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Special Education 
Evaluation and 

Eligibility  

Episode Topics:

• Referral for Special 
Education and Related 
Services

• Evaluation for Special 
Education 

• Eligibility for Special 
Education



Special 
Education 

Laws

Federal Law: Individuals with Disabilities Education 
Act (IDEA)

Kentucky Law: Kentucky Administrative 
Regulations (KAR) for Special Education 
Programs

The IDEA and KARs apply to students from ages 3 
to 21, or preschool to high school. 
 

https://sites.ed.gov/idea/
https://sites.ed.gov/idea/
https://apps.legislature.ky.gov/law/kar/TITLE707.HTM
https://apps.legislature.ky.gov/law/kar/TITLE707.HTM
https://apps.legislature.ky.gov/law/kar/TITLE707.HTM


What is Special Education?

Individualized instruction 
that is specially designed 
and uniquely tailored to 

meet the needs of eligible 
students with disabilities.

Special Education services 
and supports are outlined 
in the student’s Individual 
Education Program (IEP).



Who is Eligible for Special Education?

• An eligible child is between the ages of 3 to 21.

• A child is eligible if there is an adverse effect.

• Adverse effect means learning and performance are 

clearly and consistently behind their classmates. 



Who Determines Eligibility for Special Education 
and Related Services? 

The admissions and release committee (ARC) follows a 
process to determine if a child is eligible for special 
education and related services.

Special 

Tools

Extra Adult 

Support
Technology



Who are the Members of the ARC?

Parent
General Education Teacher Representative of Agency

Special Education Teacher Evaluation Interpreter Child



What are Procedural Safeguards?

• Procedural Safeguards are a list of rights 
that protect you and your child.

• The law requires school districts to offer 
parents a written copy of their Procedural 
Safeguards one time a school year. 



Family-School 
Partnerships are 

Key to child 
Success

Parents are Members of the 
ARC and can provide:

Developmental history (e.g., 
medical history, major events)

Strengths

Areas for growth

Who the child is at home

Hopes and goals 



Kentucky’s Disability Categories

Autism (AUT)
Deaf-Blindness 

(DB)

Developmental 
Delay (DD) 3  

through age 8

Emotional-
Behavioral 

Disability (EBD)

Functional Mental 
Disability (FMD)

Hearing 
Impairment (HI)

Mild Mental 
Disability (MMD)

Multiple 
Disabilities (MD)

Orthopedic 
Impairment (OI)

Other Health 
Impairment (OHI)

Speech-Language 
Impairment (SLI)

Specific Learning 
Disability (SLD)

Traumatic Brain 
Injury (TBI)

Visual Impairment 
(VI)



Referral for 
Special 

Education 
and 

Related 
Services

child identified as possibly needing special education and 
related services

Referral for special education

ARC meeting will be scheduled to address the concerns in the 
referral

If the ARC decides to evaluate, a plan is made and the parent 
gives consent



What Happens During an Evaluation?

Student’s Work

Special Testing Observations

Information from 

Family

Goal: To get a full picture of the child’s functional, developmental, 

social, behavioral and academic performance



What Happens if My child is Determined 
Eligible for Special Education?

Three tasks are to be completed within 60 school days:

Evaluate the child 

Develop an IEP

Begin delivering services 



What Happens at the Eligibility Meeting?

• Discuss results

• Complete the eligibility form

• If eligible, the ARC will:

• Discuss results

• Determine services

• Develop goals

• Give consent for services to begin 



How Does My child Continue to Receive 
Special Education and Related Services?

Annual Review

Every 

Year

ARC 

Meeting

Discuss 

Goals

Are Changes 

Needed

Create New 

Goals



How Does My child Continue to Receive 
Special Education and Related Services? 2

Re-Evaluation

Every Three

Years

How Your child 

is Doing

Still Eligible
Are Changes 

Needed



What if I Disagree with the Evaluation 
Results?

The parent can request an Independent Educational 
Evaluation (IEE) which means: 

• A professional not employed by the school system completes the 

evaluation;

• The school must provide information for getting an IEE;

• One free IEE allowed after each evaluation; and

• Results must be considered by the school system.



Who can I Contact in My District if I have Questions 
about the Evaluation and Eligibility Process? 

