
Senate Bill 200 Frequently Asked Questions 

When does SB 200 go into effect? 
All components of SB 200 will be in effect by July 2015. The components that require agencies to develop 
administrative policies, establish FAIR teams, enhance the pre-court diversion process, and require new data 
collection and information sharing went into effect in July 2014. The components changing the public offense 
commitment, probation and informal adjustment processes go into effect in July 2015. 

What is the purpose of SB 200? 
SB 200 provides for a more effective use of resources to hold youth accountable, achieve better outcomes for youth 
and their families, and maintain public safety. The provisions in the legislation are based on recommendations from 
the bi-partisan, inter-branch Unified Juvenile Code Task Force and extensive stakeholder input. The legislation seeks 
to improve outcomes in the juvenile justice system by expanding access to timely, quality treatment and supervision 
in the community, focusing the most intensive resources on serious offenders, and enhancing data collection and 
oversight mechanisms to ensure the policies are working. 

Which youth does SB 200 affect? 
The legislation affects youth who have a status, misdemeanor, or Class D felony offense complaint filed against 
them. Anyone can file a complaint against a juvenile, including law enforcement, victims, and schools. 

Which state or local agencies does SB 200 affect? 
The legislation makes major changes to the policies and practices in the Administrative Office of the Courts and 
Department of Juvenile Justice. The legislation makes minor changes to the policies and practices in the 
Department for Community-Based Services (DCBS), the Department of Behavioral Health, Developmental and 
Intellectual Disabilities (DBHDID), and the Department of Education (KDE). The legislation also creates new 
responsibilities for local agencies that are named representatives of the newly established Family, Accountability, 
Intervention and Response (FAIR) teams (see FAQ below for more information about the FAIR teams). 

What are the changes to the court designated worker (CDW) process? 
The court designated workers handle all cases of youth who are diverted from court and utilize screening tools and 
needs assessments in the diversion process to provide early interventions. The legislation makes this diversion 
process mandatory for status offenders and misdemeanants who have no prior adjudications and no prior diversions. 

What are the local FAIR teams? 
The Family, Accountability, Intervention and Response (FAIR) teams were established to work in collaboration with 
CHFS’s Regional Interagency Councils to develop enhanced case management plans and service referrals for 
juveniles before youth are ever referred to court. CDWs refer cases to the FAIR teams when youth are assessed as 
having high needs, are struggling in diversion, fail to appear or decline diversion. Directors of Pupil Personnel can, 
after consultation with the CDW, refer a case directly to the FAIR team. The FAIR teams provide oversight to the 
work of the CDW and determine the appropriate responses. Court remains an option for youth who are unsuccessful 
in this process, as does a referral to DCBS for a dependency, abuse or neglect investigation. 

What changes does SB 200 make to the court process? 
The legislation does not make any changes to the court process for status offenders. Once youth are referred to 
court, judges can still hold status offenders in contempt of court and detain them if they violate court orders. 
However, the goal of the pre-court process established in SB 200 is to reduce the number of cases that are ever 
brought before a judge and, for the cases that do end up in court, provide the judge with information on what 
efforts have already been made to provide services and treatment. 

  



For public offenders who end up in court, the legislation expands the judge’s ability to use the informal adjustment 
process in lieu of formally adjudicating the case. The legislation also limits how long youth can be put on probation, 
which youth can be committed to the Department of Juvenile Justice (DJJ), and how long they can be committed to 
DJJ and held in out of home placement. Prior to SB 200, youth were probated or committed to DJJ for an indefinite 
period of time until they turned 18 years old (see FAQs below for more information about the public offense 
changes). 

Which public offenders cannot be committed to DJJ? 
The legislation restricts misdemeanor and Class D felony offenders from being committed to DJJ unless they have 
been adjudicated for a deadly weapon offense, an offense that would classify the juvenile as a sex offender, or 
unless they have three or more prior delinquency adjudications or four or more prior adjudications for violation 
offenses. As was the case before SB 200, status offenders cannot be committed to DJJ, but can be committed to 
DCBS. 

What happens to public offenders who are still committed to DJJ? 
The legislation requires DJJ to develop case plans for all youth using risk and needs assessment tools that take into 
consideration the juvenile’s risk of reoffending and the seriousness of the offense. The legislation changes a number 
of commitment policies for misdemeanants and Class D felons who were not adjudicated on a sex offense or deadly 
weapons offense. The legislation limits the youth’s amount of time in out of home placement to four months if they 
were committed on a misdemeanor and eight months if they were committed on a Class D felony. The legislation also 
limits the total amount of time that youth may be committed to DJJ, including time on community supervision (12 
months for misdemeanants, 18 months for Class D felons). The legislation does not make any changes to the 
commitment process for youth charged with a Class A, Class B or Class C felony offense. 

What happens to youth who violate probation? 
The legislation requires the use of graduated sanctions in response to probation violations to encourage compliance 
and, if the youth is still not successful, permits detention for up to 30 days. Youth cannot be committed to DJJ on 
violations of probation unless the judge had previously suspended the commitment. Additionally, misdemeanants 
and Class D felons may only be on probation or court monitoring for 12 months total supervision. 

How does SB 200 emphasize evidence-based decision-making? 
Evidence-based screening and assessment tools must be utilized by CDWs and DJJ staff. These tools help to guide 
treatment, supervision and placement decisions for juveniles, both in the community and in out of home placement. 
Results of the risk and needs assessments must also be provided to the court prior to disposition. The legislation also 
requires that 50 percent of DJJ’s programs be evidence-based by 2016 and 75 percent be evidence-based by 2018. 

What are the data collection requirements in SB 200? 
The legislation requires increased data collection and reporting to measure the results of the programs and policies 
and ensure that they are achieving the intended results. Specifically, the legislation requires the state to track 
juvenile recidivism outcomes, the number of status offenders who are committed to DCBS, complaint outcomes at 
the CDW-level, and school-based incident data. 

What is the Juvenile Justice Oversight Council? 
The legislation establishes an Oversight Council to oversee the implementation of SB 200, review performance 
measures, and make recommendations for changes or improvements based on the data. The Oversight Council will 
also continue to review juvenile justice and education issues that were not addressed by the Unified Juvenile Code 
Task Force. 
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