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3. Applying words to reading

4. Utilizing the classroom environment

This module discusses a handful of suggestions for spiraling back to vocabulary
words that you have previously taught. In the days and weeks after you teach a new
word, these approaches should serve as effective tools to help students remember (and
remember to use!) vocabulary they’ve learned.

USE WORD PLAY

‘Word play does more than support students in using new words and better understand-
ing them; it conveys a sense of passion, playfulness, and appreciation for vocabulary
that is important to communicate to kids (and it is also fun for teachers). By reviewing
several words at once, you can ask lots of clever overlapping active practice questions.
For example, you might ask students to choose between two targeted words—a
tactic that causes them to evaluate similarities and differences between the words.
(For example, “Which would you do if you had trouble seeing clearly: focus or gape?”
“Which would you probably do if you needed to wear glasses but didn’t have any: squint
or gape?”)

Pose questions that force students to think about the relationship between words,
in addition to the words’ individual meanings. Connections help students retain the
meaning of a word, as well as better grasp its own particular nuances. These questions
can be argued with a variety of answers — for example, “Could a virtuoso be a rival? Why
or why not?” “Is there such thing as a benign tyrant?” Open-ended questions like these,
as in active practice, are useful in providing an additional prompt for rigorously applying
a word. They are especially useful when spiraling back on previously taught vocabulary,
as you can address more than one word at a time and ask students to rigorously apply
the words in a variety of contexts.

Regardless of the types of word play you give to your students, inding ways to sys-
tematically incorporate them as part of your daily routines is useful to ensure that you
constantly spiral back to vocabulary words you have previously taught. Consider includ-
ing word-play questions as part of your daily Do Now (a short activity that students
complete when they enter class, outlined in Teach Like a Champion and TLaC 2.0), an
oral drill (a questioning routine you might use to review previous material at the start of
class), or as part of homework or a word journal (for example, “Write a story about this
picture. Use two of these four words”; “Write a story about a tyrannical hermit”). Mak-
ing vocabulary a rich and consistent part of each of these academic routines can ensure

Reading Reconsidered











http:https://docs.gatesfoundation.org
http://www.city



