
                                        

  

        
                           

                                 
                     

                     
                                 

                        
                        

     

                              
                             

                                

                                 
                                 
                                      

  
         

   
  
  

  

   

      

                                   

                                                      
                 

                             

                                      

                                              
                           

                                                      
                 
                                 

                                  

Activity 3c: Dinner Time Recommended Grades: 4–5 

Activity Instructions 

1. Each family determines a budget for the meal and 
records it on the budget sheet. This might be based on 
the number of family members dining out. 

2. Each family member reviews the menus, records 
his/her selection (# and item) on a plate, and totals the 
cost for his/her individual meal. Remember to include 
entrées, any additional sides, and beverages in the 
total. 

3. Record the cost of each family member’s meal on the 
budget sheet and total the cost for the family. 

4. Did you stay within budget? How much money is left? 

5. Suppose you want to go for ice cream after dinner. Will 
there be enough money left for ice cream? If not, how 
might you adjust your dinner choices to leave room for ice cream? 

Virtual Game Link: 
https://jamboard.google.com/d/1V1kESR2g-TjYe1LHPgtkLwS2GD91wGPNdPKDesG88sg/copy 

Family Prompts 

● Encourage your child to estimate costs prior to selecting menu items. 

● About how much should an individual meal cost if each family member has an equal share of the 
budget? (Estimate to whole-dollar amounts.) 

● About how much money should be estimated for beverages? 

● Discuss family meal selections. Which is highest in cost? Which is lowest? 

● Encourage your child to consider menu options to remain within budget. How can you check 
your option to be sure you have enough money? 

● Although taxes and a server’s tip are not included in this activity, you may want to discuss this 

cost with your child. 

● Can you explain what you did to figure out your menu? 

● Would it help to make a diagram or draw a picture? 

https://jamboard.google.com/d/1V1kESR2g-TjYe1LHPgtkLwS2GD91wGPNdPKDesG88sg/copy
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