
 
Inquiry Prac�ces of the KAS for Social Studies 

Module Overview 
 
Design of Module  
The Inquiry Prac�ces of the Kentucky Academic Standards (KAS) for Social Studies module provides support for 
understanding and implemen�ng the inquiry prac�ces of Ques�oning, Inves�ga�ng, Using Evidence and Communica�ng 
Conclusions. 
 
Module Goals 
The goals of the Inquiry Prac�ces of the KAS for Social Studies module are for districts and schools to:  

• Understand the inquiry prac�ces as outlined in the KAS for Social Studies.  
• Define inquiry as outlined in the KAS for Social Studies.  
• Understand the characteris�cs of compelling and suppor�ng ques�ons.  
• Acquire ways to get students to engage with and create compelling and suppor�ng ques�ons when required.  
• Understand the skills and progressions found within the Using Evidence standards.  
• Understand the four components of the Communica�ng Conclusions standards and find examples and strategies 

to implement these components.  
 
Sec�on A: Introduc�on: What is Inquiry?  

• Essen�al objec�ve: To explain inquiry as defined in the KAS for Social Studies.  
• Key features: Introduces the key elements of inquiry, highlights the inquiry prac�ces found within the KAS for 

Social Studies and discusses crea�ng a culture of inquiry.  
 
Sec�on B: What are Compelling Ques�ons and how do students ask them?  

• Essen�al objec�ve: To build an understanding of compelling ques�ons.  
• Key features: Provides an in depth look at compelling ques�ons, including their design and a discovery task for 

iden�fying them. Strategies for asking compelling ques�ons and ques�oning caveats are also discussed.  
 
Sec�on C: What are Suppor�ng Ques�ons and how do students ask them?  

• Essen�al objec�ve: To build an understanding of suppor�ng ques�ons.  
• Key features: Provides an in depth look at suppor�ng ques�ons, including characteris�cs and design and a 

discovery task for iden�fying them. Strategies for asking suppor�ng ques�ons are also discussed.  
 
Sec�on D: How do students inves�gate through the disciplinary strand standards?  

• Essen�al objec�ve: To build an understanding of the how inquiry and the disciplinary strand standards interact.  
• Key features: Explains the role of inves�ga�on within the inquiry prac�ces and includes an overview of each of 

the four disciplines found within the KAS for Social Studies. Addi�onally, videos and a variety of sources are 
provided that explain inquiry in each of the four disciplines.  

 



 
Sec�on E: How do students use the Using Evidence standards to analyze sources and apply relevant informa�on to 
make evidence-based claims?  

• Essen�al objec�ve: To build an understanding of the Using Evidence standards.  
• Key feature: Explains the purpose and value of using evidence and shows how the Using Evidence standards 

progress. Addi�onally, a deeper dive for elementary, middle and high school is provided and each sec�on 
contains an applica�on ac�vity. 

 
Sec�on F: How do the Communica�ng Conclusion standards support students in synthesizing knowledge to support 
civic engagement?  

• Essen�al objec�ve: To build an understanding of the Communica�ng Conclusions standards.  
• Key features: Explains the purpose and func�on of the Communica�ng Conclusions standards. This sec�on 

explains how construc�ng explana�ons and arguments help prepare students for civic life. Addi�onally, a deeper 
dive into civic ac�on and examples of taking ac�on are provided.  

 
Sec�on G: Reflec�on  

• Essen�al objec�ve: To reflect on the informa�on, resources and ac�vi�es par�cipants engaged with in this 
module.  

• Key feature: Par�cipants will complete a graphic organizer as a reflec�on, par�cipate in a gallery walk and 
examine the impact of the important components of this work on their current prac�ce. 


