
Effective Classroom 
Strategies for Students 

with Disabilities 
Strategy 12: Partnering with Families 

to Promote Behavior Success



Family Collaboration Matters
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families 

Building 
positive 

relationships 
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families 

High Leverage Practice (HLP) 3: Collaborate 

with families to support student learning and 

secure needed services. 

Source: IRIS Center: The Importance of Family Engagement

707 KAR 1:002, Section 1 (43)

https://iriscenterdev.wpengine.com/module/fam/cresource/q1/p01/#content
https://apps.legislature.ky.gov/law/kar/707/001/002.pdf


Building Trust 
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Building trust 
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Communicating with Families 
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Source: HLP 3 Admin Guide

Communicate in the family’s preferred language and format

Use face-to-face meetings 

Share information through written and digital formats

Make phone calls to highlight strengths and discuss supports 

Provide resources to help families support learning at home 

https://exceptionalchildren.org/sites/default/files/2020-12/HLP%203%20Admin%20Guide.pdf?_gl=1*165tiky*_gcl_au*MjEwNzM3ODE0LjE3NTQ0ODQ0ODU.*_ga*MTEzMDE3MjkyOC4xNzIwNTUwODU4*_ga_L4ZFTNESGT*czE3NTQ0ODQ0ODUkbzIyJGcxJHQxNzU0NDg0NTY1JGo1MyRsMCRoMA..*_ga_Y45Y2NWG3S*czE3NTQ0ODQ0ODUkbzEzJGcxJHQxNzU0NDg0NTY1JGo1MyRsMCRoMA..


Collaborating on Behavior Supports 

Collaborative 
planning 
meetings 

Clear roles 

Consistent 
communication 
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Planning for Consistency 

Coaching Support 

Reinforcement Plans

Visual Supports 

Transition Plans 

Crisis Plans 

Learning about 
families 

Building 
positive 

relationships 

Involving 
and 

engaging 
families 



Families as Partners: 
With, Not For or To

• Classroom protocols and 
procedures should reflect and 
embrace a balanced and 
collaborative approach to 
partnership. 

• Partner with families to find 
engagement gaps; surveys, focus 
groups and conversations with 
families provide valuable data. 



Additional Resources
• The Parent Involvement Initiative 

– Human Development Institute

• Partnering for Progress: 4 
Strategies to Support Challenging 
Behavior with Family-School 
Collaboration | Scanlan Center 
for School Mental Health - The 
University of Iowa

• Family Engagement - National 
Center for Pyramid Model 
Innovations

• Center on PBIS | Family

• Family Engagement in Early Care 
and Education Learning Series | 
HeadStart.gov

• Partnering with Families to 
Support Mental Health

• Family Partnerships - CASEL 
School Guide

• HLP [High Leverage Practice] 3 
Admin Guide.pdf 

• Family Engagement: 
Collaborating with Families of 
Students with Disabilities
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Contact Information 

Rebeca Turner

Education Program Consultant 

Division of IDEA Implementation and Preschool

502-564-4970, extension 4164

Rebecca.Turner@education.ky.gov 

Behavior Resources - Kentucky Department of Education

mailto:marcie.bridges@education.ky.gov
https://www.education.ky.gov/specialed/excep/GuidanceResources/Pages/BehaviorResources.aspx
https://www.education.ky.gov/specialed/excep/GuidanceResources/Pages/BehaviorResources.aspx
https://www.education.ky.gov/specialed/excep/GuidanceResources/Pages/BehaviorResources.aspx
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