EEK Early Entrance into Kindergarten Presentation Follow Up

Research
Entering kindergarten later is associated with academic achievement, benefits for at-risk children (Rand 2005)
Delaying kindergarten entry by one year is associated with improved self-regulation (lower inattention, hyperactivity). Students who can focus and pay attention longer do better academically. 
Stanford Center for Education Policy Analysis, more available here: https://ed.stanford.edu/news/stanford-gse-research-finds-strong-evidence-mental-health-benefits-delaying-kindergarten 
Policy
This change aligns Kentucky with kindergarten policies in other states 
More than half of states require students to be five by end of September
19 states require students to turn five by September 1
Kentucky joins Arkansas and Indiana by requiring students to turn five by August 1
31 states have some type of opt-in policy (most cases, local board decision based on readiness)
Education Commission of the States report, more available here: http://www.ecs.org/kindergarten-policies/ 

Why early entry?
Some children are ready, it’s in the best interest of the child
Districts must have policy in place
[bookmark: _GoBack]A study of the effect of delayed, early and on-time kindergarten enrollment on children’s kindergarten mathematics achievement found children with delayed enrollment had stronger math skills than on-time enrolled students, who had stronger math skills than early enrolled students in kindergarten (Ummuhan Yesil Dagli and Ithel Jones, 2012) 
More available here: http://files.eric.ed.gov/fulltext/EJ1003000.pdf 

Transitional kindergarten (TK) – California
A program designed to prepare young five year olds (birthdates between September 2 and December 2) with goal of promoting school readiness
TK had a positive impact on student readiness for kindergarten when compared to students who did not attend TK
More available here: http://files.eric.ed.gov/fulltext/ED563820.pdf 
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