
Andy Beshear Lt. Gov. Jacqueline Coleman 
Governor   Secretary 

Education and Workforce 
Development Cabinet 

#TeamKDE #TeamKentucky An Equal Opportunity Employer M/F/D 

Jason E. Glass, Ed.D. 
Commissioner of Education and Chief Learner 

KENTUCKY DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION 
300 Sower Boulevard • Frankfort, Kentucky 40601 
Phone: (502) 564-3141 • www.education.ky.gov 

November 13, 2020 

Patrick Rooney 
Director, School Support and Accountability Programs 
Office of Elementary and Secondary Education 
400 Maryland Ave., SW 
Washington, DC 20202 
202-453-5563
Patrick.rooney@ed.gov

Curtis J. Kinnard, Ed.D 
U.S Department of Education
Office of Special Education Programs
400 Maryland Ave., SW
Washington, DC 20202
202-245-7472
Curtis.Kinnard@ed.gov

Dear Mr. Rooney and Dr. Kinnard, 

The Every Student Succeeds Act (ESSA) amended a provision of Title 1 of the Elementary and 
Secondary Education Act of 1965 related to students participating in alternate assessments of 
each State Education Agency’s (SEA’s) statewide assessment. The ESSA requires SEAs to 
submit waiver requests to the United States Department of Education (USED) in the event they 
have more than 1.0% of their students participating in the alternate assessment. Kentucky was 
granted a waiver for the 2019-2020 school year (SY) for all subject areas. The approval letter 
Kentucky received from the U.S. Department of Education is available on the Kentucky 
Alternate Assessment Participation Waiver page. 

Pursuant to 34 C.F.R. §200.6(c)(4), the Kentucky Department of Education (KDE) hereby 
requests that the Secretary for the USED approve extension of its waiver for all subject areas for 
the 2020-2021 school year in anticipation of the state exceeding 1.0% participation in the 
alternate assessment in at least one subject based upon analysis of estimated data. 

https://education.ky.gov/specialed/excep/instresources/Documents/USDoEOSEPKYwaiv201920.pdf
https://education.ky.gov/specialed/excep/instresources/Documents/USDoEOSEPKYwaiv201920.pdf
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The KDE’s application to extend its waiver will provide evidence showing: 

• The State continues to meet the requirements set forth in 34 CFR §200.6(c)(4)(i) – (iv).
• The State provided updated information on each requirement in the previous year’s

submission.
• Due to the coronavirus (COVID-19), the KDE will provide past data and credibly

estimated data for school years 2019-2020 and 2020-2021 to determine participation
rates.

• The State has achieved substantial progress toward each component of the prior year’s
plan and timeline including:

a) a description as to how the State improved the implementation of its guidelines
for participation in the alternate assessments and reviewed its definition of
students with the most significant cognitive disabilities (see 34 CFR 200.6(d)(1));

b) a description as to how the State monitored and regularly evaluated each Local
Education Agency (LEA) to ensure that the school staff who participate as
members of an Individual Education Plan (IEP) team or other placement team
understand and implement the guidelines established by the State for participation
in the alternate assessments so that all students are appropriately assessed; and,

c) a description as to how the State continues to address any disproportionality in the
percentage of students taking the alternate assessment as identified through the
data provided.

The KDE expects the efforts outlined in the attached waiver plan will continue to reduce the 
percentage of students participating in the alternate assessment and facilitate Kentucky’s 
progress toward meeting the 1.0% statewide goal set by ESSA. 

Please contact Sylvia Starkey at Sylvia.starkey@education.ky.gov or via phone at (502) 564-
4970, extension 4118, to discuss the content of this request to extend Kentucky’s participation 
waiver or to address questions. We look forward to working with the USED staff to achieve a 
positive response to the application. 

Sincerely, 

Jason Glass, Ed.D. 
Commissioner of Education and Chief Learner 
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Kentucky 1.0% Waiver Request for 
Reading, Mathematics and Science 

ESEA section 1111(b)(2)(D) and 34 CFR 200.6(c) and (d) 
Submission to U.S. Department of Education 

November 17, 2020 

In accordance with 34 CFR 200.6(c)(4), Kentucky is providing evidence of all requirements in 
this request to extend Kentucky’s waiver. 

Requirement 1 – 34 CFR §200.6(c)(4)(i): Be submitted at least 90 days prior to the start of the 
State’s testing window for the relevant subject; 

Kentucky’s first of two assessment windows for the alternate assessment for students with 
significant cognitive disabilities has been amended for the 2020-2021 school year due to the 
impact COVID-19 had on schools and districts. The first testing window will open February 15, 
2021. On November 13, 2020, the KDE will submit a request to the USED to extend its waiver 
in reading, mathematics, and science. The date of the waiver submission meets the requirement 
of submitting at least 90 days prior to the start of Kentucky’s testing window.  

Evidence of Progress 

The KDE sought public comment for an extension of the 1.0% waiver. The KDE issued a news 
release on October 20, 2020. It was posted on KDE’s website, shared on list serves for district 
assessment coordinators and directors of special education and disseminated via e-mail to other 
advisory groups and stakeholders. The public comment posting followed the KDE protocol and 
was open for two weeks. During the public comment period, the KDE received 10 written 
comments. Documents related to the public comment period are included in SECTION 1: 
Requirement 1 (34 CFR §200.6(c)(4)(i)) of the Appendix A: Documentation of Evidence. 

After receipt of public comments, the KDE reviewed and revised the waiver accordingly and 
submitted it to the USED on November 13, 2020.  

Requirement 2 –34 CFR §200.6(c)(4)(ii): Provide state-level data, from the current or previous 
year, to show: (A) the number and percent in each subgroup who took the alternate 
assessment in the subject area; and (B) the State has measured the achievement of at least 
95% of all students and students with disabilities enrolled in the grades for which the alternate 
assessment is required.  

(A) Data on participation in alternate assessments in subject area by subgroup
Beginning March 12, 2020, all Kentucky school districts moved to virtual instruction at the 
recommendation of Governor Andy Beshear. The suspension of in-person classes continued 
through the remainder of the 2019-20 school year to further help mitigate the spread of COVID-
19 in communities across the state. 

In response to the COVID-19 crisis, the KDE applied for an assessment and accountability state 
waiver, which provided relief from the federal assessment, accountability and specific reporting 

https://kentucky.gov/Pages/Activity-stream.aspx?n=GovernorBeshear&prId=87
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requirements for the 2019-2020 school year. On March 30, 2020, the KDE received formal 
approval of the waiver from the USED). As a result, the KDE does not have current assessment 
data for the 2019-2020 school year. The KDE will provide assessment data from the 2018-2019 
school year as well as estimated participation data for the school years 2019-2020 and 2020-
2021. This estimated data is derived from alternate assessment eligibility based upon student 
IEPs at the end of the school year 2019-2020 and the beginning of the school year 2020-2021. 

During the 2019-2020 school year, the KDE conducted a review of assessment data from 
Kentucky’s statewide assessment, the Kentucky Performance Rating for Education Progress 
(K-PREP) for school year 2018-2019. The KDE determined the participation rates of students 
taking the alternate assessment was just over 1.0% in each subject area. Table one displays 
participation rates by subject area for Kentucky’s 2018-2019 alternate assessment.  

The 2018-19 data is available on the Kentucky School Report Card. 

Table 1: SY 2018-2019 Alternate Assessment Participation by Subject 

SUBJECT 
NUMBER 

PARTICIPATING 
IN ALTERNATE 
ASSESSMENT 

NUMBER 
PARTICIPATING 
IN STATEWIDE 
ASSESSMENT 

PERCENT 
PARTICIPATING 
IN ALTERNATE 
ASSESSMENT 

Reading 
(elementary/middle/high) 3,950 349,913 1.13 % 

Math 
(elementary/middle/high) 3,953 349,916 1.13 % 

Science  
(elementary /middle) 1,683 147,128 1.14 % 

In order to demonstrate the state is making progress in reducing the percentage of alternate 
assessment participation, the KDE has reviewed and analyzed past assessment data and 
estimated data for the school year 2019-2020 and the school year 2020-2021. The KDE has 
provided, in Attachment 1, the number and percentage of all students and from each subgroup of 
students, who participated in the alternate assessment in the 2018-2019 school year by subject 
area. Attachment 1 also includes an estimated number and percentage of all students and from 
each subgroup of students that are eligible for alternate assessment in the 2020-2021 school year 
based upon student IEPs.  

Table two displays estimated participation rates by subject area for the 2020-2021 school year 
based upon alternate assessment eligibility as of the start of the 2020-2021 school year.  

https://oese.ed.gov/files/2020/04/KY-Covid19-WaiverResponse.pdf
https://oese.ed.gov/files/2020/04/KY-Covid19-WaiverResponse.pdf
https://www.kyschoolreportcard.com/organization/20/academic_performance/assessment_performance/state_assessments_accountability?year=2019
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Table 2: Estimated participation rates by subject area for the 2020-2021 school year1 

SUBJECT 
ESTIMATED 

NUMBER 
PARTICIPATING 
IN ALTERNATE 
ASSESSMENT 

ESTIMATED 
NUMBER 

PARTICIPATING 
IN STATEWIDE 
ASSESSMENT 

ESTIMATED 
PERCENT 

PARTICIPATING 
IN ALTERNATE 
ASSESSMENT 

Reading 
(elem/middle/high) 

3,206 349,553 0.91 % 

Math 
(elem/middle/high) 3,206 349,553 0.91 % 

Science 
(elem/middle) 1,487 147,036 1.01 % 

Based upon the estimated school year 2020-2021 IEP data, the KDE anticipates being at or 
below the 1.0% threshold set forth in the Every Student Succeeds Act (ESSA). In the subject 
areas of reading, math and science, the percentage of students participating in the alternate 
assessment is projected to be at or under the 1.0% threshold.  However, the number of students 
assessed with an alternate assessment may change due to student identification, eligibility 
determinations and enrollment changes.  

In addition to the decrease in participation by subject area, the KDE data analysis revealed the 
overall statewide percentage of student participation (not by subject area) in the alternate 
assessment to be at or below 1.0%. This data indicates fewer students were found eligible to 
participate in the alternate assessment and are instead participating in the general statewide 
assessment with appropriate testing accommodations.  

Table three demonstrates the estimated overall statewide percentage of students who participated 
in (or were eligible for) the alternate assessment is at or below 1.0%. 

Table four demonstrates the overall statewide percentage of students eligible for the alternate 
assessment is at or below 1.0%.  

1 Estimated number and percentage of students anticipated to participate in the general assessment and alternate 
assessment based upon 2020-2021 IEP and student population data. These numbers include students who may have 
been exempt from participating and does not include students where ARCs have yet to determine assessment 
decisions for the upcoming school year. 
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Table 3: Statewide Participation (not by subject) 

School Year 
Number of Students 

Participating in 
Alternate Assessment 

Number of Students 
Participating in 

Statewide General 
Assessments 

Percent of Students 
Participating in 

Alternate Assessment 

2020-20212 3,681 395,080 0.92% 

2019-20203 4,151 408,927 1.00% 

2018-2019 4,918 496,407 0.98% 
2017-2018 5,477 496,074   1.09% 

2016-2017 5,911 499,674 1.17% 

Table 4: Statewide percentage of students eligible to participate in the alternate assessment 
(not by subject area) 

School Year 
Number of Students 
Eligible to Participate 

in the Alternate 
Assessment 

Number of Students 
Statewide 

Percentage of Students 
Eligible to Participate 

in the Alternate 
Assessment 

2020-20214 5,234 664,602 0.78% 

2019-20205 5,687 666,785 0.85% 

2018-2019 5,505 654,068 0.84% 
2017-2018 6,242 648,369  0.96% 

2016-2017 6,380 656,588 0.97% 

2 Estimated number and percentage of students anticipated to participate in the general assessment and alternate 
assessment based upon 2020-2021 IEP and student population data. These numbers include students who may be 
exempt from participating. The projected number of students eligible for an alternate assessment may change due to 
student identifications, eligibility determinations and enrollment changes. 
3 Estimated number and percentage of students who may have participated in the general assessment and alternate 
assessment based upon end of year 2019-2020 IEP and student population data. These numbers include students 
who may have been exempt from participating. The projected number of students eligible for an alternate 
assessment may change due to student identifications, eligibility determinations and enrollment changes. 
4 Number and percentage of students eligible to participate in the general assessment and alternate assessment based 
upon 2020-2021 IEP and student population data. These numbers include students who may be exempt from 
participating. The projected number of students eligible for an alternate assessment may change due to student 
identifications, eligibility determinations and enrollment changes. 
5 Number and percentage of students eligible to participate in the general assessment and alternate assessment based 
upon end of year 2019-2020 IEP and student population data. These numbers include students who may have been 
exempt from participating.  
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Evidence of Progress 

The KDE analyzed a variety of sources to measure progress made in the data and previous 
waiver plan. The three-year (2016-2019) data trend in Table four indicates steady decreases in 
the number of students found eligible to participate in the alternate assessment and in the number 
of districts who are assessing over 1.0% of students using an alternate assessment. Table five 
demonstrates the change in the percentage of students participating in the alternate assessment 
during the 2018-2019 school year including the estimated percentage of students who would 
have participated in alternate assessment for the 2019-2020 school year. Based upon the 
estimated number and percentage of students anticipated to participate in the general assessment 
and alternate assessment, based upon IEP and student population data, the KDE anticipates at or 
below 1.0% participation in the subject areas of reading, math and science for the 2020-2021 
school year. However, the projected number of students assessed with an alternate assessment 
may change due to student identifications, eligibility determinations and enrollment changes 
during the 2020-2021 school year. 

