Social Studies Assignment Review Protocol	
The assignment review protocol is intended to help teachers, leaders and other stakeholders answer the question, “Does this assignment give students the opportunity to meaningfully engage in worthwhile grade-level content?” Each section of the protocol will allow you to rate that aspect of the assignment either weakly aligned (1), partially aligned (2) or strongly aligned (3). After completing sections one through three, you will have the opportunity to determine changes that need to be made to better address the expectations of the standards if the assignment is weakly (1) or partially aligned (2).  

Standards/Content/Skills:
Determine how well the assignment requires students to engage in the work to master the standards-based content and skills.
	Alignment to the Content 
The assignment connects directly to the content expectations of the standards identified 

	3. The assignment’s dominant expectation is connected directly to the specific content expectations in the standard(s). The assignment demands are clearly consistent with all aspects of the identified standard(s).
	2. There is some connection to the specific content expectations in the standard(s). The assignment is consistent with the expectations in the identified standard(s). However, some of the less critical aspects of the standard(s) may not be addressed (likely by design).
	1. There is very little or no connection to the specific content expectations in the standard(s).  The expectations addressed in the identified standard(s) are not addressed in the assignment. However, some of the less critical aspects of the standard(s) are addressed.

	Justification/Notes:




	Alignment to the Skills 
The assignment connects directly to the skill(s) expectations of the standards identified 

	3. The assignment’s dominant expectation is connected directly to the specific skill expectations in the standard(s). The assignment demands are clearly consistent with all aspects of the identified standard(s).
	2. There is some connection to the specific skill expectations in the standard(s). The assignment is consistent with the expectations in the identified standard(s). However, some of the less critical aspects of the standard(s) may not be addressed (likely by design).
	1. There is very little or no connection to the specific skill expectations in the standard(s).  The expectations addressed in the identified standard(s) are not addressed in the assignment. However, some of the less critical aspects of the standard(s) are addressed.



	Justification/Notes:




Assignment:

Determine how well the assignment requires students to engage in the rigorous work required to master the standards-based content and skills.

	Construction of Knowledge
The assignment asks students to organize and interpret information in addressing a concept, problem or issue.

	3. The assignment’s dominant expectation is for students to interpret, analyze, synthesize or evaluate information, rather than merely to reproduce information.
	2. There is some expectation for
students to interpret, analyze, synthesize or evaluate information, rather than merely to reproduce information.
	1. There is very little or no expectation for students to interpret, analyze, synthesize or evaluate information. The dominant expectation is that students will merely reproduce information gained by reading, listening or observing.

	Justification/Notes:






	Elaborated Expressive (Speaking, Writing and Visually Representing) Communication
The assignment asks students to elaborate on their understanding, explanations or conclusions on important social studies concepts through elaborated expressive communication. 

	4. Analysis/ Explanation/ Argument/ Synthesis

The assignment requires explanations of generalizations, classifications and relationships relevant to a situation, problem or theme, AND requires the
student to substantiate them with examples, summaries, illustrations,
details or reasons. Examples include attempts to analyze, explain, argue and synthesize. 
	3. Report / Summary. Call for generalization
OR support. 

The assignment asks students, either to draw conclusions or make generalizations or arguments, OR to offer examples, summaries, illustrations, details or reasons, but not both.
	2. Simplistic short-answer exercises.

The assignment or its parts can be answered without analyzing or synthesizing information. 

	1. Fill-in-the-blank or multiple choice exercises.

The assignment can be answered without any elaborated expressive communication as students do not have to justify their choice or explain their thinking. 

	Justification/Notes:







	Connection to Students’ Lives
The assignment asks students to address a concept, problem or issue that is similar to one that they have encountered or are likely to encounter in daily life outside of school.

	3. The question, issue or problem clearly resembles one that students have encountered or are likely to encounter in their lives. The assignment asks students to connect the topic to experiences, observations, feelings or situations significant in their lives.
	2. The question, issue or problem bears some resemblance to one that students have encountered or are likely to encounter in their lives, but the connections are not
immediately apparent. The assignment offers the opportunity for students to connect the topic to experiences, observations, feelings or situations significant in their lives, but does not explicitly call for them to do so.
	1- The problem has virtually no resemblance to questions, issues or problems that students have encountered or are likely to encounter in their lives. The assignment offers very minimal or no opportunity for students to connect the topic to experiences, observations, feelings or situations significant in their lives.

	Justification/Notes:












Impactful Instructional Strategies:
Review the following key instructional shifts to determine which ONE is emphasized in the impactful instructional strategies section (check only one). 
· Craft questions that spark and sustain an inquiry 
· Cultivate and nurture collaborative civic spaces
· Integrate content and skills purposefully
· Promote literacy practices and outcomes 
· [bookmark: _GoBack]Provide tangible opportunities for taking action 
Determine how well the student learning plan reflects the instructional shift identified above.
	Alignment to Instructional Shifts
The assignment is designed around a key instructional shift.  

	3. The assignment meets most or all of the criteria outlined in the shift
	2. The assignment is consistent with many of the criteria outlined in the shift
	1. The assignment does not address most of the critical aspects outlined in the shift

	Justification/Notes:






Reflection:
Determine implications for practice.

Review the scores above. Determine changes that need to be made to better address the expectations of the standards.
	
	What I can change about the assignment to better address the following:

	Connection to Standards:
· Connection to the Content of the Standards
The assignment clearly connects to the content expectations outlined in the standards.
· Connection to the Skills of the Standards
The assignment clearly connects to the skill expectations outlined in the standards.
 
	

	Connection to Rigor:
· Construction of Knowledge
The assignment asks students to organize and interpret information in addressing a concept, problem, or issue.
· Elaborated Expressive (Speaking, Writing and Visually Representing) Communication
The assignment asks students to elaborate on their understanding, explanations, or conclusions on important social studies concepts through elaborated expressive communication.
· Connection to Students’ Lives
The assignment asks students to address a concept, problem or issue that is similar to one that they have encountered or are likely to encounter in daily life outside of school.
· Social Studies Analysis
The learning plan requires students to demonstrate thinking with social studies content by organizing, synthesizing, interpreting, evaluating and hypothesizing to produce comparisons/contrasts, arguments, application of new information to new contexts and consideration of alternative viewpoints.
· Disciplinary Concepts
The learning plan requires students to demonstrate an understanding of the inquiry practices and concepts and practices from the social studies disciplines by using them to interpret and explain specific, concrete information or events.
	








	Connections to Instructional Shifts:
The impactful instructional strategy is designed around a key instructional shift.  
· Craft questions that spark and sustain an inquiry 
· Cultivate and nurture collaborative civic spaces
· Integrate content and skills purposefully
· Promote literacy practices and outcomes 
· Provide tangible opportunities for taking action 
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