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Dear Mr. Rooney and Dr. Kinnard,

The Every Student Succeeds Act (ESSA) amended a provision of Title 1 of the Elementary and
Secondary Education Act of 1965 related to students participating in alternate assessments
aligned with alternate academic schievement standards (AA-AAAS) of the statewide assessment.
The ESSA requires state education agencies (SEAs) to submit waiver requests to the United
States Department of Education (ED) if more than 1.0% of students participate in the AA-
AAAS. Kentucky was granted a waiver for the 2020-2021 school year for all subject areas.

Pursuant to 34 CFR §200.6(c)(4), the Kentucky Department of Education (KDE) hereby requests
for the Secretary of the ED to approve the extension of its waiver for all subject areas for the
2021-2022 school year in anticipation of Kentucky exceeding 1.0% participation in the AA-
AAAS in at least one subject area based upon an analysis of preliminary data.

TEAM
#TeamKDE #TeamKentucky KE NT U C KY An Equal Opportunity Employer M/F/D


https://education.ky.gov/specialed/excep/instresources/Documents/kyoneprcntwvrxensnApprovalUSED.pdf

The KDE’s application to extend its waiver provides evidence showing:

e Kentucky continues to meet the requirements outlined in 34 CFR §200.6(c)(4)(i) through
@iv).

e Kentucky provided updated information on each requirement in the previous year’s
submission.

e Kentucky will provide preliminary assessment participation data for the 2020-2021
school year.

e Kentucky has achieved substantial progress toward each component of the prior year’s
plan and timeline, including:

a) a description of how Kentucky improved the implementation of its guidelines for
participation in the AA-AAAS and reviewed its definition of students with the
most significant cognitive disabilities (see 34 CFR 200.6(d)(1));

b) a description of how Kentucky monitored and regularly evaluated each local
education agency (LEA) to ensure that the school staff who participated as
members of an Individual Education Program (IEP) Team understood and
implemented the guidelines established by the KDE for participation in the AA-
AAAS so all students are appropriately assessed; and,

c) adescription of how Kentucky continues to address any disproportionality in the
percentage of students taking the AA-AAAS as identified through the data
provided.

The KDE expects the efforts outlined in the attached 1.0% waiver request will continue to reduce
the percentage of students participating in the AA-AAAS and facilitate Kentucky’s progress
toward meeting the 1.0% requirement set by ESSA.

Please contact Sylvia Starkey at sylvia.starkey(@education.ky.gov or (502) 564-4970, extension
4118, to discuss this request to extend Kentucky’s participation waiver. We look forward to
working with ED staff to achieve a positive response to the application.

Sincerely,

«

Jason E. Glass, Ed.D.
Commissioner of Education and Chief Learner
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Kentucky 1.0% Request to Extend Waiver for
Reading, Mathematics and Science
ESSA section 1111(b)(2)(D) and 34 CFR 200.6(c) and (d)
Submission to US Department of Education
August 17, 2021

In accordance with 34 CFR 200.6(c)(4), Kentucky is providing evidence of all requirements to
extend Kentucky 1.0% Request to Extend Waiver for Reading, Mathematics and Science.

Requirement 1 (34 C.F.R §200.6(c)(4)) Submission 90-Days Prior to State Testing Window

Opening
(i) Be submitted at least 90 days prior to the start of the State’s testing window for the relevant
subject:

The KDE is submitting a waiver extension request to the United States Department of Education
(ED) 90 days prior to the start of the testing window for the alternate assessment aligned with
alternate academic achievement standards (AA-AAAS).

Kentucky’s statewide assessment — the Kentucky Performance Rating for Educational Progress
(K-PREP) first of two assessment windows for the AA-AAAS for students with significant
cognitive disabilities is scheduled to begin on November 15, 2021 or later.

Evidence of Progress

The KDE sought public comment for the Kentucky 1.0% Request to Extend Waiver for Reading,
Mathematics and Science. The public was notified through a press release that the public
comment period was open Monday, August 2, 2021 through Friday, August 13, 2021. The press
release was posted on KDE’s website, shared on listservs used by local education agency (LEA)
assessment coordinators and directors of special education (DoSEs), and disseminated via e-mail
to other advisory groups and stakeholders. The public comment posting followed the KDE
protocol and was open for two weeks.

During the public comment period, the KDE received two written comments. Evidence related
to the public comment period is included in SECTION 1: Requirement One (34 CFR
§200.6(c)(4)(1)) of Appendix A: Documentation of Evidence. After receiving public comments,
the KDE reviewed the waiver and submitted it to the ED.

Requirement Two —34 CFR §200.6(c)(4) State Level Data
(ii): Provide state-level data, from the current or previous year, to show:

(A) the number and percent in each subgroup who took the AA-AAAS in the subject area;

The KDE reviewed preliminary data from Kentucky’s statewide assessment for the 2020-2021
school year. The purpose of this review was to determine the participation rates of students
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taking the AA-AAAS. Table One includes the preliminary data' with the number and
percentage of Kentucky students participating in statewide assessments, including participation
in AA-AAAS.

The participation rates revealed at least 1.0% of Kentucky students participated in each of the
subject areas included in the AA-AAAS in the 2020-2021 school year. Therefore, based on
these preliminary data, Kentucky anticipates exceeding the 1.0% threshold outlined in the
ESSA for the 2021-2022 school year.

Table One displays preliminary participation rates by subject area for the 2020-2021 school
year AA-AAAS. The final assessment data will be publicly available on the Open House
website and the Kentucky School Report Card in October 2021. Therefore, in Attachment One,
the KDE provided the number and percentage of all students, including each subgroup of
students, who participated in the AA-AAAS in the 2020-2021 school year by subject area.

Kentucky’s state assessment window for the AA-AAAS is scheduled to begin November 15,
2021 or later. Due to the requirement that states submit a waiver at least 90 days prior to the
assessment window, there was insufficient time to calculate final participation data from the
2020-2021 school year assessment before the deadline for submission of the waiver request.
When the final assessment data are available in October 2021, the KDE will review and submit
the final data. Final data will be submitted to ED no later than November 1, 2021.

Table One: 2020-2021 school year AA-AAAS Participation by Subject’

SUBJECT NUMBER NUMBER PERCENT
PARTICIPATING | PARTICIPATING |PARTICIPATING
INAA-AAAS | INSTATEWIDE | INAA-AAAS
ASSESSMENT
Reading
2 294 1.0°
(clementary/middle/high) 990 94,783 0%
Math ;
(elementary/middle/high) 2,986 294,586 1.0%
Science
1,2 120,1 1.1°
(elementary/middle) 258 0,150 /o

Evidence of Progress

The KDE analyzed various sources to measure progress made towards the previously approved
1.0% waiver from ED. In the subject areas of reading, math and science, the percentage of

! Preliminary data for school year 2020-2021 is the raw number of students participating in state assessments
provided by KDE assessment vendors. The preliminary data does not include state required review and validation at
state, LEA and school level that will impact final data for public reporting.

2 Preliminary data for school year 2020-2021 is the raw number of students participating in state assessments
provided by KDE assessment vendors. The preliminary data does not include state required review and validation at
state, LEA and school level that will impact final data for public reporting.
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students participating in the AA-AAAS has decreased each year. The KDE does not have 2019-
2020 school year assessment participation data; however, the KDE could estimate assessment
participation data derived from AA-AAAS eligibility found within Individual Education
Programs (IEPs) at the end of the 2019-2020 school year. Student IEPs which documented
eligibility to participate in the AA-AAAS for the 2019-2020 school year were included in this
calculation. Table Two demonstrates the percent change in AA-AAAS participation between the
2019-2020 school year® and the 2020-2021 school year.

Table Two: Estimated 2019-2020 school year and 2020-2021 school year AA-AAAS
Participation by Subject

SUBJECT 2019-2020 SCHOOL 2020-2021 SCHOOL ESTIMATED
YEAR ESTIMATED YEAR PERCENT PERCENT CHANGE
PERCENT PARTICIPATING IN| BETWEEN SCHOOL
PARTICIPATING IN AA-AAAS YEARS 2019-2020 &
AA-AAAS 2020-2021
Reading
. . 1.0% 1.0% 0.0%
(elem/middle/high) ? ?
Mathematics
. . 1.0% 1.0% 0.0%
(elem/middle/high) ¢ ¢
Science
. . 1.0% 1.1% 0.1%
(elem/middle/high) ? ?

In addition to the participation being at 1.0% in two subject areas, the KDE data analysis
revealed the overall statewide percentage of student participation (not by subject area) in the AA-
AAAS to be at 1.0%. These data indicate students eligible to participate in the AA-AAAS is at or
below the 1.0% threshold.

Table Three demonstrates the overall statewide (not by subject) percentage of students who
participated in the AA-AAAS is at 1.0%.

Table Four demonstrates the overall statewide percentage of students eligible for the AA-AAAS
is below 1.0% and has been for five consecutive school years.

3 Bstimated number and percentage of students anticipated to participate in the general assessment and AA-AAAS
based upon 2020-2021 IEP and student population data. These numbers include students who may have been
exempt from participating and does not include students where IEP teams have yet to determine assessment
decisions for the upcoming school year.
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Table Three: Statewide Participation (not by subject)

School Year Number of Students Number of Students Percent of
Participating in AA- Participating in Students

AAAS Statewide General Participating in

Assessments AA-AAAS
2020-2021 3,402 329,639 1.0%
2019-2020* 4,151 408,927 1.0%
2018-2019 4,918 496,407 1.0%
2017-2018 5,477 496,074 1.0%
2016-2017 5,911 499,674 1.2%

Table Four: Statewide percentage of students eligible to participate in the AA-AAAS (not by
subject area)

School Year Number of Students | Number of Students [Percentage of Students
Eligible to Participate Statewide Eligible to Participate
in the AA-AAAS in the AA-AAAS
2020-2021 5,430 654,523 0.83%
2019-2020° 5,687 666,785 0.85%
2018-2019 5,505 654,068 0.84%
2017-2018 6,242 648,369 0.96%
2016-2017 6,380 656,588 0.97%

The five-year (2016-2021) data trend in Table Four indicates a continued decrease in number of
students eligible to participate in the AA-AAAS and continues to be under 1.0% of the student
population in the state.

Additionally, the KDE reported a decrease in the number of students statewide, but a slight
increase in the percentage of LEAs in Kentucky that assessed more than 1.0% of students using
an AA-AAAS in one or more subjects. Table Five includes the number of LEAs assessing more
than 1.0% of students using the AA-AAAS in one or more subject areas. The KDE continues to
monitor those LEAs assessing over 1.0% of students using an AA-AAAS and anticipates the
decrease in statewide eligibility for the AA-AAAS to continue with the sustained implementation

4 Estimated number and percentage of students who may have participated in the general assessment and AA-AAAS
based upon end of year 2019-2020 IEP and student population data. These numbers include students who may have
been exempt from participating. The projected number of students eligible for an AA-AAAS may change due to
student identifications, eligibility determinations and enrollment changes.

5 Number and percentage of students eligible to participate in the general assessment and AA-AAAS based upon end
of year 2019-2020 IEP and student population data. These numbers include students who may have been exempt
from participating.
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of the AA-AAAS Kentucky Alternate Assessment Participation Guidelines Documentation
Form, additional professional development opportunities and an improved plan for monitoring
LEAs. These data show the effect of ongoing efforts from the KDE, regional special educational
cooperatives, LEAs and other stakeholders to be responsive to the individual needs of students
with the most significant cognitive disabilities.

Table Five: LEAs assessing more than 1.0% of students using AA-AAAS

School Year Number of LEAs Percentage of LEAs Exceeding
Exceeding 1.0% AA- 1.0% AA-AAAS Participation
AAAS Participation in At | in At Least One Subject Area

Least One Subject

2020-2021 112 65.12%
2019-2020° 93 54%
2018-2019 132 77%
2017-2018 144 83%
2016-2017 173 98%

(B) Data showing at least 95% participation overall and for students with disabilities subgroup

Kentucky met or exceeded the federal guidelines set at 95% participation for all students,
including students with disabilities (SWDs), in the Kentucky Performance Rating for
Educational Progress (K-PREP) assessment every year. The Kentucky Department of Education
applied for a waiver of statewide assessment, accountability and reporting requirements in the
Elementary and Secondary Education Act (ESEA) for the 2019-2020 school year due to
widespread school closures related to the novel Coronavirus disease (COVID-19). The waiver
was approved on March 27, 2020.

Table Six demonstrates the state assessed less than 95% of all students, including students with
disabilities, during the 2020-2021 school year. Kentucky were granted a waiver of the
accountability, school identification, and related reporting requirements in the Elementary and
Secondary Education Act of 1965 (ESEA) for the 2020-2021 school year. A state receiving this
waiver is not required to implement and report the results of its accountability system, including
calculating progress toward long-term goals and measurements of interim progress or indicators,
or to annually meaningfully differentiate among its public schools using data from the 2020-
2021 school year. This flexibility explicitly includes waiving the requirement that the Academic
Achievement indicator be adjusted to account for a participation rate below 95%. The KDE
anticipates meeting the federal guidelines for participation in the 2021-2022 school year based
upon trend data analysis.

¢ Projected number of LEAs identified as possibly exceeding 1.0% participation for 2019-2020 is based upon the
number of students eligible for the AA-AAAS and overall population of students as of April 2020.
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Table Six: 2020-2021 School Year Overall Statewide, Assessed by Subject’

Subject Enrolled Assessed Percent
Tested
Readmg/Language'Arts - All Students Total 207.328 253,192 R5.2%
Grades 3 - 8 and High School (HS)
Reading/Language Arts -SWD Total 49,420 41,591 R4.2%
Grades 3 - 8 and HS
Mathematics - All Students Total 297,276 253,091 85.1%
Grades 3 - 8 and HS
Mathematics - SWD Total 49,408 41,495 24.0%
Grades 3 - 8 and HS
Science - All Students Total 127.231 104,630 22 2%
Grades 3 - 8 and HS
Science - SWD Total 19,649 16,112 R1.1%
Grades 3 - 8 and HS

Requirement Three (34 CFR §200.6(c)(4) Assurances
(iii)): include assurances from the State that it has verified each LEA that the State anticipates
will assess more than 1.0% of its assessed students in any subject using AA-AAAS did the

following:
(A) Each LEA follows the state’s participation guidelines:

With final assessment data for the 2020-2021 school year not yet available, the KDE required
written assurances from all 171 LEAs in the state.

When KDE has final participation data for the 2020-2021 school year, the KDE will contact all
LEAs who exceeded 1.0% participation in the AA-AAAS in at least one subject area. Those
LEAs will be required to provide KDE with a detailed justification for exceeding the 1.0%
threshold. The justification will confirm:

o [EP team(s) utilized the Kentucky Alternate Assessment Participation Guidelines

Documentation Form

e |EP team members used the Kentucky Alternate Assessment Participation Guidelines

Documentation Form appropriately for each student who would participate in the
alternate assessment

7 Preliminary data for school year 2020-2021 is the raw number of students participating in state assessments
provided by KDE assessment vendors. The preliminary data does not include state required review and validation at
state, LEA and school level that will impact final data for public reporting.
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e LEA addressed any disproportionality in the percentage of students within each subgroup
taking the AA-AAAS
The Local District Justifications for Alternate Assessment Participation (2020-2021 school year
Assessment Data) results from the justification requirement form will be published and available
on the Kentucky Alternate Assessment Participation Waiver webpage.

Evidence of Progress

The request for written assurances sent to LEAs is included in Attachment Two. The 2027-2022
school year District AA-AAAS Participation Assurances are located on the Kentucky Alternate
Assessment Participation Waiver webpage of the KDE website.

During the 2020-2021 school year, Kentucky required LEAs who had more than 1.0% of
students eligible to participate in the AA-AAAS submit information to the state justifying the
need to exceed the 1.0% threshold. The KDE developed a Justification Requirement Form to
lead LEAs through a root cause analysis to determine why more than 1.0% of the student body
was assessed using the AA-AAAS. The justification form is reviewed and revised annually by
the Alternate Assessment and Diploma Advisory Group (AADAG). LEAs who assessed more
than 1.0% of students in any subject of the AA-AAAS were provided the LEA data along with
instructions on completing a Justification Requirement Form. The District Alternate Assessment

Participation (school year eligibility data) Justification Summary included a summary of the
LEA responses. The summary document is published and available on the Kentucky Alternate
Assessment Participation Waiver webpage on the KDE website.

The Justification Requirement Form also required LEAs to report and document:

e Jlocal training needs
e description of appropriate training, support and oversight provided to IEP team members

justification(s) for exceeding 1.0% participation

analysis of AA-AAAS eligibility data

descriptions of the monitoring process used to monitor AA-AAAS participation and
possible disproportionality

Regional special education cooperatives received justification responses from LEAs for the
2020-2021 school year. The responses assisted cooperatives in determining needed trainings and
support.

The KDE will continue to provide guidance, support and oversight to all LEAs who anticipate
exceeding the 1.0% threshold. More information on the KDE plan for guidance and oversight is
provided in Requirement 4(B)—34 CFR §200.6(c)(4)(iv) below.

B) Assurance that LEAs over 1.0% will address any disproportionality in the students taking the
AA-AAAS.
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Through the justification process, LEAs are required to describe the processes used to monitor
AA-AAAS eligibility and possible disproportionality in participation.

The KDE will provide guidance and training on calculating, identifying and addressing
disproportionality in AA-AAAS participation through training in Fall of 2021. The KDE will
continue to provide LEAs and regional special educational cooperatives with statewide and LEA
level data based on a rate comparison calculation to ensure LEAs can address any
disproportionality.

In the event the data reveals any disproportionality in the percentage of students participating in
the AA-AAAS, the KDE will address the issues as follows:

e Monitor LEAs with high rates of disproportionality (threshold of 2.0 or greater).

e Complete desk audits of student files in the identified subgroup to determine if the
decision for a student to participate on the AA-AAAS met requirements.

e Issue corrective action plans if the decision for a student’s participation in the AA-AAAS
did not meet the criteria pursuant to state guidance to LEAs identified with
noncompliance related to AA-AAAS participation.

e Assist LEAs in developing action steps in Corrective Action Plans (CAP) to correct any
disproportionality issues identified.

Evidence of Progress

The KDE examined statewide and LEA disproportionality preliminary data by subgroup and
subject area for the 2020-2021 school year. The KDE determined whether subgroups had a risk
of disproportionate participation in the AA-AAAS using a disproportionality rate comparison.
For the analysis, the KDE used a rate comparison without a threshold. The rate comparison
identifies when the data for any group is disproportionate to others not in the measured group.
Any disproportionality rate greater than 1.0 means the examined group’s representation in a
particular category differs substantially from the representation of others in that category. If the
disproportionality rate of the measured group is less than 1.0, then the group is less likely to be
identified than those not in the group. The KDE reviewed disproportionality data from the 2020-
2021 school year preliminary assessment data and determined no subgroups exceed the 2.0
threshold in any subject area.

The KDE, in collaboration with LEAs, addressed disproportionality in subgroups taking the AA-
AAAS through:

e calculation and analysis of subgroup participation rates and disproportionality rate
comparisons in each subject area provided to LEAs for analysis;

e an off-site review conducted by the KDE of student due process files for 41 LEAs to
determine whether the students met all eligibility criteria to participate in the AA-AAAS;
and
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e areview of due process files conducted by LEAs in collaboration with Kentucky’s
special educational regional cooperatives for a sample of students eligible for the AA-
AAAS using the Participation Guidelines for the Kentucky Alternate Assessment Review
Document.

Attachment Three lists the 2020-2021 school year Comprehensive Coordinated Early Intervening
Service (CCEIS) trainings and meetings provided to LEAs, regional training centers and regional
educational cooperatives where disproportionality was discussed.

The KDE will continue to provide LEAs and regional special educational cooperatives with state
and LEA data based upon a rate comparison calculation to ensure LEAs are able to address any
disproportionality in the students taking the AA-AAAS. In addition, the KDE will use 2020-
2021 assessment participation data and eligibility data to continue to address disproportionality,
by subgroup, in the percentage of students taking an AA-AAAS through statewide data analysis,
LEA level data analysis and the targeted monitoring process.

In collaboration with regional special educational cooperatives, LEAs will continue to review
due process files of students eligible to participate in the AA-AAAS to determine that
appropriate assessments are provided, and subgroups are not being disproportionately identified.

Requirement Four—34 CFR §200.6(c)(4)
(iv) The SEA must submit a plan and timeline by which the following will be accomplished:

(A) State will improve the implementation of its guidelines for participation in the AA-AAAS,
including by reviewing and, if necessary, revising its definition of students with the most
significant cognitive disabilities

Attachment Four includes the 2021-2022 school year timeline for the KDE 1.0% waiver
initiatives.

During the 2020-2021 school year, the KDE, in collaboration with the AADAG, continued to
meet and focus on analyzing data to identify trends, develop new training and guidance to

educate staff and parents on AA-AAAS participation and students with significant cognitive
disabilities.

The 2020-2021 Kentucky 1.0% Request to Extend Waiver for Reading, Mathematics and
Science outlined plans to create parent resources, including parent training modules, an
informational brochure for parents and a revision of the Parent Guide: Kentucky Alternate
Assessment. The new parent resources will be available to LEAs and parents during the 2021-
2022 school year. Parent resources will include information regarding:

e Kentucky Alternate Assessment Participation Guidelines Documentation Form Options
for Inclusion

e Comparing the K-PREP and Alternate K-PREP

e Alternative High School Diploma
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e Accommodations and Modifications

e Accessing the General Education Classroom

e Communication Plans
The KDE will continue to collaborate with technical assistance (TA) centers funded by ED’s
Office of Special Education Programs (OSEP) and will maintain its involvement in the National
Center on Educational Outcomes (NCEO) 1.0% Communities of Practice to improve the KDE’s
ongoing work for students with the most significant cognitive disabilities.

The KDE will continue to seek feedback from stakeholders to review and, if necessary, revise
state resources related to AA-AAAS participation and the definition of students with the most
significant cognitive disabilities. If any revisions are required, the KDE will collaborate with the
regional special education cooperatives to develop trainings and guidance to support LEAs with
those updates.

Evidence of Progress

The KDE worked with NCEO and IDEA Data Center (IDC) to support the agency’s ongoing
work around students with significant cognitive disabilities during the 2020-2021 school year.
For example, the KDE participated and presented at the NCEO 1.0% Community of Practice
webinar meetings and other state-sponsored convenings to improve the agency’s ongoing work
pertaining to students with significant cognitive disabilities and their participation in AA-AAAS.

Regional special education cooperatives used 2019-2020 Data Verification Reports to assist
LEAs in identifying specific areas of training or coaching needed. During the 2020-2021 school
year, regional special educational cooperatives provided ongoing training virtually and in-person
for LEA staff which included:

e understanding and completing the Kentucky Alternate Assessment Participation

Guidelines Documentation Form
o Kentucky Academic Standards for students participating in the AA-AAAS
e monthly collaborative meetings

e coaching sessions

e due process file reviews
The additional parent resources planned from the previous Kentucky 1.0% Request to Extend
Waiver for Reading, Mathematics and Science plan were discussed and planned in the 2019-
2020 school year and developed during the 2020-2021 school year. Attachment Five includes the
actions and completion dates for the work the AADAG completed.

To improve the implementation of its guidelines, the KDE completes an AA-AAAS participation
desk audit and issues CAPs to LEAs to address any noncompliance identified. The CAP process

allows the KDE and the LEA to identify the root causes for misidentification and documentation
errors and then develop a plan to train and implement the guidelines more efficiently. In
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addition, the KDE uses the CAP process to monitor and review training effectiveness and CAP
action steps. More information on the CAP process is provided in the Monitoring Manual.

(B) State will take additional steps to support and provide oversight to each LEA that the State
anticipates will exceed the 1.0% threshold to ensure that only students with the most significant
cognitive disabilities take an alternate assessment. The State must describe how it will monitor
and regularly evaluate each such LEA to ensure that the LEA provides sufficient training such
that school staff who participate as members of an IEP team or other placement team
understand and implement the guidelines established by the State for participation in AA-AAAS
so that all students are appropriately assessed.

The KDE and regional special education cooperatives will continue to support each LEA through
guidance, training and coaching sessions which include:

o AA-AAAS eligibility requirements
e [EP development and implementation
e Instructing and assessing students participating in the AA-AAAS
More information about the trainings offered can be located on each regional special education

cooperatives webpage. More information on the KDE trainings and guidance available to support
districts in the implementation of the Kentucky Alternate Assessment Participation Guidelines
Documentation Form can be located on the Kentucky Alternate Assessment Participation Waiver

webpage.

In order to continually improve the monitoring and oversight process, the KDE developed a
Monitoring Manual for LEAs. The KDE also updated the AA-AAAS desk audit protocol and
drafted an updated Participation Guidelines for the Kentucky Alternate Assessment Review
Document to review appropriate identification and documentation of students eligible to
participate in the alternate assessment during the desk audit. The AA-AAAS desk audit protocol
includes a thorough analysis of the variety of sources of data, including:

e LEAs over 1.0% eligibility for AA-AAAS in 2020-2021 school year

e LEAsunder 1.0% eligibility for AA-AAAS in 2020-2021 school year

e LEAs assessing over 3.0% of students based on current and previous year AA-AAAS
data

e LEAs exceeding 1.0% AA-AAAS eligibility/participation in more than one subject over
multiple years

e LEAs with AA-AAAS participants not identified in disability categories indicative of a
cognitive disability

e LEA Justification Responses

e LEA Learner Characteristic Inventory (LCI) data for high functioning students on AA-
AAAS
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e Benchmark Report (includes achievement levels on statewide assessments for the
student’s entire school career)

e Statewide and LEA disproportionality ratios by subgroup

The KDE will continue to provide oversight to LEAs through the AA-AAAS participation desk
audits. The KDE will follow the monitoring process to review a sample of due process files from
the statewide student information system, known as Infinite Campus (IC), for students found
eligible to participate in the AA-AAAS. The sample of student due process files will be regularly
reviewed by the Division of IDEA Monitoring and Results (DIMR) team using the 2020-2021
IDEA Compliance Review Document and the Participation Guidelines for the Kentucky
Alternate Assessment Review Document. During the review, the KDE will monitor whether the
students met all eligibility criteria to participate in the AA-AAAS and will verify whether the
LEA correctly utilized the Kentucky Alternate Assessment Participation Guidelines
Documentation Form to document all IEP team decisions. The KDE issues a report of findings
(Attachment 12) to each LEA monitored.

The KDE plans to work with the regional special educational cooperatives during the 2021-2022
school year to calibrate the use of a revised Participation Guidelines Review Document to review
AA-AAAS participation eligibility.

The KDE will continue to partner with the University of Kentucky (UK) Human Development
Institute (HDI) to provide universal trainings to all LEAs. All teachers working with students
taking the AA-AAAS are required to complete the modules annually. LEA administrators and
KDE staff monitor and track the completion of trainings annually.

Evidence of Progress

Although students in Kentucky did not participate in state testing during the 2019-2020 school
year, the KDE reviewed AA-AAAS eligibility data to identify LEAs with more than 1.0% of
students eligible for the AA-AAAS during the 2020-2021 school year. Those LEAs were
required to submit a Justification Requirement Form to the KDE by January 31, 2020. A
summary of the Kentucky Alternate Assessment: District Justifications for Alternate Assessment
Participation (2020-2021 School Year Eligibility Data) is located on the KDE website.