Table 5: SY 2018-2019 and Estimated SY 2019-2020 Alternate Assessment Participation by 
Subject  

SUBJECT 

SY 2018-2019 
PERCENT 
PARTICIPATING IN 
ALTERNATE 
ASSESSMENT 

SY 2019-2020 
ESTIMATED PERCENT 
PARTICIPATING IN 
ALTERNATE 
ASSESSMENT 

ESTIMATED PERCENT 
CHANGE BETWEEN SY 
2018-2019 & 2019-2020 

Reading 
(elem/middle/high) 1.15% 0.99% - 0.16%

Mathematics 
(elem/middle/high) 1.15% 0.99% - 0.16%

Science 
(elem/middle/high) 

1.21% 1.01% - 0.20%

Additionally, the KDE reported a decrease in the percentage of districts in Kentucky who 
assessed more than 1.0% of their students using an alternate assessment in one or more subjects 
over the past three school years. Table six demonstrates a decrease in districts assessing more 
than 1.0% of students using the alternate assessment in one or more subject areas. The KDE 
anticipates this decrease to continue with the sustained implementation of the participation 
guidelines, additional training and improved monitoring plan. This data shows the ongoing 
efforts the KDE, regional cooperatives, local school districts and other stakeholders to be 
responsive to the individual needs of students with the most significant cognitive disabilities. 
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Table 6: Districts assessing more than 1.0% of their students using an alternate assessment 

School Year Number of Districts 
Exceeding 1.0% AA 
Participation in At 
Least One Subject 

Percentage of Districts 
Exceeding 1.0% AA 
Participation in At Least One 
Subject 

2019-20206 93 54% 
2018-2019 132 77% 
2017-2018 144 83% 
2016-2017 173 98% 

(B) Data showing at least 95% participation overall and for students with disabilities
subgroup 

Kentucky has met or exceeded the federal guidelines set at 95% participation for all students, 
including students with disabilities, in the K-PREP assessment. Table seven demonstrates that 
the state assessed at least 95% of all students and 95% of students with disabilities (SWD) during 
the 2018-2019 school year.  Based upon trend data analysis, the KDE anticipates meeting the 
federal guidelines for participation in the 2020-2021 school year.  

Table 7: 2018-2019 Overall Statewide, Assessed by Subject 

Subject Enrolled Assessed Percent 
Tested 

Reading/Language Arts (R/LA) - All 
Students Total 
Grades 3 - 8 and High School (HS) 

306,072 303,744 99.24% 

Reading/Language Arts -SWD Total 
Grades 3 - 8 and HS 

47,929 47,293 98.67% 

Mathematics - All Students Total 
Grades 3 - 8 and HS 

306,072 303,744 99.24% 

Mathematics - SWD Total 
Grades 3 - 8 and HS 

47,942 47,300 98.66% 

Science - All Students Total 
Grades 3 - 8 and HS 

129,967 128,618 98.96% 

Science - SWD Total 
Grades 3 - 8 and HS 

18,915 18,618 98.43% 

6 Projected number of districts identified as possibly exceeding 1.0% participation for 2019-2020 is based upon the 
number of students eligible for alternate assessment and overall population of students as of April 2020.  
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Requirement 3 (34 CFR §200.6(c)(4)(iii)): Provide assurances that the state has verified that 
each LEA that the state anticipates will assess more than 1.0% of its assessed students in a 
subject using the AA-AAAS did the following: (A) followed the state’s participation 
guidelines; and (B) will address any disproportionality in the students taking the AA-AAAS. 

(A) Assurance that districts over 1.0% followed the state’s participation guidelines

Due to the COVID-19 pandemic and the lack of assessment data for the 2019-2020 school year, 
the KDE required written assurances from all 171 current Kentucky school districts that each 
local IEP team, known in Kentucky as the Admissions and Release Committee (ARC), follows 
the Kentucky Alternate Assessment Participation Guidelines. Each district assured the KDE that 
ARC members used the participation guidelines to (1) make assessment participation decisions 
and (2) informed parents or guardians of the implications of participation in the alternate 
assessment. The district also provided assurances that they addressed any disproportionality in 
the percentage of students within each subgroup taking the alternate assessment. 

The KDE will use 2019-2020 school year alternate assessment eligibility and student enrollment 
data to identify the school districts that may have exceeded 1.0% participation in the alternate 
assessment in at least one subject area. Those districts will be required to provide the KDE with a 
detailed justification for exceeding the 1.0% threshold.  

When KDE has participation data for the 2020-2021 school year, KDE will contact all districts 
who exceed the 1.0% participation rate and require those districts to provide KDE with a detailed 
justification for exceeding the 1.0% threshold.  

Evidence of Progress 

The request for written assurances sent to districts is included in Attachment 2. The 2020-2021 
District Alternate Assessment Participation Assurances are located on the Kentucky Alternate 
Assessment Participation Waiver page of the KDE website.  

A State must require an LEA that assesses more than 1.0% of its students in any subject with an 
alternate assessment to submit information to the State justifying the need to exceed the 1.0% 
threshold. With the release of the 2018-2019 final data, school districts who assessed more than 
1.0% of their assessed students in any subject of the alternate assessment were sent data along 
with instructions on completing a justification process. The KDE developed the Justification 
Requirement Form to lead school districts through a root cause analysis to determine why the 
district assessed more than 1.0% of the student body using the alternate assessment. The Local 
District Justifications for Alternate Assessment Participation (2018-2019 School Year 
Assessment Data) results from the justification requirement form are published and available on 
the Kentucky Alternate Assessment Participation Waiver page of the KDE website. 

The Justification Requirement Form required districts to report and document: 

• district use of the alternate assessment participation guidelines

https://education.ky.gov/specialed/excep/instresources/Documents/KY_Alternate_Assessment_Participation_Guidelines_Documentation_Form.pdf
https://education.ky.gov/specialed/excep/instresources/Documents/DstrctAltAsmntPrtcptnAssurances.pdf
https://education.ky.gov/specialed/excep/instresources/Documents/DstrctAltAsmntPrtcptnAssurances.pdf
https://education.ky.gov/specialed/excep/instresources/Pages/Kentucky-Alternate-Assessment-Participation-Waiver-.aspx
https://education.ky.gov/specialed/excep/instresources/Pages/Kentucky-Alternate-Assessment-Participation-Waiver-.aspx
https://education.ky.gov/specialed/excep/instresources/Documents/2019_20DisAssurAltAssessPar.pdf
https://education.ky.gov/specialed/excep/instresources/Documents/2019_20DisAssurAltAssessPar.pdf
https://education.ky.gov/specialed/excep/instresources/Documents/2019_20DisAssurAltAssessPar.pdf
https://education.ky.gov/specialed/excep/instresources/Pages/Kentucky-Alternate-Assessment-Participation-Waiver-.aspx
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• district training needs
• description of appropriate training, support and oversight provided to ARC members
• justification(s) for exceeding 1.0% participation
• analysis of alternate assessment eligibility data
• descriptions of the monitoring process the school district put in place to monitor alternate

assessment participation and possible disproportionality in participation
The KDE will continue to provide guidance, support and oversight to all districts that exceed or 
anticipate exceeding the 1.0% threshold. More information on the KDE plan for guidance and 
oversight are provided in Requirement 4(B)—34 CFR §200.6(c)(4)(iv) below.   

B) Assurance that districts over 1.0% will address any disproportionality in the students
taking the AA-AAAS. 

The KDE designed the Justification Requirement Form to lead school districts in a root cause 
analysis to determine why more than 1.0% of the student body participated in the alternate 
assessment. The justification required school districts to provide descriptions of the processes put 
in place to monitor alternate assessment participation and possible disproportionality in 
participation.   

The KDE will continue to provide guidance and training on calculating, identifying and 
addressing disproportionality in alternate assessment participation through beginning of year 
training videos. Disproportionality is also discussed within the KDE provided Comprehensive 
Coordinated Early Intervening Service (CCEIS) trainings.  

The KDE will continue to provide school districts and regional cooperatives with statewide and 
district-level data based on a risk ratio calculation to ensure districts are able to address any 
disproportionality in the students taking the alternate assessments.  

Evidence of Progress 

The KDE examined state-level and district-level disproportionality data by subgroup and subject 
area for the 2018-2019 school year. The KDE determined whether subgroups had a risk of 
disproportionate participation in the alternate assessment by using a disproportionality rate 
comparison. For the analysis, the KDE uses a rate comparison without a threshold. The rate 
comparison identifies when the data for any group is disproportionate from that of others not in 
the measured group. Any disproportionality rate greater than 1.0 means the examined group is 
identified that many times more likely than those not in that group. If the disproportionality rate 
of the measured group is less than 1.0, then the group is less likely to be identified than those not 
in the group. The KDE identified high rates of disproportionality (rate of 2.0 or greater) in all 
subject areas among those students eligible for free or reduced lunch.  
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The KDE, in collaboration with school districts, addressed disproportionality in subgroups taking 
the alternate assessment through multiple activities. These activities included: 

• calculation and analysis of subgroup participation rates and disproportionality rate
comparisons in each subject area provided to districts for analysis;

• an off-site review conducted by the KDE of student records for 53 school districts to
determine whether the students had been appropriately identified as meeting all eligibility
criteria to participate in the alternate assessment; and

• record reviews conducted by school districts in collaboration with Kentucky’s special
educational regional cooperative for a sample of students eligible for the alternate
assessment using the Alternate Assessment Participation Guidelines Record Review
Document.

The KDE provided guidance and training on calculating, identifying and addressing 
disproportionality in alternate assessment participation through annual Beginning of Year and 
End of Year Trainings for all districts. The KDE also discussed disproportionality during the 
Comprehensive Coordinated Early Intervening Service (CCEIS) trainings in 2019-2020 and will 
continue in the 2020-2021 school year. Attachment 3 is a list of those trainings and meetings 
provided to school districts, regional training centers and regional special education cooperatives 
where disproportionality was discussed. 

The KDE will continue to provide school districts and regional cooperatives with statewide and 
district-level data based upon a risk ratio calculation to ensure school districts are able to address 
any disproportionality in the students taking the alternate assessment. The KDE will use 2020-
2021 assessment participation data and eligibility data to continue to address disproportionality, 
by subgroup, in the percentage of students taking an alternate assessment through statewide data 
analysis, school district level data analysis and the targeted monitoring process. 

School districts, in collaboration with regional special education cooperatives, will continue to 
review due process files of students eligible to participate in the alternate assessment in order to 
determine that appropriate assessments are being provided and that subgroups are not being 
disproportionately identified.  

Requirement 4—34 CFR §200.6(c)(4)(iv) The SEA must submit a plan and timeline by which 
the following will be accomplished: (A) State will improve the implementation of its guidelines 
for participation in the AA-AAAS, including by reviewing and, if necessary, revising its 
definition of students with the most significant cognitive disabilities (B) State will take 
additional steps to support and provide oversight to each LEA that the State anticipates will 
exceed the 1.0% threshold to ensure that only students with the most significant cognitive 
disabilities take an alternate assessment. The State must describe how it will monitor and 
regularly evaluate each such LEA to ensure that the LEA provides sufficient training such 
that school staff who participate as members of an individualized education program (IEP) 
team or other placement team understand and implement the guidelines established by the 

https://education.ky.gov/specialed/excep/instresources/Documents/2018%20Alternate%20Assessment%20Participation%20Guidelines%20Record%20Review%20Document.pdf
https://education.ky.gov/specialed/excep/instresources/Documents/2018%20Alternate%20Assessment%20Participation%20Guidelines%20Record%20Review%20Document.pdf
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State for participation in AA-AAAS so that all students are appropriately assessed; and (C) 
State will address any disproportionality in the percentage of students taking the alternate 
assessment. 

(A) Plan and timeline for improving the implementation of its guidelines for participation
in the AA-AAAS, including reviewing and, if necessary, revising its definition of students
with the most significant cognitive disabilities.

During the 2019-2020 school year, the KDE, in collaboration with the Alternate Assessment and 
Diploma Advisory Group (AADAG), continued to meet and focus on data analysis, training 
development and guidance to reduce the percentage of students participating in the alternate 
assessment. The 2019-2020 state waiver plan for alternate assessment participation included 
developing improved parent resources and public reporting of both statewide alternate 
assessment data and district justification responses. The KDE developed and provided  guidance 
and tools to districts through email, communication (emails, phone calls and meetings) from the 
local special education cooperatives and through the Kentucky Alternate Assessment 
Participation Waiver resource page on the KDE website. The KDE reported statewide 
assessment data and justification responses on the KDE website. Based upon feedback from 
districts and stakeholder groups, the KDE, in collaboration with the AADAG, developed new 
resources for parents during the 2019-2020 school year. These resources included a new training 
module for parents, an updated Parent Guide: Kentucky Alternate Assessment and a new 
alternate assessment informational brochure for parents.  