• Your student’s teacher or case manager

• Director of Special Education (DoSE) for 
student’s school district

• Open House: District and School Directory

• Preschool Coordinator for your student’s school 
district

https://openhouse.education.ky.gov/Directory
https://openhouse.education.ky.gov/Directory


Resources

• Kentucky Department of Education Evaluation and Eligibility 
webpage

• Center for Parent Information and Resources webpage 
on Evaluating School-Aged Children for Disability

• Kentucky SPIN’s Dispute Resolution and Procedural 
Safeguards Webinar

• Part B Procedural Safeguards Notice

• KDE OSEEL Parent and Family Rights webpage

• KDE OSEEL Parent and Family Toolbox

https://www.education.ky.gov/specialed/excep/GuidanceResources/Pages/evalelig.aspx
https://www.parentcenterhub.org/
https://www.parentcenterhub.org/
https://www.parentcenterhub.org/evaluation/
https://www.parentcenterhub.org/evaluation/
https://www.parentcenterhub.org/evaluation/
https://www.kyspin.com/video/dispute-resolution-and-procedural-safeguards-webinar/
https://www.kyspin.com/video/dispute-resolution-and-procedural-safeguards-webinar/
https://www.education.ky.gov/specialed/excep/GuidanceResources/Documents/Procedural_Safeguards_Notice.pdf
https://www.education.ky.gov/specialed/excep/GuidanceResources/Documents/Procedural_Safeguards_Notice.pdf
https://www.education.ky.gov/specialed/excep/Pages/FamParRights.aspx
https://www.education.ky.gov/specialed/excep/Pages/FamParRights.aspx
https://www.education.ky.gov/specialed/excep/Pages/FamParTool.aspx
https://www.education.ky.gov/specialed/excep/Pages/FamParTool.aspx


Resources (2)

• Laws in Kentucky:

• Kentucky Administrative Regulations for Exceptional and 
Handicapped Programs

• IEEs:

• 707 KAR 1:340, Section 2

• Right to Obtain an Independent Educational Evaluation

• Kentucky Parent Guide for Special Education

https://apps.legislature.ky.gov/law/kar/titles/707/001
https://apps.legislature.ky.gov/law/kar/titles/707/001
https://apps.legislature.ky.gov/law/kar/titles/707/001
https://nam11.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fapps.legislature.ky.gov%2Flaw%2Fkar%2Ftitles%2F707%2F001%2F340%2F&data=05%7C01%7Cshasta.hensley%40education.ky.gov%7Ce3274026caab4b07aaea08dae29b0e56%7C9360c11f90e64706ad0025fcdc9e2ed1%7C0%7C0%7C638071453008955712%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=AMwQBBg73qU5DXbmGNDAuPLL7Ua8uRBGqwjJJ1FgAv4%3D&reserved=0
https://nam11.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fapps.legislature.ky.gov%2Flaw%2Fkar%2Ftitles%2F707%2F001%2F340%2F&data=05%7C01%7Cshasta.hensley%40education.ky.gov%7Ce3274026caab4b07aaea08dae29b0e56%7C9360c11f90e64706ad0025fcdc9e2ed1%7C0%7C0%7C638071453008955712%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=AMwQBBg73qU5DXbmGNDAuPLL7Ua8uRBGqwjJJ1FgAv4%3D&reserved=0
https://nam11.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.parentcenterhub.org%2Fiee%2F&data=05%7C01%7Cshasta.hensley%40education.ky.gov%7Ce3274026caab4b07aaea08dae29b0e56%7C9360c11f90e64706ad0025fcdc9e2ed1%7C0%7C0%7C638071453008955712%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=uxLXMC1luetJ5DICcy1mIufZAq92FMUYtPznm6KZYXg%3D&reserved=0
https://nam11.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.parentcenterhub.org%2Fiee%2F&data=05%7C01%7Cshasta.hensley%40education.ky.gov%7Ce3274026caab4b07aaea08dae29b0e56%7C9360c11f90e64706ad0025fcdc9e2ed1%7C0%7C0%7C638071453008955712%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=uxLXMC1luetJ5DICcy1mIufZAq92FMUYtPznm6KZYXg%3D&reserved=0
https://nam11.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.parentcenterhub.org%2Fiee%2F&data=05%7C01%7Cshasta.hensley%40education.ky.gov%7Ce3274026caab4b07aaea08dae29b0e56%7C9360c11f90e64706ad0025fcdc9e2ed1%7C0%7C0%7C638071453008955712%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=uxLXMC1luetJ5DICcy1mIufZAq92FMUYtPznm6KZYXg%3D&reserved=0
https://nam11.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.parentcenterhub.org%2Fiee%2F&data=05%7C01%7Cshasta.hensley%40education.ky.gov%7Ce3274026caab4b07aaea08dae29b0e56%7C9360c11f90e64706ad0025fcdc9e2ed1%7C0%7C0%7C638071453008955712%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=uxLXMC1luetJ5DICcy1mIufZAq92FMUYtPznm6KZYXg%3D&reserved=0
https://hdi.uky.edu/wp-content/uploads/2024/10/Kentucky-Parent-Guide-for-Special-Education-March-2019.pdf
https://hdi.uky.edu/wp-content/uploads/2024/10/Kentucky-Parent-Guide-for-Special-Education-March-2019.pdf


Thank you!

Office of Special Education and Early Learning 

(OSEEL)

502-564-4970
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