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Presenter
Presentation Notes
Explain that 2e students are one of the lowest identified populations in our state. The aim today is to dispel any myths educators might have about identifying students who have a disability but may also be gifted. We will also look at the characteristics of 2e students, how to identify them and how educators can assist in providing services for these students.


Presentation Objectives

» What is Twice Exceptional (2€e)?
» How do educators identify 2e students?
» How do educators support 2e students?
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Review objectives


What 1s 2e?
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Rather than me tell you what it is, let us investigate and explore together.
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Activity — Gallery Walk

“I fully expect the third grade to hold plenty of difficulties,
but Pve had a restful summer and think Pm up to whatever

challenges I encounter.”

800 =918

Using the poster
paper placed arounc
the room, list
characteristics of
students with
disabilities and gifted.

When the timer
sounds, move to the
next poster and add
any characteristics
that you think shoul /
be added.
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Place poster paper labeled: Autism, SLD, ADHD, GT
Record strengths and challenges on chart paper


Big Ideas

» What surprised you?
» What are similar traits across categories?
» What did you notice about differences?
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Record thoughts on chart paper


What is Twice Exceptional?

» The National Association of Gifted Children
describes twice exceptional children as
those who have characteristics of gifted
students with the potential for high
achievement and give evidence of one or
more disabilities as defined by federal or
state eligibility criteria.



https://www.nagc.org/
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Ramifications of Overlooking 2e
students

Less likely to be identified later
Future educational plans may be compromised
Less likely to receive testing accommodations

Many colleges require assessment within 3 year
of entrance

Unidentified 2e students have no access to
supports

Unidentified students may choose to drop out o
school
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Less likely to receive accommodations through a 504 plan without a history of accommodations on standardized testing.

Students may be pushed out of school without supports which allow them to take remedial summer courses.


Gifted Regulations and Special
Considerations/Exceptions

704 KAR 3:285, Section 4
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Gifted students are a category in the federal regulations of exceptional students. In our state, gifted students have there own regulations and are not a part of  the special education program in KY. Gifted education is a state program which receives a state grant to assist districts with their gifted program.


®
Gifted Regulations 704 KAR 3:285 Section 4

School staff should take into
consideration environmental, cultural

and disabling conditions which may
mask a child’s true abilities.

Students to consider are:

Students with disabilities (with an IEP)
Disadvantaged

Underachieving
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In the Gifted Regulations, school personnel should also consider special needs students for gifted services.


Gifted Categories

» General Intellectual Ability

» Specific Academic Aptitude
» Creativity

» Leadership

» Visual and Performing Arts
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There are the five gifted categories in KY. 2e students can be considered for any of these categories. 


Road Blocks to Identification




Myth #1

» Gifted students
must be good at
everything.

A+
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Gifted students do NOT have to be good at everything. Often students are identified in only one area. A student may struggle in academics but be extremely gifted in the arts or creativity.


Gifted students are
always mature,

self-directed and
well-behaved.
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Gifted students may develop in an asynchronous manner – meaning cognitively they are advanced but growing at a normal rate social emotionally and physically.
Sometimes students who are bored will act up because they have completed their work and have nothing to do. Also, some gifted students are very passionate or more knowledgeable about a subject that the teacher and feel compelled to share their knowledge.



Myth #3

» Gifted students
don’t need extra
help. They are

smart enough to
g figure it out for

themselves.
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Gifted students may pick up the content quicker than other students, but they will still struggle. Sometimes they will not say anything for fear of not appearing “gifted”. They may think they should not struggle and to have all the correct answers.


Three Profiles of Twice Exceptional Students
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There are three types of unidentified 2e students.


®
Profile #1 - The “Just Try Harder” Profile

Students who are identified as gifted and have an
undetected learning disability:

Students may have a large vocabulary and
excellent verbal abilities.

Handwriting and spelling abilities often contradict e dess | wl b e

verbal ability. i -
Students in this category also achieve on grade 2o PO TR o0
level, thus causing their learning disability to be Wity barder in ¢, N - Vorder i coss
overlooked. : W

ldentification of their disabilities could offer these
students an understanding of their academic
difficulties and ease their frustration with school.
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Student is identified as gifted, but due to poor skill such as organization or writing, the student struggles to keep up with peers.


Profile #2 — The “Just Average” Profil

Students who could be twice-exceptional, however, are not
identified gifted or with a disability:

These students’ superior intelligence seems to
compensate for their undiagnosed learning disability.