Due to the sudden transition to remote learning due to COVID-19, school districts shifted their 
focus to planning for instruction, feeding students and providing services needed for students 
with disabilities. Districts were in immediate need of assistance from the KDE to determine ways 
to educate, feed and support students during extended school closures and remote learning. The 
KDE postponed many in-person meetings and advisory group sessions in order to assist districts 
and provide guidance. Before the COVID-19 delay began in March 2020, the AADAG drafted 
the parent module, informational brochure for parents and reviewed the Parent Guide for edits. 
The KDE put the final editing and approval process on hold until the agency could manage the 
immediate needs of the districts concerning COVID-19 guidance around instruction, feeding 
students and supporting students with disabilities.  

For the 2020-2021 school year, the AADAG will proceed with meeting virtually to complete the 
guidance and resource development and to review the results of the 2019-2020 participation 
guidelines’ monitoring results. The AADAG has scheduled meetings for the Fall of 2020 and the 
Winter of 2021 to complete the work. The KDE will continue to work with OSEP funded 
technical assistance centers, such as the National Center on Educational Outcomes (NCEO) and 
the IDEA Data Center (IDC) to support the agency’s ongoing work around students with 
significant disabilities. The KDE will continue to participate in the NCEO 1.0% cap 
Communities of Practice and other convenings to improve the KDE’s ongoing work for students 

https://education.ky.gov/specialed/excep/instresources/Pages/Kentucky-Alternate-Assessment-Participation-Waiver-.aspx
https://education.ky.gov/specialed/excep/instresources/Pages/Kentucky-Alternate-Assessment-Participation-Waiver-.aspx
https://education.ky.gov/specialed/excep/instresources/Documents/Parent_Guide_to_Alternate_K-Prep.pdf
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with the most significant cognitive disabilities. The KDE will continue to seek feedback from 
stakeholders to review, and will, if necessary, revise its guidelines for participation in the 
alternate assessment and its definition of students with the most significant cognitive disabilities. 
Once any needed revisions are completed, the KDE will seek feedback on the new and updated 
parent resources from the KY-SPIN (Kentucky Special Parent Involvement Network) Parent 
Center, which is a statewide training center funded by the U.S. Department of Education. The 
KY-SPIN Parent Center provides training, information and support for children and youth (birth 
through 26 years old) with all types of disabilities, their parents, families and professionals. KY-
SPIN includes parents, consumers and professionals as members of its board of directors.  

Through a desk review monitoring process, the KDE will review ARC documented evidence 
supporting the student was appropriately identified as meeting all eligibility criteria to participate 
in the alternate assessment. In addition, the KDE will use file review feedback and alternate 
assessment training to make certain that district ARCs understand the possible implications of 
participating in the alternate assessment.  

Evidence of Progress 

Kentucky’s previous waiver plan included creating and updating the 1.0% Training Modules for 
ARC members on how to prepare and complete the participation guidelines. The KDE and 
AADAG updated the annual review module and improved the ability for districts to include 
group training and group management for administrators. The University of Kentucky (UK) 
Learning Management System group management feature provides district administrators with 
tools for the scheduling and monitoring of training module completion and course work for staff. 

The KDE has continued to work with NCEO and IDC to support the agency’s ongoing work 
around students with significant cognitive disabilities. The KDE participated and presented in 
NCEO 1.0% cap Community of Practice webinar meetings and in other state-sponsored 
convenings to improve the agency’ s ongoing work pertaining to students with significant 
cognitive disabilities and their participation in alternate assessments. 

The KDE hosted a Director of Special Education (DoSE) Institute in September 2019. All local 
districts attended the Institute. Information from the  DoSE institute is located on the DoSE 2019 
Materials page of the KDE website. The Division of IDEA Monitoring and Results (DIMR) led a 
session on alternate assessment participation and the 1.0% waiver. The session provided 
information on: 

• ESSA requirements;  
• current Kentucky participation and eligibility data;  
• analysis of 2018-2019 alternate assessment participation monitoring results; and 
• challenges, successes and common themes determined through justification and 

monitoring processes. 

https://www.hdilearning.org/course-catalog/?woo_category=432
https://www.hdilearning.org/group-management-feature/
https://education.ky.gov/specialed/Pages/DOSE2019.aspx
https://education.ky.gov/specialed/Pages/DOSE2019.aspx
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The Kentucky regional special education cooperatives provided ongoing training for district staff 
on the alternate assessment participation guidelines, Kentucky Academic Standards training for 
students on alternate assessment, coaching sessions and podcasts. The trainings also included the 
opportunity for participants to engage in mock ARC meetings involving the alternative 
assessment decision-making process. The nine special education cooperatives provided monthly 
meetings, coaching sessions and collaboratively conducted record reviews with districts. In total, 
the special education cooperatives provided over 60 trainings for district staff working with 
students participating in the alternate assessment. An example of the meetings and trainings is 
included in Attachment 4. More information on each special education cooperatives can be found 
on their websites located on the Kentucky Educational Cooperatives page of the KDE website.   

The KDE has presented information on alternate assessment participation and the waiver each 
year at the Council for Exceptional Children’s conference (CEC) along with presenting and 
collaborating with the Council of Chief State School Officers (CCSSO) Assessing Special 
Education Students (ASES). 

Although the additional parent resources were not able to be completed in the 2019-2020 school 
year as a result COVID-19 delays, the KDE, in collaboration with the AADAG, was able to 
make progress on developing those resources as describe in the previous waiver plan. The KDE 
and the AADAG will complete these resources in the 2020-2021 school year (see Attachment 5 
for AADAG meeting dates).  

(B) The State will take additional steps to support and provide oversight to each LEA that
the State anticipates will exceed the 1.0% threshold to ensure that only students with the 
most significant cognitive disabilities take an AA-AAAS. The State must describe how it 
will monitor and regularly evaluate each such LEA to ensure that the LEA provides 
sufficient training such that school staff who participate as members of an individualized 
education program (IEP) team or other placement team understand and implement the 
guidelines established by the State for participation in AA-AAAS so that all students are 
appropriately assessed. 

The KDE will continue to provide support to each district through updated guidance, coaching 
and training sessions provided by the regional special education cooperatives. More information 
about the regional special education cooperatives and trainings being offered can be located on 
each Kentucky Educational Cooperatives webpage.  

In the previous waiver plan, the KDE described the updated monitoring plan that was revised in 
April 2019. The KDE completed the monitoring process using 2018-2019 school year data as 
made available by the agency in the spring of 2020.  

In order to conduct a thorough monitoring of students taking the alternate assessment, the KDE 
reviewed a variety of sources of data: 

• Districts over 1%-2% in 2018-19

https://education.ky.gov/comm/about/Pages/Kentucky-Education-and-Special-Education-Cooperatives.aspx
https://education.ky.gov/comm/about/Pages/Kentucky-Education-and-Special-Education-Cooperatives.aspx
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• Districts under 1% in 2018-2019
• Districts with alternate assessment participants not identified in disability categories

indicative of a cognitive disability
• District Justification Responses
• District Learner Characteristic Inventory (LCI) data for high functioning students on

alternate assessment
• Benchmark Report (includes achievement levels on statewide assessments for the

students’ entire school career)
• Districts exceeding 1% in more than one subject over multiple years

The KDE also partners with the UK Human Development Institute (HDI) to provide universal 
trainings to all districts. The Learning Management System allows district administrators and 
KDE staff to monitor and track completion of trainings annually. When appropriate, the KDE 
will continue to ask that districts provide confirmation of trainings completed during the data 
verification process. 

Evidence of Progress 

Districts who assessed more than 1.0% of their students using the alternate assessments during 
the 2018-2019 school year submitted a Justification Requirement Form to the KDE in February 
2020. The first purpose of the submitted Justification Requirement Form was for districts to 
assure the KDE that they identified as eligible for the alternate assessment only those students 
with the most significant cognitive disabilities. The second purpose was to ensure ARC members 
completed the required training modules and that the district or regional special education 
cooperative provided them with sufficient training as needed. A summary of the Kentucky 
Alternate Assessment: Local District Justifications for Alternate Assessment Participation (2018-
2019 School Year Assessment Data) is located on the Kentucky Waiver page of the KDE 
website. 

To identify specific supports and oversight needed statewide, regionally and by district, the KDE 
reviewed and analyzed the submissions from districts and feedback from regional special 
education cooperative consultants. The KDE developed a scale-up plan to address needs 
identified by the participation data. Several districts communicated a need for additional training. 
The KDE shared those requests with the districts’ respective regional special education 
cooperatives for further support. Six of the 172 Kentucky school districts, in school year 2019-
2020, indicated they do not currently have a process in place to monitor alternate assessment 
participation. However, they are presently developing processes including record reviews, 
regular and ongoing monitoring by the district DoSEs and forming a committee to develop a 
districtwide process. Some Kentucky school districts explained that, due to small population 
size, they review participation of every student individually, so a districtwide plan was not 
necessary. The KDE strongly recommended that districts establish a process to review and 
monitor the identification of students taking the alternate assessment to ensure only the students 
with the most significant cognitive disabilities are taking an alternate assessment. The KDE 

https://education.ky.gov/specialed/excep/instresources/Documents/2019_20DisAssurAltAssessPar.pdf
https://education.ky.gov/specialed/excep/instresources/Documents/2019_20DisAssurAltAssessPar.pdf
https://education.ky.gov/specialed/excep/instresources/Documents/2019_20DisAssurAltAssessPar.pdf
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provided steps a district can take to develop a process to monitor the identification of students for 
the alternate assessment. Those recommendations are included in the Alternate Assessment 
Participation Guidelines Participation Record Review Document. 

As part of the scale-up plan, the KDE and the AADAG have revised the targeted monitoring 
process again for 2020 to determine if ARCs made IDEA eligibility decisions for alternate 
assessment participation consistent and in alignment with federal and state laws and regulations 
pursuant to 34 CFR 300.320(a)(6)(ii) and 707 KAR 1:320, Section 5. The revisions to the 
monitoring process included:  

• an increase in the number of districts reviewed
• an increase in number of student files reviewed
• a revision to the Data Verification Report including

o clarifications of identified noncompliance as requested in district feedback
o new required actions based upon review findings

• a review of the statewide alternate assessment benchmark report to monitor student
achievement levels and statewide assessment participation (general or alternate
assessment)

All Kentucky school districts were subject to a data review, and when a district met one or more 
of the criteria below, the DIMR completed a desk audit review. In the desk audit review, the 
DIMR conducted an examination of a sample of student due process files. The criteria for 
determining whether a district required additional monitoring included quantitative and 
qualitative data as described above in Requirement 3(B). Some of those criteria included: 

a) The district exceeded 1.0% alternate assessment participation based on 2018-2019
assessment data.

b) The district exceeded the 2018-2019 statewide and district-level disproportionality ratio
in at least one area based upon students eligible to participate in the alternate assessment.

c) The district identified students as eligible who showed characteristics not typical of
students with the most significant cognitive disabilities based upon data and information
derived from Learner Characteristics Inventories.

d) The district demonstrated an increase in alternate assessment participation over multiple
years.

e) The district responses justifying the need to exceed 1.0% alternate assessment
participation required further examination.

In 2018-2019, the KDE reviewed a sample of student files obtained across 39 Kentucky school 
districts. As part of its scale-up plan, the KDE has increased the number of districts and student 
files reviewed since the 2018-2019 school year to ensure the validity of student sampling. The 
KDE’s 2019-2020 desk audit review included a sample of student files from 53 districts that met 
at least one of the criteria listed above. 

https://education.ky.gov/specialed/excep/instresources/Documents/2018%20Alternate%20Assessment%20Participation%20Guidelines%20Record%20Review%20Document.pdf
https://education.ky.gov/specialed/excep/instresources/Documents/2018%20Alternate%20Assessment%20Participation%20Guidelines%20Record%20Review%20Document.pdf
https://apps.legislature.ky.gov/law/kar/707/001/320.pdf
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During the 2020-2021 school year, the KDE will monitor alternate assessment participation 
through a desk audit review based upon the above-described process.  The KDE will make a new 
update to the Data Verification Report which includes a requirement for the school district to 
complete a root cause analysis and corrective action plan (CAP) if the KDE identifies any 
noncompliance. Each Kentucky school district will have the support of an exceptional children 
consultant from KDE as the CAP lead and support from the regional special education 
cooperative throughout the CAP process. The KDE held a virtual meeting with the regional 
cooperative special education directors on August 5, 2020 to discuss the upcoming changes. The 
KDE shared updates to the process with Kentucky’s school districts through monthly regional 
special education cooperative meetings and updates will be disseminated to the districts via 
additional guidance this winter.  

To ensure that districts provide sufficient training to school staff who participate as members of 
an ARC understand and implement the guidelines so that all students are appropriately assessed, 
the KDE updated the annual review module and sent, by email, the updated guidance on the 
Alternate Assessment Module Plan to the special education regional cooperatives to in turn share 
with districts (see Attachment 6 for the module plan).  

(C) The State will address any disproportionality in the percentage of students taking the
alternate assessment.

The KDE will continue to address any disproportionality in the percentage of students in any 
subgroup taking the alternate assessment through a variety of activities including: 

• Calculating and analyzing alternate assessment participation rates among subgroups at
the state and district levels;

• Comparing subgroup data for multiple school years to identify any trends in subgroup
participation;

• Calculating and analyzing statewide and district-level data using a disproportionality rate
comparison;

• Improving and implementing the KDE’s scale-up plan to include an updated targeted
monitoring process to determine whether the disproportionate representation of students
in subgroups is due to inappropriate identification under the IDEA;

• Reviewing district justifications to examine and identify district-level processes in place
to address disproportionality, specific support and guidance needed for districts and any
unusual patterns in the data;

• Engaging with stakeholder groups to address disproportionality and to make certain only
students with the most significant cognitive disabilities are participating in the alternate
assessments;
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• Maintaining and updating guidance and training resources on the KDE website; and 

• Making assessment data publicly available. 