The KDE provided district justification responses to the regional special education cooperatives
to review and follow up with the district. The responses indicated 31 districts who needed to be
contacted by the cooperatives to provide guidance and support.

For the 2020-2021 school year desk audit, each LEA completed a root cause analysis and CAP if
the KDE identified noncompliance. Common themes identified in the root cause analyses
included:

e aneed for additional training for staff on appropriate documentation,
e aneed for a district-level compliance monitoring system and
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a need for training on how to document and utilize the student’s present levels of
performance.

During the root cause analysis and CAP development, the LEA was provided technical
assistance from the KDE. LEAs were also provided support from regional special education
cooperatives. The KDE met with the regional special education cooperative consultants virtually
to discuss the 2020-2021 school year desk audit results and discuss the support needed from

LEAs.

(C) State will address any disproportionality in the percentage of students taking the alternate
assessment.

The KDE will continue to address any disproportionality in the percentage of students in any
subgroup taking the AA-AAAS through a variety of activities, including:

calculating and analyzing AA-AAAS participation rates among subgroups at the state and
LEA levels;

comparing subgroup data for multiple school years to identify any trends in subgroup
participation;

calculating and analyzing statewide and LEA-level data using a disproportionality rate
comparison;

reviewing LEA justifications to examine and identify LEA-level processes in place to
address disproportionality, specific support and guidance needed for LEAs and any
unusual patterns in the data;

engaging with advisory groups to address disproportionality and to make certain only
students with the most significant cognitive disabilities are participating in the AA-
AAAS;

maintaining and updating guidance and training resources on the KDE website;
providing ongoing training on disproportionality;
making assessment data publicly available;

analyze state disproportionality data to identify the subgroups where disproportionality
needs to be addressed through the desk audit process;

provide LEAs and regional special educational cooperatives with statewide and LEA-
level data based upon a rate comparison calculation to ensure LEAs can address any
disproportionality in the students participating in the AA-AAAS;
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e analyze 2020-2021 school year AA-AAAS participation and eligibility data to address
disproportionality by subgroup through statewide data analysis, LEA data analysis, and
the monitoring process; and

e provide guidance and regional training specific to calculating and addressing
disproportionality at KDE meetings and trainings.

For the 2021-2022 school year AA-AAAS participation desk audit, the KDE will monitor the
percentage of students participating in the AA-AAAS through the following methods:

e Gather LEA data for current and previous school years for each subject of the AA-
AAAS.

e Analyze the data by subgroups.

e Monitor LEAs with high rates of disproportionality (threshold of above 2.0).

e Require justification from all LEAs that exceed the 1.0% cap.

e Provide professional development and technical assistance to LEAs with identified
disproportionality.

Evidence of Progress

Due to COVID-19, the KDE does not have 2019-2020 disproportionality data based on
assessment participation. The KDE reviewed disproportionality data from the 2020-2021 school
year preliminary assessment data and determined no subgroups exceed the 2.0 threshold in a
subject area, (see Attachment Six for statewide disproportionality data).

The KDE also conducted a desk audit during the 2020-2021 school year to identify any
disproportionate representation within AA-AAAS eligibility and participation, which included a
sample of due process files for students who were eligible for free or reduced lunch. All LEAs
with noncompliance identified through the desk audit were required to complete a CAP that
included correction of all noncompliance, training needs, monitoring process, compliance
validation through student due process folder comparison reviews, and determining and
addressing any disproportionate representation identified. All LEAs with systemic
noncompliance were also required to complete a root cause analysis.

Requirement Five 34 CFR §200.6(c)(4)

(v) If the State is requesting to extend a waiver for an additional year, the State is to meet the
requirements in paragraph (c)(4)(i) through (c)(4)(iv) and demonstrate substantial progress
toward the achievement of each component of the prior year’s plan and timeline, which was
required under Requirement 4(C).

The KDE has met all requirements of 34 CFR §200.6(c)(4)(i) through (c)(4)(iv) and provided
evidence demonstrating substantial progress and completion toward each component of the
2020-2021 Kentucky 1.0% Request to Extend Waiver for Reading, Mathematics and Science
plan and timeline. The 2021-2022 school year 1.0% Request to Extend Waiver, including action
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steps and timeline, is included in Attachment Four. In addition, documentation of evidence can
be found in Appendix A. The KDE outlined the revisions to its plan and timeline to facilitate
continued progress in reducing the percentage of students participating in the AA-AAAS and
continuing progress toward meeting the 1.0% statewide goal set by the Every Student Succeeds
Act (ESSA).
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Appendix A: Documentation of Evidence

SECTION 1: INITIAL WAIVER REQUEST REQUIREMENTS

Requirement One — 34 CFR §200.6(c)(4)(i):

State Response

Supporting Evidence

Kentucky indicated the dates
of its upcoming AA-AAAS
testing window. The State
provided the opportunity for
public comment and
confirmed that the waiver
request was submitted 90
days prior to the beginning
of the testing window.

Start date of first AA-AAAS testing window for 2021-
2022 school year: November 15, 2021 (or later)

Date that is 90 days prior to the start date for the first
AA-AAAS testing window: November 15, 2021 (or
later)

Attachment Seven: Documentation that defines
updated AA-AAAS testing windows for 2021-2022
school year

Documents related to the public comment period:

Attachment Eight: KDE’s news release of the public
notice and comment period

Attachment 13: Public notice of waiver request posted
for public comment

Attachment 14 (a-d): E-mails shared with various
stakeholders soliciting feedback

Attachment 15 (a-b): Public comments received by the
KDE

Attachment 16: KDEs response to the public comment
(Statement of Considerations)

Requirement Two (A) — 34 CFR §200.6(c)(4)(ii)(A):

State Response

Supporting Evidence

Kentucky provided detailed
preliminary data® on AA-
AAAS participation in 2020-
2021 school year for all
ESSA-required subgroups.

Attachment One: Participation of Kentucky Students in
Statewide Assessment for 2020-2021 school year — By
Sub-Group

Table One: school year 2020-2021 AA-AAAS
Participation by Subject

Table Two: Estimated school year 2019-2020 and 2020-
2021 school year AA-AAAS Participation by Subject

Requirement Two (B) - 34 CFR §200.6(c)(4)(ii)(B):

8 Preliminary data for school year 2020-2021 is the raw number of students participating in state assessments
provided by KDE assessment vendors. The preliminary data does not include state required review and validation at
state, LEA and school level that will impact final data for public reporting.
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State Response

Supporting Evidence

Kentucky provided detailed
data on overall assessment
participation rates for all
students and for students
with disabilities to confirm
that at least 95% of all
students and at least 95% of
students with disabilities
participated in state
assessments for the 2020-
2021 school year.

e Table Six: 2020-2021 Overall Statewide, Assessed by
Subject
e KDE School Report Card 2020-2021 School Year —

Assessment and Performance Data (available
November 2021)

Requirement Three (4) — 34 CFR §200.6(c)(4)(iii)(A):

State Response

Supporting Evidence

Kentucky provided an
assurance that it has verified
that each LEA with more
than 1.0% participation in
the AA-AAAS followed the
State’s guidelines for
participation.

e Attachment Two: Documentation that the KDE
requested each LEA over 1.0% AA-AAAS
participation to provide a written confirmation that its
IEP teams:

o Followed the State’s guidelines for participation
in the AA-AAAS;

o Informed parents of students with the most
significant cognitive disabilities of the
implications of participation in the AA-AAAS;
and,

o The LEA reported disproportionality in the
percentage of students in any subgroup taking
the AA-AAAS or that the LEA is currently
addressing or has plans to address any
disproportionality.

o 2021-2022 1.0% CAP on AA-AAAS Participation
LEA Assurance Form

e 2021-2020 1.0% CAP on AA-AAAS Participation
District Assurance Form Responses

e 2020-2021 LEA AA-AAAS Participation Justification
Requirement Form

e 2020-2021 LEA AA-AAAS Participation Justification

Summary

Requirement Three (B) — 34 CFR §200.6(c)(4)(iii)(B):
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State Response

Supporting Evidence

Kentucky provided an
assurance that it has verified
that each Kentucky LEA
with more than 1.0%
participation in the AA-
AAAS will address any
disproportionality in
participation in the AA-
AAAS.

Attachment Two: Documentation that the KDE
requested each LEA over 1.0% AA-AAAS
participation to provide written confirmation that (1) its
IEP teams followed the State’s guidelines for
participation in the AA-AAAS, (2) its IEP teams
informed parents of students with the most significant
cognitive disabilities of the implications of
participation in the AA-AAAS, and (3) the LEA has
addressed or has plans to address disproportionality in
the percentage of students in any subgroup taking the
AA-AAAS.

2021-2022 1.0% CAP on AA-AAAS Participation
LEA Assurance Form

2021-2020 1.0% CAP on AA-AAAS Participation
District Assurance Form Responses

2020-2021 LEA AA-AAAS Participation Justification
Requirement Form

2020-2021 LEA AA-AAAS Participation Justification
Summary

Public reporting of AA-AAAS participation by
subgroup is located in the School Report Card under
Academic Performance, Assessment and Performance,
State Assessments (Enrollment), Assessed vs. Not

Assessed
Public reporting of percent of LEAs with
disproportionate representation of racial and ethnic

groups in specific disability categories that is the result
of inappropriate identification.

Attachment Nine: Information on how
disproportionality is calculated by the State.
Discussion and input on ways to address
disproportionality in AA-AAAS participation:

o Attachment Three: List of trainings and
meetings where disproportionality was
discussed

See Requirement Four (B) and (C) in Waiver request
for documentation of state monitoring based on

disproportionality rate comparison.
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Requirement Four (4) — 34 CFR §200.6(c)(4)(iv)(A):

State Response

Supporting Evidence

Kentucky provided a plan
and timeline for improving
its alternative assessment
guidelines.

Kentucky 1% Request to Extend Waiver for Reading,
Mathematics, and Science to be submitted by August
17, 2021 includes an outline of the steps the State took
to improve implementation of its participation
guidelines

Attachment Four: 2021-2022 Waiver Initiatives
Timeline Draft

Attachment 10: Universal training module outline — A
series of six universal training modules are required for
all IEP team members and are located on the UK HDI
Learning Management System (LMS). The purposes of
these training modules were to implement the
requirements set forth in the ESSA and to support
LEAs in the implementation of the Kentucky Alternate
Assessment Participation Guidelines Documentation
form

Kentucky 1.0% Waiver information, guidance, training
and other resources are available on the new Kentucky
Alternate Assessment Participation Waiver page of the
KDE website

Parent Guide: Kentucky Alternate Assessment
Attachment 11: Parent info sheet (draft) — to be used in
an [EP team meeting discussing state assessment
participation

Attachment Five: 2020-2021 Waiver Initiatives
Timeline

Requirement Four (B) — 34 CFR §200.6(c)(4)(iv)(B):

State Response

Supporting Evidence

Kentucky provided a plan
and timeline for additional
steps it is has taken to
support and provide
appropriate oversight of
Kentucky LEAs expected
to assess more than 1.0%
on the AA-AAAS.

Requirement Three and Requirement Four of the

Kentucky 1.0% Waiver to be submitted by August 17,
2021 that includes an outline of the State’s steps to
support and provide appropriate oversight to each LEA
that the State anticipates will assess more than 1.0% with
the AA-AAAS

See Examples of Evidence in Requirement Four (A) —34
CFR §200.6(c)(4)(iv)(A) above

Attachment Four: 2021-2022 Waiver Timeline Draft
2020-2021 LEA AA-AAAS Participation Justification

Summary — The KDE reviewed and analyzed responses
and feedback from LEAs to determine LEA-specific
training and supports needed
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State Response

Supporting Evidence

Monitoring Manual

Requirement Four (C) — 34 CFR §200.6(c)(4)(iv)(C):

State Response

Supporting Evidence

Kentucky provided a
plan and timeline for
addressing any
disproportionality.

See Examples of Evidence in Requirement Three (B) —34
CFR §200.6(c)(4)(1i1)(B) above

Requirement Four (C) of the Kentucky 1% Waiver
submitted by August 17, 20221 includes an outline of the
steps the State took to address any disproportionality in the
percentage of students taking the AA-AAAS

Attachment Three: List of trainings and meetings where
disproportionality discussed

Attachment Six: 2020-2021 — Statewide Disproportionality
of Students Participating in AA-AAAS

Public reporting of AA-AAAS participation by subgroup is
located in the School Report Card under Academic
Performance, Assessment and Performance, State
Assessments (Enrollment), Assessed vs. Not Assessed
table

Attachment 12: AA-AAAS Participation Desk Audit
Report template —Template of the Report the KDE
provided to LEAs which were monitored through the AA-
AAAS participation state monitoring process
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SECTION Two: WAIVER CONTINUATION REQUESTS
Requirements 1, 2(A), 2(B), 3(4), 3(B), 4(A), 4(B), 4(C) [see SECTION 1] — Meet the

requirements in paragraph (c)(4)(i) through (c)(4)(iv).

Requirements Evidence Table above documents

4(A), 4(B), 4(C)

subgroup

completion of Requirements 1, 2(A), 2(B), 3(A), 3(B),

e Table Two - Documentation of changes in participation
rates in AA-AAAS in each subject area
e Attachment One: Participation of Kentucky Students in

Statewide Assessment for 2020-2021 school year by

e Table One: Participation of Kentucky Students in
Statewide Assessment for 2020-2021 school year

State Response Supporting Evidence

The State showed that it e Kentucky continues to meet requirements for requesting a
met each of the four waiver as documented in the Kentucky 1% Waiver to be
requirements for waiver submitted by August 17, 2021

approval. e Section One of the 2020-2021 Kentucky Waiver

Requirement Five — 34 CFR §200.6(c)(4)(»):

August 17, 2021

made progress toward its e Kentucky documented completion and progress of each

State Response Supporting Evidence

The State showed that it | Evidence to support this requirement includes:

prior year’s plan and component of the prior year’s plan and timeline as
timeline. evidence of progress in the waiver to be submitted by

e Table Three and Table Four: Overall Statewide Yearly

AAAS

e LEA AA-AAAS Participation: Documentation of LEAs

exceeding 1.0% participation (Appendix A)

Trend in Participation and Eligibility in the Kentucky AA-

KDE: OSEEL: DIMR- Kentucky 1.0% Participation Waiver Extension Request
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https://www.ecfr.gov/cgi-bin/text-idx?SID=8344994f70d1bf5de1947e462e945037&mc=true&node=se34.1.200_16&rgn=div8
https://education.ky.gov/specialed/excep/instresources/Documents/2020-2021%20AA-AAAS%20Participation%20District%20Justification%20Summary.pdf
https://education.ky.gov/specialed/excep/instresources/Documents/2020-2021%20AA-AAAS%20Participation%20District%20Justification%20Summary.pdf

	ESSA section 1111(b)(2)(D) and 34 CFR 200.6(c) and (d)
	Submission to US Department of Education
	August 17, 2021
	Kentucky’s statewide assessment – the Kentucky Performance Rating for Educational Progress (K-PREP) first of two assessment windows for the AA-AAAS for students with significant cognitive disabilities is scheduled to begin on November 15, 2021 or later.
	Evidence of Progress
	Requirement Two –34 CFR §200.6(c)(4) State Level Data
	(ii): Provide state-level data, from the current or previous year, to show:
	(A) the number and percent in each subgroup who took the AA-AAAS in the subject area;


Participation of Kentucky Students in Alternate Assessment Aligned with Alternate Academic Achievement Standards (AA-AAAS) by Sub-Group

Reading Grades 3 - 8 and High School (HS)

Total Grades 3-8 and HS SY 2020-

# Taking State ELA AA-AAAS

% Taking State ELA AA-AAAS

Group 2021 Grades 3-8 and HS SY 2020-2021 Grades 3-8 and HS SY 2020-2021
All Students 291,793 2,990 1.02%
White 222,800 2,291 1.03%
Black 26,597 334 1.26%
Hispanic/Latino 22,879 170 0.74%
Asian 5,209 46 0.87%
American Indian/ 346 4 1.16%
Alaska Native
Pacific Islander 407 3 0.73%
Two or More Races 13,449 136 1.01%
Economically 171,631 2,363 1.38%
English Learner 12,953 158 1.19%
Migrant 1,620 6 0.36%
Homeless 7,695 100 1.30%
Math Grades 3 - 8 and High School (HS)
ST Total Grades 3-8 and HS SY 2020- (# Taking State ELA AA-AAAS % Taking State ELA AA-AAAS
2021 Grades 3-8 and HS SY 2020-2021 Grades 3-8 and HS SY 2020-2021
All Students 291,600 2,986 1.02%
White 222,475 2,287 1.03%
Black 26,538 334 1.26%
Hispanic/Latino 23,023 170 0.74%
Asian 5,287 46 0.87%
American Indian/ 345 4 1.16%
Alaska Native
Pacific Islander 413 3 0.73%
Two or More Races 13,413 136 1.01%
Economically 171,446 2,359 1.38%
English Learner 13,300 158 1.19%
Migrant 1,649 6 0.36%
Homeless 7,742 101 1.30%

KDE:OSEEL:DIMR

Based on 2020-2021 School Year Preliminary Assessment Data

Page 1






Participation of Kentucky Students in Alternate Assessment Aligned with Alternate Academic Achievement Standards (AA-AAAS) by Sub-Group

Science Grades 3 - 8 and High School (HS)

Total Grades 3-8 and HS SY 2020-

# Taking State ELA AA-AAAS

% Taking State ELA AA-AAAS

Group 2021 Grades 3-8 and HS SY 2020-2021 Grades 3-8 and HS SY 2020-2021
All Students 119,484 1,258 1.05%
White 92,152 960 1.04%
Black 10,507 157 1.49%
Hispanic/Latino 9,169 69 0.75%
Asian 2,209 22 1.00%
American Indian/ 147 2 1.36%
Alaska Native
Pacific Islander 187 0 0.00%
Two or More Races 5,070 46 0.91%
Economically 67,318 983 1.46%
English Learner 5,193 69 1.33%
Migrant 598 3 0.50%
Homeless 2,989 42 1.41%

KDE:OSEEL:DIMR

Based on 2020-2021 School Year Preliminary Assessment Data

Page 2






		2020-2021 Preliminary Data








Alternate Assessment
Training Modules






Participation for Alternate
Assessment (P4AA) Plan

Statewide Online Training Modules
Administrator track
Educator track
Annual Review Module (2021)

Regional Cooperative Trainings

Admissions and Release Committee (ARC)
simulation with student case scenarios

Professional learning around students with
significant cognitive disabilities

Differentiated learning and inclusion




https://www.hdilearning.org/course-catalog/?woo_category=432



®)

P4AA Project Module Training
Outline

Statewide Online Training Modules

Administrator track (director of special
education (DoSE), school administrators)
-completed only once

Modules 1, 2,4, &5

ARC chairpersons - Module 2

Educator track (special education teachers, related
service providers) - completed only once
Modules 3 & 4

Annual Review Module (DoSE, school

administrators, ARC chairpersons, special
education teachers, related service providers) -
Completed Annually




Presenter

Presentation Notes

All training modules related to alternate assessment participation are provided through the University of Kentucky Human Development Institute webpage on the Learning Management System. A required certificate of completion is provided after completing the module post-quiz. Please keep the certificates for your records to be made available as needed.

Once the ARC members have completed the required modules (based on the outline attached) and have obtained their certificate, they do not need to take Modules 1, 2, 3, 4, and 5 again each year. 

Any new DoSE, new ARC Chairpersons, new special education teachers and related service providers (who have students eligible for the alternate assessment or who will be discussing alternate assessment participation), who have not previously completed the modules, are required to complete the original modules 1-5 as outlined in the attachment.





®)

Example

Our
Commonwealth

John - special education teacher - completed all
required modules (3 and 4) in February 2021.

John does not need to complete the original
modules (3 and 4) annually.

John completed the original modules required.

John will need to complete the new Annual Review
Guidance for Alternate Assessment Participation
module next year.

The purpose of the Annual Review Guidance for
Alternate Assessment Participation module is to be an
annual refresher course on understanding and
iImplementing the participation guidelines each year.
KDE will update with new information as needed.




Presenter

Presentation Notes


There is no set time limit on taking and completing the modules. For example, if a new ARC Chairperson completed module 2 on June 3, 2019, they do not need to take the annual review module until next year. Districts may set up their own timeline or required date of completion. 

The state does not require a specific “date” of completion (there was a date the first year they were released). The module completions are used for keeping staff up to date on the information and for documenting evidence of training for the waiver requirements. 






Participation for Alternate Assessment (P4AA)

Project Module Training Outline

Administrator Track

* Focuses on:

 How my LEA fits into the
bigger picture. (Modules 1
and 5)

 How my LEA stays
compliant with state
expectations. (Modules 2 and
4)

Educator Track

 Focuses on:
 How what | see and

collect in the classroom
informs how my student
participates in KY
assessments. (Module 3)

How what | see and
collect in the classroom
informs the completion of
the LCI (Module 4)

Annual Review for ARC
Members Module (Updated)*

» Refresher module focuses on:

« How to complete the
participation guidelines.

 How what | see and collect
In the classroom informs
how my student participate
In KY assessments.

« How what | see and collect
in the classroom informs the
completion of the LCI





Learning Management System: Modules Training Outline

Module 1

The KY 1% Alternate
Assessment Waiver

Change in reporting
requirement

Communicating w/
district staff

Module 2

Completing the

Participation
Guidelines

Defining a
significant cognitive
disability

How students
participate in KY
assessments

Accommodation vs.
modification

How to use the
Participation
Guidelines for
determination

Module 3

Preparing for ARC -

Participation
Guidelines

Defining a
significant cognitive
disability

How students
participate in KY
assessments

Accommodation vs.
modification

How to prepare to
answer the
Participation
Guidelines’ 4
criterion

Module 4

Completing the
Learner

Characteristics
Inventory

Purpose & use
Guidance on

answering each
question

Module 5

Understand Your
LEAs Alternate

Assessment
Population in

Relation to the Cap

Data sources that
could be used

LEA comparisons

Red flags to explore






Learning Management System: P4AA 1% Training Modules

Each DoSE in the state must successfully complete

(modules in green):
Module 1 Module 2 Module 3 Module 4 Module 5

Preparing for ARC -

Participation
Guidelines

Defining a
significant cognitive
disability

How students
participate in KY
assessments

Accommodation vs.
modification

*Keep Certificates of
How to prepare to Completion for your

answer the
Participation records

Guidelines’ 4
criterion






Learning Management System: P4AA 1% Training Modules

Each ARC chairperson in the state must successfully complete (all modules in yellow):

Module 1

The KY 1% Alternate
Assessment Waiver

* Change in reporting
requirement

 Communicating w/
district staff

Module 2
Completing the

Participation
Guidelines

Defining a
significant cognitive
disability

How students
participate in KY

Module 3

Preparing for ARC -

Participation
Guidelines

Defining a
significant cognitive
disability

How students
participate in KY
assessments

Accommodation vs.
modification

How to prepare to
answer the
Participation
Guidelines’ 4
criterion

Module 5

Module 4

Completing the
Learner

Characteristics
Inventory

Understand Your
LEAs Alternate
Assessment

Population in
Relation to the Cap

Purpose & use
e Data sources that

Guidance on could be used
answering each

question * LEA comparisons

* Red flags to explore

Must complete prior to
chairing an ARC
*Keep Certificates of

Completion for your records





Learning Management System: P4AA 1% Training Modules

Each Special Education Teacher in the state must successfully complete (all modules in purple):

Module 1 Module 2 Module 3 Module 4 Module 5

The KY 1% Alternate Jill ~ Completing the

Assessment Waiver BRI b
Guidelines

Understand Your
LEAs Alternate
Assessment

Population in
Relation to the Cap

Change in reporting

requirement Defining a
significant cognitive

Data sources that

could be used

Communicating w/ disability

district staff
How students

participate in KY
assessments

LEA comparisons

_ Red flags to explore
Accommodation vs.

modification

How to use the
Participation
Guidelines for
determination

*Keep Certificates of
Completion for your records






Learning Management System:
Annual Review for ARC Members Module

Preparing and completing - Participation
Guidelines

Defining a significant cognitive disability

Updated Annually

How students participate in KY assessments

Refresher module for all ARC
members who have

e Accommodation vs. modification

completed all required . Hoyv tc'> UEREE to EIRSHEL the Participation
. o o Guidelines’ 4 criterion
modules in Administrator
Track or Educator Track « How to use the Participation Guidelines for
(slide 1) determination

*Keep Certificates of
Completion for your records





For More Information

» Please Contact:
Tania M. Sharp
Exceptional Children Consultant
Division of IDEA Monitoring & Results
Office of Special Education & Early Learning
(502) 564-4970, ext. 4124
Email: tania.sharp@education.ky.gov




mailto:tania.sharp@education.ky.gov
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The Kentucky Alternate K-PREP (state assessment)

WHO
In general, alternate assessment participants are those students with the most significant cognitive
disabilities who are unable to participate in regular assessments even with accommodations.

WHAT
The Alternate K-PREP measures what students know and is aligned with the Kentucky
Academic Standards for each subject.

Alternate Assessment has two major components:

1.  Attainment Tasks measure the student’s performance on completing specific
tasks/activities.
Reading - Grades 3-8 & 10

Mathematics - Grades 3-8 & 10
Science - Grades 4, 7 & 11
Social Studies - Grades 5, 8, & 11
Writing - Grades 5, 8 & 11

2. Transition Attainment Record (TAR) rates student performance on academic skills
needed for transition after high school. The TAR is for students who are in grade 11 or higher.

WHEN
Students are tested during two 6-week periods within the school year.

The student's Admissions and Release Committee (ARC)/Individual Education Program (IEP)
team reviews assessment participation decisions annually.

HOW
The Alternate K-PREP simplifies and adapts what is tested and allows for different ways of
participating.

A trained educator, familiar with the student and his/her needs, administer the test to the
student. The trained educator reads each test item aloud and presents three picture-based
response options. The student chooses one of the picture options to answer the test item. Tests
are paper based.

WHY
To give students an opportunity to demonstrate knowledge in academic content areas. The
assessment helps the ARC measure what students have learned and how to best support the
student’s learning in the future.






Comparison of Regular K-PREP and the Alternate K-PREP

All students enrolled in grades three through eight | Only students with the most significant

and grades 10 and 11 must take the K-PREP unless | cognitive disabilities, in grades three through
they participate in the Alternate K-PREP. eight, and grades 10 and 11, who meet all
participation criteria listed in the Participation
Guidelines may participate.

Student IEPs can include extended time as an Students complete one content area per day
accommodation. without a time limit.

Includes four multiple-choice options which Includes three multiple choice options with
cannot be modified (no pictures). pictures.

Contains short answers, open responses and on- | Includes only multiple-choice items with
demand writing. picture response options. No short answers,

open responses or on demand writing.

Test contains short and long passage text. Test contains simplified language of same
grade-level content.

Frequently Asked Question

QUESTION: What accommodations can my child receive on both the K-PREP and the
Alternate K-PREP?

ANSWER: State-approved accommodations (based on individual student needs and abilities)
include but are not limited to: Reader or Scripted Assessment, Scribe, Calculator,
Manipulatives, Paraphrasing or Simplified Language, Bilingual or English Dictionaries, Oral
Native Language Support, Extended Time, Use of Technology, Reinforcement and Behavior
Modification Strategies and Interpreter for Students with Deafness or Hearing Impairment

QUESTION: Can my child receive a regular high school diploma if he/she participates in the
Alternate K-Prep?

