Continued EL Identification Letter (English)

[bookmark: _GoBack]Date:
Dear Parent/Guardian,
Our school district is required under federal law to identify students who speak a language other than English, and evaluate their English language proficiency to determine if they would benefit from additional educational services. 
As you know, your child was identified as an English learner based on information provided on their home language survey and an English language proficiency screener score upon their initial enrollment in the school district. Federal law requires that districts assess the English language proficiency of all English learner students each year. This past spring, your child participated in the ACCESS for ELLs language proficiency test to meet that requirement. Your child’s most recent ACCESS scores are listed below:
[Enter ACCESS/Alternate ACCESS scores here]
In Kentucky, scores lower than 4.5 overall composite on a Tier B/C ACCESS test or a P2 on the Alternate ACCESS test qualify a child to be placed in the English learner program. The English learner program offers additional supports to help improve your child’s listening, speaking, reading and writing skills in English, as well as support them in meeting age-appropriate academic standards for grade promotion and graduation. The expected rate of transition out of the English learner program is [Insert number] years.
Your child’s level of academic achievement is [List student’s level of academic achievement and indicate the appropriate source below] based on: 
☐  Grades
☐  KPREP scores
☐  Interim assessment scores (in-class assessment, benchmark test, etc.) 
To review your child’s grades in detail, please log into the school’s online parent portal, Infinite Campus.
The following methods of instruction are used in our district’s English learner program. The method that has been selected for your child’s English learner services is checked. This method was selected to best meet the educational needs and strengths of your child: 
[Note to Districts: List EL service(s) available in the district and a brief description here using the following LIEP Description list. Check the service(s) selected for this student and delete services not available in the district.]
☐  Content Area Tutoring – One-on-one or small group tutoring or assistance to English learners during school hours. Tutoring generally is provided by teachers other than bilingual or ESL teachers, and may be provided by an aide under the direction of a teacher. This method can benefit students by assisting them with content area assignments.
☐  Content-Based English as a Second Language (ESL) – Use of instructional materials, learning tasks and classroom techniques from academic content areas as the vehicle for developing language, content, cognitive and study skills. English is used as the medium of instruction. This method helps students acquire technical vocabulary and grammar used in academic language and builds background knowledge, which makes mainstream classes more comprehensible. When students are aware that what they are learning in their ESL class is relevant to their academic success, this can be highly motivating, especially for older students. 
☐  Dual Language – Also known as Two-Way Immersion or Developmental Bilingual Education, the goal of these bilingual programs is for students to develop language proficiency in two languages by receiving instruction in English and in another language in a classroom that usually is comprised of half native English speakers and half native speakers of the other language. This method encourages students to master English, but not at the cost of losing their native language. It also allows students to use language in relevant and real-world ways. 
☐  English as a Second Language (ESL) – Also known as English Language/Literacy Development. A program of techniques, methodology and special curriculum designed to teach students who are English learners English language skills, which may include listening, speaking, reading, writing, study skills, content vocabulary and cultural orientation. Instruction is based on a special curriculum that typically involves little or no use of the native language, focuses on language (as opposed to content) and usually is taught during specific school periods. For the rest of the school day, students may be placed in mainstream classroom, an immersion program or a bilingual education program. This method uses the academic and cultural experiences of the student as a platform to provide the appropriate instruction in English.
☐  Heritage Language – This method is a dual language program designed for students who primarily are English speakers with some proficiency in or a cultural connection to the partner language through their family, community or country of origin. This method encourages students to develop and maintain their home language. 
☐  Newcomer Program – Newcomer programs are separate, relatively self-contained educational interventions designed to meet the academic transitional needs of newly arrived immigrants. Typically, students attend these programs before they enter more traditional interventions (e.g., English language development programs or mainstream classrooms with supplemental ESL instruction). This method helps newly arrived students develop English skills and develops appropriate content area instruction, assists students in acclimating to the U.S. school system and builds or strengthens a student’s native language skills. 
☐  Pull-Out ESL Resource – Programs that remove English learners from general education classes to pre-teach, teach or re-teach English language skills and/or academic content covered by the general education classroom teacher. This method can benefit students by allowing them to receive more individualized attention in small groups.
☐  Sheltered English Instruction – An instructional approach used to make academic instruction in English understandable to students who are English learners. In the sheltered classroom, teachers use physical activities, visual aids and the environment to teach vocabulary for concept development in mathematics, science, social studies and other subjects. This method uses techniques such as direct teaching of vocabulary and explicit modeling that makes content more accessible to all learners.
☐  Structured English Immersion – The goal of this program is the acquisition of English language skills so the student who is an English learner student can succeed in an English-only mainstream classroom. All instruction in an immersion strategy program is in English.  Teachers have specialized training in meeting the needs of students who are English learners, possessing either a bilingual education or ESL teaching credential and/or training and strong receptive skills in the student’s primary language. This method requires students to learn quickly in order to keep up with the class and refrains from alienating students by not taking them out of the classroom environment.
☐  Transitional Bilingual Education – Also known as Early Exit Bilingual Education, this program utilizes a student’s primary language in instruction. The program maintains and develops skills in the primary language and culture while introducing, maintaining and developing skills in English. The primary purpose of the program is to facilitate the English learner’s transition to an all-English instructional program while receiving instruction in an academic subject in the native language, to the extent necessary. Unlike dual language programs, primary language instruction is gradually phased out of content as the student’s English language proficiency increases. These programs may be initiated at any grade level according to individual student performance, and therefore have the flexibility to support more mobile student populations. 
☐  Other – [If the district provides programs other than those listed above, insert a brief description of the program as well as its benefits here. If no additional programs are offered, delete this line.]
(Note to districts: Complete the information if the EL student has been identified as a student with disabilities. If the child does not have a disability, delete this section). If your child has a disability, their English learner program services are developed with special education staff and they support your child’s Individualized Education Program (IEP). Members of the IEP team will include individuals with both knowledge of English language acquisition and an understanding of how to differentiate between your child’s language needs and their special education needs to ensure your child receives services that properly support all their needs. The English learner program your child will be enrolled in meets the objectives of your child’s individualized education program (IEP) because it [Insert information regarding how the selected EL program(s) meets the objectives of the child’s IEP].
You have the right to choose another program or method of instruction for your child, if available. Please contact [Insert name of EL teacher/coordinator] at [Insert phone number] to work with the district and school in selecting another program or method of instruction, if additional programs or methods are offered.
The graduation rate for high school students who receive the additional supports offered through the district’s English learner program is [Insert percent] %. 
You have the right to decline these services at any time by submitting a request to the district’s Title III coordinator, [Insert name of district Title III coordinator], in writing. Students whose parents decline English learner services still are identified as English learners, and must still complete the ACCESS test each year until they reach a score of 4.5 overall composite or higher on a Tier B/C ACCESS test or a score of P2 for students taking the Alternate ACCESS test.
You are invited to participate in the upcoming Program Service Plan meeting to discuss your child’s participation in the English learner program. The meeting to discuss your child’s participation in the English learner program will be held on
[Enter date, time, and location of meeting]
To reschedule the meeting or request an interpreter for the meeting, please contact:
[Enter contact information]
Sincerely,

[Insert your name]
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