As required under the IDEA, Kentucky’s State Advisory Council for Exceptional Children 
(SACEC) provides guidance to the KDE with respect to special education and related services 
for children with disabilities in Kentucky. The SACEC has continued to meet quarterly to 
provide KDE with valuable input and feedback to assist in setting future goals to address 
disproportionality. The KDE will continue to provide guidance and regional training specific to 
calculating and addressing disproportionality at KDE and CCEIS meetings and trainings.   

Evidence of Progress 

As stated in Requirement 4 (B)(a), the KDE scaled-up the monitoring plan for the 2019-2020 
school year. The KDE increased the number of school districts and student files reviewed, and 
the KDE included more detailed clarification and feedback in its reports.  

To address any inappropriate identification and documentation of alternate assessment eligibility, 
the KDE provided districts with a Data Verification Report including individual student record 
feedback. The report also described and explained when the documented evidence did not 
support that the student had a significant cognitive disability. In those instances, the Data 
Verification Report informed the districts that it was necessary for them to reconvene an ARC to 
discuss and document completion of the Kentucky Alternate Assessment Participation 
Guidelines to determine if the student was identified for the appropriate state assessment.  

The KDE compared school years 2016-2017, 2017-2018 and 2018-2019 participation and 
disproportionality data among subgroups to identify any trends in subgroup participation. In 
2016-2017, the subgroup with disproportionality risk ratios above 2.0 in every subject area was 
students eligible for free or reduced-price meals. In 2017-2018, the statewide disproportionality 
risk ratios for that subgroup decreased in all subject areas at the elementary and middle school 
levels and decreased for high school students in the subject areas of writing, mathematics and 
social studies. The statewide disproportionality data also indicated a decrease in the risk ratio for 
50% of the subgroup categories. Due to an increase in the risk ratio for high school students in 
the subgroup of Pacific Islander students, the KDE reviewed alternate assessment participation 
for all students in this subgroup. Through record reviews, the KDE found ARCs made alternate 
assessment eligibility decisions using appropriate district-approved policies, procedures and 
practices which were consistent and in alignment with alternate assessment Participation 
Guidelines.  

In the 2019-2020 school year, the KDE reviewed disproportionality data from the 2018-2019 
school year assessment data and determined that only students eligible for free or reduced price 
meals exceeded the 2.0 risk ratio, across all grade levels, for disproportionality of students 
participating in the alternate assessment (see Attachment 7 for disproportionality data). The files 

https://education.ky.gov/CommOfEd/adv/Pages/State-Advisory-Panel-on-Exceptional-Children-(SAPEC).aspx
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reviewed through the monitoring process included a large sample of students eligible for free or 
reduced-price meals.  

The KDE will continue to provide districts and regional cooperatives with statewide and district-
level data based upon a risk ratio calculation to ensure districts are able to address any 
disproportionality in the students participating in the alternate assessment. The KDE will use 
2020-2021 alternate assessment eligibility data to continue to address disproportionality, by 
subgroup, through statewide data analysis, district-level data analysis and the targeted 
monitoring process. 

Requirement 5 34 CFR §200.6(c)(4)(v) Meet the requirements in paragraph (c)(4)(i) 
through (c)(4)(iv) and demonstrate substantial progress toward each component of the 
prior year’s plan and timeline, which was required under Requirement 4(C). 

The KDE has met all requirements of 34 CFR §200.6(c)(4)(i) through (c)(4)(iv) and provided 
evidence demonstrating substantial progress and completion toward each component of the prior 
year’s plan and timeline. Components of the prior year’s plan that Kentucky school districts and 
the KDE were unable to complete due to COVID-19 delays will be addressed and completed 
during the 2020-2021 school year. Documentation of evidence is provided in Appendix A. The 
KDE has also outlined the revisions to its plan and timeline to facilitate continued progress in 
reducing the percentage of students participating in the alternate assessment and to continue 
progress toward meeting the 1.0% statewide goal set by ESSA. 
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Appendix A: Documentation of Evidence 

SECTION 1: INITIAL WAIVER REQUEST REQUIREMENTS 

Requirement 1 – 34 CFR §200.6(c)(4)(i): Submit the waiver request at least 90 days before 
testing window starts for the relevant subject. 

State Response Supporting Evidence 

Kentucky indicated the 
dates of its upcoming 
alternate assessment 
testing window. The 
state provided 
opportunity for public 
comment and confirmed 
that the waiver request 
was being submitted 90 
days prior to the 
beginning of the testing 
window. 

• Start date of first alternate assessment testing window for
2020-2021 school year: February 15, 2019

• Date that is 90 days prior to the start date for the first
alternate assessment testing window: November 17, 2020

• Attachment 8: Documentation that defines updated alternate
assessment testing windows for 2020-2021 school year.

Documents related to the public comment period: 
• Attachment 9: KDE’s news release of the public notice and

comment period.
• Attachment 10: Public notice of waiver request posted for

public comment.
• Attachment 11 (a-g): Emails shared with various

stakeholders soliciting feedback.
• Attachment 12 (a-j): Public comments received by the

KDE.
• Attachment 13: KDEs response to the public comment

(Statement of Considerations)

Requirement 2 (A) – 34 CFR §200.6(c)(4)(ii)(A): Provide State-level data from the current or 
previous year that shows the number and percent in each subgroup who took the alternate 
assessment in the subject area. 

State Response Supporting Evidence 

Kentucky provided detailed 
data on alternate assessment 
participation in 2018-2019 
school year for all ESSA- 
required subgroups. 
Kentucky also provided 
estimated assessment 
participation data for 2019-
2020 and 2020-2021 school 
years. 

• Attachment 1: Participation of Kentucky Students in
Statewide Assessment for School Year 2018-2019 and
Estimated Participation in Statewide Assessment for
School Year 2020-2021- By Sub‐Group

• Table 1: Participation of Kentucky Students in Statewide
Assessment for School Year 2018-2019.

• Table 2: Estimated Participation Rates by Subject Area
for the 2020-2021 School Year
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Requirement 2 (B) - 34 CFR §200.6(c)(4)(ii)(B): Provide State-level data from the current or 
previous year on the overall assessment participation rate for all students and for students 
with disabilities. 

State Response Supporting Evidence 

Kentucky provided detailed 
data on overall assessment 
participation rates for all 
students and for students 
with disabilities to confirm 
that at least 95% of all 
students and at least 95% of 
students with disabilities 
participated in state 
assessments for the 2018-
2019 school year. 

• Table 7: 2018-2019 Overall Statewide, Assessed by
Subject 

• KDE School Report Card 2018-2019 School Year –
Assessment and Performance Data

Requirement 3 (A) – 34 CFR §200.6(c)(4)(iii)(A): Provide assurance that districts over 1.0 
percent participation in the alternate assessment followed the state’s participation guidelines. 

State Response Supporting Evidence 

Kentucky provided an 
assurance that it has 
verified that each district 
with more than 1.0% 
participation in the 
alternate assessment 
followed the state’s 
guidelines for 
participation. 

• Attachment 2: Documentation that the KDE requested
each district over 1.0% alternate assessment participation
to provide a written confirmation that its IEP teams
(known as Admission and Release Committee (ARC) in
Kentucky):

o followed the state’s guidelines for participation in
the alternate assessment;

o informed parents of students with the most
significant cognitive disabilities of the
implications of participation in the alternate
assessment; and,

o the district reported disproportionality in the
percentage of students in any subgroup taking the
alternate assessment, or that the district is
currently addressing or has plans to address any
disproportionality.

• 2020-2021 1.0% CAP on Alternate Assessment
Participation District Assurance Form

https://www.kyschoolreportcard.com/organization/20/academic_performance/assessment_performance/state_assessments_enrollment?year=2019
https://www.kyschoolreportcard.com/organization/20/academic_performance/assessment_performance/state_assessments_enrollment?year=2019
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSd1cWQclwuqZiL3eu_r8lJvqJZr5AKz0hhORksfONoXB32UgA/viewform
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSd1cWQclwuqZiL3eu_r8lJvqJZr5AKz0hhORksfONoXB32UgA/viewform


KDE:OSEEL:DIMR– Kentucky 1.0% Participation Waiver Request 22 

State Response Supporting Evidence 

• 2020-2021 1.0% CAP on Alternate Assessment
Participation District Assurance Form Responses

• 2019-2020 District Alternate Assessment Participation
Justification Requirement Form

• 2019-2020 District Alternate Assessment Participation
Justification Summary

Requirement 3 (B) – 34 CFR §200.6(c)(4)(iii)(B): Provide assurance that any 
disproportionality in students taking the alternate assessment will be addressed. 

State Response Supporting Evidence 

Kentucky provided an 
assurance that it has 
verified that each Kentucky 
school district with more 
than 1.0 percent 
participation in the 
alternate assessment will 
address any 
disproportionality in 
participation in the 
alternate assessment. 

• Attachment 2: Documentation that the KDE requested
each district over 1.0 percent alternate assessment
participation to provide written confirmation that (1) its
ARCs followed the state’s guidelines for participation in
the alternate assessment, (2) its ARCs informed parents
of students with the most significant cognitive
disabilities of the implications of participation in the
alternate assessment, and (3) the district has addressed or
has plans to address disproportionality in the percentage
of students in any subgroup taking the alternate
assessment.

• 2020-2021 1.0% CAP on Alternate Assessment
Participation District Assurance Form

• 2020-2021 1.0% CAP on Alternate Assessment
Participation District Assurance Form Responses

• 2019-2020 District Alternate Assessment Participation
Justification Requirement Form

• 2019-2020 District Alternate Assessment Participation
Justification Summary

• Public reporting of alternate assessment participation by
subgroup is located in the School Report Card under
Academic Performance, Assessment and Performance,
State Assessments (Enrollment), Assessed vs. Not
Assessed table.

https://education.ky.gov/specialed/excep/instresources/Documents/DstrctAltAsmntPrtcptnAssurances.pdf
https://education.ky.gov/specialed/excep/instresources/Documents/DstrctAltAsmntPrtcptnAssurances.pdf
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSctILQ64luWBBjVYhmDI861MSwWS87zWqKCapq26kaujepVFg/viewform
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSctILQ64luWBBjVYhmDI861MSwWS87zWqKCapq26kaujepVFg/viewform
https://education.ky.gov/specialed/excep/instresources/Documents/2019_20DisAssurAltAssessPar.pdf
https://education.ky.gov/specialed/excep/instresources/Documents/2019_20DisAssurAltAssessPar.pdf
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSd1cWQclwuqZiL3eu_r8lJvqJZr5AKz0hhORksfONoXB32UgA/viewform
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSd1cWQclwuqZiL3eu_r8lJvqJZr5AKz0hhORksfONoXB32UgA/viewform
https://education.ky.gov/specialed/excep/instresources/Documents/DstrctAltAsmntPrtcptnAssurances.pdf
https://education.ky.gov/specialed/excep/instresources/Documents/DstrctAltAsmntPrtcptnAssurances.pdf
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSctILQ64luWBBjVYhmDI861MSwWS87zWqKCapq26kaujepVFg/viewform
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSctILQ64luWBBjVYhmDI861MSwWS87zWqKCapq26kaujepVFg/viewform
https://education.ky.gov/specialed/excep/instresources/Documents/2019_20DisAssurAltAssessPar.pdf
https://education.ky.gov/specialed/excep/instresources/Documents/2019_20DisAssurAltAssessPar.pdf
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State Response Supporting Evidence 

• Public reporting of percent of districts with
disproportionate representation of racial and ethnic
groups in specific disability categories that is the result of
inappropriate identification. 

• Attachment 14: Information on how disproportionality is
calculated by the state.

• Stakeholder group discussion and input on ways to
address disproportionality in alternate assessment
participation:

o Attachment 3: List of trainings and meetings
where disproportionality was discussed

o Attachment 15: Statewide CCEIS Webinar 2020

• See Requirement 4 (B) and (C) in waiver request for
documentation of state monitoring based on
disproportionality rate comparison.

Requirement 4 (A) – 34 CFR §200.6(c)(4)(iv)(A): Submit a plan and timeline by which the 
State will improve the implementation of its participation guidelines, including if necessary, 
revising its definition of “students with the most significant cognitive disabilities” in future 
school years. 

State Response Supporting Evidence 
Kentucky provided a plan 
and timeline for improving 
its alternative assessment 
guidelines. 

• Kentucky Waiver submitted November 13, 2020 
includes an outline of the steps the state took to improve 
implementation of its participation guidelines.

• Attachment 5: 2020-2021 Waiver Work Timeline Draft.
• Attachment 16: AA universal training module outline –A 

series of six universal training modules are required for 
all ARC members and are located on the UK HDI 
Learning Management System (LMS). The purposes of 
these training modules were (1) to implement the 
requirements set forth in the ESSA and (2) to support 
districts in the implementation of the Kentucky Alternate 
Assessment Participation Guidelines.

• Kentucky 1.0% waiver information, guidance, training 
and other resources are available on the new Kentucky 
Alternate Assessment Participation Waiver page of the 
KDE website. 