They usually receive instruction in the general
classroom and often perform at grade level, so no “red
flags” are raised.

These students are often functioning below their
potential.

Their abilities and disabilities “mask” each other.

The talents of students in this group often emerge in
specific content areas, becoming noticed later in life.
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Student is identified as a student with a disability, but talents are overlooked. Some educators believe if a student has a disability, such a behavior disability, they could not possibly be considered for gifted services.


®
Profile #3 — The “Can’t be Gifted” Profile

Identified with a disability but their exceptional abilities are
unrecognized or unidentified:

They are identified more often than those in the previous
two groups because they stand out in the classroom.

These bright students often fail in school and are noticed
because of their disability, not because of their talents.

Because little attention is given to their strengths, these
students become more aware of their difficulties in
learning, feeling academic failure more often than success.

Over time, this negative outlook on school can lead to
disruptive classroom behavior and feelings of low self-
concept.
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Students gifts mask the disability. As the curriculum becomes increasingly more difficult, the student usually can no longer hide the disability.


How do We Identify Twice
Exceptional Students?




Strengths and Challenges
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Superior vocabulary

Highly creative

Resourceful

Curious

Imaginative

Questioning

Problem solving ability
Sophisticated sense of humor
Wide range of interest

Special talent or consuming
interest

VvV ¥V VvV VvV VvV VvV v V9

Easily frustrated
Stubborn
Manipulative
Opinionated
Argumentative

Written expression
Highly sensitive to criticism

Inconsistent academic
performance

Lack of organization and study
skills

Difficulty with social interactions



Evaluation Process
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It is important that the 2e student receive support for both their disability and their talent.


Formal Assessment

Formal
Assessments

Individually
administered
intelligence test

Diagn ostic Look for discrepancies
achievement tests

Tests of aptitude
- Test of creativity




Informal Assessent

Informal
assessments

Evaluation by
experts or teachers

Classroom
observations

Peer evaluations

Auditions
(performing)




Case Studies

» Brandon
» Alicia

» George
» Doug




Directions

» Read through the scenario.

» Highlight with one color the strengths and
with a different color the challenges of the
student.

» Discuss how the strengths can be used to
improve the challenges.




Jot Downs

Staff can use these
forms to help them
find students with
gifted and talented
characteristics.

CREATIVE THINKING JOT DOWN

Brief description of Date ) I
observed activity: Ma. Day T
Teacher
Grade School
1. As show evi of the ing crestive thinking characteristics in comparison with age peers, jot their names down in the appropriate box'es,
“+2. When di for gifted ices, use this i i ion jot down as a i of student per as creative thinkers.

Offers many ideas. (fluency)

Dizplays =ability to switch categories or
change ideas. (flexibility)

Develops ideas with details. (slaboration)

Offers ideas no one else may have
thought of. (originality)

Asks questions about everything and
anything. {alert and curious)

Appears bored with routine tasks and may
refuse to complete them.

Uses imaginative and a strong sense of
fantasy.

Appesrs to be day dreaming at times.

May be uninhibited with ideas or opinions;
is i radical or i in

I= & high risk taker with an adventurous and

expressing ideas.

=pirit.

Has high energy level which may cause
student to getin trouble.

Sees humer in situstions others do not
see (keen sense of humaor).

Offers ideas others may view as wild and
crazy.

May not read rules or may question the
rules.

Enjoys sp it i

without considering the consequences.

Appears reflective or ideslistic.

Developed by L. Whaley and M. Evans. The Center

or Gifted Studies, Western Kentucky University |

Our
Commonwealth




How Do We Support 2e Students?




Four Key Elements for 2e Students

Nurturing environment - to encourage the
development of their potential

Learning Strategies - to meet their needs
including curriculum that challenges their
thinking and promotes high-level problem
solving

Social and Emotional Support - to help them
develop an awareness of self and
understanding of their own needs

Strength-based/ Interest-based
Programming and Interventions - to provide
challenging learning opportunities in the
child's Zone of Proximal Development (ZPD)




Affective Needs Must Be Addressed

One of the most common characteristics of the twice-exceptional
child is low self-esteem. They often disguise this low self-esteem
through the use of one or more of the following behaviors:

Anger

Self-criticism

Crying

Disruption or Clowning
Denial of problems
Withdrawal

Daydreaming and fantasy
Apathy

It is important to remember that often EFFORT SUCCESS for the
2e Student.




Our Brain Feels....

» Did you know that the brain feels
before it thinks?