ANSWER: The ARC must determine if a student’s demonstrated cognitive ability and adaptive
behavior prevents completion of the general education course of study (including the minimum
graduation requirements) even with program modifications and/or accommodations. The ARC
using a variety of data and information such as the Participation Guidelines for the Alternate
Assessment, psycho-educational integrated report, the Learner Characteristics Inventory (LCI),
student work, student observations and any other relevant information makes this
determination. If this is the case, the ARC must determine the student would not be able to
complete the general education course of study to earn a regular high school diploma and would
therefore complete an alternate course of study to receive an Alternative High School Diploma
as stated in Kentucky Regulations 704 KAR 3:305 (section 10).

MORE INFORMATION: Information on graduation requirements can be found on the
Minimum High School Graduation Requirements page of the KDE website. Information on the
Course of Study Leading to the Alternative Diploma can be found on the Alternate K-PREP
Training and Instructional Resources page of the KDE website.




https://apps.legislature.ky.gov/law/kar/704/003/305.pdf

https://education.ky.gov/curriculum/hsgradreq/Pages/default.aspx

https://education.ky.gov/specialed/excep/instresources/Documents/CrsofStudytoAltHSDip.pdf

https://education.ky.gov/specialed/excep/instresources/Pages/Alternate-K-PREP-Training-and-Instructional-Resources.aspx

https://education.ky.gov/specialed/excep/instresources/Pages/Alternate-K-PREP-Training-and-Instructional-Resources.aspx
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RE: 2020-2021 FINAL ALTERNATE ASSESSMENT PARTICIPATION MONITORING
REPORT

Dear Superintendent,
Enclosed is the Final Report from the Alternate Assessment Participation desk audit.

This report reflects the findings of fact and conclusions for the Division of IDEA Monitoring and
Results (DIMR). The conclusions are specific to the district.

If you have questions, please contact your DIMR CAP lead, at @education.ky.gov or (502) 564-
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Alternate Assessment Participation Monitoring Final Report
School District
Preliminary Report Issued: May 24, 2021

General Information

Type of Report: Off-site Monitoring
Area(s) Reviewed: Alternate Assessment Participation
Data Collection Time Frame: 2020-2021 School Year
Individual Education Plan
Data Sources: Alternate Assessment Participation Guidelines

Student Due Process Files

Tania Sharp, DIMR Team Lead

Division of IDEA Monitoring and AI'J esszlga Jones, CogSultait t
Results (DIMR) 1sa Zimmerman, Consultan

. Erma White, Consultant
R T M : 5 ’
eview Team Members Julie McCown, Consultant

ALTERNATE ASSESSMENT PARTICIPATION AS A MONITORING AREA

The Kentucky Department of Education (KDE), Office of Special Education and Early Learning
(OSEEL), and the Division of IDEA Monitoring and Results (DIMR) are required to review the
decisions of Admissions and Release Committees (ARCs) regarding alternate assessment
participation, and determine whether these decisions are consistent with the Individuals with
Disabilities Education Act (IDEA) and federal and state regulations [34 CFR § 300.320(a)(6)(ii)
and 707 KAR 1:320 (Section 5)].

In making decisions regarding participation, districts are required to follow the Guidance for
Admissions and Release Committees (ARCs) on Participation Decisions for the Kentucky
Alternate Assessment to ensure that students meet all eligibility criteria for participating in the
alternate assessment, and to use the Kentucky Alternate Assessment Participation Guidelines
Documentation Form to document all ARC decisions.

The focus of the present desk review was to determine whether students were appropriately
identified as meeting all eligibility criteria to participate in the alternate assessment and the ARC
decisions were appropriately documented.

Although students in Kentucky did not participate in state testing during the 2019-2020 school
year, the KDE is still required to monitor alternate assessment participation. This year, the KDE
is reviewing eligibility for alternate assessment data as well as past alternate assessment
participation data.



https://www.govinfo.gov/content/pkg/CFR-2018-title1-vol1/xml/CFR-2018-title1-vol1.xml

https://apps.legislature.ky.gov/law/kar/707/001/320.pdf

https://education.ky.gov/specialed/excep/instresources/Documents/Guidance_for_ARCs_on_Participation_Decisions_for_the_Kentucky_Alternate_Assessment.pdf

https://education.ky.gov/specialed/excep/instresources/Documents/Guidance_for_ARCs_on_Participation_Decisions_for_the_Kentucky_Alternate_Assessment.pdf

https://education.ky.gov/specialed/excep/instresources/Documents/Guidance_for_ARCs_on_Participation_Decisions_for_the_Kentucky_Alternate_Assessment.pdf

https://education.ky.gov/specialed/excep/forms/Documents/Alternate_Assessment_Participation_Guidelines_Record_Review_Document.pdf

https://education.ky.gov/specialed/excep/forms/Documents/Alternate_Assessment_Participation_Guidelines_Record_Review_Document.pdf



OFF-SITE MONITORING METHODOLOGY

All districts were subject to a data review. If a district was found to meet one or more of the
criteria below, the DIMR performed further monitoring by reviewing a sample of student due
process files. The criteria for determining whether a district required additional monitoring
included:

a. The district exceeded 1.0% students eligible to participate in the alternate
assessment in at least one subject area based on 2019-2020 Individual Education
Program (IEP) data.

b. The district identified students as eligible who showed characteristics not typical
of students with the most significant cognitive disabilities, based on the Learner
Characteristics Inventory.

c. The district has shown an increase in alternate assessment participation over
multiple years.

d. The district has exceeded 1.0% of students participating in alternate assessment
over multiple years.

As such, the DIMR requested each district identified provide a sample of due process records
from the Infinite Campus (IC) statewide information system for students found eligible to
participate in the alternate assessment. All student due process records were reviewed by the
DIMR team using the 2020-2021 IDEA Compliance Review document and the Participation
Guidelines for the Kentucky Alternate Assessment Record Review document.

During the review, the DIMR monitored whether the students had been appropriately identified
as meeting all eligibility criteria to participate in the alternate assessment, and verified whether
the district correctly utilized the Kentucky Alternate Assessment Participation Guidelines
Documentation Form to document all ARC decisions, per 707 KAR 1:320, Section 5 (11).

Even though alternate assessment participation is the focus of this report, the team may have
noted additional concerns identified when reviewing the individual student due process records.
Under its general supervision responsibility, the KDE is required to cite districts for any
additional IDEA noncompliance identified during the course of monitoring.

COMPLIANCE CONCERNS PER INDIVIDAUAL RECORD REVIEWS

This section contains student-specific feedback based on the review of the student due process
records completed by the DIMR review team. The district must submit documentation to verify
that all finings of noncompliance have been appropriately corrected.

Only items which did not meet compliance standards are included below. Items listed in
Appendix A which were not included below were found to be compliant during the review.



https://education.ky.gov/specialed/excep/forms/Documents/Compliance_Record_Review_2020-2021.pdf

https://education.ky.gov/specialed/excep/instresources/Documents/2018%20Alternate%20Assessment%20Participation%20Guidelines%20Record%20Review%20Document.pdf

https://education.ky.gov/specialed/excep/instresources/Documents/2018%20Alternate%20Assessment%20Participation%20Guidelines%20Record%20Review%20Document.pdf

https://apps.legislature.ky.gov/law/kar/707/001/320.pdf



STUDENT #1 FINDINGS:

STUDENT #1 REQUIRED CORRECTIVE ACTION:

STUDENT #2 FINDINGS:

STUDENT #2 REQUIRED CORRECTIVE ACTION:

SUMMARY OF THE FINDINGS AND DISTRICT COMPLIANCE STATUS

Table 1 indicates the compliance rate for alternate assessment participation based on the desk

review conducted by the DIMR team.

Compliance Rate 2020-2021 School Year

Corrective Action Required

%

Based on the information above:

Assessment Participation.

Participation.

The School District is/is not cited for student specific violations related to Alternate

The School District is/is not cited for systemic violations related to Alternate Assessment






CORRECTIVE ACTION PLAN REQUIREMENTS

Language from 707 KAR 1:380, Section 1 District Impact
(3). (4). (5), (6) and (7)
Desk reviews may include: This language empowers the KDE to
a. Review of individual children’s conduct on-site visits to Kentucky school
records, including records of children districts.
served by private or state-operated
schools;
b. Interviews with staff;
c. A survey of parents;
d. Visits in schools and classrooms; and
e. Other activities, including review of
financial records.
Following an off-site or on-site review, the The KDE will issue a preliminary
KDE shall issue a written report. monitoring report following the on-site visit.

Deficiencies specified in the report shall be the | The date the district receives the

basis for the LEA to develop a corrective action | preliminary report is the beginning of the
plan (CAP) for review and approval by the one-year correction timeline discussed
KDE. below.

Prior to the development of the CAP, the LEA | The district will be given two calendar weeks
shall have the opportunity to submit additional | from the receipt of the preliminary report to
information to verify or clarify issues related to | submit any additional information to verify
the report. Each CAP shall be monitored and or clarify issues related to the report.

forced by the KDE. . i i
ILDERNETIERD Loy UL Neither federal nor state regulations include

provisions to allow an “appeal” of a
monitoring report. The KDE will consider
any additional information provided by the
district.

A final report will be issued following the
KDE’s review of any additional information
submitted by the district.




https://apps.legislature.ky.gov/law/kar/707/001/380.pdf

https://apps.legislature.ky.gov/law/kar/707/001/380.pdf



Language from 707 KAR 1:380, Section 1
(3). (4). (5), (6) and (7)

District Impact

A CAP shall be submitted to the KDE no later
than 30 business days after the LEA receives
the [preliminary] report of noncompliance.

OSEP Memorandum 09-02 specifies the one-
year timeframe for correction of
noncompliance begins on the date the district
is notified in writing of the findings of
noncompliance.

This means delivery of the preliminary
report is the start date for the CAP
timeline, not the date the final report is
issued.

Technical assistance to address any
identified systemic issues will be offered to
the district through the DIMR and the

regional special education cooperative.

The district will be contacted within two
weeks after the report is issued to discuss
options to assist the district.

The CAP shall include:
a. A statement of the matter to be
corrected; and
b. The steps the LEA shall take to
correct the problem and
document compliance.

The district will be provided a template for
developing and submitting the CAP.

Within 30 business days of receiving the CAP,
the KDE shall notify the LEA of the status of
the CAP. If the KDE rejects the CAP, the LEA
shall have 15 business days to submit a new
CAP.

Staff from the DIMR will review the
contents of the CAP and inform the district if]
the CAP is approvable. If the CAP is
rejected, the district shall be given 15
business days to submit a new CAP.

Note: Business day is defined in 707 KAR
1:002, Section 1 (6) to mean Monday
through Friday except for federal and state
holidays.

Technical assistance from the DIMR will be
provided to help ensure the first CAP
submitted by the district will be in
approvable form.




https://apps.legislature.ky.gov/law/kar/707/001/380.pdf

https://apps.legislature.ky.gov/law/kar/707/001/380.pdf

https://www2.ed.gov/policy/speced/guid/idea/memosdcltrs/osep09-02timelycorrectionmemo.pdf

https://apps.legislature.ky.gov/law/kar/707/001/002.pdf

https://apps.legislature.ky.gov/law/kar/707/001/002.pdf

https://apps.legislature.ky.gov/law/kar/707/001/002.pdf

https://apps.legislature.ky.gov/law/kar/707/001/002.pdf



Language from 707 KAR 1:380, Section 1

(3), (4). (5). (6) and (7)

District Impact

Any CAP approved by the KDE shall be
monitored and shall be an official document
requiring the LEA to meet the specified
activities. The KDE shall not initiate further
sanctions during the time period specified in
the CAP unless requested by the LEA.

CAP implementation requirements and
recommendations are discussed in the next
section below.

Any noncompliance verified by monitoring
shall be corrected within 12 months from the
date of the notification to the LEA of the
noncompliance.

This timeline is established in both federal
and state regulations. OSEP Memorandum

09-02 states, “...noncompliance must be
corrected as soon as possible but in no
case more than one year from
identification (e.g., the date on which the
State provided written notification to the
LEA or EIS program of the noncompliance.”




https://apps.legislature.ky.gov/law/kar/707/001/380.pdf

https://apps.legislature.ky.gov/law/kar/707/001/380.pdf

https://www2.ed.gov/policy/speced/guid/idea/memosdcltrs/osep09-02timelycorrectionmemo.pdf

https://www2.ed.gov/policy/speced/guid/idea/memosdcltrs/osep09-02timelycorrectionmemo.pdf



ADDITIONAL CAP INFORMATION

The following items should help the district understand the process of CAP development,
implementation, and closure.

1. Within two business days after the monitoring report has been issued, the DIMR CAP lead,
either by telephone, or email will make an initial contact with the DoSE to walk them
through the process and answer general questions about the report or CAP process.

2. As part of the CAP process, the district must first conduct a root cause analysis to discover
the source of the systemic problem areas or issues so that appropriate corrective action
activities can be developed to assist the district into achieving systemic compliance. Staff
from the special education cooperative will be available to assist the district.

3. To meet the one calendar year timeline for correction, the provision of technical assistance to
staff cannot wait until summer or scheduled professional development days.

4. All training activities must be KDE approved.

5. The expectation of the KDE is that all technical assistance including training must be
provided to staff prior to convening ARC meetings to correct student-specific and systemic
findings of noncompliance.

6. Before the CAP can be closed, all corrections of student-specific findings of noncompliance
must be corrected and all comparison records submitted must be in compliance in the
previously determined areas of need. If all comparison records are not in compliance, they
must be corrected, and additional comparison records must be submitted. This process will
continue all until all records reviewed are in compliance. The CAP cannot be closed until
100% of comparison records reviewed are in compliance.

7. The CAP template document the district will receive is designed to include quarterly updates
to assist the district and the CAP lead in correction of all noncompliance within the
established one calendar year timeline.





COMPLIANCE RECORD REVIEW ITEMS EXAMINED

Item
Number

Compliance Requirement

Regulatory
Requirement

43a.

Statement of decisions and reasons for meeting the
requirements for Alternate Assessment Program

Note: As reflected in the Participation Guidelines
Documentation, to participate a student must meet all
four participation criterion.

If the ARC determines that the child meets the criteria
for participation in the alternate assessment program as
provided in 703 KAR 5:070, it shall provide a statement
of its decision and the reasons for the decision.

703 KAR 5:070

707 KAR 1:320 Section 5

(11)

Item 1: The ARC documented the student is eligible for
special education services.

707 KAR 1:310

Item 2: The ARC documented, using current and
longitudinal data, that the student’s demonstrated
cognitive functioning and adaptive behavior in all
settings are significantly below age expectations, even
with program modifications.

34 CFR § 200.6 (d)(1)

Item 3: The ARC documented that the student requires
extensive, individual direct instruction across multiple
settings. Documentation also reflects that the student
requires intensive accommodations, modifications and
assistive technology to access and make progress on the
Kentucky Academic Standards (KAS), and to maintain
and generalize learning.

34 CFR § 200.6 (d)(1)(ii) and

111

Item 4: The ARC documented that the decision for the
student to participate in the alternate assessment is not
primarily the result of any exclusionary factors.

34 CFR § 200.6 (d)

Item C: The ARC documented that the student meets all
criteria for participation in the alternate assessment,
provided a statement of its decision and the reasons for
the decision and all referenced data sources can be
verified with supporting documentation.

707 KAR 1:320. Section 5

(11)

43b.

If the student meets requirements to participate in the
alternate assessment aligned with alternate academic
achievement standards (AA-AAAS), student’s current

703 KAR 5:070




https://apps.legislature.ky.gov/law/kar/703/005/070.pdf

https://apps.legislature.ky.gov/law/kar/707/001/320.pdf

https://apps.legislature.ky.gov/law/kar/707/001/320.pdf

https://apps.legislature.ky.gov/law/kar/707/001/310.pdf

https://www.ecfr.gov/cgi-bin/text-idx?SID=8344994f70d1bf5de1947e462e945037&mc=true&node=se34.1.200_16&rgn=div8

https://www.ecfr.gov/cgi-bin/text-idx?SID=8344994f70d1bf5de1947e462e945037&mc=true&node=se34.1.200_16&rgn=div8

https://www.ecfr.gov/cgi-bin/text-idx?SID=8344994f70d1bf5de1947e462e945037&mc=true&node=se34.1.200_16&rgn=div8

https://www.ecfr.gov/cgi-bin/text-idx?SID=8344994f70d1bf5de1947e462e945037&mc=true&node=se34.1.200_16&rgn=div8

https://apps.legislature.ky.gov/law/kar/707/001/320.pdf

https://apps.legislature.ky.gov/law/kar/707/001/320.pdf

https://apps.legislature.ky.gov/law/kar/703/005/070.pdf



Item
Number

Compliance Requirement

Regulatory
Requirement

level of communication has been determined and
verified by the ARC.

Note: The student’s current level of communication must
be documented in the Present Levels of the IEP.

Item D: The student’s functioning pertaining to
receptive and expressive communication are addressed
in the [EP and the ARC reviewed and completed the
Learner Characteristics Inventory (LCI)?

Note: If a student is found eligible for the alternate
assessment, the ARC must complete the LCI and
document that communication is addressed, or is not
marked as an area of concern, in the student’s IEP.

707 KAR 1:320 Section 5 (2)

(d)

43c.

If the student meets requirements to participate in the
alternate assessment, documentation in the IEP shows
evidence of a communication plan.

INOTE: The student must have a communication plan or
the student’s IEP must document communication is not
an area of concern at this time (in which a
communication plan would not be necessary). The
communication plan may be documented in the Present
Levels, Special Factors, Measurable Annual Goal(s) or
Supplementary Aids and Services areas of the IEP.

707 KAR 1:320 Section 5

49.

The ARC considers the concerns of the parent(s) in the
development of the IEP.

707 KAR 1:320 Section 5 (1)
(a)

Item A: There is documentation the parent was provided
a copy of the Alternate Assessment Parent Guide with an
opportunity to ask questions (prior to ARC meeting,
during ARC meeting, or other time)

34 CFR § 200.6 (d)(3)

Item B: Documentation district personnel explained to
all ARC members the difference between an Alternative
High School Diploma and a Regular High School
Diploma.

704 KAR 3:305

34 CFR § 200.6 (d)(2-4)




https://apps.legislature.ky.gov/law/kar/707/001/320.pdf

https://apps.legislature.ky.gov/law/kar/707/001/320.pdf

https://apps.legislature.ky.gov/law/kar/707/001/320.pdf

https://apps.legislature.ky.gov/law/kar/707/001/320.pdf

https://apps.legislature.ky.gov/law/kar/707/001/320.pdf

https://www.ecfr.gov/cgi-bin/text-idx?SID=8344994f70d1bf5de1947e462e945037&mc=true&node=se34.1.200_16&rgn=div8

https://apps.legislature.ky.gov/law/kar/704/003/305.pdf

https://www.ecfr.gov/cgi-bin/text-idx?SID=8344994f70d1bf5de1947e462e945037&mc=true&node=se34.1.200_16&rgn=div8



Item
Number

Compliance Requirement

Regulatory
Requirement

INOTE: The district must explain the difference between
the two diplomas (including the courses of study,
minimum graduation requirements and implications) to
all ARC members and provide any member of the ARC

an opportunity to ask questions.






AVAILABLE RESOURCES:

e Alternate Assessment Participation Guidelines, Training Modules (available from
the Human Development Institute at the University of Kentucky)

e Alternate K-PREP Training and Resources

e Differentiation
e Guia para padres: Alterno K-PREP 2018 (Parent Guide, Spanish Version)
e Guidance for ARCs on Participation Decisions for the Kentucky Alternate

Assessment
e Kentucky Alternate Assessment Participation Guidelines Documentation Form

e Parent Guide: Kentucky Alternate Assessment

ALTERNATE ASSESSMENT PARTICIPATION BEST PRACTICES

1. The DIMR recommends districts establish a process for reviewing and monitoring how
students are being identified to take alternate assessments.

2. The DIMR advises districts to examine the process their ARC teams use to determine how a
student qualifies for the alternate assessments. To this end, the DIMR urges districts to
convene a meeting with staff having responsibilities in the decision-making process, and
explore the current process using these guiding questions:

a. Are ARCs fully discussing the possible participation of the student in the general
state assessment before considering the alternate assessment? Participation in
alternate assessment should only be discussed after the ARC determines that the
student is unable to participate in the general assessment even with accommodations.

b. Are ARCs thoroughly documenting the discussion and evidence supporting that the
student is not able to participate in the regular state assessment even with available
accommodations?

c. Are ARCs consulting the Participation Guidelines during the meetings and using
these to guide the discussion?

d. Are ARCs using data to establish that the student meets the specific criteria?

e. Are all ARC members given a chance to hear and review the data analysis?

f. Have all ARC members completed the required alternate assessment training
modules?

g. Do all ARC members, including parents, have a clear understanding of the
implications associated with participation in alternate assessments?

3. The DIMR recommends that districts provide professional learning opportunities for teachers
on differentiation, collaborative teaching and student engagement.



https://www.hdilearning.org/course-catalog/?woo_category=561

https://education.ky.gov/specialed/excep/instresources/Pages/Alternate-K-PREP-Training-and-Instructional-Resources.aspx

https://education.ky.gov/educational/diff/Pages/default.aspx

https://education.ky.gov/specialed/excep/instresources/Documents/GUIA_PARA_PADRES_ALTERNO_K-PREP.pdf

https://education.ky.gov/specialed/excep/instresources/Documents/Guidance_for_Admissions_and_Release_Participation_Decisions_for_Alternate_Assessment.pdf

https://education.ky.gov/specialed/excep/instresources/Documents/Guidance_for_Admissions_and_Release_Participation_Decisions_for_Alternate_Assessment.pdf

https://education.ky.gov/specialed/excep/instresources/Documents/KY_Alternate_Assessment_Participation_Guidelines_Documentation_Form.pdf

https://education.ky.gov/specialed/excep/instresources/Documents/Parent_Guide_to_Alternate_K-Prep.pdf
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KENTUCKY DEPARTMENT OF
EDUCATION PUBLIC NOTICE AND
COMMENT PERIOD

WAIVER REQUEST PURSUANT TO 34 CFR. §200.6(c)(4)
July 28, 2021 through August 11, 2021

Pursuant to 34 CFR §200.6(c)(4), the Kentucky Department of Education (KDE) will seek to extend
a waiver for the 2021-2022 school year from the Secretary for the United States Department of
Education. The regulation in question, found at 34 CFR. §200.6(c)(2), requires State Education
Agencies to limit the total number of students assessed in a subject area using an alternate assessment
aligned with alternate academic achievement standards (AA-AAAS). The limit on the percentage of
students assessed by the AA-AAAS is set by the federal regulation, stating the total number of
students assessed with the AA-AAAS per subject area shall not exceed 1.0%.

Specifically, 34 CFR §200.6(c)(2) provides:

“For each subject for which assessments are administered under 34 CFR §200.2(a)(1), the total
number of students assessed in that subject using an AA-AAAS under paragraph (c)(1) of this section
may not exceed 1.0 percent of the total number of students in the State who are assessed in that
subject.”

NOTICE OF PUBLIC COMMENT PERIOD: Any individual or organization may submit
written comments on the proposed waiver pursuant to 34 CFR §200.6(c)(4). Written comments
shall be accepted through August 11, 2021.

You may send written comments on the proposed waiver to: Sylvia Starkey, Director, Division
of IDEA Monitoring and Results, Office of Special Education and Early Learning, Kentucky
Department of Education, 300 Sower Boulevard, Fourth Floor, Sower Building, Frankfort, KY
40601.

Comments may also be submitted electronically mailed to Sylvia.Starkey@education.ky.gov.
Also, comments may be submitted by telephone at (502) 564-4970 extension 4118, or by fax at
(502) 564-4124.

The requirements for a State Education Agency to seek a waiver are set forth at 34 C.F.R
§200.6(c)(4) and are reproduced below. The KDE is requesting to extend a waiver previously granted
by the United States Department of Education because its most recent data (2020-2021 preliminary
data) on the percentage of students taking Kentucky’s AA-AAAS in all subject areas is at least 1.0%
(see Table 1).

The waiver requirements are in bold lettering below.



https://www.ecfr.gov/cgi-bin/text-idx?SID=8344994f70d1bf5de1947e462e945037&mc=true&node=se34.1.200_16&rgn=div8

https://www.ecfr.gov/cgi-bin/text-idx?SID=8344994f70d1bf5de1947e462e945037&mc=true&node=se34.1.200_16&rgn=div8

https://www.ecfr.gov/cgi-bin/text-idx?SID=8344994f70d1bf5de1947e462e945037&mc=true&node=se34.1.200_16&rgn=div8

https://www.ecfr.gov/cgi-bin/text-idx?SID=8344994f70d1bf5de1947e462e945037&mc=true&node=se34.1.200_16&rgn=div8

https://www.ecfr.gov/cgi-bin/text-idx?SID=8344994f70d1bf5de1947e462e945037&mc=true&node=se34.1.200_16&rgn=div8

https://www.ecfr.gov/cgi-bin/text-idx?SID=8344994f70d1bf5de1947e462e945037&mc=true&node=se34.1.200_16&rgn=div8

https://www.ecfr.gov/cgi-bin/text-idx?SID=8344994f70d1bf5de1947e462e945037&mc=true&node=se34.1.200_16&rgn=div8

https://www.ecfr.gov/cgi-bin/text-idx?SID=8344994f70d1bf5de1947e462e945037&mc=true&node=se34.1.200_16&rgn=div8



Kentucky 1.0% Request to Extend Waiver for
Reading, Mathematics and Science
ESSA section 1111(b)(2)(D) and 34 CFR §200.6(c) and (d)
Submission to United States Department of Education
August 17, 2021

In accordance with 34 CFR 200.6(c)(4), Kentucky is providing evidence of all requirements to
extend Kentucky 1.0% Request to Extend Waiver for Reading, Mathematics and Science.

Requirement 1 (34 C.F.R §200.6(c)(4)) Submission 90-Days Prior to State Testing Window
Opening

(i) Be submitted at least 90 days prior to the start of the State’s testing window for the relevant
subject:

The KDE is submitting a waiver extension request to the United States Department of Education
(ED) 90 days prior to the start of the testing window for the alternate assessment aligned with
alternate Academic achievement standards (AA-AAAS).

Kentucky’s statewide assessment — the Kentucky Performance Rating for Educational Progress
(K-PREP) first of two assessment windows for the AA-AAAS for students with significant
cognitive disabilities is scheduled to begin on November 15, 2021 or later.

Evidence of Progress

The KDE sought public comment for the Kentucky 1.0% Request to Extend Waiver for Reading,
Mathematics and Science. The public was notified through a press release that the public
comment period was open Wednesday, July 18, 2021 through Wednesday, August 11, 2021. The
press release was posted on KDE’s website, shared on listservs used by local education agency
(LEA) assessment coordinators and directors of special education (DoSEs), and disseminated via
e-mail to other advisory groups and stakeholders. The public comment posting followed the
KDE protocol and was open for two weeks.

After receiving public comments, the KDE will review and revise the Kentucky 1.0% Request to
Extend Waiver for Reading, Mathematics and Science accordingly and submit it to the ED.