• Parent Guide: Kentucky Alternate Assessment (2020
revisions coming soon). 

https://education.ky.gov/specialed/excep/IDEA/Documents/i10_1819%5b1%5d.pdf
https://education.ky.gov/specialed/excep/IDEA/Documents/i10_1819%5b1%5d.pdf
https://education.ky.gov/specialed/excep/IDEA/Documents/i10_1819%5b1%5d.pdf
https://education.ky.gov/specialed/excep/IDEA/Documents/i10_1819%5b1%5d.pdf
https://www.hdilearning.org/course-catalog/?woo_category=432
https://www.hdilearning.org/course-catalog/?woo_category=432
https://education.ky.gov/specialed/excep/instresources/Pages/Kentucky-Alternate-Assessment-Participation-Waiver-.aspx
https://education.ky.gov/specialed/excep/instresources/Pages/Kentucky-Alternate-Assessment-Participation-Waiver-.aspx
https://education.ky.gov/specialed/excep/instresources/Documents/Parent_Guide_to_Alternate_K-Prep.pdf
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State Response Supporting Evidence 
• Attachment 17: Parent info sheet draft– to be used in an

ARC meeting discussing state assessment participation.
• Guidance for ARCs on Participation Decisions for the

Kentucky Alternate Assessment 2018-2019.
• Student Data Analysis Reflection Worksheet –

Worksheet provided to Kentucky LEAs to assist them in
data review and analysis as required to complete
Participation Guidelines.

• Attachment 18: Guidance on the Participation in the
Kentucky Alternate for Parents module – 2nd Draft

Requirement 4 (B) – 34 CFR §200.6(c)(4)(iv)(B): Submit a plan and timeline by which the 
State will take additional steps to support and provide appropriate oversight to each LEA that 
the state anticipates will assess more than 1.0 percent with the alternate assessment. 

State Response Supporting Evidence 
Kentucky provided a plan 
and timeline for additional 
steps it is has taken to 
support and provide 
appropriate oversight of 
Kentucky school districts 
expected to assess more 
than 1.0 percent on the 
alternate assessment. 

• Requirement 3 and Requirement 4 of the Kentucky 
waiver submitted November 13, 2020 that includes an 
outline of the steps the state took to support and provide 
appropriate oversight to each LEA that the state 
anticipates will assess more than 1.0% with the alternate 
assessment.

• See Examples of Evidence in Requirement 4 (A) –34 
CFR §200.6(c)(4)(iv)(A) above.

• Attachment 5: 2020-2021 Waiver Work Timeline Draft.
• 2019-2020 District Alternate Assessment Participation 

Justification Summary – The KDE reviewed and 
analyzed responses and feedback from districts to 
determine district specific training and supports needed.

• Attachment 16: Updated and Ongoing Participation for 
Alternate Assessment (P4AA) plan – 2020-2021 Annual 
Review Training Module on determining alternate 
assessment participation. 

Requirement 4 (C) – 34 CFR §200.6(c)(4)(iv)(C): Submit a plan and timeline by which the 
State will address any disproportionality in the percentage of students taking the alternate 
assessment 

State Response Supporting Evidence 
Kentucky provided a 
plan and timeline for 
addressing any 
disproportionality.  

• See Examples of Evidence in Requirement 3 (B) –34 CFR
§200.6(c)(4)(iii)(B) above.

• Requirement 4 (C) of the Kentucky waiver submitted 
November 13, 2020 includes an outline of the steps the 
state took to address any disproportionality in the 
percentage of students taking the alternate assessment. 

https://education.ky.gov/specialed/excep/instresources/Documents/Guidance_for_Admissions_and_Release_Participation_Decisions_for_Alternate_Assessment.pdf
https://education.ky.gov/specialed/excep/instresources/Documents/Guidance_for_Admissions_and_Release_Participation_Decisions_for_Alternate_Assessment.pdf
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1SukyWQqlEPw8ZGoF9BfoLwyz--Ob0jFR/view
https://education.ky.gov/specialed/excep/instresources/Documents/2019_20DisAssurAltAssessPar.pdf
https://education.ky.gov/specialed/excep/instresources/Documents/2019_20DisAssurAltAssessPar.pdf
https://www.hdilearning.org/courses/kde-201-2020/
https://www.hdilearning.org/courses/kde-201-2020/


KDE:OSEEL:DIMR– Kentucky 1.0% Participation Waiver Request 25 

State Response Supporting Evidence 
• Attachment 3:  List of trainings and meetings where

disproportionality discussed
• Attachment 7: 2018-2019 – Statewide Disproportionality

of Students Participating in AA-AAAS.
• Public reporting of alternate assessment participation by

subgroup is located in the School Report Card under
Academic Performance, Assessment and Performance,
State Assessments (Enrollment), Assessed vs. Not
Assessed table.

• Attachment 19: Data Verification Report template –
Template of the Report the KDE provided to districts
which were monitored through the alternate assessment
participation state monitoring process.

SECTION 2: WAIVER CONTINUATION REQUESTS 
Requirements 1, 2(A), 2(B), 3(A), 3(B), 4(A), 4(B), 4(C) [see SECTION 1] – Meet the 
requirements in paragraph (c)(4)(i) through (c)(4)(iv).   

State Response Supporting Evidence 
The state showed that it 
met each of the four 
requirements for waiver 
approval.   

• Kentucky continues to meet requirements for requesting a 
waiver as documented in the Kentucky waiver submitted 
November 13, 2020.

• SECTION 1 of the 2020-2021 Kentucky Waiver 
Requirements Evidence Table above documents 
completion of Requirements 1, 2(A), 2(B), 3(A), 3(B), 
4(A), 4(B), 4(C).

• Table 5 - Documentation of changes in participation rates 
in alternate assessment in each subject area.

• Attachment 1: Participation of Kentucky Students in 
Statewide Assessment for School Year 2018-2019 and 
Estimated Participation in Statewide Assessment for 
School Year 2020-2021- By Sub‐Group

• Table 1: Participation of Kentucky Students in Statewide 
Assessment for School Year 2018-2019.

• Table 2: Estimated Participation Rates by Subject Area for 
2020-2021 School Year. 

Requirement 5 – 34 CFR §200.6(c)(4)(v): Demonstrate substantial progress toward each 
component of the prior year’s plan and timeline, which was required under Requirement 4 
(C). 

https://www.kyschoolreportcard.com/organization/20/academic_performance/assessment_performance/state_assessments_enrollment?year=2019
https://www.kyschoolreportcard.com/organization/20/academic_performance/assessment_performance/state_assessments_enrollment?year=2019
https://www.kyschoolreportcard.com/organization/20/academic_performance/assessment_performance/state_assessments_enrollment?year=2019
https://www.kyschoolreportcard.com/organization/20/academic_performance/assessment_performance/state_assessments_enrollment?year=2019
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State Response Supporting Evidence 
The state showed that it 
made progress toward its 
prior year’s plan and 
timeline. 

Evidence to support this requirement includes: 
• Kentucky documented completion and progress of each 

component of the prior year’s plan and timeline as
“Evidence of Progress” in its waiver submitted on 
November 13, 2020.

• Table 3 and Table 4: Overall Statewide Yearly Trend in 
Participation and Eligibility in the Kentucky Alternate 
Assessment.

• District Alternate Assessment Participation: 
Documentation of districts exceeding 1.0% participation. 

https://education.ky.gov/specialed/excep/instresources/Documents/2019_20DisAssurAltAssessPar.pdf
https://education.ky.gov/specialed/excep/instresources/Documents/2019_20DisAssurAltAssessPar.pdf
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Group Total Grades 3-8 and HS SY 
2018-2019


# Taking State ELA AA AAAS Gr. 3-8 
and HS SY 2018-2019


% Taking State ELA AA AAAS Gr. 
3-8 and HS SY 2018-2019


All Students 349,923 3,952 1.13%
White 265,921 3,031 1.14%
Black 36,931 487 1.32%


Hispanic/Latino 25,313 209 0.83%
Asian 6,180 73 1.18%


American Indian/
Alaska Native


434 5 1.15%


Pacific Islander 464 3 0.65%
Two or More Races 14,641 135 0.92%


Econ. Disadv. 212,860 3,284 1.54%
English Learner 13,426 213 1.59%


Migrant 1,621 19 1.17%
Homeless 10,962 168 1.53%


Group Estimated  Total Grades 3-8 and HS 
SY 2020-2021


Estimated  # Taking State ELA AA 
AAAS Gr. 3-8 and HS  SY 2020-2021


Estimated  % Taking State ELA AA 
AAAS Gr. 3-8 and HS  SY 2020-


All Students 349,553 3,204 0.92%
White 260,080 2,421 0.93%
Black 37,734 395 1.05%


Hispanic/Latino 27,999 189 0.68%
Asian 6,476 58 0.90%


American Indian/
Alaska Native


442 2 0.45%


Pacific Islander 497 2 0.40%
Two or More Races 16,323 134 0.82%


Econ. Disadv. 172,290 182 1.20%
English Learner 15,218 182 1.20%


Migrant 1,619 6 0.37%
Homeless 2,062 23 1.12%


Reading Grades 3 - 8 and High School (HS)


Participation of Kentucky Students in Alternate Assessment by Sub-Group


KDE:OSEEL:DIMR Participation of Kentucky Students in Alternate Assessment by Sub-Group Based on 2018-2019 Assessment Data 
& 2020-2021 IEP Data







Group Total Grades 3-8 and HS SY 
2018-2019


# Taking State Math AA AAAS Gr. 3-8 
and HS SY 2018-2019


% Taking State Math AA AAAS Gr. 
3-8 and HS SY 2018-2019


All Students 349,926 3,955 1.13%
White 265,933 3,043 1.14%
Black 36,922 478 1.29%


Hispanic/Latino 25,322 218 0.86%
Asian 6,173 66 1.07%


American Indian/
Alaska Native


433 4 0.92%


Pacific Islander 464 3 0.65%
Two or More Races 14,640 134 0.92%


Econ. Disadv. 212,864 3,288 1.54%
English Learner 13,430 217 1.62%


Migrant 1,620 18 1.11%
Homeless 10,966 172 1.57%


Group Estimated  Total Grades 3-8 and HS 
SY 2020-2021


Estimated  # Taking State ELA AA 
AAAS Gr. 3-8 and HS  SY 2020-2021


Estimated  % Taking State ELA AA 
AAAS Gr. 3-8 and HS  SY 2020-


All Students 349,553 3,204 0.92%
White 260,080 2,421 0.93%
Black 37,734 395 1.05%


Hispanic/Latino 27,999 189 0.68%
Asian 6,476 58 0.90%


American Indian/
Alaska Native


442 2 0.45%


Pacific Islander 497 2 0.40%
Two or More Races 16,323 134 0.82%


Econ. Disadv. 172,290 182 1.20%
English Learner 15,218 182 1.20%


Migrant 1,619 6 0.37%
Homeless 2,062 23 1.12%


Math Grades 3 - 8 and High School (HS)


Participation of Kentucky Students in Alternate Assessment by Sub-Group


KDE:OSEEL:DIMR Participation of Kentucky Students in Alternate Assessment by Sub-Group Based on 2018-2019 Assessment Data 
& 2020-2021 IEP Data







Group Total Grades 3-8 and HS 
SY 2018-2019


# Taking State Science AA AAAS Gr. 
3-8 and HS SY 2018-2019


% Taking State Science AA AAAS 
Gr. 3-8 and HS SY 2018-2019


All Students 147,032 1,738 1.18%
White 142,588 1,342 1.19%
Black 15,367 222 1.44%


Hispanic/Latino 10,317 87 0.84%
Asian 2,640 29 1.10%


American Indian/Alaska 
Native


192 3 1.56%


Pacific Islander 177 2 1.13%
Two or More Races 5,735 52 0.91%


Econ. Disadv. 87,187 1,418 1.63%
English Learner 5,484 88 1.60%


Migrant 654 12 1.83%
Homeless 4,319 68 1.57%


Group Estimated  Total Grades 3-8 and HS 
SY 2020-2021


Estimated  # Taking State ELA AA 
AAAS Gr. 3-8 and HS  SY 2020-2021


Estimated  % Taking State ELA AA 
AAAS Gr. 3-8 and HS  SY 2020-


All Students 149,267 1,411 0.95%
White 112,031 1,062 0.95%
Black 16,005 193 1.21%


Hispanic/Latino 11,641 75 0.64%
Asian 2,810 30 1.07%


American Indian/
Alaska Native


198 1 0.51%


Pacific Islander 215 0 0.00%
Two or More Races 6,367 50 0.79%


Econ. Disadv. 71,425 906 1.27%
English Learner 6,200 72 1.16%


Migrant 629 3 0.48%
Homeless 848 8 0.94%


Science Grades 3 - 8 and High School (HS)


Participation of Kentucky Students in Alternate Assessment by Sub-Group


KDE:OSEEL:DIMR Participation of Kentucky Students in Alternate Assessment by Sub-Group Based on 2018-2019 Assessment Data 
& 2020-2021 IEP Data
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KENTUCKY DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION 
PUBLIC NOTICE AND COMMENT PERIOD 


WAIVER REQUEST PURSUANT TO 34 C.F.R. §200.6(c)(4) 


October 20, 2020 
Pursuant to 34 C.F.R. §200.6(c)(4), the Kentucky Department of Education (KDE) will seek to 
extend a waiver for the 2020-2021 school year from the Secretary for the United States 
Department of Education. The regulation in question, found at 34 C.F.R. 200.6(c)(2), requires 
state education agencies (SEA) such as the KDE to limit the total number of students assessed 
in a subject area using an alternate assessment. The limit on the percentage of students 
assessed by the alternate assessment is set by the federal regulation, stating the total number of 
students assessed with the alternate assessment in each subject area shall not exceed 1.0%. 
Specifically, 34 C.F.R. 200.6(c)(2) provides: 


For each subject for which assessments are administered under § 200.2(a)(1), the total 
number of students assessed in that subject using an alternate assessment with alternate 
academic achievement standards under paragraph (c)(1) of this section may not exceed 
1.0% of the total number of students in the State who are assessed in that subject. 


