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COVID-19 Director of Pupil Personnel Questions and Answers
May 14, 2020


	Q. What is the guidance/steps for developing a virtual school alternative for parents who aren’t ready to send students back to traditional learning environments? Would we just offer it as alternative schedule and identify students as “virtual learners” in Infinite Campus (IC) or do we have to establish it differently?
 
A. We are currently having discussions to meet the needs of these students and will send out further guidance.
  

	Q. At the start of the 2020-2021 school year we anticipate an influx of students requesting Home Hospital Instruction (HHI). Who will have the authority to approve HHI for fear of COVID-19? Will the fear to return to school be considered a mental health concern or physical health concern? 
 
A. KDE is working to rectify this problem with a solution and at this time, has not approved a plan to waive or make changes for students who are not sick but do not want to come to school.  We will provide guidance as soon as we have an answer finalized.
  

	Q. Is there any discussion of waiving the enrollment requirements for physicals or immunizations?

A. No, immunizations requirements remain the same right now.  If an extension for immunization timing changes, we will inform the districts.
 

	Q. Can you elaborate more on the variable instruction and how that looks and approval from anyone?  
 
A. You do not need approval to use a variable instructional calendar. You must meet the criteria of starting later than the Monday closest to Aug. 26 and have 1,062 hours of instruction.  Instructional days completed are proportionally equivalent to 170 days.  
 

	Q. Is there any chance that we could work with IC to get them to continue the COVID-19 Attendance option for participation? They don't plan to at this time, but if they did, we could utilize performance based set-up to ensure we are able to use flexible scheduling for in-seat time, but also be able to track attendance.
 
A. Next year will go back to the same, traditional methods that we have had in the past.  At this time, there will not be any COVID-19 attendance option. The COVID-19 attendance option was for districts and did not affect funding. Please direct any questions to Ronda Devine..  
 

	Q. Does the Calendar Committee have to develop the two or three alternative calendars?
 
A. The commissioner is asking for an early calendar plan, a traditional calendar plan and a late calendar plan. It is the district’s option to decide on how they want to craft their calendars.  Some districts are having all their plans approved by their board so they can utilize any of them quickly for the coming school year. Associate Commissioner Robin Kinney stressed the importance of communicating with your community members to keep them informed on next steps.



	Q. If we used performance-based classes and a student transfers mid- year, we could put the final grade as it stands on the day they transfer and receive funding for the time that they were enrolled?
 
A. We are working on clarification for this question, but as it stands, the same procedures you have used in the past would be the same that you would use now.  



	Q. Do we end date t-codes on March 13 or do we complete that task like always at the end of the year? 
 
A. You must wait until the end of the school year which includes the contract days for employees.



	Q. Should we be developing additional calendars for the 2020-2021 school year? If so, how many? What is the criteria for these calendars?  
 
A. The commissioner suggested three calendar plans, an early calendar plan, a traditional calendar plan and a late calendar plan.  

	
Q: For those districts choosing to submit 2019-2020 Superintendent Annual Attendance Report (SAAR), how will districts verify the numbers that are sent back to us from KDE once calculated?

A. KDE will send the calculation that we use to verify the data.
 

	Q. Can KDE provide any guidance/assistance to districts that are trying to determine to use 2019-2020 SAAR or not on calculating non-traditional instruction (NTI) aggregate days present/absent/adjusted?
 
A. There are many variables that are part of the calculation and we do not know how more than 10 NTI days will affect the calculation.
 

	Q. If we have already submitted calendar with an Aug. 12 start day but end up using later start date after Aug. 24, can we use the variable instruction calendar to meet 1,062 hours instead of meeting the 170-day requirement?
 
A. Yes. Once the year has ended, you can send in your amended calendar showing the 1,062 hours of instruction, starting instruction later than the Monday closest to Aug. 26.


	

	Q. When is the NTI application due for the 2020-2021 school year?

A. June 15, 2020

	Q. If we use the later start date for the calendar, how will having fewer student days (152) verses 170 student days effect SAARS funding for the 20212022 school year?