Requirement Two —34 CFR §200.6(c)(4) State Level Data
(ii): Provide state-level data, from the current or previous year, to show:

(A) the number and percent in each subgroup who took the AA-AAAS in the subject area;

The KDE reviewed preliminary data from Kentucky’s statewide assessment for the 2020-2021
school year. The purpose of this review was to determine the participation rates of students
taking the AA-AAAS. Table One includes the preliminary data' with the number and

! Preliminary data for school year 2020-2021 is the raw number of students participating in state assessments
provided by KDE assessment vendors. The preliminary data does not include state required review and validation at
state, LEA and school level that will impact final data for public reporting.



https://www.ecfr.gov/cgi-bin/text-idx?SID=30b6d8a929139d976fbd15186a61faed&mc=true&node=se34.1.200_12&rgn=div8

https://www.ecfr.gov/cgi-bin/text-idx?SID=8344994f70d1bf5de1947e462e945037&mc=true&node=se34.1.200_16&rgn=div8

https://www.ecfr.gov/cgi-bin/text-idx?SID=8344994f70d1bf5de1947e462e945037&mc=true&node=se34.1.200_16&rgn=div8

https://www.ecfr.gov/cgi-bin/text-idx?SID=8344994f70d1bf5de1947e462e945037&mc=true&node=se34.1.200_16&rgn=div8

https://www.ecfr.gov/cgi-bin/text-idx?SID=8344994f70d1bf5de1947e462e945037&mc=true&node=se34.1.200_16&rgn=div8



percentage of Kentucky students participating in statewide assessments, including participation
in AA-AAAS.

The participation rates revealed at least 1.0% of Kentucky students participated in each of the
subject areas included in the AA-AAAS in the 2020-2021 school year. Therefore, based on
these preliminary data, Kentucky anticipates exceeding the 1.0% threshold outlined in the
ESSA for the 2021-2022 school year.

Table One displays preliminary participation rates by subject area for the 2020-2021 school
year AA-AAAS. The final assessment data will be publicly available on the Open House
website and the Kentucky School Report Card in October 2021. Therefore, in Attachment One,
the KDE provided the number and percentage of all students, including each subgroup of
students, who participated in the AA-AAAS in the 2020-2021 school year by subject area.

Kentucky’s state assessment window for the AA-AAAS is scheduled to begin November 15,
2021 or later. Due to the requirement that states submit a waiver at least 90 days prior to the
assessment window, there was insufficient time to calculate final participation data from the
2020-2021 school year assessment before the deadline for submission of the waiver request.
When the final assessment data are available in October 2021, the KDE will review and submit
the final data. Final data will be submitted to ED no later than November 1, 2021.

Table One: 2020-2021 school year AA-AAAS Participation by Subject’

SUBJECT NUMBER NUMBER PERCENT
PARTICIPATING | PARTICIPATING |PARTICIPATING
INAA-AAAS | INSTATEWIDE | INAA-AAAS
ASSESSMENT
Reading
2 294 1.0°
(clementary/middle/high) 990 94,783 0%
Math ;
(elementary/middle/high) 2,986 294,586 1.0%
Science
1,2 120,1 1.1°
(elementary/middle) 258 0,150 /o

Evidence of Progress

The KDE analyzed various sources to measure progress made towards the previously approved
1.0% waiver from ED. In the subject areas of reading, math and science, the percentage of
students participating in the AA-AAAS has decreased each year. The KDE does not have 2019-
2020 school year assessment participation data; however, the KDE could estimate assessment
participation data derived from AA-AAAS eligibility found within Individual Education

2 Preliminary data for school year 2020-2021 is the raw number of students participating in state assessments
provided by KDE assessment vendors. The preliminary data does not include state required review and validation at
state, LEA and school level that will impact final data for public reporting.



https://openhouse.education.ky.gov/

https://www.kyschoolreportcard.com/organization/20?year=2020



Programs (IEPs) at the end of the 2019-2020 school year. Student IEPs which documented
eligibility to participate in the AA-AAAS for the 2019-2020 school year were included in this
calculation. Table Two demonstrates the percent change in AA-AAAS participation between the
2019-2020 school year® and the 2020-2021 school year.

Table Two: Estimated 2019-2020 school year and 2020-2021 school year AA-AAAS
Participation by Subject

SUBJECT 2019-2020 SCHOOL 2020-2021 SCHOOL ESTIMATED
YEAR ESTIMATED YEAR PERCENT PERCENT CHANGE
PERCENT PARTICIPATING IN| BETWEEN SCHOOL
PARTICIPATING IN AA-AAAS YEARS 2019-2020 &
AA-AAAS 2020-2021
Reading
. . 1.0% 1.0% 0.0%
(elem/middle/high) ? ?
Mathematics
. . 1.0% 1.0% 0.0%
(elem/middle/high) ¢ ¢
Science
. . 1.0% 1.1% 0.1%
(elem/middle/high) ? ?

In addition to the participation being at 1.0% in two subject areas, the KDE data analysis

revealed the overall statewide percentage of student participation (not by subject area) in the AA-
AAAS to be at 1.0%. These data indicate students eligible to participate in the AA-AAAS is at or
below the 1.0% threshold.

Table Three demonstrates the overall statewide (not by subject) percentage of students who
participated in the AA-AAAS is at 1.0%.

Table Four demonstrates the overall statewide percentage of students eligible for the AA-AAAS
is below 1.0% and has been for five consecutive school years.

3 Bstimated number and percentage of students anticipated to participate in the general assessment and AA-AAAS
based upon 2020-2021 IEP and student population data. These numbers include students who may have been
exempt from participating and does not include students where IEP teams have yet to determine assessment
decisions for the upcoming school year.





Table Three: Statewide Participation (not by subject)

School Year Number of Students Number of Students Percent of
Participating in AA- Participating in Students

AAAS Statewide General Participating in

Assessments AA-AAAS
2020-2021 3,402 329,639 1.0%
2019-2020* 4,151 408,927 1.0%
2018-2019 4,918 496,407 1.0%
2017-2018 5,477 496,074 1.0%
2016-2017 5,911 499,674 1.2%

Table Four: Statewide percentage of students eligible to participate in the AA-AAAS (not by
subject area)

School Year Number of Students | Number of Students [Percentage of Students
Eligible to Participate Statewide Eligible to Participate
in the AA-AAAS in the AA-AAAS
2020-2021 5,430 654,523 0.83%
2019-2020° 5,687 666,785 0.85%
2018-2019 5,505 654,068 0.84%
2017-2018 6,242 648,369 0.96%
2016-2017 6,380 656,588 0.97%

The five-year (2016-2021) data trend in Table Four indicates a continued decrease in number of
students eligible to participate in the AA-AAAS and continues to be under 1.0% of the student
population in the state.

Additionally, the KDE reported a decrease in the number of students statewide, but a slight
increase in the percentage of LEAs in Kentucky that assessed more than 1.0% of students using
an AA-AAAS in one or more subjects. Table Five includes the number of LEAs assessing more
than 1.0% of students using the AA-AAAS in one or more subject areas. The KDE continues to
monitor those LEAs assessing over 1.0% of students using an AA-AAAS and anticipates the
decrease in statewide eligibility for the AA-AAAS to continue with the sustained implementation

4 Estimated number and percentage of students who may have participated in the general assessment and AA-AAAS
based upon end of year 2019-2020 IEP and student population data. These numbers include students who may have
been exempt from participating. The projected number of students eligible for an AA-AAAS may change due to
student identifications, eligibility determinations and enrollment changes.

5 Number and percentage of students eligible to participate in the general assessment and AA-AAAS based upon end
of year 2019-2020 IEP and student population data. These numbers include students who may have been exempt
from participating.





of the AA-AAAS Kentucky Alternate Assessment Participation Guidelines Documentation
Form, additional professional development opportunities and an improved plan for monitoring
LEAs. These data show the effect of ongoing efforts from the KDE, regional special educational
cooperatives, LEAs and other stakeholders to be responsive to the individual needs of students
with the most significant cognitive disabilities.

Table Five: LEAs assessing more than 1.0% of students using AA-AAAS

School Year Number of LEAs Percentage of LEASs
Exceeding 1.0% AA- Exceeding 1.0% AA-AAAS
AAAS Participation in Participation in At Least One
At Least One Subject Subject Area
2020-2021 112 65.12%
2019-2020° 93 54%
2018-2019 132 77%
2017-2018 144 83%
2016-2017 173 98%

(B) Data showing at least 95% participation overall and for students with disabilities subgroup

Kentucky met or exceeded the federal guidelines set at 95% participation for all students,
including students with disabilities (SWDs), in the Kentucky Performance Rating for
Educational Progress (K-PREP) assessment every year. The Kentucky Department of Education
applied for a waiver of statewide assessment, accountability and reporting requirements in the
Elementary and Secondary Education Act (ESEA) for the 2019-2020 school year due to
widespread school closures related to the novel Coronavirus disease (COVID-19). The waiver
was approved on March 27, 2020.

Table Six demonstrates the state assessed less than 95% of all students, including students with
disabilities, during the 2020-2021 school year. Kentucky were granted a waiver of the
accountability, school identification, and related reporting requirements in the Elementary and
Secondary Education Act of 1965 (ESEA) for the 2020-2021 school year. A state receiving this
waiver is not required to implement and report the results of its accountability system, including
calculating progress toward long-term goals and measurements of interim progress or indicators,
or to annually meaningfully differentiate among its public schools using data from the 2020-
2021 school year. This flexibility explicitly includes waiving the requirement that the Academic
Achievement indicator be adjusted to account for a participation rate below 95%. The KDE
anticipates meeting the federal guidelines for participation in the 2021-2022 school year based
upon trend data analysis.

¢ Projected number of LEAs identified as possibly exceeding 1.0% participation for 2019-2020 is based upon the
number of students eligible for the AA-AAAS and overall population of students as of April 2020.



https://education.ky.gov/specialed/excep/instresources/Documents/KY_Alternate_Assessment_Participation_Guidelines_Documentation_Form.pdf

https://education.ky.gov/specialed/excep/instresources/Documents/KY_Alternate_Assessment_Participation_Guidelines_Documentation_Form.pdf

https://education.ky.gov/comm/Documents/KY%20Covid19%20WaiverResponse%203-27-20.pdfhttps:/education.ky.gov/comm/Documents/KY%20Covid19%20WaiverResponse%203-27-20.pdf

https://oese.ed.gov/files/2021/04/ky-acct-waiver-response.pdf

https://oese.ed.gov/files/2021/04/ky-acct-waiver-response.pdf

https://oese.ed.gov/files/2021/04/ky-acct-waiver-response.pdf



Table Six: 2020-2021 School Year Overall Statewide, Assessed by Subject’

Grades 3 - 8 and HS

Subject Enrolled Assessed Percent
Tested
Readmg/Language'Arts - All Students Total 207.328 253,192 R5.2%
Grades 3 - 8 and High School (HS)
Reading/Language Arts -SWD Total 49,420 41,591 R4.2%
Grades 3 - 8 and HS
Mathematics - All Students Total 297,276 253,091 85.1%
Grades 3 - 8 and HS
Mathematics - SWD Total 49,408 41,495 24.0%
Grades 3 - 8 and HS
Science - All Students Total 127.231 104,630 22 2%
Grades 3 - 8 and HS
Science - SWD Total 19,649 16,112 R1.1%

Requirement Three (34 CFR §200.6(c)(4) Assurances

(iii)): include assurances from the State that it has verified each LEA that the State anticipates
will assess more than 1.0% of its assessed students in any subject using AA-AAAS did the

following:

(A) Each LEA follows the state’s participation guidelines:

With final assessment data for the 2020-2021 school year not yet available, the KDE required

written assurances from all 171 LEAs in the state.

When KDE has final participation data for the 2020-2021 school year, the KDE will contact all
LEAs who exceeded 1.0% participation in the AA-AAAS in at least one subject area. Those
LEAs will be required to provide KDE with a detailed justification for exceeding the 1.0%

threshold. The justification will confirm:

o [EP team(s) utilized the Kentucky Alternate Assessment Participation Guidelines

Documentation Form

e |EP team members used the Kentucky Alternate Assessment Participation Guidelines

Documentation Form appropriately for each student who would participate in the

alternate assessment

7 Preliminary data for school year 2020-2021 is the raw number of students participating in state assessments
provided by KDE assessment vendors. The preliminary data does not include state required review and validation at
state, LEA and school level that will impact final data for public reporting.
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e LEA addressed any disproportionality in the percentage of students within each subgroup
taking the AA-AAAS

The Local District Justifications for Alternate Assessment Participation (2020-2021 school year
Assessment Data) results from the justification requirement form will be published and available
on the Kentucky Alternate Assessment Participation Waiver webpage.

Evidence of Progress

The request for written assurances sent to LEAs is included in Attachment Two. The 2027-2022
school year District AA-AAAS Participation Assurances are located on the Kentucky Alternate
Assessment Participation Waiver webpage of the KDE website.

During the 2020-2021 school year, Kentucky required LEAs who had more than 1.0% of
students eligible to participate in the AA-AAAS submit information to the state justifying the
need to exceed the 1.0% threshold. The KDE developed a Justification Requirement Form to
lead LEAs through a root cause analysis to determine why more than 1.0% of the student body
was assessed using the AA-AAAS. The justification form is reviewed and revised annually by
the Alternate Assessment and Diploma Advisory Group (AADAG). LEAs who assessed more
than 1.0% of students in any subject of the AA-AAAS were provided the LEA data along with
instructions on completing a Justification Requirement Form. The District Alternate Assessment

Participation (school year eligibility data) Justification Summary included a summary of the
LEA responses. The summary document is published and available on the Kentucky Alternate
Assessment Participation Waiver webpage on the KDE website.

The Justification Requirement Form also required LEAs to report and document:

local training needs

description of appropriate training, support and oversight provided to IEP team members
e justification(s) for exceeding 1.0% participation

e analysis of AA-AAAS eligibility data

e descriptions of the monitoring process used to monitor AA-AAAS participation and
possible disproportionality

Regional special education cooperatives received justification responses from LEAs for the
2020-2021 school year. The responses assisted cooperatives in determining needed trainings and
support.

The KDE will continue to provide guidance, support and oversight to all LEAs who anticipate
exceeding the 1.0% threshold. More information on the KDE plan for guidance and oversight is
provided in Requirement 4(B)—34 CFR §200.6(c)(4)(iv) below.

B) Assurance that LEAs over 1.0% will address any disproportionality in the students taking the
AA-AAAS.
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Through the justification process, LEAs are required to describe the processes used to monitor
AA-AAAS eligibility and possible disproportionality in participation.

The KDE will provide guidance and training on calculating, identifying and addressing
disproportionality in AA-AAAS participation through training in Fall of 2021. The KDE will
continue to provide LEAs and regional special educational cooperatives with statewide and LEA
level data based on a rate comparison calculation to ensure LEAs can address any
disproportionality.

In the event the data reveals any disproportionality in the percentage of students participating in
the AA-AAAS, the KDE will address the issues as follows:

e Monitor LEAs with high rates of disproportionality (threshold of 2.0 or greater).

e Complete desk audits of student files in the identified subgroup to determine if the
decision for a student to participate on the AA-AAAS met requirements.

e Issue corrective action plans if the decision for a student’s participation in the AA-AAAS
did not meet the criteria pursuant to state guidance to LEAs identified with
noncompliance related to AA-AAAS participation.

e Assist LEAs in developing action steps in Corrective Action Plans (CAP) to correct any
disproportionality issues identified.

Evidence of Progress

The KDE examined statewide and LEA disproportionality preliminary data by subgroup and
subject area for the 2020-2021 school year. The KDE determined whether subgroups had a risk
of disproportionate participation in the AA-AAAS using a disproportionality rate comparison.
For the analysis, the KDE used a rate comparison without a threshold. The rate comparison
identifies when the data for any group is disproportionate to others not in the measured group.
Any disproportionality rate greater than 1.0 means the examined group’s representation in a
particular category differs substantially from the representation of others in that category. If the
disproportionality rate of the measured group is less than 1.0, then the group is less likely to be
identified than those not in the group. The KDE reviewed disproportionality data from the 2020-
2021 school year preliminary assessment data and determined no subgroups exceed the 2.0
threshold in any subject area.

The KDE, in collaboration with LEAs, addressed disproportionality in subgroups taking the AA-
AAAS through:

e calculation and analysis of subgroup participation rates and disproportionality rate
comparisons in each subject area provided to LEAs for analysis;

e an off-site review conducted by the KDE of student due process files for 41 LEAs to
determine whether the students met all eligibility criteria to participate in the AA-AAAS;
and





e areview of due process files conducted by LEAs in collaboration with Kentucky’s
special educational regional cooperatives for a sample of students eligible for the AA-
AAAS using the Participation Guidelines for the Kentucky Alternate Assessment Review
Document.

Attachment Three lists the 2020-2021 school year Comprehensive Coordinated Early Intervening
Service (CCEIS) trainings and meetings provided to LEAs, regional training centers and regional
educational cooperatives where disproportionality was discussed.

The KDE will continue to provide LEAs and regional special educational cooperatives with state
and LEA data based upon a rate comparison calculation to ensure LEAs are able to address any
disproportionality in the students taking the AA-AAAS. In addition, the KDE will use 2020-
2021 assessment participation data and eligibility data to continue to address disproportionality,
by subgroup, in the percentage of students taking an AA-AAAS through statewide data analysis,
LEA level data analysis and the targeted monitoring process.

In collaboration with regional special educational cooperatives, LEAs will continue to review
due process files of students eligible to participate in the AA-AAAS to determine that
appropriate assessments are provided, and subgroups are not being disproportionately identified.

Requirement Four—34 CFR §200.6(c)(4)
(iv) The SEA must submit a plan and timeline by which the following will be accomplished:

(A) State will improve the implementation of its guidelines for participation in the AA-AAAS,
including by reviewing and, if necessary, revising its definition of students with the most
significant cognitive disabilities

Attachment Four includes the 2021-2022 school year timeline for the KDE 1.0% waiver
initiatives.

During the 2020-2021 school year, the KDE, in collaboration with the AADAG, continued to
meet and focus on analyzing data to identify trends, develop new training and guidance to

educate staff and parents on AA-AAAS participation and students with significant cognitive
disabilities.

The 2020-2021 Kentucky 1.0% Request to Extend Waiver for Reading, Mathematics and
Science outlined plans to create parent resources, including parent training modules, an
informational brochure for parents and a revision of the Parent Guide: Kentucky Alternate
Assessment. The new parent resources will be available to LEAs and parents during the 2021-
2022 school year. Parent resources will include information regarding:

e Kentucky Alternate Assessment Participation Guidelines Documentation Form Options
for Inclusion

e Comparing the K-PREP and Alternate K-PREP

e Alternative High School Diploma
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e Accommodations and Modifications
e Accessing the General Education Classroom
e Communication Plans

The KDE will continue to collaborate with technical assistance (TA) centers funded by ED’s
Office of Special Education Programs (OSEP) and will maintain its involvement in the National
Center on Educational Outcomes (NCEO) 1.0% Communities of Practice to improve the KDE’s
ongoing work for students with the most significant cognitive disabilities.

The KDE will continue to seek feedback from stakeholders to review and, if necessary, revise
state resources related to AA-AAAS participation and the definition of students with the most
significant cognitive disabilities. If any revisions are required, the KDE will collaborate with the
regional special education cooperatives to develop trainings and guidance to support LEAs with
those updates.

Evidence of Progress

The KDE worked with NCEO and IDEA Data Center (IDC) to support the agency’s ongoing
work around students with significant cognitive disabilities during the 2020-2021 school year.
For example, the KDE participated and presented at the NCEO 1.0% Community of Practice
webinar meetings and other state-sponsored convenings to improve the agency’s ongoing work
pertaining to students with significant cognitive disabilities and their participation in AA-AAAS.

Regional special education cooperatives used 2019-2020 Data Verification Reports to assist
LEAs in identifying specific areas of training or coaching needed. During the 2020-2021 school
year, regional special educational cooperatives provided ongoing training virtually and in-person
for LEA staff which included:

e understanding and completing the Kentucky Alternate Assessment Participation

Guidelines Documentation Form
o Kentucky Academic Standards for students participating in the AA-AAAS
e monthly collaborative meetings

e coaching sessions
e due process file reviews

The additional parent resources planned from the previous Kentucky 1.0% Request to Extend
Waiver for Reading, Mathematics and Science plan were discussed and planned in the 2019-
2020 school year and developed during the 2020-2021 school year. Attachment Five includes the
actions and completion dates for the work the AADAG completed.

To improve the implementation of its guidelines, the KDE completes an AA-AAAS participation
desk audit and issues CAPs to LEAs to address any noncompliance identified. The CAP process

allows the KDE and the LEA to identify the root causes for misidentification and documentation
errors and then develop a plan to train and implement the guidelines more efficiently. In
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addition, the KDE uses the CAP process to monitor and review training effectiveness and CAP
action steps. More information on the CAP process is provided in the Monitoring Manual.

(B) State will take additional steps to support and provide oversight to each LEA that the State
anticipates will exceed the 1.0% threshold to ensure that only students with the most significant
cognitive disabilities take an alternate assessment. The State must describe how it will monitor
and regularly evaluate each such LEA to ensure that the LEA provides sufficient training such
that school staff who participate as members of an IEP team or other placement team
understand and implement the guidelines established by the State for participation in AA-AAAS
so that all students are appropriately assessed.

The KDE and regional special education cooperatives will continue to support each LEA through
guidance, training and coaching sessions which include:

o AA-AAAS eligibility requirements
e [EP development and implementation
e Instructing and assessing students participating in the AA-AAAS

More information about the trainings offered can be located on each regional special education
cooperatives webpage. More information on the KDE trainings and guidance available to support
districts in the implementation of the Kentucky Alternate Assessment Participation Guidelines
Documentation Form can be located on the Kentucky Alternate Assessment Participation Waiver

webpage.

In order to continually improve the monitoring and oversight process, the KDE developed a
Monitoring Manual for LEAs. The KDE also updated the AA-AAAS desk audit protocol and
drafted an updated Participation Guidelines for the Kentucky Alternate Assessment Review
Document to review appropriate identification and documentation of students eligible to
participate in the alternate assessment during the desk audit. The AA-AAAS desk audit protocol
includes a thorough analysis of the variety of sources of data, including:

e LEAs over 1.0% eligibility for AA-AAAS in 2020-2021 school year

e LEAsunder 1.0% eligibility for AA-AAAS in 2020-2021 school year

e LEAs assessing over 3.0% of students based on current and previous year AA-AAAS
data

e LEAs exceeding 1.0% AA-AAAS eligibility/participation in more than one subject over
multiple years

e LEAs with AA-AAAS participants not identified in disability categories indicative of a
cognitive disability

e LEA Justification Responses

e LEA Learner Characteristic Inventory (LCI) data for high functioning students on AA-
AAAS
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e Benchmark Report (includes achievement levels on statewide assessments for the
student’s entire school career)
e Statewide and LEA disproportionality ratios by subgroup

The KDE will continue to provide oversight to LEAs through the AA-AAAS participation desk
audits. The KDE will follow the monitoring process to review a sample of due process files from
the statewide student information system, known as Infinite Campus (IC), for students found
eligible to participate in the AA-AAAS. The sample of student due process files will be regularly
reviewed by the Division of IDEA Monitoring and Results (DIMR) team using the 2020-2021
IDEA Compliance Review Document and the Participation Guidelines for the Kentucky

Alternate Assessment Review Document. During the review, the KDE will monitor whether the
students met all eligibility criteria to participate in the AA-AAAS and will verify whether the
LEA correctly utilized the Kentucky Alternate Assessment Participation Guidelines
Documentation Form to document all IEP team decisions. The KDE issues a report of findings
(Attachment 12) to each LEA monitored.

The KDE plans to work with the regional special educational cooperatives during the 2021-2022
school year to calibrate the use of a revised Participation Guidelines Review Document to review
AA-AAAS participation eligibility.

The KDE will continue to partner with the University of Kentucky (UK) Human Development
Institute (HDI) to provide universal trainings to all LEAs. All teachers working with students
taking the AA-AAAS are required to complete the modules annually. LEA administrators and
KDE staff monitor and track the completion of trainings annually.

Evidence of Progress

Although students in Kentucky did not participate in state testing during the 2019-2020 school
year, the KDE reviewed AA-AAAS eligibility data to identify LEAs with more than 1.0% of
students eligible for the AA-AAAS during the 2020-2021 school year. Those LEAs were
required to submit a Justification Requirement Form to the KDE by January 31, 2020. A

summary of the Kentucky Alternate Assessment: District Justifications for Alternate Assessment
Participation (2020-2021 School Year Eligibility Data) is located on the KDE website.

The KDE provided district justification responses to the regional special education cooperatives
to review and follow up with the district. The responses indicated 31 districts who needed to be
contacted by the cooperatives to provide guidance and support.

For the 2020-2021 school year desk audit, each LEA completed a root cause analysis and CAP if
the KDE identified noncompliance. Common themes identified in the root cause analyses
included:

e aneed for additional training for staff on appropriate documentation,
e aneed for a district-level compliance monitoring system and
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e aneed for training on how to document and utilize the student’s present levels of
performance.

During the root cause analysis and CAP development, the LEA was provided technical
assistance from the KDE. LEAs were also provided support from regional special education
cooperatives. The KDE met with the regional special education cooperative consultants virtually
to discuss the 2020-2021 school year desk audit results and discuss the support needed from
LEAs.

(C) State will address any disproportionality in the percentage of students taking the alternate
assessment.

The KDE will continue to address any disproportionality in the percentage of students in any
subgroup taking the AA-AAAS through a variety of activities, including:

e calculating and analyzing AA-AAAS participation rates among subgroups at the state and
LEA levels;

e comparing subgroup data for multiple school years to identify any trends in subgroup
participation;

e calculating and analyzing statewide and LEA-level data using a disproportionality rate
comparison;

e reviewing LEA justifications to examine and identify LEA-level processes in place to
address disproportionality, specific support and guidance needed for LEAs and any
unusual patterns in the data;

e engaging with advisory groups to address disproportionality and to make certain only
students with the most significant cognitive disabilities are participating in the AA-
AAAS;

¢ maintaining and updating guidance and training resources on the KDE website;

e providing ongoing training on disproportionality;

¢ making assessment data publicly available;

e analyze state disproportionality data to identify the subgroups where disproportionality
needs to be addressed through the desk audit process;

e provide LEAs and regional special educational cooperatives with statewide and LEA-
level data based upon a rate comparison calculation to ensure LEAs can address any
disproportionality in the students participating in the AA-AAAS;

e analyze 2020-2021 school year AA-AAAS participation and eligibility data to address
disproportionality by subgroup through statewide data analysis, LEA data analysis, and
the monitoring process; and

e provide guidance and regional training specific to calculating and addressing
disproportionality at KDE meetings and trainings.





For the 2021-2022 school year AA-AAAS participation desk audit, the KDE will monitor the
percentage of students participating in the AA-AAAS through the following methods:

e Gather LEA data for current and previous school years for each subject of the AA-
AAAS.

e Analyze the data by subgroups.

e Monitor LEAs with high rates of disproportionality (threshold of above 2.0).

e Require justification from all LEAs that exceed the 1.0% cap.

e Provide professional development and technical assistance to LEAs with identified
disproportionality.

Evidence of Progress

Due to COVID-19, the KDE does not have 2019-2020 disproportionality data based on
assessment participation. The KDE reviewed disproportionality data from the 2020-2021 school
year preliminary assessment data and determined no subgroups exceed the 2.0 threshold in a
subject area, (see Attachment Six for statewide disproportionality data).