NOTICE OF PUBLIC COMMENT PERIOD: Any individual or organization may submit 
written comments on the proposed waiver pursuant to 34 C.F.R. §200.6(c)(4). Written 
comments shall be accepted through November 3, 2020. 


Written comments on the proposed waiver should be directed to: Sylvia Starkey, Director, 
Division of IDEA Monitoring and Results, Office of Special Education and Early Learning, 
Kentucky Department of Education, 300 Sower Boulevard, Fourth Floor, Sower Building, 
Frankfort, KY 40601. Comments may also be submitted electronically mailed to 
Sylvia.Starkey@education.ky.gov. Also, comments may be submitted by telephone at (502) 
564-4970, or by fax at (502) 564-4124. 


The requirements for a SEA to seek a waiver are set forth at 34 C.F.R §200.6(c)(4) and are 
reproduced below. The KDE is requesting to extend a waiver previously granted by the USED in 
response to the requirements set forth at 34 C.F.R. §200.6(c)(4) because its most recent data (2018-
2019 data) on the percentage of students taking Kentucky’s alternate assessments in all subject areas 
stands at over 1.0 percent (see Table 1). 


The waiver requirements are in bold lettering below. 
 
 
 



mailto:Sylvia.Starkey@education.ky.gov





Requirement 1 – 34 CFR §200.6(c)(4)(i): Be submitted at least 90 days prior to the start of the 
State’s testing window for the relevant subject; 


Kentucky’s first of two assessment windows for the alternate assessment for students with 
significant cognitive disabilities has been amended for the 2020-2021 school year due to the 
impact COVID-19 had on schools and districts. The first testing window will open February 15, 
2021. On November 17, 2020, the KDE will submit a request to the USED to extend its waiver 
in reading, mathematics, and science. The date of the waiver submission meets the requirement 
of submitting 90 days prior to the start of Kentucky’s testing window.  


Evidence of Progress 


The KDE is seeking public comment for an extension of the 1.0% waiver. The KDE issued a 
news release on October 20, 2020. It was posted on KDE’s website, shared on list serves for 
district assessment coordinators and directors of special education and disseminated via e-mail to 
other advisory groups and stakeholders. The public comment posting is following the KDE 
protocol and will be open for two weeks. After receipt of public comments, the KDE will review 
and revise the waiver accordingly and submit to the USED on November 17, 2020.  


Requirement 2 –34 CFR §200.6(c)(4)(ii): Provide state-level data, from the current or previous 
year, to show: (A) the number and percent in each subgroup who took the alternate 
assessment in the subject area; and (B) the State has measured the achievement of at least 
95% of all students and students with disabilities enrolled in the grades for which the alternate 
assessment is required.  


(A) Data on participation in alternate assessments in subject area by subgroup
Beginning March 12, 2020, all Kentucky school districts moved to virtual instruction at the 
recommendation of Governor Andy Beshear. The suspension of in-person classes continued 
through the remainder of the 2019-20 school year to further help mitigate the spread of COVID-
19 in communities across the state. 


In response to the COVID-19 crisis, the KDE applied for an assessment and accountability state 
waiver, which provided relief from the federal assessment, accountability and specific reporting 
requirements for the 2019-2020 school year. On March 30, 2020, the KDE received formal 
approval of the waiver from the USED). As a result, the KDE does not have current assessment 
data for the 2019-2020 school year. The KDE will provide assessment data from the 2018-2019 
school year as well as estimated participation data for the school years 2019-2020 and 2020-
2021. This estimated data is derived from alternate assessment eligibility based upon student 
IEPs at the end of the school year 2019-2020 and the beginning of the school year 2020-2021. 


During the 2019-2020 school year, the KDE conducted a review of assessment data from 
Kentucky’s statewide assessment, the Kentucky Performance Rating for Education Progress 
(K-PREP) for school year 2018-2019. The KDE determined the participation rates of students 
taking the alternate assessment was just over 1.0% in each subject area. Table one displays 



https://kentucky.gov/Pages/Activity-stream.aspx?n=GovernorBeshear&prId=87

https://oese.ed.gov/files/2020/04/KY-Covid19-WaiverResponse.pdf

https://oese.ed.gov/files/2020/04/KY-Covid19-WaiverResponse.pdf





 


participation rates by subject area for Kentucky’s 2018-2019 alternate assessment.  


The 2018-19 data is available on the Kentucky School Report Card. 


Table 1: SY 2018-2019 Alternate Assessment Participation by Subject  
 


 
SUBJECT 


NUMBER 
PARTICIPATING  
IN ALTERNATE 
ASSESSMENT 


NUMBER 
PARTICIPATING  
IN STATEWIDE 
ASSESSMENT 


PERCENT 
PARTICIPATING  
IN ALTERNATE 
ASSESSMENT 


Reading 
(elementary/middle/high) 3,950 349,913 1.13 % 


Math  
(elementary/middle/high) 3,953 349,916 1.13 % 


Science  
(elementary /middle) 1,683 147,128 1.14 % 


In order to demonstrate the state is making progress in reducing the percentage of alternate 
assessment participation, the KDE has reviewed and analyzed past assessment data and 
estimated data for the school year 2019-2020 and the school year 2020-2021. The KDE has 
provided, in Attachment 1, the number and percentage of all students and from each subgroup of 
students, who participated in the alternate assessment in the 2018-2019 school year by subject 
area. Attachment 1 also includes an estimated number and percentage of all students and from 
each subgroup of students that are eligible for alternate assessment in the 2020-2021 school year 
based upon student IEPs.  


Table two displays estimated participation rates by subject area for the 2020-2021 school year 
based upon alternate assessment eligibility as of the start of the 2020-2021 school year.  


  



https://www.kyschoolreportcard.com/organization/20/academic_performance/assessment_performance/state_assessments_accountability?year=2019





 


Table 2: Estimated participation rates by subject area for the 2020-2021 school year1 


 
SUBJECT 


ESTIMATED 
NUMBER 


PARTICIPATING  
IN ALTERNATE 
ASSESSMENT 


ESTIMATED 
NUMBER 


PARTICIPATING  
IN STATEWIDE 
ASSESSMENT 


ESTIMATED 
PERCENT 


PARTICIPATING  
IN ALTERNATE 
ASSESSMENT 


Reading 
(elem/middle/high) 


3,206 349,553 0.91 % 


Math 
(elem/middle/high) 3,206 349,553 0.91 % 


Science 
(elem/middle) 1,487 147,036 1.01 % 


Based upon the estimated school year 2020-2021 IEP data, the KDE anticipates being at or 
below the 1.0% threshold set forth in the Every Student Succeeds Act (ESSA). In the subject 
areas of reading, math and science, the percentage of students participating in the alternate 
assessment is projected to be at or under the 1.0% threshold.  However, the number of students 
assessed with an alternate assessment may change due to student identification, eligibility 
determinations and enrollment changes.  


In addition to the decrease in participation by subject area, the KDE data analysis revealed the 
overall statewide percentage of student participation (not by subject area) in the alternate 
assessment to be at or below 1.0%. This data indicates fewer students were found eligible to 
participate in the alternate assessment and are instead participating in the general statewide 
assessment with appropriate testing accommodations.  


Table three demonstrates the estimated overall statewide percentage of students who participated 
in (or were eligible for) the alternate assessment is at or below 1.0%. 


Table four demonstrates the overall statewide percentage of students eligible for the alternate 
assessment is at or below 1.0%.  


  


 
1 Estimated number and percentage of students anticipated to participate in the general assessment and alternate 
assessment based upon 2020-2021 IEP and student population data. These numbers include students who may have 
been exempt from participating and does not include students where ARCs have yet to determine assessment 
decisions for the upcoming school year. 







 


Table 3: Statewide Participation (not by subject) 


 
School Year 


Number of Students 
Participating in 


Alternate Assessment 


Number of Students 
Participating in 


Statewide General 
Assessments 


Percent of Students 
Participating in 


Alternate Assessment 


2020-20212 3,681 395,080 0.92% 


2019-20203 4,151 408,927 1.00% 


2018-2019 4,918 496,407 0.98% 
2017-2018 5,477 496,074      1.09% 


2016-2017 5,911 499,674 1.17% 


Table 4: Statewide percentage of students eligible to participate in the alternate assessment 
(not by subject area) 


 


School Year 
Number of Students 
Eligible to Participate 


in the Alternate 
Assessment 


 
Number of Students 


Statewide 


Percentage of Students 
Eligible to Participate 


in the Alternate 
Assessment 


2020-20214 5,234 664,602 0.78% 


2019-20205 5,687 666,785 0.85% 


2018-2019 5,505 654,068 0.84% 
2017-2018 6,242 648,369        0.96% 


2016-2017 6,380 656,588 0.97% 


 
2 Estimated number and percentage of students anticipated to participate in the general assessment and alternate 
assessment based upon 2020-2021 IEP and student population data. These numbers include students who may be 
exempt from participating. The projected number of students eligible for an alternate assessment may change due to 
student identifications, eligibility determinations and enrollment changes. 
3 Estimated number and percentage of students who may have participated in the general assessment and alternate 
assessment based upon end of year 2019-2020 IEP and student population data. These numbers include students 
who may have been exempt from participating. The projected number of students eligible for an alternate 
assessment may change due to student identifications, eligibility determinations and enrollment changes. 
4 Number and percentage of students eligible to participate in the general assessment and alternate assessment based 
upon 2020-2021 IEP and student population data. These numbers include students who may be exempt from 
participating. The projected number of students eligible for an alternate assessment may change due to student 
identifications, eligibility determinations and enrollment changes. 
5 Number and percentage of students eligible to participate in the general assessment and alternate assessment based 
upon end of year 2019-2020 IEP and student population data. These numbers include students who may have been 
exempt from participating.  







 


Evidence of Progress 


The KDE analyzed a variety of sources to measure progress made in the data and previous 
waiver plan. The three-year (2016-2019) data trend in Table four indicates steady decreases in 
the number of students found eligible to participate in the alternate assessment and in the number 
of districts who are assessing over 1.0% of students using an alternate assessment. Table five 
demonstrates the change in the percentage of students participating in the alternate assessment 
during the 2018-2019 school year including the estimated percentage of students who would 
have participated in alternate assessment for the 2019-2020 school year. Based upon the 
estimated number and percentage of students anticipated to participate in the general assessment 
and alternate assessment, based upon IEP and student population data, the KDE anticipates at or 
below 1.0% participation in the subject areas of reading, math and science for the 2020-2021 
school year. However, the projected number of students assessed with an alternate assessment 
may change due to student identifications, eligibility determinations and enrollment changes 
during the 2020-2021 school year. 


Table 5: SY 2018-2019 and Estimated SY 2019-2020 Alternate Assessment Participation by 
Subject  


SUBJECT 


SY 2018-2019 
PERCENT 
PARTICIPATING IN 
ALTERNATE 
ASSESSMENT 


SY 2019-2020 
ESTIMATED PERCENT 
PARTICIPATING IN 
ALTERNATE 
ASSESSMENT 


ESTIMATED PERCENT 
CHANGE BETWEEN SY 
2018-2019 & 2019-2020 


Reading 
(elem/middle/high) 1.15% 0.99% - 0.16% 


Mathematics 
(elem/middle/high) 1.15% 0.99% - 0.16% 


Science 
(elem/middle/high) 


1.21% 1.01% - 0.20% 


Additionally, the KDE reported a decrease in the percentage of districts in Kentucky who 
assessed more than 1.0% of their students using an alternate assessment in one or more subjects 
over the past three school years. Table six demonstrates a decrease in districts assessing more 
than 1.0% of students using the alternate assessment in one or more subject areas. The KDE 
anticipates this decrease to continue with the sustained implementation of the participation 
guidelines, additional training and improved monitoring plan. This data shows the ongoing 
efforts the KDE, regional cooperatives, local school districts and other stakeholders to be 
responsive to the individual needs of students with the most significant cognitive disabilities. 


  







 


Table 6: Districts assessing more than 1.0% of their students using an alternate assessment 


School Year Number of Districts 
Exceeding 1.0% AA 
Participation in At 
Least One Subject 


Percentage of Districts 
Exceeding 1.0% AA 
Participation in At Least One 
Subject 


2019-20206 93 54% 
2018-2019 132 77% 
2017-2018 144 83% 
2016-2017 173 98% 


(B) Data showing at least 95% participation overall and for students with disabilities 
subgroup  


Kentucky has met or exceeded the federal guidelines set at 95% participation for all students, 
including students with disabilities, in the K-PREP assessment. Table seven demonstrates that 
the state assessed at least 95% of all students and 95% of students with disabilities (SWD) during 
the 2018-2019 school year.  Based upon trend data analysis, the KDE anticipates meeting the 
federal guidelines for participation in the 2020-2021 school year.  


