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5th Grade Reading & Writing Assignment
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Overview
Fifth-grade students read worthwhile non-fiction texts on whale hunting, then write an argumentative essay. One text argues in favor of legalization, while the other argues against it, and students are required to use evidence from the texts to make a case for one of these positions. This assignment exposes students to content-rich non-fiction and requires students to draw on their learning from the texts to write a substantive, analytical essay. The task rubric outlines thorough expectations that are in line with fifth-grade writing and language standards.

About the Text

	Title and Author
	“Japan pleads for change in rules to allow for some whale hunting,” by Agence France-Presse

	What is the Lexile Level of this text?
	900-1000

	Based on Lexile, which grades is this text intended for?
	6-8

	Is the text qualitatively complex enough for the grade?
	Yes

	Is this text fiction or non-fiction?
	Non-Fiction

	Is this text authentic or was it written for educational purposes?
	Authentic

	Does the text provide sufficient detail to build knowledge of a worthwhile topic and/or is it worth reading closely and re-reading?
	Yes



Related Standards
RI.5.1: Quote accurately from a text when explaining what the text says explicitly and when drawing inferences from the text.
The assignment is strongly aligned to this standard. Students must refer extensively to key details in the text to substantiate their claims about whether or not whale hunting should be legal. The rubric stipulates that evidence must include “facts, examples, and passages from the text.”
RI.5.8: Explain how an author uses reasons and evidence to support particular claims in a text, identifying which reasons and evidence support which claim(s).
The assignment is strongly aligned to this standard. The task requires that students effectively break down the arguments in each piece, identifying author’s point of view and reasoning, in order to compose their own.
C.5.1: Compose opinion pieces, using writing and digital resources, on topics or texts, supporting the writer’s perspective with reasons and information. a. Produce clear and coherent writing in which the development and organization are appropriate to task, purpose and audience. b. Introduce a topic or text clearly, state an opinion and create an organizational structure in which ideas are logically grouped to support the writer’s purpose. c. Provide logically ordered reasons that are supported by facts and details.
The assignment is strongly aligned to this standard. The writing prompt gives students opportunity to articulate a claim about whale hunting and support it with evidence. The rubric outlines clear, fifth-grade-level essay expectations: introduction, logically ordered reasons, effective transitions, and conclusion.
L.5.1: When writing or speaking, demonstrate command of the conventions of standard English grammar and usage.
The assignment is strongly aligned to this standard. Students must demonstrate their command of fifth-grade-level language conventions in the writing piece. The rubric explicitly names the avoidance of run-on sentences as criteria for a strong essay.
L.5.2: When writing: a. Use punctuation to separate items in a series; b. Use a comma to separate an introductory element from the rest of the sentence; c. Use a comma to set off the words yes and no, to set off a tag question from the rest of the sentence and to indicate direct address.
The assignment is strongly aligned to this standard. Students must demonstrate their command of fifth-grade-level language conventions in the writing piece. Students must demonstrate their command of fifth-grade-level language conventions in the writing piece. The rubric explicitly names punctuation as criteria for a strong essay.
Why is this assignment strongly aligned?

The assignment exposes students to grade-appropriate non-fiction texts. The texts are opinion pieces on the harms and benefits of whale hunting, published by reputable news outlets. They give students a nuanced picture of a worthwhile environmental and ethical question.
Students are required to read carefully and focus on the key details. Students must understand each author’s point of view, and they must select relevant passages from the texts to support a claim.
Students are required to share what they learned in writing. Students articulate an independent idea about whether or not they think whale hunting should be legal and must support that idea with specific evidence.
Through their written responses, students gain practice with argumentative writing. Students must make a claim, support it with evidence, and organize their thoughts in a logical introduction-body-conclusion format. The rubric outlines clear expectations for both the substance of the writing and adherence to grade-level language conventions.
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Japan pleads for change in rules to
allow for some whale hunting

By Agence France-Presse, adapted by Newsela staff on 10.31.16
Word Count 712
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On Wednesday, Japan asked the International Whaling Commission (IWC) for permission
to hunt more whales. Japan argued that whale meat is a traditional source of food in the
island country. Small communities on Japan's coast have been unfairly stopped from
whaling, Japan said.

Pro- and ant-whaling nations strongly disagree on Japan's request. They are gathered in
Slovenia for an IWC meeting. The IWC is the global group that sets rules on whale hunting
Asin other years, Japan was supported by Norway and lceland, two Scandinavian
countries that are i favor of whaling. Japan was strongly opposed by the United States,
Europe and Australie, among others.

Native Groups Can Hunt

IWC only allows hunting by native groups that traditionally consume whale meat, or for
scientific research. Whaling is not permited for any other reason.
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You read two articles: one made the case for legalizing whale hunting and the
other mado the case against legalization of whale hunting. You will write an
opinion essay in which you clearly state your opinion on whale hunting and use
atleast three pioces of evidenco from the texts to support your position. Bo suro

to plan out your reasons and evidence before you begin writing your

Plan
Reason #1:In danger of decreasing numbers

pan's request would have 3 big effect on the whale's populations”
+ S0 many whales were being Kiled worlcide, they were in danger of bacoming extinct”

Reason #2: Not using the meatfor good reasons

+ Just want 10 sel the meat when they say they want to use i for scientfic research
+ “No longer ely on whale meat or whale 0l o ive.”

Reason #3: can see why other people do it

+ Wnale meatis “a radilonal source of food
+ Scientiic research

1 can see why some people think whale hunting is okay but | do not agres. It is unnecessary to
hunt and kil these innocent creatures. For nstance, some species of whales are in danger of
going extinct and some people that do hunt whales do not have good reasons to 4o

The fist reason, | am against whale hunting is because whaes are in danger of theif numbers
docreasing and then going extnct. For example, according fo an arice about whaling in Japan,
“Japan's reques! would have 3 big efect on the whale's populations.” Another article said that
“S0 many whales were being kiled woridwide, they were in danger of becoming extinct If e
continue hunting whales they will quickly become even more endangered and could disappear
from our oceans.

I additon, some f the people who hunt whales, do not have good reasons for doing it What |
mean by this is that people ust wantto caich them and then sel their meal. In fact, Japan
claims they re hunting whales fo scientific research but ther nations thnk that ths s a cover-
P 10 hunt whales and sel teir meat. Anolher example of this is whaling in Bequia. They have
continued to hunt whales even though hey 'no longer rely on whale meat or whale oi fo Ive.”

Even though | do not tink people should hunt whales | can see why some people o . For
Some people whale meat s a atrafon or source of ofod, They need fo hunt whales for food to
sunive. I also a radiion which could sometimes be okay. It also okay f ey are huniing
whale for scientfc research. The scientistor researchers are jus rying to find out more about
whale.

Overall do ot hink that whaling is appropriats. 's not okay because whales could go extinct
and some people do not have good reasons for huning the whales. However, | can see why
‘some people do it
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5™ Grade Opinion-Writing Rubric
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