Primary Program Student Placement Guidance Sheet
Regulation and Statute
Placement of students has always been at the discretion of the local district, provided they can assure they are meeting the child’s developmental needs. Through KRS 158.031, districts may advance students through the primary program when it is in the best educational interest of the child. The process districts must follow is identified in 702 KAR 7:125 Section 7 (2) (a through d), and it applies to students who are at least five but less than six years of age. The school district always has the final decision on student placement (KRS 158.140) and there is no statutory or regulatory provision for an appeal process. According to                           704 KAR 3:440, retention decisions of primary students with disabilities (students with an Individualized Education Program), are to be made by the Admissions and Release Committee (ARC). 
Placement decisions based on multiple sources of data and defensible with current research can result in an optimal environment allowing for a student’s continued progress academically, socially and emotionally. Recognizing that the rate of development varies among young children, a student is assessed individually and all decisions are made on a case-by-case basis and with the cooperation of the caregivers.    
[bookmark: _GoBack]Section 3 of KRS 158.031 makes clear that the district must provide all students with a developmentally appropriate education. As defined in 704 KAR 3:440, developmentally appropriate practices are instructional practices that address “the physical, aesthetic, cognitive, emotional and social domains of children and that permit them to progress through an integrated curriculum according to their unique learning needs.” A student who is retained should be offered varied instructional strategies.  	Districts must ensure that all students make continuous progress (one of the critical attributes of KY’s Primary Program). Continuous progress means that each child is expected and allowed to progress through primary school program at his/her own pace of learning, recognizing that all individuals learn at different developmental rates. 
	If schools are considering retention, they should already have an intervention plan in place. You may find more information at Kentucky Systems of Intervention. The school should be able to discuss the interventions that have been tried and what interventions are currently in place to meet the needs of all students. Intervention and retention are not the same. 
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