Table 7: 2018-2019 Overall Statewide, Assessed by Subject 


Subject Enrolled Assessed Percent 
Tested 


Reading/Language Arts (R/LA) - All 
Students Total 
Grades 3 - 8 and High School (HS) 


306,072 303,744 99.24% 


Reading/Language Arts -SWD Total 
Grades 3 - 8 and HS 


47,929 47,293 98.67% 


Mathematics - All Students Total 
Grades 3 - 8 and HS 


306,072 303,744 99.24% 


Mathematics - SWD Total 
Grades 3 - 8 and HS 


47,942 47,300 98.66% 


Science - All Students Total 
Grades 3 - 8 and HS 


129,967 128,618 98.96% 


Science - SWD Total 
Grades 3 - 8 and HS 


18,915 18,618 98.43% 


 
6 Projected number of districts identified as possibly exceeding 1.0% participation for 2019-2020 is based upon the 
number of students eligible for alternate assessment and overall population of students as of April 2020.  







 


Requirement 3 (34 CFR §200.6(c)(4)(iii)): Provide assurances that the state has verified that 
each LEA that the state anticipates will assess more than 1.0% of its assessed students in a 
subject using the AA-AAAS did the following: (A) followed the state’s participation 
guidelines; and (B) will address any disproportionality in the students taking the AA-AAAS. 


(A) Assurance that districts over 1.0% followed the state’s participation guidelines  


Due to the COVID-19 pandemic and the lack of assessment data for the 2019-2020 school year, 
the KDE required written assurances from all 171 current Kentucky school districts that each 
local IEP team, known in Kentucky as the Admissions and Release Committee (ARC), follows 
the Kentucky Alternate Assessment Participation Guidelines. Each district assured the KDE that 
ARC members used the participation guidelines to (1) make assessment participation decisions 
and (2) informed parents or guardians of the implications of participation in the alternate 
assessment. The district also provided assurances that they addressed any disproportionality in 
the percentage of students within each subgroup taking the alternate assessment. 


The KDE will use 2019-2020 school year alternate assessment eligibility and student enrollment 
data to identify the school districts that may have exceeded 1.0% participation in the alternate 
assessment in at least one subject area. Those districts will be required to provide the KDE with a 
detailed justification for exceeding the 1.0% threshold.  


When KDE has participation data for the 2020-2021 school year, KDE will contact all districts 
who exceed the 1.0% participation rate and require those districts to provide KDE with a detailed 
justification for exceeding the 1.0% threshold.  


Evidence of Progress 


The request for written assurances sent to districts is included in Attachment 2. The 2020-2021 
District Alternate Assessment Participation Assurances are located on the Kentucky Alternate 
Assessment Participation Waiver page of the KDE website.  


A State must require an LEA that assesses more than 1.0% of its students in any subject with an 
alternate assessment to submit information to the State justifying the need to exceed the 1.0% 
threshold. With the release of the 2018-2019 final data, school districts who assessed more than 
1.0% of their assessed students in any subject of the alternate assessment were sent data along 
with instructions on completing a justification process. The KDE developed the Justification 
Requirement Form to lead school districts through a root cause analysis to determine why the 
district assessed more than 1.0% of the student body using the alternate assessment. The Local 
District Justifications for Alternate Assessment Participation (2018-2019 School Year 
Assessment Data) results from the justification requirement form are published and available on 
the Kentucky Alternate Assessment Participation Waiver page of the KDE website. 


The Justification Requirement Form required districts to report and document: 


• district use of the alternate assessment participation guidelines  



https://education.ky.gov/specialed/excep/instresources/Documents/KY_Alternate_Assessment_Participation_Guidelines_Documentation_Form.pdf

https://education.ky.gov/specialed/excep/instresources/Documents/DstrctAltAsmntPrtcptnAssurances.pdf

https://education.ky.gov/specialed/excep/instresources/Documents/DstrctAltAsmntPrtcptnAssurances.pdf

https://education.ky.gov/specialed/excep/instresources/Pages/Kentucky-Alternate-Assessment-Participation-Waiver-.aspx

https://education.ky.gov/specialed/excep/instresources/Pages/Kentucky-Alternate-Assessment-Participation-Waiver-.aspx

https://education.ky.gov/specialed/excep/instresources/Documents/2019_20DisAssurAltAssessPar.pdf

https://education.ky.gov/specialed/excep/instresources/Documents/2019_20DisAssurAltAssessPar.pdf

https://education.ky.gov/specialed/excep/instresources/Documents/2019_20DisAssurAltAssessPar.pdf

https://education.ky.gov/specialed/excep/instresources/Pages/Kentucky-Alternate-Assessment-Participation-Waiver-.aspx





 


• district training needs  
• description of appropriate training, support and oversight provided to ARC members 
• justification(s) for exceeding 1.0% participation 
• analysis of alternate assessment eligibility data 
• descriptions of the monitoring process the school district put in place to monitor alternate 


assessment participation and possible disproportionality in participation 


The KDE will continue to provide guidance, support and oversight to all districts that exceed or 
anticipate exceeding the 1.0% threshold. More information on the KDE plan for guidance and 
oversight are provided in Requirement 4(B)—34 CFR §200.6(c)(4)(iv) below.   


B) Assurance that districts over 1.0% will address any disproportionality in the students 
taking the AA-AAAS. 


The KDE designed the Justification Requirement Form to lead school districts in a root cause 
analysis to determine why more than 1.0% of the student body participated in the alternate 
assessment. The justification required school districts to provide descriptions of the processes put 
in place to monitor alternate assessment participation and possible disproportionality in 
participation.   


The KDE will continue to provide guidance and training on calculating, identifying and 
addressing disproportionality in alternate assessment participation through beginning of year 
training videos. Disproportionality is also discussed within the KDE provided Comprehensive 
Coordinated Early Intervening Service (CCEIS) trainings.  


The KDE will continue to provide school districts and regional cooperatives with statewide and 
district-level data based on a risk ratio calculation to ensure districts are able to address any 
disproportionality in the students taking the alternate assessments.  


Evidence of Progress 


The KDE examined state-level and district-level disproportionality data by subgroup and subject 
area for the 2018-2019 school year. The KDE determined whether subgroups had a risk of 
disproportionate participation in the alternate assessment by using a disproportionality rate 
comparison. For the analysis, the KDE uses a rate comparison without a threshold. The rate 
comparison identifies when the data for any group is disproportionate from that of others not in 
the measured group. Any disproportionality rate greater than 1.0 means the examined group is 
identified that many times more likely than those not in that group. If the disproportionality rate 
of the measured group is less than 1.0, then the group is less likely to be identified than those not 
in the group. The KDE identified high rates of disproportionality (rate of 2.0 or greater) in all 
subject areas among those students eligible for free or reduced lunch.  







 


The KDE, in collaboration with school districts, addressed disproportionality in subgroups taking 
the alternate assessment through multiple activities. These activities included: 


• calculation and analysis of subgroup participation rates and disproportionality rate 
comparisons in each subject area provided to districts for analysis; 


• an off-site review conducted by the KDE of student records for 53 school districts to 
determine whether the students had been appropriately identified as meeting all eligibility 
criteria to participate in the alternate assessment; and 


• record reviews conducted by school districts in collaboration with Kentucky’s special 
educational regional cooperative for a sample of students eligible for the alternate 
assessment using the Alternate Assessment Participation Guidelines Record Review 
Document. 


The KDE provided guidance and training on calculating, identifying and addressing 
disproportionality in alternate assessment participation through annual Beginning of Year and 
End of Year Trainings for all districts. The KDE also discussed disproportionality during the 
Comprehensive Coordinated Early Intervening Service (CCEIS) trainings in 2019-2020 and will 
continue in the 2020-2021 school year. Attachment 3 is a list of those trainings and meetings 
provided to school districts, regional training centers and regional special education cooperatives 
where disproportionality was discussed. 


The KDE will continue to provide school districts and regional cooperatives with statewide and 
district-level data based upon a risk ratio calculation to ensure school districts are able to address 
any disproportionality in the students taking the alternate assessment. The KDE will use 2020-
2021 assessment participation data and eligibility data to continue to address disproportionality, 
by subgroup, in the percentage of students taking an alternate assessment through statewide data 
analysis, school district level data analysis and the targeted monitoring process. 


School districts, in collaboration with regional special education cooperatives, will continue to 
review due process files of students eligible to participate in the alternate assessment in order to 
determine that appropriate assessments are being provided and that subgroups are not being 
disproportionately identified.  


Requirement 4—34 CFR §200.6(c)(4)(iv) The SEA must submit a plan and timeline by which 
the following will be accomplished: (A) State will improve the implementation of its guidelines 
for participation in the AA-AAAS, including by reviewing and, if necessary, revising its 
definition of students with the most significant cognitive disabilities (B) State will take 
additional steps to support and provide oversight to each LEA that the State anticipates will 
exceed the 1.0% threshold to ensure that only students with the most significant cognitive 
disabilities take an alternate assessment. The State must describe how it will monitor and 
regularly evaluate each such LEA to ensure that the LEA provides sufficient training such 
that school staff who participate as members of an individualized education program (IEP) 
team or other placement team understand and implement the guidelines established by the 



https://education.ky.gov/specialed/excep/instresources/Documents/2018%20Alternate%20Assessment%20Participation%20Guidelines%20Record%20Review%20Document.pdf

https://education.ky.gov/specialed/excep/instresources/Documents/2018%20Alternate%20Assessment%20Participation%20Guidelines%20Record%20Review%20Document.pdf





 


State for participation in AA-AAAS so that all students are appropriately assessed; and (C) 
State will address any disproportionality in the percentage of students taking the alternate 
assessment. 


(A) Plan and timeline for improving the implementation of its guidelines for participation 
in the AA-AAAS, including reviewing and, if necessary, revising its definition of students 
with the most significant cognitive disabilities. 


During the 2019-2020 school year, the KDE, in collaboration with the Alternate Assessment and 
Diploma Advisory Group (AADAG), continued to meet and focus on data analysis, training 
development and guidance to reduce the percentage of students participating in the alternate 
assessment. The 2019-2020 state waiver plan for alternate assessment participation included 
developing improved parent resources and public reporting of both statewide alternate 
assessment data and district justification responses. The KDE developed and provided  guidance 
and tools to districts through email, communication (emails, phone calls and meetings) from the 
local special education cooperatives and through the Kentucky Alternate Assessment 
Participation Waiver resource page on the KDE website. The KDE reported statewide 
assessment data and justification responses on the KDE website. Based upon feedback from 
districts and stakeholder groups, the KDE, in collaboration with the AADAG, developed new 
resources for parents during the 2019-2020 school year. These resources included a new training 
module for parents, an updated Parent Guide: Kentucky Alternate Assessment and a new 
alternate assessment informational brochure for parents.  


Due to the sudden transition to remote learning due to COVID-19, school districts shifted their 
focus to planning for instruction, feeding students and providing services needed for students 
with disabilities. Districts were in immediate need of assistance from the KDE to determine ways 
to educate, feed and support students during extended school closures and remote learning. The 
KDE postponed many in-person meetings and advisory group sessions in order to assist districts 
and provide guidance. Before the COVID-19 delay began in March 2020, the AADAG drafted 
the parent module, informational brochure for parents and reviewed the Parent Guide for edits. 
The KDE put the final editing and approval process on hold until the agency could manage the 
immediate needs of the districts concerning COVID-19 guidance around instruction, feeding 
students and supporting students with disabilities.  


For the 2020-2021 school year, the AADAG will proceed with meeting virtually to complete the 
guidance and resource development and to review the results of the 2019-2020 participation 
guidelines’ monitoring results. The AADAG has scheduled meetings for the Fall of 2020 and the 
Winter of 2021 to complete the work. The KDE will continue to work with OSEP funded 
technical assistance centers, such as the National Center on Educational Outcomes (NCEO) and 
the IDEA Data Center (IDC) to support the agency’s ongoing work around students with 
significant disabilities. The KDE will continue to participate in the NCEO 1.0% cap 
Communities of Practice and other convenings to improve the KDE’s ongoing work for students 



https://education.ky.gov/specialed/excep/instresources/Pages/Kentucky-Alternate-Assessment-Participation-Waiver-.aspx

https://education.ky.gov/specialed/excep/instresources/Pages/Kentucky-Alternate-Assessment-Participation-Waiver-.aspx

https://education.ky.gov/specialed/excep/instresources/Documents/Parent_Guide_to_Alternate_K-Prep.pdf





 


with the most significant cognitive disabilities. The KDE will continue to seek feedback from 
stakeholders to review, and will, if necessary, revise its guidelines for participation in the 
alternate assessment and its definition of students with the most significant cognitive disabilities. 
Once any needed revisions are completed, the KDE will seek feedback on the new and updated 
parent resources from the KY-SPIN (Kentucky Special Parent Involvement Network) Parent 
Center, which is a statewide training center funded by the U.S. Department of Education. The 
KY-SPIN Parent Center provides training, information and support for children and youth (birth 
through 26 years old) with all types of disabilities, their parents, families and professionals. KY-
SPIN includes parents, consumers and professionals as members of its board of directors.  