» The amygdala (think 'fight or flight'
part of the brain) receives stimuli 40
milliseconds before the cortex (the
thinking part of the brain.) (LeDoux,
1996).

» What this means is that stress impedes
learning. It is imperative that we as
educators connect with our students
and work to create a learning
environment for them that positively
impacts their learning.

» Our 2e students need a connection
with a caring adult who will advocate
for them to be successful.




Signs to Watch Out For:

Underachievement
Perfectionism
Procrastination
Depression

Stress

Anxiety
Interpersonal connections




Focus on Strengths

The essential element in meeting the educational needs of
students who are 2e¢ is providing instruction that emphasizes
these students’ strengths and interests while remediating their
learning deficits - but focus on strengths first.

The self-concept scores of LD students who were also
receiving gifted services were significantly higher than those
receiving services for their learning disability only

Adjust your programming to meet their strengths

When students’ services included gifted programming that
focused on their strengths, the self-concepts of students
who are gifted/LD matched those of their nondisabled
peers

https://www.world-gifted.org/WCGTC17-Presentations/3-4-
5.pdf




Fundamental of Dual Differentiated Curriculum
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Bridging the Gap

» Special education and gifted teachers need
to work together.

» GT teacher/coordinator should be invited to
ARC meetings.
» The GT teacher may have known the student

for many years and if so will have prior
knowledge about the student.




Famous People Who Were or Are
Twice Exceptional
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Thomas Edison
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Thomas Alva Edison was unable
to read until he was twelve years
old and his writing skills were poor
throughout his life. 


James Earl Jones
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Although known for his voice, James Earl
Jones was born with a stuttering problem that
made him very self-conscious, and he was
almost mute until the age of 15. A high school
teacher discovered Jones had a gift for writing
poetry, thought forcing public speaking would
help him out of his silence and insisted that he
recite a poem to the class each day. Jones
claims that he still stutters sometimes (it doesn't
bother him anymore) but was mostly cured by
being forced to speak to an audience
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Diagnosed with ALS at age 21 and was given two years to live. Yet he went on to Cambridge to become a brilliant researcher and Professorial Fellow at Gonville and Caius College. From 1979 to 2009 he held the post of Lucasian Professor at Cambridge, the chair held by Isaac Newton in 1663. Professor Hawking has over a dozen honorary degrees and was awarded the CBE in 1982. He is a fellow of the Royal Society and a member of the US National Academy of Science. Stephen Hawking is regarded as one of the most brilliant theoretical physicists since Einstein.


Robin Williams
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dyslexic, AD/HD.  Refers to himself as "the poster child for ADD"


Where would we be without the
achievements and contributions of
these twice-exceptional individuals?




Resources

» National Association for Gifted Children

» Colorado Department for Gifted Education
» Gifted Guru

» Byrdseed

» Hoagies Gifted Education Page

» Council for Exceptional Children - TAG



http://www.nagc.org/
https://www.cde.state.co.us/gt
http://www.giftedguru.com/
https://www.byrdseed.com/
https://www.hoagiesgifted.org/
https://www.cec.sped.org/Special-Ed-Topics/Specialty-Areas/Gifted

Books

Twice Exceptional Gifted Children:

Understanding, Teaching, and Counseling Gifted
Students by Beverly Trail Ed.D.

Smart but Scattered: The Revolutionary “Executive
Skills” Approach to Helping Kids Reach Their
Potential by Peg Dawson, Richard Guare

Different Minds: Gifted Children with Ad/HD,
Asperger Syndrome and Other Learning Deficits by
Deirdre V. Lovecky

Kingore Observation Inventory
by Bertie W. Kingore Ph.D.




Questions?




2e Quote

"Too often the strengths and interests
of Gifted-Learning Disabled students
are either unrecognized, seen but ignored,
put on hold, or are irksome becavse they
are the wrong talents for conventional
school achievement.”

- Susan Bauvm £ Steven Owen,
avthors of "To Be Gifted

and Learning Disabled”
45
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It is so important that students with disabilities are also given the chance to explore their gifts. Although these students may seem very different from the high achieving student, they deserve the same opportunities.


Contact Information

Kathie Anderson
Phone: (502) 564-4970 ext. 4133
Email: kathie.anderson@education.ky.gov

April Pieper
Phone: (502) 564-4970 ext. 4519
Email: april.pieper@education.ky.gov



mailto:kathie.anderson@education.ky.gov
mailto:april.pieper@education.ky.gov
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