The KDE also conducted a desk audit during the 2020-2021 school year to identify any
disproportionate representation within AA-AAAS eligibility and participation, which included a
sample of due process files for students who were eligible for free or reduced lunch. All LEAs
with noncompliance identified through the desk audit were required to complete a CAP that
included correction of all noncompliance, training needs, monitoring process, compliance
validation through student due process folder comparison reviews, and determining and
addressing any disproportionate representation identified. All LEAs with systemic
noncompliance were also required to complete a root cause analysis.

Requirement Five 34 CFR §200.6(c)(4)

(v) If the State is requesting to extend a waiver for an additional year, the State is to meet the
requirements in paragraph (c)(4)(i) through (c)(4)(iv) and demonstrate substantial progress
toward the achievement of each component of the prior year’s plan and timeline, which was
required under Requirement 4(C).

The KDE has met all requirements of 34 CFR §200.6(c)(4)(i) through (c)(4)(iv) and provided
evidence demonstrating substantial progress and completion toward each component of the
2020-2021 Kentucky 1.0% Request to Extend Waiver for Reading, Mathematics and Science
plan and timeline. The 2021-2022 school year 1.0% Request to Extend Waiver, including action
steps and timeline, is included in Attachment Four. In addition, documentation of evidence can
be found in Appendix A. The KDE outlined the revisions to its plan and timeline to facilitate
continued progress in reducing the percentage of students participating in the AA-AAAS and
continuing progress toward meeting the 1.0% statewide goal set by the Every Student Succeeds
Act (ESSA).
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Appendix A: Documentation of Evidence

SECTION 1: INITIAL WAIVER REQUEST REQUIREMENTS

Requirement One — 34 CFR §200.6(c)(4)(i):

State Response

Supporting Evidence

Kentucky indicated the dates
of its upcoming AA-AAAS
testing window. The State
provided the opportunity for
public comment and
confirmed that the waiver
request was submitted 90
days prior to the beginning
of the testing window.

e Start date of first AA-AAAS testing window for 2021-
2022 school year: November 15, 2021 (or later)

e Date that is 90 days prior to the start date for the first
AA-AAAS testing window: November 15, 2021 (or
later)

e Attachment Seven: Documentation that defines
updated AA-AAAS testing windows for 2021-2022
school year

Documents related to the public comment period:

e Attachment Eight: KDE’s news release of the public

notice and comment period

Requirement Two (A) — 34 CFR §200.6(c)(4)(ii)(A):

State Response

Supporting Evidence

Kentucky provided detailed
preliminary data® on AA-
AAAS participation in 2020-
2021 school year for all
ESSA-required subgroups.

e Attachment One: Participation of Kentucky Students in
Statewide Assessment for 2020-2021 school year — By
Sub-Group

e Table One: school year 2020-2021 AA-AAAS
Participation by Subject

e Table Two: Estimated school year 2019-2020 and 2020-
2021 school year AA-AAAS Participation by Subject

Requirement Two (B) - 34 CFR §200.6(c)(4)(ii)(B):

data on overall assessment
participation rates for all
students and for students
with disabilities to confirm
that at least 95% of all

State Response Supporting Evidence
Kentucky provided detailed o ";aEe Six: 2020-2021 Overall Statewide, Assessed by
ubject

e KDE School Report Card 2020-2021 School Year —
Assessment and Performance Data (available
November 2021)

8 Preliminary data for school year 2020-2021 is the raw number of students participating in state assessments
provided by KDE assessment vendors. The preliminary data does not include state required review and validation at
state, LEA and school level that will impact final data for public reporting.
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students and at least 95% of
students with disabilities
participated in state
assessments for the 2020-
2021 school year.

Requirement Three (4) — 34 CEFR §200.6(c)(4)(iii)(A):

State Response

Supporting Evidence

Kentucky provided an
assurance that it has verified
that each LEA with more
than 1.0% participation in
the AA-AAAS followed the
State’s guidelines for
participation.

Attachment Two: Documentation that the KDE
requested each LEA over 1.0% AA-AAAS
participation to provide a written confirmation that its
IEP teams:

o Followed the State’s guidelines for participation

in the AA-AAAS;

Informed parents of students with the most
significant cognitive disabilities of the
implications of participation in the AA-AAAS;
and,

The LEA reported disproportionality in the
percentage of students in any subgroup taking
the AA-AAAS or that the LEA is currently
addressing or has plans to address any
disproportionality.

2021-2022 1.0% CAP on AA-AAAS Participation

LEA Assurance Form

2021-2020 1.0% CAP on AA-AAAS Participation

District Assurance Form Responses

2020-2021 LEA AA-AAAS Participation Justification

Requirement Form

2020-2021 LEA AA-AAAS Participation Justification

Summary

Requirement Three (B) — 34 CFR §200.6(c)(4)(iii)(B):

State Response

Supporting Evidence

Kentucky provided an
assurance that it has verified
that each Kentucky LEA
with more than 1.0%
participation in the AA-

Attachment Two: Documentation that the KDE
requested each LEA over 1.0% AA-AAAS
participation to provide written confirmation that (1) its
IEP teams followed the State’s guidelines for
participation in the AA-AAAS, (2) its IEP teams




https://www.ecfr.gov/cgi-bin/text-idx?SID=8344994f70d1bf5de1947e462e945037&mc=true&node=se34.1.200_16&rgn=div8

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLScjYTOgVOv1KnaGn2rCjAL23V7fga4p7m8BfTXxpZOu6WfCPA/viewform

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLScjYTOgVOv1KnaGn2rCjAL23V7fga4p7m8BfTXxpZOu6WfCPA/viewform

https://education.ky.gov/specialed/excep/instresources/Documents/2021-2022%20District%20AA-AAAS%20Participation%20Assurances.pdf

https://education.ky.gov/specialed/excep/instresources/Documents/2021-2022%20District%20AA-AAAS%20Participation%20Assurances.pdf

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSctILQ64luWBBjVYhmDI861MSwWS87zWqKCapq26kaujepVFg/viewform

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSctILQ64luWBBjVYhmDI861MSwWS87zWqKCapq26kaujepVFg/viewform

https://education.ky.gov/specialed/excep/instresources/Documents/2020-2021%20AA-AAAS%20Participation%20District%20Justification%20Summary.pdf

https://education.ky.gov/specialed/excep/instresources/Documents/2020-2021%20AA-AAAS%20Participation%20District%20Justification%20Summary.pdf

https://www.ecfr.gov/cgi-bin/text-idx?SID=8344994f70d1bf5de1947e462e945037&mc=true&node=se34.1.200_16&rgn=div8



State Response

Supporting Evidence

AAAS will address any
disproportionality in
participation in the AA-
AAAS.

informed parents of students with the most significant
cognitive disabilities of the implications of
participation in the AA-AAAS, and (3) the LEA has
addressed or has plans to address disproportionality in
the percentage of students in any subgroup taking the
AA-AAAS.

2021-2022 1.0% CAP on AA-AAAS Participation
LEA Assurance Form

2021-2020 1.0% CAP on AA-AAAS Participation
District Assurance Form Responses

2020-2021 LEA AA-AAAS Participation Justification
Requirement Form

2020-2021 LEA AA-AAAS Participation Justification
Summary

Public reporting of AA-AAAS participation by
subgroup is located in the School Report Card under
Academic Performance, Assessment and Performance,
State Assessments (Enrollment), Assessed vs. Not
Assessed

Public reporting of percent of LEAs with

disproportionate representation of racial and ethnic
groups in specific disability categories that is the result
of inappropriate identification.

Attachment Nine: Information on how
disproportionality is calculated by the State.
Discussion and input on ways to address
disproportionality in AA-AAAS participation:

o Attachment Three: List of trainings and
meetings where disproportionality was
discussed

See Requirement Four (B) and (C) in Waiver request
for documentation of state monitoring based on
disproportionality rate comparison.

Requirement Four (4) — 34 CFR §200.6(c)(4)(iv)(A):

State Response Supporting Evidence

Kentucky provided a plan e Kentucky 1% Request to Extend Waiver for Reading,
and timeline for improving Mathematics, and Science to be submitted by August




https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLScjYTOgVOv1KnaGn2rCjAL23V7fga4p7m8BfTXxpZOu6WfCPA/viewform

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLScjYTOgVOv1KnaGn2rCjAL23V7fga4p7m8BfTXxpZOu6WfCPA/viewform

https://education.ky.gov/specialed/excep/instresources/Documents/2021-2022%20District%20AA-AAAS%20Participation%20Assurances.pdf

https://education.ky.gov/specialed/excep/instresources/Documents/2021-2022%20District%20AA-AAAS%20Participation%20Assurances.pdf

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSctILQ64luWBBjVYhmDI861MSwWS87zWqKCapq26kaujepVFg/viewform

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSctILQ64luWBBjVYhmDI861MSwWS87zWqKCapq26kaujepVFg/viewform

https://education.ky.gov/specialed/excep/instresources/Documents/2020-2021%20AA-AAAS%20Participation%20District%20Justification%20Summary.pdf

https://education.ky.gov/specialed/excep/instresources/Documents/2020-2021%20AA-AAAS%20Participation%20District%20Justification%20Summary.pdf

https://www.kyschoolreportcard.com/home?year=2021

https://www.kyschoolreportcard.com/home?year=2021

https://www.kyschoolreportcard.com/home?year=2021

https://www.kyschoolreportcard.com/home?year=2021

https://www.kyschoolreportcard.com/home?year=2021

https://education.ky.gov/specialed/excep/IDEA/Pages/Public-Reporting-of-IDEA-B-Data.aspx

https://education.ky.gov/specialed/excep/IDEA/Pages/Public-Reporting-of-IDEA-B-Data.aspx

https://education.ky.gov/specialed/excep/IDEA/Pages/Public-Reporting-of-IDEA-B-Data.aspx

https://education.ky.gov/specialed/excep/IDEA/Pages/Public-Reporting-of-IDEA-B-Data.aspx

https://www.ecfr.gov/cgi-bin/text-idx?SID=8344994f70d1bf5de1947e462e945037&mc=true&node=se34.1.200_16&rgn=div8



State Response

Supporting Evidence

1ts alternative assessment
guidelines.

17, 2021 includes an outline of the steps the State took
to improve implementation of its participation
guidelines

Attachment Four: 2021-2022 Waiver Initiatives
Timeline Draft

Attachment 10: Universal training module outline — A
series of six universal training modules are required for
all IEP team members and are located on the UK HDI
Learning Management System (LMS). The purposes of
these training modules were to implement the
requirements set forth in the ESSA and to support
LEAs in the implementation of the Kentucky Alternate
Assessment Participation Guidelines Documentation
form

Kentucky 1.0% Waiver information, guidance, training
and other resources are available on the new Kentucky
Alternate Assessment Participation Waiver page of the
KDE website

Parent Guide: Kentucky Alternate Assessment
Attachment 11: Parent info sheet (draft) — to be used in
an [EP team meeting discussing state assessment
participation

Attachment Five: 2020-2021 Waiver Initiatives
Timeline

Requirement Four (B) — 34 CFR §200.6(c)(4)(iv)(B):

State Response

Supporting Evidence

Kentucky provided a plan
and timeline for additional
steps it is has taken to
support and provide
appropriate oversight of
Kentucky LEAs expected
to assess more than 1.0%
on the AA-AAAS.

Requirement Three and Requirement Four of the
Kentucky 1.0% Waiver to be submitted by August 17,
2021 that includes an outline of the State’s steps to
support and provide appropriate oversight to each LEA
that the State anticipates will assess more than 1.0% with
the AA-AAAS

See Examples of Evidence in Requirement Four (A) —34
CFR §200.6(c)(4)(iv)(A) above

Attachment Four: 2021-2022 Waiver Timeline Draft
2020-2021 LEA AA-AAAS Participation Justification
Summary — The KDE reviewed and analyzed responses
and feedback from LEAs to determine LEA-specific
training and supports needed

Monitoring Manual

Requirement Four (C) — 34 CFR §200.6(c)(4)(iv)(C):




https://www.hdilearning.org/course-catalog/?woo_category=432

https://www.hdilearning.org/course-catalog/?woo_category=432

https://education.ky.gov/specialed/excep/instresources/Documents/KY_Alternate_Assessment_Participation_Guidelines_Documentation_Form.pdf

https://education.ky.gov/specialed/excep/instresources/Documents/KY_Alternate_Assessment_Participation_Guidelines_Documentation_Form.pdf

https://education.ky.gov/specialed/excep/instresources/Documents/KY_Alternate_Assessment_Participation_Guidelines_Documentation_Form.pdf

https://education.ky.gov/specialed/excep/instresources/Pages/Kentucky-Alternate-Assessment-Participation-Waiver-.aspx

https://education.ky.gov/specialed/excep/instresources/Pages/Kentucky-Alternate-Assessment-Participation-Waiver-.aspx

https://education.ky.gov/specialed/excep/instresources/Documents/Parent_Guide_to_Alternate_K-Prep.pdf

https://www.ecfr.gov/cgi-bin/text-idx?SID=8344994f70d1bf5de1947e462e945037&mc=true&node=se34.1.200_16&rgn=div8

https://education.ky.gov/specialed/excep/instresources/Documents/2020-2021%20AA-AAAS%20Participation%20District%20Justification%20Summary.pdf

https://education.ky.gov/specialed/excep/instresources/Documents/2020-2021%20AA-AAAS%20Participation%20District%20Justification%20Summary.pdf

https://education.ky.gov/specialed/excep/forms/Documents/IDEAMonManDstrctEdtn.pdf

https://www.ecfr.gov/cgi-bin/text-idx?SID=8344994f70d1bf5de1947e462e945037&mc=true&node=se34.1.200_16&rgn=div8



State Response

Supporting Evidence

Kentucky provided a
plan and timeline for
addressing any
disproportionality.

See Examples of Evidence in Requirement Three (B) —34
CFR §200.6(c)(4)(1i1)(B) above

Requirement Four (C) of the Kentucky 1% Waiver
submitted by August 17, 20221 includes an outline of the
steps the State took to address any disproportionality in the
percentage of students taking the AA-AAAS

Attachment Three: List of trainings and meetings where
disproportionality discussed

Attachment Six: 2020-2021 — Statewide Disproportionality
of Students Participating in AA-AAAS

Public reporting of AA-AAAS participation by subgroup is
located in the School Report Card under Academic
Performance, Assessment and Performance, State
Assessments (Enrollment), Assessed vs. Not Assessed
table

Attachment 12: AA-AAAS Participation Desk Audit
Report template —Template of the Report the KDE
provided to LEAs which were monitored through the AA-
AAAS participation state monitoring process




https://www.kyschoolreportcard.com/home?year=2021

https://www.kyschoolreportcard.com/home?year=2021

https://www.kyschoolreportcard.com/home?year=2021

https://www.kyschoolreportcard.com/home?year=2021

https://www.kyschoolreportcard.com/home?year=2021



SECTION Two: WAIVER CONTINUATION REQUESTS

Requirements 1, 2(A), 2(B), 3(4), 3(B), 4(A), 4(B), 4(C) [see SECTION 1] — Meet the
requirements in paragraph (c)(4)(i) through (c)(4)(iv).

State Response

Supporting Evidence

The State showed that it
met each of the four
requirements for waiver
approval.

e Kentucky continues to meet requirements for requesting a
waiver as documented in the Kentucky 1% Waiver to be
submitted by August 17, 2021

e Section One of the 2020-2021 Kentucky Waiver
Requirements Evidence Table above documents
completion of Requirements 1, 2(A), 2(B), 3(A), 3(B),
4(A), 4(B), 4(C)

e Table Two - Documentation of changes in participation
rates in AA-AAAS in each subject area

e Attachment One: Participation of Kentucky Students in

Statewide Assessment for 2020-2021 school year by
subgroup

e Table One: Participation of Kentucky Students in
Statewide Assessment for 2020-2021 school year

Requirement Five — 34 CFR §200.6(c)(4)(»):

State Response

Supporting Evidence

The State showed that it
made progress toward its
prior year’s plan and
timeline.

Evidence to support this requirement includes:

e Kentucky documented completion and progress of each
component of the prior year’s plan and timeline as
evidence of progress in the waiver to be submitted by
August 17, 2021

e Table Three and Table Four: Overall Statewide Yearly
Trend in Participation and Eligibility in the Kentucky AA-
AAAS

o LEA AA-AAAS Participation: Documentation of LEAs
exceeding 1.0% participation (Appendix A)




https://www.ecfr.gov/cgi-bin/text-idx?SID=8344994f70d1bf5de1947e462e945037&mc=true&node=se34.1.200_16&rgn=div8

https://education.ky.gov/specialed/excep/instresources/Documents/2020-2021%20AA-AAAS%20Participation%20District%20Justification%20Summary.pdf

https://education.ky.gov/specialed/excep/instresources/Documents/2020-2021%20AA-AAAS%20Participation%20District%20Justification%20Summary.pdf



		WAIVER REQUEST PURSUANT TO 34 CFR. §200.6(c)(4)

		August 2, 2021 through August 13, 2021

		ESSA section 1111(b)(2)(D) and 34 CFR §200.6(c) and (d)

		Submission to United States Department of Education

		August 17, 2021

		Kentucky’s statewide assessment – the Kentucky Performance Rating for Educational Progress (K-PREP) first of two assessment windows for the AA-AAAS for students with significant cognitive disabilities is scheduled to begin on November 15, 2021 or later.

		Evidence of Progress

		Requirement Two –34 CFR §200.6(c)(4) State Level Data

		(ii): Provide state-level data, from the current or previous year, to show:

		(A) the number and percent in each subgroup who took the AA-AAAS in the subject area;





July 28, 2021
Public comment sought on proposed alternate assessment participation waiver

(FRANKFORT, KY) — The Kentucky Department of Education (KDE) is seeking public
comment on a request to the U.S. Department of Education (USED) to extend the waiver
related to the number of students participating in the alternate assessment aligned with
alternate academic achievement standards (AA-AAAS).

The AA-AAAS is aligned with alternate academic achievement standards on the annual
statewide Kentucky Summative Assessment, formerly known as the Kentucky Performance
Rating for Educational Progress (K-PREP) test.

The Elementary and Secondary Education Act of 1965 (ESEA) - as amended by the Every
Student Succeeds Act (ESSA), Section 1111(b)(2)(D) and its corresponding regulation 34 CFR
200.6(c) and (d) - contains requirements for students with the most significant cognitive
disabilities to participate in statewide testing through the use of AA-AAAS.

According to federal law, no more than 1.0% of the total number of students participating in a
statewide assessment such as the Kentucky Summative Assessment may take the alternate
assessment in each subject area tested.

Data from the 2020-2021 school year shows that slightly more than 1.0% of Kentucky’s
students participated in AA-AAAS. Under 34 C.F.R. §200.6(c)(4), if a state anticipates it will
exceed the cap for any subject for which assessments are administered in a school year, the
state may request that the U.S. secretary of education waive the cap for the relevant subject for
one year. KDE plans to submit a request to extend the waiver to USED in reading, mathematics
and science.

To receive an extended waiver, KDE must:
e Gather data on the characteristics of students participating in the AA-AAAS;

e Determine whether only those students who have significant cognitive disabilities are
participating;

e Monitor alternate assessment data and request justification from all districts exceeding
1% participation in any subject; and

e Address any disproportionality in the percentage of students taking the alternate
assessment.

As outlined in the 2020-2021 Kentucky’s 1.0% Waiver Request for Reading, Mathematics and
Science, the KDE Office of Special Education and Early Leaming (OSEEL), regional special
education cooperatives and school districts have worked collaboratively to develop and
implement guidance, training and monitoring to ensure only the students with the most significant
cognitive disabilities are participating in the AA-AAAS. The proposed waiver details the progress
made in 2020-2021 and the 2021-2022 school year plan.

The proposed waiver is available on KDE’s website. General information on Kentucky’s AA-
AAAS is available on KDE’s Alternate K-Prep webpage.

The public comment period will be July 28, 2021 through August 11, 2021. The public may
send written comments on the proposed waiver to Sylvia Starkey, Director, Division of IDEA
Monitoring and Results, Office of Special Education and Early Learning, Kentucky
Department of Education, 300 Sower Blvd., Fourth Floor, Frankfort, KY 40601. Comments




https://1.next.westlaw.com/Link/Document/FullText?findType=L&amp;pubNum=1000547&amp;cite=34CFRS200.2&amp;originatingDoc=NA3530230BD6D11E6AE80FBA6CA5908DD&amp;refType=VB&amp;originationContext=document&amp;transitionType=DocumentItem&amp;contextData=(sc.UserEnteredCitation)&amp;co_pp_7b9b000044381


https://education.ky.gov/AA/Assessments/kprep/Pages/Alternate-K-PREP.aspx





also may be submitted by email to Sylvia.Starkey@education.ky.gov, by telephone at (502)
564-4970 or by fax at (502) 564-4124.





mailto:Sylvia.Starkey@education.ky.gov





			Public comment sought on proposed alternate assessment participation waiver













Alternate Assessment
Training Modules








Participation for Alternate
Assessment (P4AA) Plan

Statewide Online Training Modules
Administrator track
Educator track
Annual Review Module (2021)

Regional Cooperative Trainings

Admissions and Release Committee (ARC)
simulation with student case scenarios

Professional learning around students with
significant cognitive disabilities

Differentiated learning and inclusion





https://www.hdilearning.org/course-catalog/?woo_category=432





®)

P4AA Project Module Training
Outline

Statewide Online Training Modules

Administrator track (director of special
education (DoSE), school administrators)
-completed only once

Modules 1, 2,4, &5

ARC chairpersons - Module 2

Educator track (special education teachers, related
service providers) - completed only once
Modules 3 & 4

Annual Review Module (DoSE, school

administrators, ARC chairpersons, special
education teachers, related service providers) -
Completed Annually





Presenter


Presentation Notes


All training modules related to alternate assessment participation are provided through the University of Kentucky Human Development Institute webpage on the Learning Management System. A required certificate of completion is provided after completing the module post-quiz. Please keep the certificates for your records to be made available as needed.

Once the ARC members have completed the required modules (based on the outline attached) and have obtained their certificate, they do not need to take Modules 1, 2, 3, 4, and 5 again each year. 

Any new DoSE, new ARC Chairpersons, new special education teachers and related service providers (who have students eligible for the alternate assessment or who will be discussing alternate assessment participation), who have not previously completed the modules, are required to complete the original modules 1-5 as outlined in the attachment.








®)

Example

Our
Commonwealth

John - special education teacher - completed all
required modules (3 and 4) in February 2021.

John does not need to complete the original
modules (3 and 4) annually.

John completed the original modules required.

John will need to complete the new Annual Review
Guidance for Alternate Assessment Participation
module next year.

The purpose of the Annual Review Guidance for
Alternate Assessment Participation module is to be an
annual refresher course on understanding and
iImplementing the participation guidelines each year.
KDE will update with new information as needed.





Presenter


Presentation Notes



There is no set time limit on taking and completing the modules. For example, if a new ARC Chairperson completed module 2 on June 3, 2019, they do not need to take the annual review module until next year. Districts may set up their own timeline or required date of completion. 

The state does not require a specific “date” of completion (there was a date the first year they were released). The module completions are used for keeping staff up to date on the information and for documenting evidence of training for the waiver requirements. 









Participation for Alternate Assessment (P4AA)

Project Module Training Outline

Administrator Track

* Focuses on:

 How my LEA fits into the
bigger picture. (Modules 1
and 5)

 How my LEA stays
compliant with state
expectations. (Modules 2 and
4)

Educator Track

 Focuses on:
 How what | see and

collect in the classroom
informs how my student
participates in KY
assessments. (Module 3)

How what | see and
collect in the classroom
informs the completion of
the LCI (Module 4)

Annual Review for ARC
Members Module (Updated)*

» Refresher module focuses on:

« How to complete the
participation guidelines.

 How what | see and collect
In the classroom informs
how my student participate
In KY assessments.

« How what | see and collect
in the classroom informs the
completion of the LCI







Learning Management System: Modules Training Outline

Module 1

The KY 1% Alternate
Assessment Waiver

Change in reporting
requirement

Communicating w/
district staff

Module 2

Completing the

Participation
Guidelines

Defining a
significant cognitive
disability

How students
participate in KY
assessments

Accommodation vs.
modification

How to use the
Participation
Guidelines for
determination

Module 3

Preparing for ARC -

Participation
Guidelines

Defining a
significant cognitive
disability

How students
participate in KY
assessments

Accommodation vs.
modification

How to prepare to
answer the
Participation
Guidelines’ 4
criterion

Module 4

Completing the
Learner

Characteristics
Inventory

Purpose & use
Guidance on

answering each
question

Module 5

Understand Your
LEAs Alternate

Assessment
Population in

Relation to the Cap

Data sources that
could be used

LEA comparisons

Red flags to explore








Learning Management System: P4AA 1% Training Modules

Each DoSE in the state must successfully complete

(modules in green):
Module 1 Module 2 Module 3 Module 4 Module 5

Preparing for ARC -

Participation
Guidelines

Defining a
significant cognitive
disability

How students
participate in KY
assessments

Accommodation vs.
modification

*Keep Certificates of
How to prepare to Completion for your

answer the
Participation records

Guidelines’ 4
criterion








Learning Management System: P4AA 1% Training Modules

Each ARC chairperson in the state must successfully complete (all modules in yellow):

Module 1

The KY 1% Alternate
Assessment Waiver

* Change in reporting
requirement

 Communicating w/
district staff

Module 2
Completing the

Participation
Guidelines

Defining a
significant cognitive
disability

How students
participate in KY

Module 3

Preparing for ARC -

Participation
Guidelines

Defining a
significant cognitive
disability

How students
participate in KY
assessments

Accommodation vs.
modification

How to prepare to
answer the
Participation
Guidelines’ 4
criterion

Module 5

Module 4

Completing the
Learner

Characteristics
Inventory

Understand Your
LEAs Alternate
Assessment

Population in
Relation to the Cap

Purpose & use
e Data sources that

Guidance on could be used
answering each

question * LEA comparisons

* Red flags to explore

Must complete prior to
chairing an ARC
*Keep Certificates of

Completion for your records







Learning Management System: P4AA 1% Training Modules

Each Special Education Teacher in the state must successfully complete (all modules in purple):

Module 1 Module 2 Module 3 Module 4 Module 5

The KY 1% Alternate Jill ~ Completing the

Assessment Waiver BRI b
Guidelines

Understand Your
LEAs Alternate
Assessment

Population in
Relation to the Cap

Change in reporting

requirement Defining a
significant cognitive

Data sources that

could be used

Communicating w/ disability

district staff
How students

participate in KY
assessments

LEA comparisons

_ Red flags to explore
Accommodation vs.

modification

How to use the
Participation
Guidelines for
determination

*Keep Certificates of
Completion for your records








Learning Management System:
Annual Review for ARC Members Module

Preparing and completing - Participation
Guidelines

Defining a significant cognitive disability

Updated Annually

How students participate in KY assessments

Refresher module for all ARC
members who have

e Accommodation vs. modification

completed all required . Hoyv tc'> UEREE to EIRSHEL the Participation
. o o Guidelines’ 4 criterion
modules in Administrator
Track or Educator Track « How to use the Participation Guidelines for
(slide 1) determination

*Keep Certificates of
Completion for your records







For More Information

» Please Contact:
Tania M. Sharp
Exceptional Children Consultant
Division of IDEA Monitoring & Results
Office of Special Education & Early Learning
(502) 564-4970, ext. 4124
Email: tania.sharp@education.ky.gov





mailto:tania.sharp@education.ky.gov
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The Kentucky Alternate K-PREP (state assessment)

WHO
In general, alternate assessment participants are those students with the most significant cognitive
disabilities who are unable to participate in regular assessments even with accommodations.