	
A. If a district has adopted a variable student instructional year calendar, the number of student attendance days is proportionally equivalent to 170 student attendance days and calendar days for the purposes funding under KRS 157.350. In other words, if a district has 152 student attendance days, the funding calculation will be based on 170 days. 
 

	Q. Will districts be allowed to have all courses be performance based for school year 2020-2021 to determine attendance based on passing or failing of classes? If yes, what issues in the SAAR could reduce funding if any?

	 
A. Performance-based courses give 100% attendance for passing grades and no credit if students fail. This will not change for the coming school year. Also, keep in mind that performance-based grading does not work for standard-based grading that is used in many elementary schools.
 

	Q. If we have a traditional calendar submitted to KDE but with the conditions at hand, if we have to start Aug. 24 or later would we be able to apply the rules of the variable calendar legislation?
 
A. Yes. You can amend your calendar at the end of the year.
 

	Q. Should we be developing additional calendars for the 2020-2021 school year? What is the criteria for these calendars?  
 
A. The calendars must meet the same criteria as they do any other year. More information can be found on the KDE School Calendar Guidance webpage.
 

	Q. We are choosing to use numbers from 2018-2019 for SAAR. What, if any, reports still need to be run or submitted to KDE? Is there an updated list on KDE's website?

A. You do not need to run any reports for 2018-2019. KDE will pull the totals over from last year. Your district must put all your 2019-2020 data in IC and make sure it is current. We will use the information for other reports.

	 
Q. Has anyone in your office taken information from a district’s SAAR from last year, inserted NTI days and did a trial to see how it impacted their funding compared to what they would actually receive?

A. We have not done this because the calculation would not be accurate. The funding is tied to other totals along with other district totals.



	Q. I like the idea of using performance based/virtual instead of seat time, but attendance credit is based on completion of the course. What do we do if we service a student all year long and they move right before the close of the year? We would lose all funding for those students?

A. We are looking closer in detail to this question. Currently, you would put a passing grade for the portion completed and end date the student. The district where they move would then finish the coursework and give the final grade, getting a portion of credit where they completed the course.



	[bookmark: _Hlk40870756][bookmark: _Hlk40870915]Q. If school year 2020-2021 includes a daily schedule in which students are both seat-time and virtual, will there be guidance on tracking attendance?



	A. Yes, we are currently looking at different calendar schedules to determine how we can track attendance for calendars that do not follow traditional set-up.

	[bookmark: _Toc38015548]
Q. Can you share the KDPP Listserv address? Would there be districts willing to share their variable calendars that they’ve used?



	A. Here is the link to speak with other DPP’s to share ideas KYDPP Listserv.



	[bookmark: _Hlk40871273]Q. Has there been any discussion with starting the school year on time with original calendar with NTI days?


	A. KDE has not released any guidance regarding this at this time. 

	
Q. The front-loaded calendar you spoke about that used the teacher contract days up front, was that utilizing the variable instructional calendar?



	A. Yes, a district had the idea to put teacher work days to meet contract requirements prior to the instructional year for students.






	Q. If we use performance based/virtual, will we still be able to receive transportation funding for students?

A. If the student rides the bus, districts will receive funding for their transportation. If students do not ride the bus, districts will not receive funding for their transportation. It does not matter what courses students are taking or the kind of courses when they get to school.  

	Q. Realizing transportation is included with that, do we still need to submit the transportation report from private and parochial schools through the KDE web apps for the current school year (2019-2020)? Or will that information be used from 2018-2019 as well?



	A. The transportation report that you are referring to is separate from SAAR and should be submitted as you normally would submit it every year. All information should be current in the system. Follow-through with all reports as you normally would for any other year. If you are using 2018-2019 SAAR, then you do not submit a SAAR since we have that from last year, but all other reports must be submitted and recorded into IC.

	
Q. Will you send the PowerPoint out to everyone and the recording?



	A. Yes, the PowerPoint slides and recording can be found on the KDE Website.
If you would like to hear the recording, you can go to the invite from this meeting on your calendar, click on the link as you normally would and the recording is available. We also will put the recording on our website.  
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