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School-based decision making (SBDM) councils promote shared leadership among those who are closest to the students. 
Membership of each council includes parents, teachers and an administrator of the school. The council has the responsibility 
to set school policy and make decisions as outlined in statute, which should provide an environment to enhance student 
achievement and assist in meeting the goals established in KRS 158.645 and KRS 158.6451. On average, over 7500 
people serve on councils throughout the state with over 2500 of those councilmembers representing parents.

Parent, stepparent or foster parent; or a person who 
has legal custody of a student pursuant to a court 
order and with whom the student resides.

SBDM parent representative

SBDM is an opportunity for families to work in harmony with teachers and 
school administrators toward establishing goals for student success.

Contact your school’s Parent Teacher Organization 
(PTO) or Parent Teacher Association (PTA) for additional 

information. If your school does not have a PTO or 
PTA, you are encouraged to connect with the school’s 

principal for additional information.
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