WHAT
The Alternate K-PREP measures what students know and is aligned with the Kentucky
Academic Standards for each subject.

Alternate Assessment has two major components:

1.  Attainment Tasks measure the student’s performance on completing specific
tasks/activities.
Reading - Grades 3-8 & 10

Mathematics - Grades 3-8 & 10
Science - Grades 4, 7 & 11
Social Studies - Grades 5, 8, & 11
Writing - Grades 5, 8 & 11

2. Transition Attainment Record (TAR) rates student performance on academic skills
needed for transition after high school. The TAR is for students who are in grade 11 or higher.

WHEN
Students are tested during two 6-week periods within the school year.

The student's Admissions and Release Committee (ARC)/Individual Education Program (IEP)
team reviews assessment participation decisions annually.

HOW
The Alternate K-PREP simplifies and adapts what is tested and allows for different ways of
participating.

A trained educator, familiar with the student and his/her needs, administer the test to the
student. The trained educator reads each test item aloud and presents three picture-based
response options. The student chooses one of the picture options to answer the test item. Tests
are paper based.

WHY
To give students an opportunity to demonstrate knowledge in academic content areas. The
assessment helps the ARC measure what students have learned and how to best support the
student’s learning in the future.








Comparison of Regular K-PREP and the Alternate K-PREP

All students enrolled in grades three through eight | Only students with the most significant

and grades 10 and 11 must take the K-PREP unless | cognitive disabilities, in grades three through
they participate in the Alternate K-PREP. eight, and grades 10 and 11, who meet all
participation criteria listed in the Participation
Guidelines may participate.

Student IEPs can include extended time as an Students complete one content area per day
accommodation. without a time limit.

Includes four multiple-choice options which Includes three multiple choice options with
cannot be modified (no pictures). pictures.

Contains short answers, open responses and on- | Includes only multiple-choice items with
demand writing. picture response options. No short answers,

open responses or on demand writing.

Test contains short and long passage text. Test contains simplified language of same
grade-level content.

Frequently Asked Question

QUESTION: What accommodations can my child receive on both the K-PREP and the
Alternate K-PREP?

ANSWER: State-approved accommodations (based on individual student needs and abilities)
include but are not limited to: Reader or Scripted Assessment, Scribe, Calculator,
Manipulatives, Paraphrasing or Simplified Language, Bilingual or English Dictionaries, Oral
Native Language Support, Extended Time, Use of Technology, Reinforcement and Behavior
Modification Strategies and Interpreter for Students with Deafness or Hearing Impairment

QUESTION: Can my child receive a regular high school diploma if he/she participates in the
Alternate K-Prep?

ANSWER: The ARC must determine if a student’s demonstrated cognitive ability and adaptive
behavior prevents completion of the general education course of study (including the minimum
graduation requirements) even with program modifications and/or accommodations. The ARC
using a variety of data and information such as the Participation Guidelines for the Alternate
Assessment, psycho-educational integrated report, the Learner Characteristics Inventory (LCI),
student work, student observations and any other relevant information makes this
determination. If this is the case, the ARC must determine the student would not be able to
complete the general education course of study to earn a regular high school diploma and would
therefore complete an alternate course of study to receive an Alternative High School Diploma
as stated in Kentucky Regulations 704 KAR 3:305 (section 10).

MORE INFORMATION: Information on graduation requirements can be found on the
Minimum High School Graduation Requirements page of the KDE website. Information on the
Course of Study Leading to the Alternative Diploma can be found on the Alternate K-PREP
Training and Instructional Resources page of the KDE website.





https://apps.legislature.ky.gov/law/kar/704/003/305.pdf


https://education.ky.gov/curriculum/hsgradreq/Pages/default.aspx


https://education.ky.gov/specialed/excep/instresources/Documents/CrsofStudytoAltHSDip.pdf


https://education.ky.gov/specialed/excep/instresources/Pages/Alternate-K-PREP-Training-and-Instructional-Resources.aspx


https://education.ky.gov/specialed/excep/instresources/Pages/Alternate-K-PREP-Training-and-Instructional-Resources.aspx
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Alternate Assessment Participation Monitoring Final Report
School District
Preliminary Report Issued: May 24, 2021

General Information

Type of Report: Off-site Monitoring
Area(s) Reviewed: Alternate Assessment Participation
Data Collection Time Frame: 2020-2021 School Year
Individual Education Plan
Data Sources: Alternate Assessment Participation Guidelines

Student Due Process Files
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ALTERNATE ASSESSMENT PARTICIPATION AS A MONITORING AREA

The Kentucky Department of Education (KDE), Office of Special Education and Early Learning
(OSEEL), and the Division of IDEA Monitoring and Results (DIMR) are required to review the
decisions of Admissions and Release Committees (ARCs) regarding alternate assessment
participation, and determine whether these decisions are consistent with the Individuals with
Disabilities Education Act (IDEA) and federal and state regulations [34 CFR § 300.320(a)(6)(ii)
and 707 KAR 1:320 (Section 5)].

In making decisions regarding participation, districts are required to follow the Guidance for
Admissions and Release Committees (ARCs) on Participation Decisions for the Kentucky
Alternate Assessment to ensure that students meet all eligibility criteria for participating in the
alternate assessment, and to use the Kentucky Alternate Assessment Participation Guidelines
Documentation Form to document all ARC decisions.

The focus of the present desk review was to determine whether students were appropriately
identified as meeting all eligibility criteria to participate in the alternate assessment and the ARC
decisions were appropriately documented.

Although students in Kentucky did not participate in state testing during the 2019-2020 school
year, the KDE is still required to monitor alternate assessment participation. This year, the KDE
is reviewing eligibility for alternate assessment data as well as past alternate assessment
participation data.




https://www.govinfo.gov/content/pkg/CFR-2018-title1-vol1/xml/CFR-2018-title1-vol1.xml


https://apps.legislature.ky.gov/law/kar/707/001/320.pdf


https://education.ky.gov/specialed/excep/instresources/Documents/Guidance_for_ARCs_on_Participation_Decisions_for_the_Kentucky_Alternate_Assessment.pdf


https://education.ky.gov/specialed/excep/instresources/Documents/Guidance_for_ARCs_on_Participation_Decisions_for_the_Kentucky_Alternate_Assessment.pdf


https://education.ky.gov/specialed/excep/instresources/Documents/Guidance_for_ARCs_on_Participation_Decisions_for_the_Kentucky_Alternate_Assessment.pdf


https://education.ky.gov/specialed/excep/forms/Documents/Alternate_Assessment_Participation_Guidelines_Record_Review_Document.pdf


https://education.ky.gov/specialed/excep/forms/Documents/Alternate_Assessment_Participation_Guidelines_Record_Review_Document.pdf





OFF-SITE MONITORING METHODOLOGY

All districts were subject to a data review. If a district was found to meet one or more of the
criteria below, the DIMR performed further monitoring by reviewing a sample of student due
process files. The criteria for determining whether a district required additional monitoring
included:

a. The district exceeded 1.0% students eligible to participate in the alternate
assessment in at least one subject area based on 2019-2020 Individual Education
Program (IEP) data.

b. The district identified students as eligible who showed characteristics not typical
of students with the most significant cognitive disabilities, based on the Learner
Characteristics Inventory.

c. The district has shown an increase in alternate assessment participation over
multiple years.

d. The district has exceeded 1.0% of students participating in alternate assessment
over multiple years.

As such, the DIMR requested each district identified provide a sample of due process records
from the Infinite Campus (IC) statewide information system for students found eligible to
participate in the alternate assessment. All student due process records were reviewed by the
DIMR team using the 2020-2021 IDEA Compliance Review document and the Participation
Guidelines for the Kentucky Alternate Assessment Record Review document.

During the review, the DIMR monitored whether the students had been appropriately identified
as meeting all eligibility criteria to participate in the alternate assessment, and verified whether
the district correctly utilized the Kentucky Alternate Assessment Participation Guidelines
Documentation Form to document all ARC decisions, per 707 KAR 1:320, Section 5 (11).

Even though alternate assessment participation is the focus of this report, the team may have
noted additional concerns identified when reviewing the individual student due process records.
Under its general supervision responsibility, the KDE is required to cite districts for any
additional IDEA noncompliance identified during the course of monitoring.

COMPLIANCE CONCERNS PER INDIVIDAUAL RECORD REVIEWS

This section contains student-specific feedback based on the review of the student due process
records completed by the DIMR review team. The district must submit documentation to verify
that all finings of noncompliance have been appropriately corrected.

Only items which did not meet compliance standards are included below. Items listed in
Appendix A which were not included below were found to be compliant during the review.




https://education.ky.gov/specialed/excep/forms/Documents/Compliance_Record_Review_2020-2021.pdf


https://education.ky.gov/specialed/excep/instresources/Documents/2018%20Alternate%20Assessment%20Participation%20Guidelines%20Record%20Review%20Document.pdf


https://education.ky.gov/specialed/excep/instresources/Documents/2018%20Alternate%20Assessment%20Participation%20Guidelines%20Record%20Review%20Document.pdf


https://apps.legislature.ky.gov/law/kar/707/001/320.pdf





STUDENT #1 FINDINGS:

STUDENT #1 REQUIRED CORRECTIVE ACTION:

STUDENT #2 FINDINGS:

STUDENT #2 REQUIRED CORRECTIVE ACTION:

SUMMARY OF THE FINDINGS AND DISTRICT COMPLIANCE STATUS

Table 1 indicates the compliance rate for alternate assessment participation based on the desk

review conducted by the DIMR team.

Compliance Rate 2020-2021 School Year

Corrective Action Required

%

Based on the information above:

Assessment Participation.

Participation.

The School District is/is not cited for student specific violations related to Alternate

The School District is/is not cited for systemic violations related to Alternate Assessment








CORRECTIVE ACTION PLAN REQUIREMENTS

Language from 707 KAR 1:380, Section 1 District Impact
(3). (4). (5), (6) and (7)
Desk reviews may include: This language empowers the KDE to
a. Review of individual children’s conduct on-site visits to Kentucky school
records, including records of children districts.
served by private or state-operated
schools;
b. Interviews with staff;
c. A survey of parents;
d. Visits in schools and classrooms; and
e. Other activities, including review of
financial records.
Following an off-site or on-site review, the The KDE will issue a preliminary
KDE shall issue a written report. monitoring report following the on-site visit.

Deficiencies specified in the report shall be the | The date the district receives the

basis for the LEA to develop a corrective action | preliminary report is the beginning of the
plan (CAP) for review and approval by the one-year correction timeline discussed
KDE. below.

Prior to the development of the CAP, the LEA | The district will be given two calendar weeks
shall have the opportunity to submit additional | from the receipt of the preliminary report to
information to verify or clarify issues related to | submit any additional information to verify
the report. Each CAP shall be monitored and or clarify issues related to the report.

forced by the KDE. . i i
ILDERNETIERD Loy UL Neither federal nor state regulations include

provisions to allow an “appeal” of a
monitoring report. The KDE will consider
any additional information provided by the
district.

A final report will be issued following the
KDE’s review of any additional information
submitted by the district.





https://apps.legislature.ky.gov/law/kar/707/001/380.pdf


https://apps.legislature.ky.gov/law/kar/707/001/380.pdf





Language from 707 KAR 1:380, Section 1
(3). (4). (5), (6) and (7)

District Impact

A CAP shall be submitted to the KDE no later
than 30 business days after the LEA receives
the [preliminary] report of noncompliance.

OSEP Memorandum 09-02 specifies the one-
year timeframe for correction of
noncompliance begins on the date the district
is notified in writing of the findings of
noncompliance.

This means delivery of the preliminary
report is the start date for the CAP
timeline, not the date the final report is
issued.

Technical assistance to address any
identified systemic issues will be offered to
the district through the DIMR and the

regional special education cooperative.

The district will be contacted within two
weeks after the report is issued to discuss
options to assist the district.

The CAP shall include:
a. A statement of the matter to be
corrected; and
b. The steps the LEA shall take to
correct the problem and
document compliance.

The district will be provided a template for
developing and submitting the CAP.

Within 30 business days of receiving the CAP,
the KDE shall notify the LEA of the status of
the CAP. If the KDE rejects the CAP, the LEA
shall have 15 business days to submit a new
CAP.

Staff from the DIMR will review the
contents of the CAP and inform the district if]
the CAP is approvable. If the CAP is
rejected, the district shall be given 15
business days to submit a new CAP.

Note: Business day is defined in 707 KAR
1:002, Section 1 (6) to mean Monday
through Friday except for federal and state
holidays.

Technical assistance from the DIMR will be
provided to help ensure the first CAP
submitted by the district will be in
approvable form.





https://apps.legislature.ky.gov/law/kar/707/001/380.pdf


https://apps.legislature.ky.gov/law/kar/707/001/380.pdf


https://www2.ed.gov/policy/speced/guid/idea/memosdcltrs/osep09-02timelycorrectionmemo.pdf


https://apps.legislature.ky.gov/law/kar/707/001/002.pdf


https://apps.legislature.ky.gov/law/kar/707/001/002.pdf


https://apps.legislature.ky.gov/law/kar/707/001/002.pdf


https://apps.legislature.ky.gov/law/kar/707/001/002.pdf





Language from 707 KAR 1:380, Section 1

(3), (4). (5). (6) and (7)

District Impact

Any CAP approved by the KDE shall be
monitored and shall be an official document
requiring the LEA to meet the specified
activities. The KDE shall not initiate further
sanctions during the time period specified in
the CAP unless requested by the LEA.

CAP implementation requirements and
recommendations are discussed in the next
section below.

Any noncompliance verified by monitoring
shall be corrected within 12 months from the
date of the notification to the LEA of the
noncompliance.

This timeline is established in both federal
and state regulations. OSEP Memorandum

09-02 states, “...noncompliance must be
corrected as soon as possible but in no
case more than one year from
identification (e.g., the date on which the
State provided written notification to the
LEA or EIS program of the noncompliance.”





https://apps.legislature.ky.gov/law/kar/707/001/380.pdf


https://apps.legislature.ky.gov/law/kar/707/001/380.pdf


https://www2.ed.gov/policy/speced/guid/idea/memosdcltrs/osep09-02timelycorrectionmemo.pdf


https://www2.ed.gov/policy/speced/guid/idea/memosdcltrs/osep09-02timelycorrectionmemo.pdf





ADDITIONAL CAP INFORMATION

The following items should help the district understand the process of CAP development,
implementation, and closure.

1. Within two business days after the monitoring report has been issued, the DIMR CAP lead,
either by telephone, or email will make an initial contact with the DoSE to walk them
through the process and answer general questions about the report or CAP process.

2. As part of the CAP process, the district must first conduct a root cause analysis to discover
the source of the systemic problem areas or issues so that appropriate corrective action
activities can be developed to assist the district into achieving systemic compliance. Staff
from the special education cooperative will be available to assist the district.

3. To meet the one calendar year timeline for correction, the provision of technical assistance to
staff cannot wait until summer or scheduled professional development days.

4. All training activities must be KDE approved.

5. The expectation of the KDE is that all technical assistance including training must be
provided to staff prior to convening ARC meetings to correct student-specific and systemic
findings of noncompliance.

6. Before the CAP can be closed, all corrections of student-specific findings of noncompliance
must be corrected and all comparison records submitted must be in compliance in the
previously determined areas of need. If all comparison records are not in compliance, they
must be corrected, and additional comparison records must be submitted. This process will
continue all until all records reviewed are in compliance. The CAP cannot be closed until
100% of comparison records reviewed are in compliance.

7. The CAP template document the district will receive is designed to include quarterly updates
to assist the district and the CAP lead in correction of all noncompliance within the
established one calendar year timeline.







COMPLIANCE RECORD REVIEW ITEMS EXAMINED

Item
Number

Compliance Requirement

Regulatory
Requirement

43a.

Statement of decisions and reasons for meeting the
requirements for Alternate Assessment Program

Note: As reflected in the Participation Guidelines
Documentation, to participate a student must meet all
four participation criterion.

If the ARC determines that the child meets the criteria
for participation in the alternate assessment program as
provided in 703 KAR 5:070, it shall provide a statement
of its decision and the reasons for the decision.

703 KAR 5:070

707 KAR 1:320 Section 5

(11)

Item 1: The ARC documented the student is eligible for
special education services.

707 KAR 1:310

Item 2: The ARC documented, using current and
longitudinal data, that the student’s demonstrated
cognitive functioning and adaptive behavior in all
settings are significantly below age expectations, even
with program modifications.

34 CFR § 200.6 (d)(1)

Item 3: The ARC documented that the student requires
extensive, individual direct instruction across multiple
settings. Documentation also reflects that the student
requires intensive accommodations, modifications and
assistive technology to access and make progress on the
Kentucky Academic Standards (KAS), and to maintain
and generalize learning.

34 CFR § 200.6 (d)(1)(ii) and

111

Item 4: The ARC documented that the decision for the
student to participate in the alternate assessment is not
primarily the result of any exclusionary factors.

34 CFR § 200.6 (d)

Item C: The ARC documented that the student meets all
criteria for participation in the alternate assessment,
provided a statement of its decision and the reasons for
the decision and all referenced data sources can be
verified with supporting documentation.

707 KAR 1:320. Section 5

(11)

43b.

If the student meets requirements to participate in the
alternate assessment aligned with alternate academic
achievement standards (AA-AAAS), student’s current

703 KAR 5:070





https://apps.legislature.ky.gov/law/kar/703/005/070.pdf


https://apps.legislature.ky.gov/law/kar/707/001/320.pdf


https://apps.legislature.ky.gov/law/kar/707/001/320.pdf


https://apps.legislature.ky.gov/law/kar/707/001/310.pdf


https://www.ecfr.gov/cgi-bin/text-idx?SID=8344994f70d1bf5de1947e462e945037&mc=true&node=se34.1.200_16&rgn=div8


https://www.ecfr.gov/cgi-bin/text-idx?SID=8344994f70d1bf5de1947e462e945037&mc=true&node=se34.1.200_16&rgn=div8


https://www.ecfr.gov/cgi-bin/text-idx?SID=8344994f70d1bf5de1947e462e945037&mc=true&node=se34.1.200_16&rgn=div8


https://www.ecfr.gov/cgi-bin/text-idx?SID=8344994f70d1bf5de1947e462e945037&mc=true&node=se34.1.200_16&rgn=div8


https://apps.legislature.ky.gov/law/kar/707/001/320.pdf


https://apps.legislature.ky.gov/law/kar/707/001/320.pdf


https://apps.legislature.ky.gov/law/kar/703/005/070.pdf





Item
Number

Compliance Requirement

Regulatory
Requirement

level of communication has been determined and
verified by the ARC.

Note: The student’s current level of communication must
be documented in the Present Levels of the IEP.

Item D: The student’s functioning pertaining to
receptive and expressive communication are addressed
in the [EP and the ARC reviewed and completed the
Learner Characteristics Inventory (LCI)?

Note: If a student is found eligible for the alternate
assessment, the ARC must complete the LCI and
document that communication is addressed, or is not
marked as an area of concern, in the student’s IEP.

707 KAR 1:320 Section 5 (2)

(d)

43c.

If the student meets requirements to participate in the
alternate assessment, documentation in the IEP shows
evidence of a communication plan.

INOTE: The student must have a communication plan or
the student’s IEP must document communication is not
an area of concern at this time (in which a
communication plan would not be necessary). The
communication plan may be documented in the Present
Levels, Special Factors, Measurable Annual Goal(s) or
Supplementary Aids and Services areas of the IEP.

707 KAR 1:320 Section 5

49.

The ARC considers the concerns of the parent(s) in the
development of the IEP.

707 KAR 1:320 Section 5 (1)
(a)

Item A: There is documentation the parent was provided
a copy of the Alternate Assessment Parent Guide with an
opportunity to ask questions (prior to ARC meeting,
during ARC meeting, or other time)

34 CFR § 200.6 (d)(3)

Item B: Documentation district personnel explained to
all ARC members the difference between an Alternative
High School Diploma and a Regular High School
Diploma.

704 KAR 3:305

34 CFR § 200.6 (d)(2-4)





https://apps.legislature.ky.gov/law/kar/707/001/320.pdf


https://apps.legislature.ky.gov/law/kar/707/001/320.pdf


https://apps.legislature.ky.gov/law/kar/707/001/320.pdf


https://apps.legislature.ky.gov/law/kar/707/001/320.pdf


https://apps.legislature.ky.gov/law/kar/707/001/320.pdf


https://www.ecfr.gov/cgi-bin/text-idx?SID=8344994f70d1bf5de1947e462e945037&mc=true&node=se34.1.200_16&rgn=div8


https://apps.legislature.ky.gov/law/kar/704/003/305.pdf


https://www.ecfr.gov/cgi-bin/text-idx?SID=8344994f70d1bf5de1947e462e945037&mc=true&node=se34.1.200_16&rgn=div8





Item
Number

Compliance Requirement

Regulatory
Requirement

INOTE: The district must explain the difference between
the two diplomas (including the courses of study,
minimum graduation requirements and implications) to
all ARC members and provide any member of the ARC

an opportunity to ask questions.








AVAILABLE RESOURCES:

e Alternate Assessment Participation Guidelines, Training Modules (available from
the Human Development Institute at the University of Kentucky)

e Alternate K-PREP Training and Resources

e Differentiation
e Guia para padres: Alterno K-PREP 2018 (Parent Guide, Spanish Version)
e Guidance for ARCs on Participation Decisions for the Kentucky Alternate

Assessment
e Kentucky Alternate Assessment Participation Guidelines Documentation Form

e Parent Guide: Kentucky Alternate Assessment

ALTERNATE ASSESSMENT PARTICIPATION BEST PRACTICES

1. The DIMR recommends districts establish a process for reviewing and monitoring how
students are being identified to take alternate assessments.

2. The DIMR advises districts to examine the process their ARC teams use to determine how a
student qualifies for the alternate assessments. To this end, the DIMR urges districts to
convene a meeting with staff having responsibilities in the decision-making process, and
explore the current process using these guiding questions:

a. Are ARCs fully discussing the possible participation of the student in the general
state assessment before considering the alternate assessment? Participation in
alternate assessment should only be discussed after the ARC determines that the
student is unable to participate in the general assessment even with accommodations.

b. Are ARCs thoroughly documenting the discussion and evidence supporting that the
student is not able to participate in the regular state assessment even with available
accommodations?

c. Are ARCs consulting the Participation Guidelines during the meetings and using
these to guide the discussion?

d. Are ARCs using data to establish that the student meets the specific criteria?

e. Are all ARC members given a chance to hear and review the data analysis?

f. Have all ARC members completed the required alternate assessment training
modules?

g. Do all ARC members, including parents, have a clear understanding of the
implications associated with participation in alternate assessments?

3. The DIMR recommends that districts provide professional learning opportunities for teachers
on differentiation, collaborative teaching and student engagement.




https://www.hdilearning.org/course-catalog/?woo_category=561


https://education.ky.gov/specialed/excep/instresources/Pages/Alternate-K-PREP-Training-and-Instructional-Resources.aspx


https://education.ky.gov/educational/diff/Pages/default.aspx


https://education.ky.gov/specialed/excep/instresources/Documents/GUIA_PARA_PADRES_ALTERNO_K-PREP.pdf


https://education.ky.gov/specialed/excep/instresources/Documents/Guidance_for_Admissions_and_Release_Participation_Decisions_for_Alternate_Assessment.pdf


https://education.ky.gov/specialed/excep/instresources/Documents/Guidance_for_Admissions_and_Release_Participation_Decisions_for_Alternate_Assessment.pdf


https://education.ky.gov/specialed/excep/instresources/Documents/KY_Alternate_Assessment_Participation_Guidelines_Documentation_Form.pdf


https://education.ky.gov/specialed/excep/instresources/Documents/Parent_Guide_to_Alternate_K-Prep.pdf
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2020-2021 Alternate Assessment Participation 1.0% Waiver
Timeline

Kentucky 1.0% waiver request out October 19 — 30, 2020 Completed
for public comment

Comprehensive Coordinated Early Intervening| October 19 and 21, 2020 | Completed
Services (CCEIS) Quarterly Cadre Meetings

Beginning of Year Training Videos October 2020 Completed
Coordinated Early Intervening Services October 1-25, 2020 Completed
(CEIS)/CCEIS Program Consultation Meetings

Statement of Considerations: November 2, 2020 Completed

e Respond to all public comments
e Revisions to waiver based on public
comment

Meeting to plan Alternate Assessment and November 4, 2020 Completed
Diploma Advisory Group (AADAG)
meetings and agendas

Division of IDEA Monitoring and Results November 6, 2020 Completed

(DIMR) Meeting

- Draft AADAG Meeting Agendas

- Review previous alternate assessment
participation module drafts

DIMR Meeting November 9 and 13, 2020 | Completed
- Editing alternate assessment
participation module drafts

Kentucky waiver submitted to Office of November 13, 2020 Completed
Special Education Programs (OSEP)
e Waiver submitted at least 90
days prior to assessment
e Assessment Start Date - February 15,

2021
Post waiver sent to OSEP and posted to the November 19, 2020 Completed
Kentucky Department of Education (KDE)
Website
AADAG Virtual Meeting November 19, 2020 Completed
DIMR Meeting November 23-24, 2020 Completed
- Edit AADAG work and provide feedback
DIMR Meeting December 3, 2020 Completed

- Prep AADAG documents for meeting
- Send out Agenda and document access
AADAG Virtual Meeting December 3, 2020 Completed

KDE:OSEEL:DIMR Attachment #








DIMR Meeting December 8-9, 2020 Completed
Edit AADAG work and provide feedback
AADAG Virtual Meeting December 10, 2020 Completed
DIMR Meeting December 11, 2020 Completed
Edit AADAG work and provide feedback
AADAG Virtual Meeting December 15, 2020 Completed
Beginning of Year Trainings Completed
DIMR Data Review: December 15, 2020 Completed

¢ District Learner Characteristics

Inventory (LCI) data

e 18-19 Benchmark Report

e Monitoring proposal for 2020-2021
District Justifications due to DIMR — based on | December 2020-January | Completed
alternate assessment eligibility in IEPs (no 2022
assessment data available)
CCEIS Quarterly Cadre Meetings January 20 and 25, 2021 Completed
CEIS/CCEIS Program Consultation Meetings | January 25, 2021 Completed
AADAG Virtual Meeting February 16, 2021 Completed
DIMR Meeting February 16 and 18, 2020 | Completed
Edit AADAG work and provide feedback
AADAG Virtual Meeting February 22, 2021 Completed
DIMR Meeting March 10, 2020 Completed
Edit AADAG work and provide feedback
CCEIS Quarterly Cadre Meetings April 19 and 21, 2021 Completed
CEIS/CCEIS Program Consultation Meetings | April 25 and June 30, 2021| Completed
Desk Review of AA Participation Spring 2021 Completed
End of Year Training TBD April 2021 Completed
AADAG Virtual Meeting May 4, 2021 Completed
- Completed Parent Module Draft for KDE

Leadership Review
- Completed Final Edits to Parent

Information Sheet from Leadership.
DIMR Meeting May 19, 2021 Completed
Edit AADAG work and provide feedback
AADAG Virtual Meeting May 20, 2021 Completed
CCEIS Quarterly Cadre Meetings TBD July 2021 In process
CEIS/CCEIS Program Consultation Meetings | July 25 2021 In process

