to illness and other health issues. The Summer Food Service Program is designed to fill that nutrition gap and
make sure children get the nutritious meals they need.
This summer, more than 2,000 sites across Kentucky will provide more than two million breakfasts, lunches and
snacks to about 30,000 of Kentucky’s neediest children. Children 18 years old and younger are eligible for the free,
nutritious meals.
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“Just as learning doesn’t end when the school year ends, neither does a child’s need for good nutrition,”
Sullivan said. “Without the Summer Food Service Program and all the wonderful sponsors, thousands of children would
not get the nutrition they need during the summer months. The development of these children depends in large part on
making sure they get nutritious meals all year long.”
More than 150 SFSP sponsors, including school districts, private non-profit organizations, local government
agencies, churches and community organizations, sponsor feeding sites in support of the Summer Food Service
Program in Kentucky. The U.S. Department of Agriculture funds the program. It is administered by the Kentucky
Department of Education, Division of School and Community Nutrition.
To locate an SFSP feeding site, call the National Hunger Hotline at 1-866-3HUNGRY or 1-866-348-6479. Meals
also can be located by texting "Food" to 877-877.
###

In accordance with Federal civil rights law and U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) civil rights regulations and
policies, the USDA, its Agencies, offices, and employees, and institutions participating in or administering USDA
programs are prohibited from discriminating based on race, color, national origin, religion, sex, gender identity (including
gender expression), sexual orientation, disability, age, marital status, family/parental status, income derived from a public
assistance program, political beliefs, or reprisal or retaliation for prior civil rights activity, in any program or activity
conducted or funded by USDA (not all bases apply to all programs). Remedies and complaint filing deadlines vary by
program or incident.
Persons with disabilities who require alternative means of communication for program information (e.g., Braille,
large print, audiotape, American Sign Language, etc.) should contact the responsible Agency or USDA's TARGET Center
at (202) 720-2600 (voice and TTY) or contact USDA through the Federal Relay Service at (800) 877-8339. Additionally,
program information may be made available in languages other than English.
To file a program discrimination complaint, complete the USDA Program Discrimination Complaint Form, AD3027, found online at How to File a Program Discrimination Complaint and at any USDA office or write a letter
addressed to USDA and provide in the letter all of the information requested in the form. To request a copy of the
complaint form, call (866) 632-9992. Submit your completed form or letter to USDA by:
(1)
mail: U.S. Department of Agriculture, Office of the Assistant Secretary for Civil Rights, 1400 Independence
Avenue, SW, Washington, D.C. 20250-9410;
(2)
fax: (202) 690-7442; or
(3)
email: program.intake@usda.gov.
USDA is an equal opportunity provider, employer, and lender.
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