
UDL Engagement:
Overview and

Classroom Application



Engagement
The “WHY” of Learning 

“Why do we have 
to do this?”

“Why are we 
learning 
this?”

“Is this going 
to be on the 

test?”

“Am I ever going 
to use this?”



Student Engagement Considerations
Choice can help fuel interests. 

Increases retention and 
builds confidence. 

Students develop a love for 
learning and persist through 

challenges. 

What reaches one student 
won’t reach another; what 
excites one student won’t 

excite another.



Engagement Affective Network

AFFECT = Making a difference
For students, 

this addresses the 
WHY of learning. 

Universal Design for Learning - Introduction to Engagement

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=zisd44KIwH8


Engagement Guidelines for Providing Options

Overarching Goal of Engagement: 
Purposeful and Reflective Learners

Welcoming Interests 
and Identities

Guideline 7

Sustaining Effort and
 Persistence

Guideline 8

Emotional Capacity

Guideline 9



Engagement Opportunities

Lecture or Whole 
Class Discussion

Peer 
Work

Goal 
Development



Engagement Example in the Elementary 
Classroom

Life Cycle of a Butterfly

https://youtu.be/ShH7zZ6At1g


UDL in the Elementary Classroom

Hands-On Stating Expectations Wait Time

Feedback as the 
Students Work Review/Summary Showing the Visual



Engagement Example in the Secondary 
Classroom

Mitosis

https://youtu.be/DrlmcxHFDsI


UDL in the Secondary Classroom

Showing the Visual Real World 
Connection Stating Expectations

Wait Time Choice



Next Time…
Welcoming Interest and Identities

7.1
Choice

Autonomy

7.2
Relevant

Valuable

Authentic

7.3
Joy

Play

7.4
Bias

Threats

Distractions
Source: cast.org

https://www.cast.org/impact/universal-design-for-learning-udl?_gl=1*1e8cjd3*_ga*NDY3MTc5Nzk0LjE3MDQ4OTQzNzU.*_ga_C7LXP5M74W*MTcwNDg5NDM3NS4xLjAuMTcwNDg5NDM3OC4wLjAuMA..


Take action!

Universal Design for Learning (Part 3): 
Engagement Strategies

Real-world 
applications Student input on 

class activity 
design

Varying activity 
difficulty and 

order Prompt, frequent 
instructor 
feedback

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=cmBsE4LX8NM
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=cmBsE4LX8NM


Additional Resources

• KDE’s Instructional Resources 
webpage (scroll down)

• The UDL Guidelines from CAST

• CAST Engagement | Guidelines and 
Checkpoints

https://www.education.ky.gov/specialed/excep/GuidanceResources/Pages/gdncrsrcs.aspx
https://www.education.ky.gov/specialed/excep/GuidanceResources/Pages/gdncrsrcs.aspx
https://udlguidelines.cast.org/
https://udlguidelines.cast.org/engagement
https://udlguidelines.cast.org/engagement


Contact Information 

Marcie Bridges
502-564-4970, extension 4143
marcie.bridges@education.ky.gov 

mailto:marcie.bridges@education.ky.gov
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