KDE:OSEEL:DIMR Attachment #










2021-2022 Alternate Assessment Participation 1.0% Waiver
Work Timeline

Kentucky waiver request out for
public comment

July 2021

Services (CCEIS) Quarterly Cadre Meetings

Comprehensive Coordinated Early Intervening

Fall 2021

Statement of Considerations:

e Respond to all public comments
(ongoing during public comment
period)

e Revisions to waiver based on public
comment

July 2021

Alternate Assessment and Diploma Advisory
Group (AADAG) Parent Modules and Parent
Information Sheet Internal Leadership Review

August 2021

AADAG Meeting to Review Parent Modules
and Parent Information Sheet Feedback

August 2021

AADAG Parent Modules and Parent
Information Sheet Internal Stakeholder
Review

September 2021

Beginning of Year Training

September 21, 2021

Kentucky Department of Education (KDE)
Meeting to plan Alternate Assessment and
Diploma Advisory Group meetings and
agendas

August 2021

Kentucky waiver submitted to United States
Department of Education (ED)
e Must be submitted 90 days prior
to assessment
e Tentative start date is TBD

TBD

Post waiver sent to ED posted on the KDE
Website

August 2021

District Communication Plan Training —
related to students eligible for alternate
assessment

August 8, 2021

e 2020-2021 Benchmark Report
e Monitoring proposal for 2021-2022

AADAG Meeting TBD September
AADAG Meeting TBD September
Beginning of Year Trainings September 2021
AADAG Meeting TBD October
AADAG Meeting TBD October
Division of IDEA Monitoring and Results - November 2021
(DIMR) Data Review: - November 2021
e District Learner Characteristics - December 2021
Inventory (LCI) data

District Justifications due to the DIMR

November 8, 2021

KDE:OSEEL:DIMR
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2020-2021 Timeline Dates

District Justification summary to Regional December 2021

Special Education Cooperatives

Statewide Communication PlanTraining Winter 2021

CCEIS Quarterly Cadre Meetings Winter 2021

Desk Reviews of AA Participation January — February 2022
AADAG Meeting TBD February 2022
Desk Review of AA Participation Results to | April 2022

Cooperatives

CCEIS Quarterly Cadre Meetings Spring 2022

AADAG Meeting TBD — Discuss results of review
End of Year Training TBD April 2022

CCEIS Quarterly Cadre Meetings TBD July 2022

KDE:OSEEL:DIMR
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Categories for Risk Ratio Calculation

Subjects Student Groups
» Reading (Elementary/Middle) Race
» Math (Elementary/Middle) Gender

o Writing
(Elementary/Middle/High)

» Science (Elementary/Middle)

Free/Reduced Lunch Eligible
English Learners
Migrant

» Social Studies
(Elementary/Middle)

- English Il (High)
- Algebra Il (High)
« US History (High)

vV VvV VvV VvV Vv VY

Homeless








Calculation — Risk Ratio

A risk ratio is the comparison of two different risks:

The risk for a specific student group to participate
in alternate assessment

Compared To

The risk for all students NOT in that student group to
participate in alternate assessment








Example

White students taking alternate assessment: 2

All white students assessed in the district: 250
Non-white students taking alternate assessment: 4
Non-white students assessed in the district: 2000

Risk of white students taking alt. assessment: 2/250 = 0.008
= 0.8%

Risk of non- white students taking alt. assessment: 4/2000 =
0.002 =0.2%

Risk ratio = 0.8/0.2 = 4.00

White students are 4.00 times more likely than non-white
students to take the alternate assessment








			Categories for Risk Ratio Calculation


			Calculation – Risk Ratio


			Example







Participation of Kentucky Students in Alternate Assessment Aligned with Alternate Academic Achievement Standards (AA-AAAS) by Sub-Group

Reading Grades 3 - 8 and High School (HS)

Total Grades 3-8 and HS SY 2020-

# Taking State ELA AA-AAAS

% Taking State ELA AA-AAAS

Group 2021 Grades 3-8 and HS SY 2020-2021 Grades 3-8 and HS SY 2020-2021
All Students 291,793 2,990 1.02%
White 222,800 2,291 1.03%
Black 26,597 334 1.26%
Hispanic/Latino 22,879 170 0.74%
Asian 5,209 46 0.87%
American Indian/ 346 4 1.16%
Alaska Native
Pacific Islander 407 3 0.73%
Two or More Races 13,449 136 1.01%
Economically 171,631 2,363 1.38%
English Learner 12,953 158 1.19%
Migrant 1,620 6 0.36%
Homeless 7,695 100 1.30%
Math Grades 3 - 8 and High School (HS)
ST Total Grades 3-8 and HS SY 2020- (# Taking State ELA AA-AAAS % Taking State ELA AA-AAAS
2021 Grades 3-8 and HS SY 2020-2021 Grades 3-8 and HS SY 2020-2021
All Students 291,600 2,986 1.02%
White 222,475 2,287 1.03%
Black 26,538 334 1.26%
Hispanic/Latino 23,023 170 0.74%
Asian 5,287 46 0.87%
American Indian/ 345 4 1.16%
Alaska Native
Pacific Islander 413 3 0.73%
Two or More Races 13,413 136 1.01%
Economically 171,446 2,359 1.38%
English Learner 13,300 158 1.19%
Migrant 1,649 6 0.36%
Homeless 7,742 101 1.30%
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Participation of Kentucky Students in Alternate Assessment Aligned with Alternate Academic Achievement Standards (AA-AAAS) by Sub-Group

Science Grades 3 - 8 and High School (HS)

Total Grades 3-8 and HS SY 2020-

# Taking State ELA AA-AAAS

% Taking State ELA AA-AAAS

Group 2021 Grades 3-8 and HS SY 2020-2021 Grades 3-8 and HS SY 2020-2021
All Students 119,484 1,258 1.05%
White 92,152 960 1.04%
Black 10,507 157 1.49%
Hispanic/Latino 9,169 69 0.75%
Asian 2,209 22 1.00%
American Indian/ 147 2 1.36%
Alaska Native
Pacific Islander 187 0 0.00%
Two or More Races 5,070 46 0.91%
Economically 67,318 983 1.46%
English Learner 5,193 69 1.33%
Migrant 598 3 0.50%
Homeless 2,989 42 1.41%

KDE:OSEEL:DIMR
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			2020-2021 Preliminary Data













Meeting Agenda/Notes

Kentucky Alternate Assessment aligned with
Alternate Academic Achievement Standards (AA-
AAAS) Face To Face

Date: July 19, 2021

Time: 9:00 AM to 3:00 PM

Location: Virtual -Teams

Meeting Purpose:

KAA Face to Face Annual Summer Meeting

Meeting Called by:

Jason Howard - Kentucky Department of Education (KDE) & Jaci Norman - University
of Kentucky (UK)

Next Meeting:

TBD

Attendees

Jason Howard Jaci Norman Joy Barr

Karen Guettler Tania Sharp Sylvia Starkey
April Pieper Jackie Williams Sherri Craig
Beth Hargis Scott U’Sellis Bill Auty
Emily Dickinson Art Thacker Rhonda Sims
Jennifer Stafford Helen Jones John Wickizer
Kevin O’Hair Kevin Hill Michael Prater
Robert Davis Michael Hackworth Jennifer Larkins
Lee Ann Lewis Devon Avery

Discussion

Alternate Kentucky Performance Rating for Educational Progress (K-PREP)

Summary of 2019-2021
Transition Attainment Record

o Grade 11, 12 and 14

o Updates from Transition Attainment Record (TAR) Meetings with English/Language
Arts, Math, etc...

Face to Face Meeting
KDE/UK
July 19, 2021
9:00 a.m.

Topics for Discussion 2021-2022 (handout)

o See Handout

Division of Project Management 7-1-06 v 1







Meeting Agenda/Notes

Discussion

Tentative Calendar/ 2021-2022 (handout)

o Dependent on 1 v 2 Window Discussion

o Director of Special Education (DoSE) and Teacher Ad-Hoc Panel Summary

o Decision: 2 Window AA-AAAS

Data Handoff 2021-2022 (June 22 2022)
o Standards Setting for 2021-2022

o Concerns?

Attainment Tasks (Jason, Jaci & Psychometricians)

o Summary of 2020-2021 Flagged Item Reviews

o New Item Development 2021-2022
Standards Work/Discussion-Timeline for fall 2021
o Reading/Writing
o Mathematics
o Social Studies
o Science
Standard Setting Discussion
o Reading/Writing
o Mathematics
o Social Studies
o Science

Lunch

o 12:00-1:00 (resume conversations at 1:00)

Online Training System (OTS)

o Anything new? Any updates/changes?

KDE Internal Review Process

o New internal (Office of Assessment and Accountability) review process for all

alternate test materials

o Need to create schedule on deliverables and review timeline

Division of Project Management 7-1-06 v 1







Meeting Agenda/Notes

Discussion

Feedback Summary from Stakeholders: One Testing Window or Two

O

O

O

Discussion: One Testing Window or Two

O

O

@)

@)

Career Readiness 2021-2022 (Sheri & U’Sellis)

O

Additional Discussion Items

O

Final Thoughts/Comments
Adjourn

Teacher, Parent & DOSE Advisory Feedback
Advisory Board Feedback
DAC Advisory Feedback

Psychometrician Feedback
KDE Leadership weighs in with decision on one vs two testing windows
Decision: 2 Window AA-AAAS

Window 1 Test Starting Date: November 15, 2021 or later

2021-2022 (Moving forward)

Accountability System-questions (Quality of School Safety/Climate for alternate
assessment)

Online Assessments (start considerations moving forward to the development of an
online assessment.) Start thinking of options/what that might look like.

Follow up for Online discussions and standards work/add to bi-weekly call agenda
(possible option)

Division of Project Management 7-1-06 v 1









Disproportionality of Students Participating in Alternate Assessment Aligned with Alternate Academic Achievement Standards (AA-AAAS) By Subgroup & Content Area

Sub-group Disproportionality

Reading (Elem/Middle/High)

Math (Elem/Middle/High

Science (Elem/Middle/High)

White Students Participating in AA-AAAS 1.03 1.03 1.04
e
Hispanic Students Participating in AA-AAAS 0.74 0.74 0.75
Asian Students Participating in AA-AAAS 0.88 0.87 1.00
P Arains
itzcrélts of Two or More Races Participating in AA- 101 101 0.91
T,
English Learners Students Participating in AA-AAAS 1.22 1.19 1.33
Migrant Students Participating in AA-AAAS 0.37 0.36 0.50
Homeless Students Participating in AA-AAAS 1.30 1.30 1.41
Male Students Participating in AA-AAAS 1.34 1.34 1.37
Female Students Participating in AA-AAAS 0.69 0.69 0.71

KDE:OSEEL:DIMR
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Comprehensive Coordinated Early Intervening Services (CCEIS)
Training and Meeting Schedule
2020-2021 School Year

2020-2021 Statewide trainings and meetings where disproportionality was discussed.

Oct. 14, 15, 16, 22, 30 CCEIS District Technical Assistance

Dec. 3 CCEIS District Technical Assistance

Jan. 19 CCEIS District Technical Assistance

Feb. 1, 22 CCEIS District Technical Assistance

Mar. 2, 5, 8, 15, 30, 31 CCEIS District Technical Assistance

April 16, 26 CCEIS District Technical Assistance
T =

October 19 & 21 Kentucky Department of Education (KDE) CCEIS Fall Cadre

Meetings

Jan. 25 & Feb. 5 KDE CCEIS Winter Cadre Meetings

April 19 & 21 KDE CCEIS Spring Cadre Meetings

April 23 KDE CCEIS Exiting Districts Webinar

April 23 KDE Intro to Significant Disproportionality/CCEIS










From: ‘Sharp, Tania - Dvison of IDEA Monitoring and Resuits

ce: Starkey, Sylva - Division of | A Pleper, April - Division of IDEA Monitoring and Results
Bee:

Subject: Action Required: 1.0% AA-AAAS Participation District Assurance Form

Date: Tuesday, July 6, 2021 1:36:00 PM

Attachments: Long

Good Afternoon Superintendents and Directors of Special Education,

The Kentucky Department of Education (KDE) is seeking to extend the 1.0% Alternate Assessment aligned with Alternate Academic Achievement Standards (AA-AAAS) participation cap waiver for the 2021-2022 school year, previously received from the Secretary for
the United States Department of Education based on the requirements set forth at 34 C.F.R. 200.6 (c)(2) limiting the total number of students in the state participating in the alternate assessment. The KDE anticipates that the State may exceed the 1.0% alternate assessment
threshold in reading/language arts, mathematics, and science for the 2021-2022 school year.

As part of that waiver, the state is required to:

“take steps to support and provide appropriate oversight to each LEA that the State anticipates will assess more than 1.0% of its assessed students in a given subject in a school year using an alternate assessment aligned with alternate academic achievement
standards to ensure that only students with the most significant cognitive disabilitics take an alternate assessment aligned with alternate academic achievement standards.”

To assist KDE with the waiver request and ensure all districts are complying with federal and state regulations for AA-AAAS participation, all districts will be required to complete an assurance form for the 2021-2022 school year.

Please complete the 1 Form by no later than Thursday, July 15, 2021. This verifies Admission and Release Committees (ARC) in your district are following the Kentucky Alternate Assessment Partici
Guidelines [ Form when making ion decisions, all ARC Chairpersons have completed the required AA-AAAS participation training modules, parents of students with the most significant cognitive disabilities have been informed of the
implications of participation in the AA-AAAS, and your district has addressed any disproportionality in the percentage of students in any subgroup taking the AA-AAAS.

As we continue moving forward with implementation of the Every Student Succeeds Act (ESSA) as it applies to students with disabilities, the KDE will continue working closely with the special education division of your regional cooperative, local districts and other
partners to ensure the full understanding and implementation of the state and federal requirements.

If you have any questions about this process, please contact me at (502) 564-4970 ext. 4124 or at tania.sharp(@education.ky.gov

Thank you,

Tania M. Sharp
Exceptional Children Consultant

Individual Programming Branch

Division of IDEA Monitoring & Results
Office of Special Education & Early Learning

Kentucky Department of Education

300 Sower Blvd., 4™ Floor

Frankfort, KY 40601

(502) 564-4970, ext. 4124 | Fax (502) 564-6470
Email: tania.sharp@education.ky.gov

This email may contain confidential data or information and is intended solely for the use of the
individual or entity to whom it is addressed. If you are not the named addressee you should not
disseminate, distribute, or copy this e-mail, and you are requested o notify the sender
immediately.
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From: Kentucky Department of Education

To: Sharp, Tania - Division of IDEA Monitoring and Results
Subject: Public comment sought on Kentucky"s proposed alternate assessment participation waiver
Date: Wednesday, July 28, 2021 10:07:36 AM

Kentucky Department of Education

News Release

Media Contact: Toni Konz Tatman
Chief Communications Officer
Office: (502) 564-2000, ext. 4602
Cell: (502) 229-1915

toni.tatman@education.ky.gov
Advisory 21-218

July 28. 2021

Graphic reading: KDE News, Kentucky Department of Education

Public comment sought on Kentucky's
proposed alternate assessment participation
waiver

(FRANKFORT, KY) — The Kentucky Department of Education (KDE) is seeking
public comment on a request to the U.S. Department of Education (USED) to extend
the waiver related to the number of students participating in the alternate
assessment aligned with alternate academic achievement standards (AA-AAAS).

The AA-AAAS is aligned with alternate academic achievement standards on the
annual statewide Kentucky Summative Assessment, formerly known as the
Kentucky Performance Rating for Educational Progress (K-PREP) test.

The Elementary and Secondary Education Act of 1965 (ESEA) — as amended by
the Every Student Succeeds Act (ESSA), Section 1111(b)(2)(D) and its
corresponding regulation 34 CFR 200.6(c) and (d) — contains requirements for





students with the most significant cognitive disabilities to participate in statewide
testing through the use of AA-AAAS.

According to federal law, no more than 1.0% of the total number of students
participating in a statewide assessment such as the Kentucky Summative
Assessment may take the alternate assessment in each subject area tested.

Data from the 2020-2021 school year shows that slightly more than 1.0% of
Kentucky’s students participated in AA-AAAS. Under 34 C.F.R. §200.6(c)(4), if a
state anticipates it will exceed the cap for any subject for which assessments are
administered in a school year, the state may request that the U.S. secretary of
education waive the cap for the relevant subject for one year. KDE plans to submit a
request to extend the waiver to USED in reading, mathematics and science.

To receive an extended waiver, KDE must:

o Gather data on the characteristics of students participating in the AA-AAAS;

o Determine whether only those students who have significant cognitive
disabilities are participating;

e Monitor alternate assessment data and request justification from all districts
exceeding 1% participation in any subject; and

o Address any disproportionality in the percentage of students taking the
alternate assessment.

As outlined in the 2020-2021 Kentucky’s 1.0% Waiver Request for Reading,
Mathematics and Science, the KDE Office of Special Education and Early Learning
(OSEEL), regional special education cooperatives and school districts have worked
collaboratively to develop and implement guidance, training and monitoring to
ensure only the students with the most significant cognitive disabilities are
participating in the AA-AAAS. The proposed waiver details the progress made in
2020-2021 and the 2021-2022 school year plan.

The proposed waiver is available on KDE’s website. General information on
Kentucky’s AA-AAAS is available on KDE’s Kentucky Alternate Assessment

Participation Waiver webpage.

The public comment period will be July 28-Aug. 11, 2021. The public may send
written comments on the proposed waiver to Sylvia Starkey, Director, Division of
IDEA Monitoring and Results, Office of Special Education and Early Learning,
Kentucky Department of Education, 300 Sower Blvd., Fourth Floor, Frankfort, KY
40601. Comments also may be submitted by email to

Sylvia.Starkey@education.ky.gov, by telephone at (602) 564-4970, ext. 4118, or by
fax at (502) 564-4124.










From: Directors of Special Education in Ky Schools on behalf of Williams, Jackie - Division of IDEA Monitoring and Results
To: KYDOSE@LSV.UKY.EDU

Subject: Public comment sought on Kentucky"s proposed alternate assessment participation waiver
Date: Wednesday, July 28, 2021 11:28:33 AM
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News Release

Media Contact: Toni Konz Tatman
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Office: (502) 564-2000, ext. 4602
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Advisory 21-218

July 28. 2021

Graphic reading: KDE News, Kentucky Department of Education

Public comment sought on Kentucky's proposed
alternate assessment participation waiver

(FRANKFORT, KY) — The Kentucky Department of Education (KDE) is seeking public comment on a
request to the U.S. Department of Education (USED) to extend the waiver related to the number of
students participating in the alternate assessment aligned with alternate academic achievement standards
(AA-AAAS).

The AA-AAAS is aligned with alternate academic achievement standards on the annual statewide
Kentucky Summative Assessment, formerly known as the Kentucky Performance Rating for Educational
Progress (K-PREP) test.

The Elementary and Secondary Education Act of 1965 (ESEA) — as amended by the Every Student
Succeeds Act (ESSA), Section 1111(b)(2)(D) and its corresponding regulation 34 CFR 200.6(c) and (d) —
contains requirements for students with the most significant cognitive disabilities to participate in statewide
testing through the use of AA-AAAS.

According to federal law, no more than 1.0% of the total number of students participating in a statewide
assessment such as the Kentucky Summative Assessment may take the alternate assessment in each
subject area tested.

Data from the 2020-2021 school year shows that slightly more than 1.0% of Kentucky’s students
participated in AA-AAAS. Under 34 C.F.R. §200.6(c)(4), if a state anticipates it will exceed the cap for any
subject for which assessments are administered in a school year, the state may request that the U.S.
secretary of education waive the cap for the relevant subject for one year. KDE plans to submit a request
to extend the waiver to USED in reading, mathematics and science.

To receive an extended waiver, KDE must:
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o Gather data on the characteristics of students participating in the AA-AAAS;
« Determine whether only those students who have significant cognitive disabilities are participating;

« Monitor alternate assessment data and request justification from all districts exceeding 1%
participation in any subject; and

e Address any disproportionality in the percentage of students taking the alternate assessment.

As outlined in the 2020-2021 Kentucky’s 1.0% Waiver Request for Reading, Mathematics and Science, the
KDE Office of Special Education and Early Learning (OSEEL), regional special education cooperatives
and school districts have worked collaboratively to develop and implement guidance, training and
monitoring to ensure only the students with the most significant cognitive disabilities are participating in the
AA-AAAS. The proposed waiver details the progress made in 2020-2021 and the 2021-2022 school year
plan.

The proposed waiver is available on KDE’s website. General information on Kentucky’'s AA-AAAS is
available on KDE’s Kentucky Alternate Assessment Participation Waiver webpage.

The public comment period will be July 28-Aug. 11, 2021. The public may send written comments on the
proposed waiver to Sylvia Starkey, Director, Division of IDEA Monitoring and Results, Office of Special
Education and Early Learning, Kentucky Department of Education, 300 Sower Blvd., Fourth Floor,

Frankfort, KY 40601. Comments also may be submitted by email to Svlvia.Starkey@education.ky.gov, by
telephone at (502) 564-4970, ext. 4118, or by fax at (502) 564-4124.

Kentucky Department of Education

Subscriber Preferences | Unsubscribe | Help

This email was sent to jackie.williams@education.ky.gov using GovDelivery Communications Cloud on behalf of: Kentucky Department of
Education - 300 Sower Blvd., 5th Floor - Frankfort, KY 40601
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From: Hensley, Shasta - Division of IDEA Implementation and Preschool

To: Rhonda Logsdon; Curry, Tal T (BHDID/Frankfort); Burgan, Martha S.; Brooke Gill

Subject: FW: Public comment sought on Kentucky"s proposed alternate assessment participation waiver
Date: Thursday, July 29, 2021 8:26:47 AM

Attach t: AD76B3FB178844F9BD2F19B6FOASAGEB.nng

Please see the announcement below concerning the proposed Alternate Assessment participation waiver.

Please share with parents and professionals who may be interested in providing feedback. The public comment
period will be July 28-Aug. 11, 2021.

Thank you,

Shasta Hensley

Exceptional Child Consultant: English Learners, Parent and Family Engagement
Division of IDEA Implementation and Preschool

Office of Special Education and Early Learning

Kentucky Department of Education

300 Sower Blvd, 4th Floor,
Frankfort, KY 40601
502-564-4970 ext. 4103

shasta.hensley@education.ky.gov

This email may contain confidential data or information and is intended solely for the use of the
individual or entity to whom it is addressed. If you are not the named addressee you should not
disseminate, distribute, or copy this e-mail, and you are requested to notify the sender immediately.

Kentucky Department of Education

News Release

Media Contact: Toni Konz Tatman
Chief Communications Officer
Office: (502) 564-2000, ext. 4602
Cell: (502) 229-1915

toni.tatman@education.ky.gov
Advisory 21-218

July 28. 2021
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Graphic reading: KDE News, Kentucky Department of Education

Public comment sought on Kentucky's proposed
alternate assessment participation waiver

(FRANKFORT, KY) — The Kentucky Department of Education (KDE) is seeking public comment on a
request to the U.S. Department of Education (USED) to extend the waiver related to the number of
students participating in the alternate assessment aligned with alternate academic achievement standards
(AA-AAAS).

The AA-AAAS is aligned with alternate academic achievement standards on the annual statewide
Kentucky Summative Assessment, formerly known as the Kentucky Performance Rating for Educational
Progress (K-PREP) test.

The Elementary and Secondary Education Act of 1965 (ESEA) — as amended by the Every Student
Succeeds Act (ESSA), Section 1111(b)(2)(D) and its corresponding regulation 34 CFR 200.6(c) and (d) —
contains requirements for students with the most significant cognitive disabilities to participate in statewide
testing through the use of AA-AAAS.

According to federal law, no more than 1.0% of the total number of students participating in a statewide
assessment such as the Kentucky Summative Assessment may take the alternate assessment in each
subject area tested.

Data from the 2020-2021 school year shows that slightly more than 1.0% of Kentucky’s students
participated in AA-AAAS. Under 34 C.F.R. §200.6(c)(4), if a state anticipates it will exceed the cap for any
subject for which assessments are administered in a school year, the state may request that the U.S.
secretary of education waive the cap for the relevant subject for one year. KDE plans to submit a request
to extend the waiver to USED in reading, mathematics and science.

To receive an extended waiver, KDE must:
o Gather data on the characteristics of students participating in the AA-AAAS;

o Determine whether only those students who have significant cognitive disabilities are participating;

« Monitor alternate assessment data and request justification from all districts exceeding 1%
participation in any subject; and

o Address any disproportionality in the percentage of students taking the alternate assessment.

As outlined in the 2020-2021 Kentucky’s 1.0% Waiver Request for Reading, Mathematics and Science, the
KDE Office of Special Education and Early Learning (OSEEL), regional special education cooperatives
and school districts have worked collaboratively to develop and implement guidance, training and
monitoring to ensure only the students with the most significant cognitive disabilities are participating in the
AA-AAAS. The proposed waiver details the progress made in 2020-2021 and the 2021-2022 school year
plan.
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The proposed waiver is available on KDE’s website. General information on Kentucky’s AA-AAAS is
available on KDE’s Kentucky Alternate Assessment Participation Waiver webpage.

The public comment period will be July 28-Aug. 11, 2021. The public may send written comments on the
proposed waiver to Sylvia Starkey, Director, Division of IDEA Monitoring and Results, Office of Special
Education and Early Learning, Kentucky Department of Education, 300 Sower Blvd., Fourth Floor,

Frankfort, KY 40601. Comments also may be submitted by email to Sylvia.Starkey@education.ky.gov, by
telephone at (502) 564-4970, ext. 4118, or by fax at (502) 564-4124.

Kentucky Department of Education
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From: Starkey, Sylvia - KDE Division Director

To: Bates, Dionne; Becky Nixon; Brandi Bray1; Christel Bogar; Clarke, Laura - NKCES - Professional Learning Coach; Combs, Brenda; Davis, Kelly -
(GRREC); Grable, Patty - WKEC; Karsner, Ramona; stephanie.little@kedc.org; Bronger, Latricia

Cc: Sharp, Tania - Division of IDEA Monitoring and Results; Williams, Jackie - Division of IDEA Monitoring and Result

Subject: FW: Public comment sought on Kentucky"s proposed alternate assessment participation waiver

Date: Thursday, July 29, 2021 9:48:05 AM

Attachments: AD76B3FB178844F9BD2F19B6FOASAGEB.pNq
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Cooperative Directors,

I’'m forwarding this news release so you are all aware the 1.0% waiver is available for public comment. Please share
broadly.

Thank you,

Sylvia M. Starkey

Director

Division of IDEA Monitoring and Results
Office of Special Education and Early Learning

Kentucky Department of Education
300 Sower Blvd. — 4th floor
Frankfort, KY 40601

(502) 564-4970, ext. 4118

Email: sylvia.starkey@education.ky.gov

This email may contain confidential data or information and is intended solely for the use of the
individual or entity to whom it is addressed. If you are not the named addressee you should not
disseminate, distribute, or copy this e-mail, and you are requested to notify the sender immediately.

