
Effective Classroom 
Strategies for Students with 

Disabilities 
Strategy 4: Precorrection 



What is 
Precorrection?

Be proactive!

Source: IRIS | Page 3: Precorrection 
(vanderbilt.edu)

Precorrection is a proactive effort to teach, model and 
practice expected behavior. 

Using precorrection can prevent behavior challenges 
before they start.

Reduce disciplinary removals and increase academic 
and social progress. 

https://iris.peabody.vanderbilt.edu/module/bi2-elem/cresource/q1/p03/#:%7E:text=Precorrection%20is%20a%20strategy%20that%20involves%20determining%20when,challenging%20behaviors%20from%20happening%20and%20facilitate%20appropriate%20behavior.
https://iris.peabody.vanderbilt.edu/module/bi2-elem/cresource/q1/p03/#:%7E:text=Precorrection%20is%20a%20strategy%20that%20involves%20determining%20when,challenging%20behaviors%20from%20happening%20and%20facilitate%20appropriate%20behavior.


When Can I Use Precorrection?

Whole Group 
Behaviors 

Individual 
Behaviors 



Using the Strategy 

Identify the 
context and 

potential 
problems

Establish 
behavioral 

expectations 

Adjust the 
context

Provide 
practice 

opportunities 

Offer 
immediate 

and specific 
reinforcement 

Source: IRIS | Page 3: Precorrection 
(vanderbilt.edu)

https://iris.peabody.vanderbilt.edu/module/bi2-elem/cresource/q1/p03/#:%7E:text=Precorrection%20is%20a%20strategy%20that%20involves%20determining%20when,challenging%20behaviors%20from%20happening%20and%20facilitate%20appropriate%20behavior.
https://iris.peabody.vanderbilt.edu/module/bi2-elem/cresource/q1/p03/#:%7E:text=Precorrection%20is%20a%20strategy%20that%20involves%20determining%20when,challenging%20behaviors%20from%20happening%20and%20facilitate%20appropriate%20behavior.


Strategy Practice 

During hallway 
transitions, a 
student often 

runs, jumps, or 
spins while 

walking in the line, 
frequently 

inadvertently 
hitting others 

while doing so.

The classroom 
teacher provides 
verbal reminders 

of hallway 
expectations 
(walking feet, 
quiet mouth, 
hands to self) 

prior to hallway 
transitions.

The special 
education teacher 
creates a poster 

with visual 
expectations that 

hangs by the 
classroom door to 
review on the way 

out each time. 

The special 
education teacher 

practices using 
the visual poster 

to review 
expectations and 
gives the student 

additional practice 
opportunities in 

the hallway 
without other 

students.

The student walks 
in the hallway with 
their class with a 
calm body. The 

classroom teacher 
provides 

immediate 
feedback of “I like 

how you’re 
walking, that 

helps keep our 
class safe.” 



Setting 
Students Up for 

Success 

“Don’t assume students know. Teach it to them.”

Go past verbalizing behavior expectations. Model, rehearse 
and offer reinforcement for following expectations. 

Review behavior expectations often, not just at the beginning 
of the year. 

Provide warnings before transitions or schedule changes. 

Avoid thinking “They should know this by now” and instead 
think, “What is another way that I can help them learn this?”



Problem-Solving Questions 

What environmental supports can easily be added to a classroom to 
prevent a behavior or offer strategies to the student?

When can a student transition late or early to avoid an 
overstimulating whole group or hallway transition?

How can you add predictability to a routine with visual or written 
supports meet a need for structure?



Problem-Solving Questions  

When can the teacher review a 
checklist of expectations prior to 

beginning the lesson?

How can changing a student’s seat 
or moving their desk address the 

problem?



Additional Resources
• IRIS | Page 3: Precorrection (vanderbilt.edu)
• Intervention Guide: Precorrection (Ideas that work) 
• Using Precorrection at Home: A Step-by-Step Guide for Families
• Primary Prevention Strategies – CIBRS

https://iris.peabody.vanderbilt.edu/module/bi2-elem/cresource/q1/p03/#:%7E:text=Precorrection%20is%20a%20strategy%20that%20involves%20determining%20when,challenging%20behaviors%20from%20happening%20and%20facilitate%20appropriate%20behavior.
https://www.education.uw.edu/ibestt/wp-content/uploads/2018/02/Precorrection.pdf
https://www.ci3t.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/03/Setting-Up-for-Success-at-Home-4.3-Precorrection-F2.pdf#:%7E:text=ctable%20times%20when%20children%20and%20youth%20may%20benefit%20from
https://cibrs.com/video-library/vintage/primary-prevention-strategies/


Contact Information 
Rebecca Turner
Education Program Consultant 
Division of IDEA Implementation and Preschool
502-564-4970, extension 4164
Rebecca.Turner@education.ky.gov 

mailto:Rebecca.Turner@education.ky.gov
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