From: Directors of Special Education in Ky Schools <KYDOSE@LSV.UKY.EDU> On Behalf Of Williams, Jackie - Division of
IDEA Monitoring and Results

Sent: Wednesday, July 28, 2021 11:18 AM

To: KYDOSE@LSV.UKY.EDU

Subject: Public comment sought on Kentucky's proposed alternate assessment participation waiver

CAUTION:| External Sender

Kentucky Department of Education

News Release

Media Contact: Toni Konz Tatman
Chief Communications Officer
Office: (502) 564-2000, ext. 4602
Cell: (502) 229-1915

toni.tatman@education.ky.gov
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Advisory 21-218

July 28. 2021

Graphic reading: KDE News, Kentucky Department of Education

Public comment sought on Kentucky's proposed
alternate assessment participation waiver

(FRANKFORT, KY) — The Kentucky Department of Education (KDE) is seeking public comment on a
request to the U.S. Department of Education (USED) to extend the waiver related to the number of
students participating in the alternate assessment aligned with alternate academic achievement standards
(AA-AAAS).

The AA-AAAS is aligned with alternate academic achievement standards on the annual statewide
Kentucky Summative Assessment, formerly known as the Kentucky Performance Rating for Educational
Progress (K-PREP) test.

The Elementary and Secondary Education Act of 1965 (ESEA) — as amended by the Every Student
Succeeds Act (ESSA), Section 1111(b)(2)(D) and its corresponding regulation 34 CFR 200.6(c) and (d) —
contains requirements for students with the most significant cognitive disabilities to participate in statewide
testing through the use of AA-AAAS.

According to federal law, no more than 1.0% of the total number of students participating in a statewide
assessment such as the Kentucky Summative Assessment may take the alternate assessment in each
subject area tested.

Data from the 2020-2021 school year shows that slightly more than 1.0% of Kentucky’s students
participated in AA-AAAS. Under 34 C.F.R. §200.6(c)(4), if a state anticipates it will exceed the cap for any
subject for which assessments are administered in a school year, the state may request that the U.S.
secretary of education waive the cap for the relevant subject for one year. KDE plans to submit a request
to extend the waiver to USED in reading, mathematics and science.

To receive an extended waiver, KDE must:
o Gather data on the characteristics of students participating in the AA-AAAS;
o Determine whether only those students who have significant cognitive disabilities are participating;

e Monitor alternate assessment data and request justification from all districts exceeding 1%
participation in any subject; and

e Address any disproportionality in the percentage of students taking the alternate assessment.
As outlined in the 2020-2021 Kentucky’s 1.0% Waiver Request for Reading, Mathematics and Science, the

KDE Office of Special Education and Early Learning (OSEEL), regional special education cooperatives
and school districts have worked collaboratively to develop and implement guidance, training and
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monitoring to ensure only the students with the most significant cognitive disabilities are participating in the
AA-AAAS. The proposed waiver details the progress made in 2020-2021 and the 2021-2022 school year
plan.

The proposed waiver is available on KDE’s website. General information on Kentucky’s AA-AAAS is
available on KDE’s Kentucky Alternate Assessment Participation Waiver webpage.

The public comment period will be July 28-Aug. 11, 2021. The public may send written comments on the
proposed waiver to Sylvia Starkey, Director, Division of IDEA Monitoring and Results, Office of Special
Education and Early Learning, Kentucky Department of Education, 300 Sower Blvd., Fourth Floor,
Frankfort, KY 40601. Comments also may be submitted by email to Svlvia.Starkey@education.ky.gov, by
telephone at (502) 564-4970, ext. 4118, or by fax at (502) 564-4124.

Kentucky Department of Education
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This email was sent to jackie.williams@education.ky.gov using GovDelivery Communications Cloud on behalf of: Kentucky Department of
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From: Robert Phillips <robert.phillips@rockcastle.kyschools.us>

Sent: Thursday, July 29, 2021 8:24 AM

To: Starkey, Sylvia - KDE Division Director <sylvia.starkey@education.ky.gov>
Subject: Alternate Assessment Participation Waiver

| would just like to say that we cannot control the number of students with severe disabilities. The
only students in our district that are eligible for the waiver are ones who could not perform on a
standardized test. | believe that if the need is there, then there needs to be some lead way. If you
look at a student's disabilities and their IEP information then the ARC should be able to determine if
a student is eligible to participate or not. | do not think that a straight 1% cut off point.

Thank you for allowing me to give input and if you have any questions please let me know. Make it
a great day!

Robert Phillips
Principal RCMS

CONFIDENTIALITY NOTICE: This e-mail, including any attachments, is intended only for the
use of the individual or entity to which it is addressed and may contain confidential
information that is legally privileged and exempt from disclosure under applicable law. If the
reader of this message is not the intended recipient, you are notified that any review, use,
disclosure, distribution or copying of this communication is strictly prohibited. If you have
received this communication in error, please contact the sender by reply e-mail and destroy
all copies of original message
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From: Dossett, Dena H

To: Starkey, Sylvia - KDE Division Director

Cc: Brown, Kevin C.; Piper, Abby E.; Thompson, Erica L
Subject: KDE proposed alternate assessment participation waiver
Date: Monday, August 2, 2021 10:07:08 AM

Hi Sylvia,

Thank you for the opportunity to comment on the proposed waiver. Please accept the statement
below as JCPS support for the proposed waiver -

Jefferson County Public Schools (JCPS) fully supports continuation of the Kentucky Alternate
Assessment Participation Waiver for the 2021-2022 school year. JCPS understands the importance of
the limit set by federal regulation on the percentage of students assessed by the alternate
assessment with aligned alternate academic achievement standards (AA-AAAS). We hold all students
to high academic achievement expectations and will continue to monitor district data around
alternate assessment to ensure participation is limited to only the population of learners for which it
is intended. Through targeted training and collaboration with our local cooperative, annual review
committees are better equipped to make data-based decisions to best meet the academic needs of
each individual student.

Sincerely,
Dena

(

—
JCPS'JEFF ERSOM COUNTY
PUBLIC SCHOOLS
Dena Dossett, Ph.D.
Chief - JCPS Accountability, Research, and Systems Improvement

VanHoose Education Center
3332 Newburg Road
Louisville, KY 40218

(502) 485-7074
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STATEMENT OF CONSIDERATION
RESPONSE TO PUBLIC COMMENTS

RELATING TO WAIVER REQUEST PURSUANT TO 34 C.F.R. §200.6(c)(4)

Kentucky Department of Education
Office of Special Education and Early Learning (OSEEL)

[ Pursuant to 34 C.F.R. §200.6(c)(4), the Kentucky Department of Education (“KDE”) will seek
to extend a waiver for the 2021-2022 school year from the Secretary for the United States
Department of Education. The regulation in question, found at 34 C.F.R. 200.6(c)(2), required
State Education Agencies such as the KDE to limit the total number of students assessed in a

subject area using an alternate assessment aligned with alternate academic achievement
standards (AA-AAAS). The limit on the percentage of students assessed using the AA-AAAS
is set by the federal regulation, stating there shall be no more than 1.0% of the total number of
students taking the alternate assessment assessed in each subject area.

Written comments on the proposed waiver pursuant to 34 C.F.R. §200.6(c)(4) were received
during the public comment period of July 28, 2021 through August 11, 2021.

II. The following individuals submitted written comments:

Name and Title Agency/Organization/Entity/Other
Robert Phillips, Principal Rockcastle County Middle School
Dena Dossett, Chief Jefferson County Public Schools

Summary of Comments and Responses:
1) Subject Matter: Alternate assessment participation waiver

Comment: One commenter stated a limitation on numbers of students who can participate
using an AA-AAAS is a disservice to students with severe disabilities. The commenter stated
the decisions for eligibility to participate in the AA-AAAS should be made by the
Admissions and Release Committee (ARC) members and based on the student’s individual
needs identified in their Individual Education Program (IEP). (Robert Phillips, Rockcastle
County Middle School)

Response: The agency acknowledges the possible implications of limiting participation in the
AA-AAAS. The federal 1.0% cap of students participating in the AA-AAAS applies to the state
as a whole and is not a requirement of individual school districts. The agency recognizes there
may be legitimate reasons for a district to have more than 1.0% of its student body participating
in the AA-AAAS. The agency conducts monitoring to determine specific reasons when districts
have a higher percentage of students participating in the alternate assessment. No amendments
to the proposed waiver request were made in response to this comment.

2) Subject Matter: KDE proposed alternate assessment participation waiver

KDE:OSEEL:DIMR
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Comment: One commenter on behalf of the school district, expressed support for the wavier.
The commenter stated they understand the importance of the limit set by federal regulation on
the percentage of students assessed by AA-AAAS. The commenter stated the district holds all
students to high academic achievement expectations and monitors district participation data. The
commenter indicated that through targeted training and collaboration with the regional
cooperative, the ARCs are better equipped to make data-based decisions to best meet the
academic needs of each individual student. (Dena Dossett, Jefferson County Public Schools)

Response: The agency appreciates the comment from the district perspective and the support
from the district. The agency appreciates the ongoing efforts of the district to participate in
training and collaboration with the regional cooperatives to improve the data-based decision-
making process. No amendments to the proposed waiver request were made in response to this
comment.

Summary of Action Taken by the
Kentucky Department of Education

The Kentucky Department of Education received and responded to a total of two public
comment(s) regarding proposed one percent cap waiver request. As indicated above, the agency
will incorporate feedback it received in its waiver request to the United States Department of
Education.

KDE:OSEEL:DIMR
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From: ‘Sharp, Tania - Dvison of IDEA Monitoring and Resuits

ce: Starkey, Sylva - Division of | A Pleper, April - Division of IDEA Monitoring and Results
Bee:

Subject: Action Required: 1.0% AA-AAAS Participation District Assurance Form

Date: Tuesday, July 6, 2021 1:36:00 PM

Attachments: Long

Good Afternoon Superintendents and Directors of Special Education,

The Kentucky Department of Education (KDE) is seeking to extend the 1.0% Alternate Assessment aligned with Alternate Academic Achievement Standards (AA-AAAS) participation cap waiver for the 2021-2022 school year, previously received from the Secretary for
the United States Department of Education based on the requirements set forth at 34 C.F.R. 200.6 (c)(2) limiting the total number of students in the state participating in the alternate assessment. The KDE anticipates that the State may exceed the 1.0% alternate assessment
threshold in reading/language arts, mathematics, and science for the 2021-2022 school year.

As part of that waiver, the state is required to:

“take steps to support and provide appropriate oversight to each LEA that the State anticipates will assess more than 1.0% of its assessed students in a given subject in a school year using an alternate assessment aligned with alternate academic achievement
standards to ensure that only students with the most significant cognitive disabilitics take an alternate assessment aligned with alternate academic achievement standards.”

To assist KDE with the waiver request and ensure all districts are complying with federal and state regulations for AA-AAAS participation, all districts will be required to complete an assurance form for the 2021-2022 school year.

Please complete the 1 Form by no later than Thursday, July 15, 2021. This verifies Admission and Release Committees (ARC) in your district are following the Kentucky Alternate Assessment Partici
Guidelines [ Form when making ion decisions, all ARC Chairpersons have completed the required AA-AAAS participation training modules, parents of students with the most significant cognitive disabilities have been informed of the
implications of participation in the AA-AAAS, and your district has addressed any disproportionality in the percentage of students in any subgroup taking the AA-AAAS.

As we continue moving forward with implementation of the Every Student Succeeds Act (ESSA) as it applies to students with disabilities, the KDE will continue working closely with the special education division of your regional cooperative, local districts and other
partners to ensure the full understanding and implementation of the state and federal requirements.

If you have any questions about this process, please contact me at (502) 564-4970 ext. 4124 or at tania.sharp(@education.ky.gov

Thank you,

Tania M. Sharp
Exceptional Children Consultant

Individual Programming Branch

Division of IDEA Monitoring & Results
Office of Special Education & Early Learning

Kentucky Department of Education

300 Sower Blvd., 4™ Floor

Frankfort, KY 40601

(502) 564-4970, ext. 4124 | Fax (502) 564-6470
Email: tania.sharp@education.ky.gov

This email may contain confidential data or information and is intended solely for the use of the
individual or entity to whom it is addressed. If you are not the named addressee you should not
disseminate, distribute, or copy this e-mail, and you are requested o notify the sender
immediately.
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Comprehensive Coordinated Early Intervening Services (CCEIS)
Training and Meeting Schedule
2020-2021 School Year

2020-2021 Statewide trainings and meetings where disproportionality was discussed.

Oct. 14, 15, 16, 22, 30 CCEIS District Technical Assistance

Dec. 3 CCEIS District Technical Assistance

Jan. 19 CCEIS District Technical Assistance

Feb. 1, 22 CCEIS District Technical Assistance

Mar. 2, 5, 8, 15, 30, 31 CCEIS District Technical Assistance

April 16, 26 CCEIS District Technical Assistance
T =

October 19 & 21 Kentucky Department of Education (KDE) CCEIS Fall Cadre

Meetings

Jan. 25 & Feb. 5 KDE CCEIS Winter Cadre Meetings

April 19 & 21 KDE CCEIS Spring Cadre Meetings

April 23 KDE CCEIS Exiting Districts Webinar

April 23 KDE Intro to Significant Disproportionality/CCEIS







2021-2022 Alternate Assessment Participation 1.0% Waiver
Work Timeline

Kentucky waiver request out for
public comment

July 2021

Services (CCEIS) Quarterly Cadre Meetings

Comprehensive Coordinated Early Intervening

Fall 2021

Statement of Considerations:

e Respond to all public comments
(ongoing during public comment
period)

e Revisions to waiver based on public
comment

July 2021

Alternate Assessment and Diploma Advisory
Group (AADAG) Parent Modules and Parent
Information Sheet Internal Leadership Review

August 2021

AADAG Meeting to Review Parent Modules
and Parent Information Sheet Feedback

August 2021

AADAG Parent Modules and Parent
Information Sheet Internal Stakeholder
Review

September 2021

Beginning of Year Training

September 21, 2021

Kentucky Department of Education (KDE)
Meeting to plan Alternate Assessment and
Diploma Advisory Group meetings and
agendas

August 2021

Kentucky waiver submitted to United States
Department of Education (ED)
e Must be submitted 90 days prior
to assessment
e Tentative start date is TBD

TBD

Post waiver sent to ED posted on the KDE
Website

August 2021

District Communication Plan Training —
related to students eligible for alternate
assessment

August 8, 2021

e 2020-2021 Benchmark Report
e Monitoring proposal for 2021-2022

AADAG Meeting TBD September
AADAG Meeting TBD September
Beginning of Year Trainings September 2021
AADAG Meeting TBD October
AADAG Meeting TBD October
Division of IDEA Monitoring and Results - November 2021
(DIMR) Data Review: - November 2021
e District Learner Characteristics - December 2021
Inventory (LCI) data

District Justifications due to the DIMR

November 8, 2021

KDE:OSEEL:DIMR
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2020-2021 Timeline Dates

District Justification summary to Regional December 2021

Special Education Cooperatives

Statewide Communication PlanTraining Winter 2021

CCEIS Quarterly Cadre Meetings Winter 2021

Desk Reviews of AA Participation January — February 2022
AADAG Meeting TBD February 2022
Desk Review of AA Participation Results to | April 2022

Cooperatives

CCEIS Quarterly Cadre Meetings Spring 2022

AADAG Meeting TBD — Discuss results of review
End of Year Training TBD April 2022

CCEIS Quarterly Cadre Meetings TBD July 2022

KDE:OSEEL:DIMR
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2020-2021 Alternate Assessment Participation 1.0% Waiver
Timeline

Kentucky 1.0% waiver request out October 19 — 30, 2020 Completed
for public comment

Comprehensive Coordinated Early Intervening| October 19 and 21, 2020 | Completed
Services (CCEIS) Quarterly Cadre Meetings

Beginning of Year Training Videos October 2020 Completed
Coordinated Early Intervening Services October 1-25, 2020 Completed
(CEIS)/CCEIS Program Consultation Meetings

Statement of Considerations: November 2, 2020 Completed

e Respond to all public comments
e Revisions to waiver based on public
comment

Meeting to plan Alternate Assessment and November 4, 2020 Completed
Diploma Advisory Group (AADAG)
meetings and agendas

Division of IDEA Monitoring and Results November 6, 2020 Completed

(DIMR) Meeting

- Draft AADAG Meeting Agendas

- Review previous alternate assessment
participation module drafts

DIMR Meeting November 9 and 13, 2020 | Completed
- Editing alternate assessment
participation module drafts

Kentucky waiver submitted to Office of November 13, 2020 Completed
Special Education Programs (OSEP)
e Waiver submitted at least 90
days prior to assessment
e Assessment Start Date - February 15,

2021
Post waiver sent to OSEP and posted to the November 19, 2020 Completed
Kentucky Department of Education (KDE)
Website
AADAG Virtual Meeting November 19, 2020 Completed
DIMR Meeting November 23-24, 2020 Completed
- Edit AADAG work and provide feedback
DIMR Meeting December 3, 2020 Completed

- Prep AADAG documents for meeting
- Send out Agenda and document access
AADAG Virtual Meeting December 3, 2020 Completed
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DIMR Meeting December 8-9, 2020 Completed
Edit AADAG work and provide feedback
AADAG Virtual Meeting December 10, 2020 Completed
DIMR Meeting December 11, 2020 Completed
Edit AADAG work and provide feedback
AADAG Virtual Meeting December 15, 2020 Completed
Beginning of Year Trainings Completed
DIMR Data Review: December 15, 2020 Completed

¢ District Learner Characteristics

Inventory (LCI) data

e 18-19 Benchmark Report

e Monitoring proposal for 2020-2021
District Justifications due to DIMR — based on | December 2020-January | Completed
alternate assessment eligibility in IEPs (no 2022
assessment data available)
CCEIS Quarterly Cadre Meetings January 20 and 25, 2021 Completed
CEIS/CCEIS Program Consultation Meetings | January 25, 2021 Completed
AADAG Virtual Meeting February 16, 2021 Completed
DIMR Meeting February 16 and 18, 2020 | Completed
Edit AADAG work and provide feedback
AADAG Virtual Meeting February 22, 2021 Completed
DIMR Meeting March 10, 2020 Completed
Edit AADAG work and provide feedback
CCEIS Quarterly Cadre Meetings April 19 and 21, 2021 Completed
CEIS/CCEIS Program Consultation Meetings | April 25 and June 30, 2021| Completed
Desk Review of AA Participation Spring 2021 Completed
End of Year Training TBD April 2021 Completed
AADAG Virtual Meeting May 4, 2021 Completed
- Completed Parent Module Draft for KDE

Leadership Review
- Completed Final Edits to Parent

Information Sheet from Leadership.
DIMR Meeting May 19, 2021 Completed
Edit AADAG work and provide feedback
AADAG Virtual Meeting May 20, 2021 Completed
CCEIS Quarterly Cadre Meetings TBD July 2021 In process
CEIS/CCEIS Program Consultation Meetings | July 25 2021 In process
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Disproportionality of Students Participating in Alternate Assessment Aligned with Alternate Academic Achievement Standards (AA-AAAS) By Subgroup & Content Area

Sub-group Disproportionality

Reading (Elem/Middle/High)

Math (Elem/Middle/High

Science (Elem/Middle/High)

White Students Participating in AA-AAAS 1.03 1.03 1.04
e
Hispanic Students Participating in AA-AAAS 0.74 0.74 0.75
Asian Students Participating in AA-AAAS 0.88 0.87 1.00
P Arains
itzcrélts of Two or More Races Participating in AA- 101 101 0.91
T,
English Learners Students Participating in AA-AAAS 1.22 1.19 1.33
Migrant Students Participating in AA-AAAS 0.37 0.36 0.50
Homeless Students Participating in AA-AAAS 1.30 1.30 1.41
Male Students Participating in AA-AAAS 1.34 1.34 1.37
Female Students Participating in AA-AAAS 0.69 0.69 0.71

KDE:OSEEL:DIMR
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Meeting Agenda/Notes

Kentucky Alternate Assessment aligned with
Alternate Academic Achievement Standards (AA-
AAAS) Face To Face

Date: July 19, 2021

Time: 9:00 AM to 3:00 PM

Location: Virtual -Teams

Meeting Purpose:

KAA Face to Face Annual Summer Meeting

Meeting Called by:

Jason Howard - Kentucky Department of Education (KDE) & Jaci Norman - University
of Kentucky (UK)

Next Meeting:

TBD

Attendees

Jason Howard Jaci Norman Joy Barr

Karen Guettler Tania Sharp Sylvia Starkey
April Pieper Jackie Williams Sherri Craig
Beth Hargis Scott U’Sellis Bill Auty
Emily Dickinson Art Thacker Rhonda Sims
Jennifer Stafford Helen Jones John Wickizer
Kevin O’Hair Kevin Hill Michael Prater
Robert Davis Michael Hackworth Jennifer Larkins
Lee Ann Lewis Devon Avery

Discussion

Alternate Kentucky Performance Rating for Educational Progress (K-PREP)

Summary of 2019-2021
Transition Attainment Record

o Grade 11, 12 and 14

o Updates from Transition Attainment Record (TAR) Meetings with English/Language
Arts, Math, etc...

Face to Face Meeting
KDE/UK
July 19, 2021
9:00 a.m.

Topics for Discussion 2021-2022 (handout)

o See Handout
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Meeting Agenda/Notes

Discussion

Tentative Calendar/ 2021-2022 (handout)

o Dependent on 1 v 2 Window Discussion

o Director of Special Education (DoSE) and Teacher Ad-Hoc Panel Summary

o Decision: 2 Window AA-AAAS

Data Handoff 2021-2022 (June 22 2022)
o Standards Setting for 2021-2022

o Concerns?

Attainment Tasks (Jason, Jaci & Psychometricians)

o Summary of 2020-2021 Flagged Item Reviews

o New Item Development 2021-2022
Standards Work/Discussion-Timeline for fall 2021
o Reading/Writing
o Mathematics
o Social Studies
o Science
Standard Setting Discussion
o Reading/Writing
o Mathematics
o Social Studies
o Science

Lunch

o 12:00-1:00 (resume conversations at 1:00)

Online Training System (OTS)

o Anything new? Any updates/changes?

KDE Internal Review Process

o New internal (Office of Assessment and Accountability) review process for all

alternate test materials

o Need to create schedule on deliverables and review timeline
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Meeting Agenda/Notes

Discussion

Feedback Summary from Stakeholders: One Testing Window or Two

O

O

O

Discussion: One Testing Window or Two

O

O

@)

@)

Career Readiness 2021-2022 (Sheri & U’Sellis)

O

Additional Discussion Items

O

Final Thoughts/Comments
Adjourn

Teacher, Parent & DOSE Advisory Feedback
Advisory Board Feedback
DAC Advisory Feedback

Psychometrician Feedback
KDE Leadership weighs in with decision on one vs two testing windows
Decision: 2 Window AA-AAAS

Window 1 Test Starting Date: November 15, 2021 or later

2021-2022 (Moving forward)

Accountability System-questions (Quality of School Safety/Climate for alternate
assessment)

Online Assessments (start considerations moving forward to the development of an
online assessment.) Start thinking of options/what that might look like.

Follow up for Online discussions and standards work/add to bi-weekly call agenda
(possible option)
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July 28, 2021
Public comment sought on proposed alternate assessment participation waiver

(FRANKFORT, KY) — The Kentucky Department of Education (KDE) is seeking public
comment on a request to the U.S. Department of Education (USED) to extend the waiver
related to the number of students participating in the alternate assessment aligned with
alternate academic achievement standards (AA-AAAS).

The AA-AAAS is aligned with alternate academic achievement standards on the annual
statewide Kentucky Summative Assessment, formerly known as the Kentucky Performance
Rating for Educational Progress (K-PREP) test.

The Elementary and Secondary Education Act of 1965 (ESEA) - as amended by the Every
Student Succeeds Act (ESSA), Section 1111(b)(2)(D) and its corresponding regulation 34 CFR
200.6(c) and (d) - contains requirements for students with the most significant cognitive
disabilities to participate in statewide testing through the use of AA-AAAS.

According to federal law, no more than 1.0% of the total number of students participating in a
statewide assessment such as the Kentucky Summative Assessment may take the alternate
assessment in each subject area tested.

Data from the 2020-2021 school year shows that slightly more than 1.0% of Kentucky’s
students participated in AA-AAAS. Under 34 C.F.R. §200.6(c)(4), if a state anticipates it will
exceed the cap for any subject for which assessments are administered in a school year, the
state may request that the U.S. secretary of education waive the cap for the relevant subject for
one year. KDE plans to submit a request to extend the waiver to USED in reading, mathematics
and science.

To receive an extended waiver, KDE must:
e Gather data on the characteristics of students participating in the AA-AAAS;

e Determine whether only those students who have significant cognitive disabilities are
participating;

e Monitor alternate assessment data and request justification from all districts exceeding
1% participation in any subject; and

e Address any disproportionality in the percentage of students taking the alternate
assessment.

As outlined in the 2020-2021 Kentucky’s 1.0% Waiver Request for Reading, Mathematics and
Science, the KDE Office of Special Education and Early Leaming (OSEEL), regional special
education cooperatives and school districts have worked collaboratively to develop and
implement guidance, training and monitoring to ensure only the students with the most significant
cognitive disabilities are participating in the AA-AAAS. The proposed waiver details the progress
made in 2020-2021 and the 2021-2022 school year plan.

The proposed waiver is available on KDE’s website. General information on Kentucky’s AA-
AAAS is available on KDE’s Alternate K-Prep webpage.

The public comment period will be July 28, 2021 through August 11, 2021. The public may
send written comments on the proposed waiver to Sylvia Starkey, Director, Division of IDEA
Monitoring and Results, Office of Special Education and Early Learning, Kentucky
Department of Education, 300 Sower Blvd., Fourth Floor, Frankfort, KY 40601. Comments



https://1.next.westlaw.com/Link/Document/FullText?findType=L&amp;pubNum=1000547&amp;cite=34CFRS200.2&amp;originatingDoc=NA3530230BD6D11E6AE80FBA6CA5908DD&amp;refType=VB&amp;originationContext=document&amp;transitionType=DocumentItem&amp;contextData=(sc.UserEnteredCitation)&amp;co_pp_7b9b000044381

https://education.ky.gov/AA/Assessments/kprep/Pages/Alternate-K-PREP.aspx



also may be submitted by email to Sylvia.Starkey@education.ky.gov, by telephone at (502)
564-4970 or by fax at (502) 564-4124.
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Categories for Risk Ratio Calculation

Subjects Student Groups
» Reading (Elementary/Middle) Race
» Math (Elementary/Middle) Gender

o Writing
(Elementary/Middle/High)

» Science (Elementary/Middle)

Free/Reduced Lunch Eligible
English Learners
Migrant

» Social Studies
(Elementary/Middle)

- English Il (High)
- Algebra Il (High)
« US History (High)

vV VvV VvV VvV Vv VY

Homeless






Calculation — Risk Ratio

A risk ratio is the comparison of two different risks:

The risk for a specific student group to participate
in alternate assessment

Compared To

The risk for all students NOT in that student group to
participate in alternate assessment






Example

White students taking alternate assessment: 2

All white students assessed in the district: 250
Non-white students taking alternate assessment: 4
Non-white students assessed in the district: 2000

Risk of white students taking alt. assessment: 2/250 = 0.008
= 0.8%

Risk of non- white students taking alt. assessment: 4/2000 =
0.002 =0.2%

Risk ratio = 0.8/0.2 = 4.00

White students are 4.00 times more likely than non-white
students to take the alternate assessment
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