Through a desk review monitoring process, the KDE will review ARC documented evidence 
supporting the student was appropriately identified as meeting all eligibility criteria to participate 
in the alternate assessment. In addition, the KDE will use file review feedback and alternate 
assessment training to make certain that district ARCs understand the possible implications of 
participating in the alternate assessment.  


Evidence of Progress 


Kentucky’s previous waiver plan included creating and updating the 1.0% Training Modules for 
ARC members on how to prepare and complete the participation guidelines. The KDE and 
AADAG updated the annual review module and improved the ability for districts to include 
group training and group management for administrators. The University of Kentucky (UK) 
Learning Management System group management feature provides district administrators with 
tools for the scheduling and monitoring of training module completion and course work for staff. 


The KDE has continued to work with NCEO and IDC to support the agency’s ongoing work 
around students with significant cognitive disabilities. The KDE participated and presented in 
NCEO 1.0% cap Community of Practice webinar meetings and in other state-sponsored 
convenings to improve the agency’ s ongoing work pertaining to students with significant 
cognitive disabilities and their participation in alternate assessments. 


The KDE hosted a Director of Special Education (DoSE) Institute in September 2019. All local 
districts attended the Institute. Information from the  DoSE institute is located on the DoSE 2019 
Materials page of the KDE website. The Division of IDEA Monitoring and Results (DIMR) led a 
session on alternate assessment participation and the 1.0% waiver. The session provided 
information on: 


• ESSA requirements;  
• current Kentucky participation and eligibility data;  
• analysis of 2018-2019 alternate assessment participation monitoring results; and 
• challenges, successes and common themes determined through justification and 


monitoring processes. 



https://www.hdilearning.org/course-catalog/?woo_category=432

https://www.hdilearning.org/group-management-feature/

https://education.ky.gov/specialed/Pages/DOSE2019.aspx

https://education.ky.gov/specialed/Pages/DOSE2019.aspx





 


The Kentucky regional special education cooperatives provided ongoing training for district staff 
on the alternate assessment participation guidelines, Kentucky Academic Standards training for 
students on alternate assessment, coaching sessions and podcasts. The trainings also included the 
opportunity for participants to engage in mock ARC meetings involving the alternative 
assessment decision-making process. The nine special education cooperatives provided monthly 
meetings, coaching sessions and collaboratively conducted record reviews with districts. In total, 
the special education cooperatives provided over 60 trainings for district staff working with 
students participating in the alternate assessment. An example of the meetings and trainings is 
included in Attachment 4. More information on each special education cooperatives can be found 
on their websites located on the Kentucky Educational Cooperatives page of the KDE website.   


The KDE has presented information on alternate assessment participation and the waiver each 
year at the Council for Exceptional Children’s conference (CEC) along with presenting and 
collaborating with the Council of Chief State School Officers (CCSSO) Assessing Special 
Education Students (ASES). 


Although the additional parent resources were not able to be completed in the 2019-2020 school 
year as a result COVID-19 delays, the KDE, in collaboration with the AADAG, was able to 
make progress on developing those resources as describe in the previous waiver plan. The KDE 
and the AADAG will complete these resources in the 2020-2021 school year (see Attachment 5 
for AADAG meeting dates).  


(B) The State will take additional steps to support and provide oversight to each LEA that 
the State anticipates will exceed the 1.0% threshold to ensure that only students with the 
most significant cognitive disabilities take an AA-AAAS. The State must describe how it 
will monitor and regularly evaluate each such LEA to ensure that the LEA provides 
sufficient training such that school staff who participate as members of an individualized 
education program (IEP) team or other placement team understand and implement the 
guidelines established by the State for participation in AA-AAAS so that all students are 
appropriately assessed. 


The KDE will continue to provide support to each district through updated guidance, coaching 
and training sessions provided by the regional special education cooperatives. More information 
about the regional special education cooperatives and trainings being offered can be located on 
each Kentucky Educational Cooperatives webpage.  


In the previous waiver plan, the KDE described the updated monitoring plan that was revised in 
April 2019. The KDE completed the monitoring process using 2018-2019 school year data as 
made available by the agency in the spring of 2020.  


In order to conduct a thorough monitoring of students taking the alternate assessment, the KDE 
reviewed a variety of sources of data: 


• Districts over 1%-2% in 2018-19  



https://education.ky.gov/comm/about/Pages/Kentucky-Education-and-Special-Education-Cooperatives.aspx

https://education.ky.gov/comm/about/Pages/Kentucky-Education-and-Special-Education-Cooperatives.aspx





 


• Districts under 1% in 2018-2019  
• Districts with alternate assessment participants not identified in disability categories 


indicative of a cognitive disability 
• District Justification Responses 
• District Learner Characteristic Inventory (LCI) data for high functioning students on 


alternate assessment 
• Benchmark Report (includes achievement levels on statewide assessments for the 


students’ entire school career) 
• Districts exceeding 1% in more than one subject over multiple years 


The KDE also partners with the UK Human Development Institute (HDI) to provide universal 
trainings to all districts. The Learning Management System allows district administrators and 
KDE staff to monitor and track completion of trainings annually. When appropriate, the KDE 
will continue to ask that districts provide confirmation of trainings completed during the data 
verification process.  


Evidence of Progress 


Districts who assessed more than 1.0% of their students using the alternate assessments during 
the 2018-2019 school year submitted a Justification Requirement Form to the KDE in February 
2020. The first purpose of the submitted Justification Requirement Form was for districts to 
assure the KDE that they identified as eligible for the alternate assessment only those students 
with the most significant cognitive disabilities. The second purpose was to ensure ARC members 
completed the required training modules and that the district or regional special education 
cooperative provided them with sufficient training as needed. A summary of the Kentucky 
Alternate Assessment: Local District Justifications for Alternate Assessment Participation (2018-
2019 School Year Assessment Data) is located on the Kentucky Waiver page of the KDE 
website.  


To identify specific supports and oversight needed statewide, regionally and by district, the KDE 
reviewed and analyzed the submissions from districts and feedback from regional special 
education cooperative consultants. The KDE developed a scale-up plan to address needs 
identified by the participation data. Several districts communicated a need for additional training. 
The KDE shared those requests with the districts’ respective regional special education 
cooperatives for further support. Six of the 172 Kentucky school districts, in school year 2019-
2020, indicated they do not currently have a process in place to monitor alternate assessment 
participation. However, they are presently developing processes including record reviews, 
regular and ongoing monitoring by the district DoSEs and forming a committee to develop a 
districtwide process. Some Kentucky school districts explained that, due to small population 
size, they review participation of every student individually, so a districtwide plan was not 
necessary. The KDE strongly recommended that districts establish a process to review and 
monitor the identification of students taking the alternate assessment to ensure only the students 
with the most significant cognitive disabilities are taking an alternate assessment. The KDE 



https://education.ky.gov/specialed/excep/instresources/Documents/2019_20DisAssurAltAssessPar.pdf

https://education.ky.gov/specialed/excep/instresources/Documents/2019_20DisAssurAltAssessPar.pdf
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provided steps a district can take to develop a process to monitor the identification of students for 
the alternate assessment. Those recommendations are included in the Alternate Assessment 
Participation Guidelines Participation Record Review Document. 


As part of the scale-up plan, the KDE and the AADAG have revised the targeted monitoring 
process again for 2020 to determine if ARCs made IDEA eligibility decisions for alternate 
assessment participation consistent and in alignment with federal and state laws and regulations 
pursuant to 34 CFR 300.320(a)(6)(ii) and 707 KAR 1:320, Section 5. The revisions to the 
monitoring process included:  


• an increase in the number of districts reviewed 
• an increase in number of student files reviewed 
• a revision to the Data Verification Report including 


o clarifications of identified noncompliance as requested in district feedback 
o new required actions based upon review findings 


• a review of the statewide alternate assessment benchmark report to monitor student 
achievement levels and statewide assessment participation (general or alternate 
assessment)  


All Kentucky school districts were subject to a data review, and when a district met one or more 
of the criteria below, the DIMR completed a desk audit review. In the desk audit review, the 
DIMR conducted an examination of a sample of student due process files. The criteria for 
determining whether a district required additional monitoring included quantitative and 
qualitative data as described above in Requirement 3(B). Some of those criteria included: 


a) The district exceeded 1.0% alternate assessment participation based on 2018-2019 
assessment data. 


b) The district exceeded the 2018-2019 statewide and district-level disproportionality ratio 
in at least one area based upon students eligible to participate in the alternate assessment. 


c) The district identified students as eligible who showed characteristics not typical of 
students with the most significant cognitive disabilities based upon data and information 
derived from Learner Characteristics Inventories. 


d) The district demonstrated an increase in alternate assessment participation over multiple 
years. 


e) The district responses justifying the need to exceed 1.0% alternate assessment 
participation required further examination. 


In 2018-2019, the KDE reviewed a sample of student files obtained across 39 Kentucky school 
districts. As part of its scale-up plan, the KDE has increased the number of districts and student 
files reviewed since the 2018-2019 school year to ensure the validity of student sampling. The 
KDE’s 2019-2020 desk audit review included a sample of student files from 53 districts that met 
at least one of the criteria listed above. 



https://education.ky.gov/specialed/excep/instresources/Documents/2018%20Alternate%20Assessment%20Participation%20Guidelines%20Record%20Review%20Document.pdf

https://education.ky.gov/specialed/excep/instresources/Documents/2018%20Alternate%20Assessment%20Participation%20Guidelines%20Record%20Review%20Document.pdf

https://apps.legislature.ky.gov/law/kar/707/001/320.pdf





 


During the 2020-2021 school year, the KDE will monitor alternate assessment participation 
through a desk audit review based upon the above-described process.  The KDE will make a new 
update to the Data Verification Report which includes a requirement for the school district to 
complete a root cause analysis and corrective action plan (CAP) if the KDE identifies any 
noncompliance. Each Kentucky school district will have the support of an exceptional children 
consultant from KDE as the CAP lead and support from the regional special education 
cooperative throughout the CAP process. The KDE held a virtual meeting with the regional 
cooperative special education directors on August 5, 2020 to discuss the upcoming changes. The 
KDE shared updates to the process with Kentucky’s school districts through monthly regional 
special education cooperative meetings and updates will be disseminated to the districts via 
additional guidance this winter.  


To ensure that districts provide sufficient training to school staff who participate as members of 
an ARC understand and implement the guidelines so that all students are appropriately assessed, 
the KDE updated the annual review module and sent, by email, the updated guidance on the 
Alternate Assessment Module Plan to the special education regional cooperatives to in turn share 
with districts (see Attachment 6 for the module plan).  


(C) The State will address any disproportionality in the percentage of students taking the 
alternate assessment. 


The KDE will continue to address any disproportionality in the percentage of students in any 
subgroup taking the alternate assessment through a variety of activities including: 


• Calculating and analyzing alternate assessment participation rates among subgroups at 
the state and district levels; 


• Comparing subgroup data for multiple school years to identify any trends in subgroup 
participation; 


• Calculating and analyzing statewide and district-level data using a disproportionality rate 
comparison; 


• Improving and implementing the KDE’s scale-up plan to include an updated targeted 
monitoring process to determine whether the disproportionate representation of students 
in subgroups is due to inappropriate identification under the IDEA; 


• Reviewing district justifications to examine and identify district-level processes in place 
to address disproportionality, specific support and guidance needed for districts and any 
unusual patterns in the data; 


• Engaging with stakeholder groups to address disproportionality and to make certain only 
students with the most significant cognitive disabilities are participating in the alternate 
assessments; 


• Maintaining and updating guidance and training resources on the KDE website; and 
• Making assessment data publicly available. 







 


As required under the IDEA, Kentucky’s State Advisory Council for Exceptional Children 
(SACEC) provides guidance to the KDE with respect to special education and related services 
for children with disabilities in Kentucky. The SACEC has continued to meet quarterly to 
provide KDE with valuable input and feedback to assist in setting future goals to address 
disproportionality. The KDE will continue to provide guidance and regional training specific to 
calculating and addressing disproportionality at KDE and CCEIS meetings and trainings.   


Evidence of Progress 


As stated in Requirement 4 (B)(a), the KDE scaled-up the monitoring plan for the 2019-2020 
school year. The KDE increased the number of school districts and student files reviewed, and 
the KDE included more detailed clarification and feedback in its reports.  


To address any inappropriate identification and documentation of alternate assessment eligibility, 
the KDE provided districts with a Data Verification Report including individual student record 
feedback. The report also described and explained when the documented evidence did not 
support that the student had a significant cognitive disability. In those instances, the Data 
Verification Report informed the districts that it was necessary for them to reconvene an ARC to 
discuss and document completion of the Kentucky Alternate Assessment Participation 
Guidelines to determine if the student was identified for the appropriate state assessment.  


The KDE compared school years 2016-2017, 2017-2018 and 2018-2019 participation and 
disproportionality data among subgroups to identify any trends in subgroup participation. In 
2016-2017, the subgroup with disproportionality risk ratios above 2.0 in every subject area was 
students eligible for free or reduced-price meals. In 2017-2018, the statewide disproportionality 
risk ratios for that subgroup decreased in all subject areas at the elementary and middle school 
levels and decreased for high school students in the subject areas of writing, mathematics and 
social studies. The statewide disproportionality data also indicated a decrease in the risk ratio for 
50% of the subgroup categories. Due to an increase in the risk ratio for high school students in 
the subgroup of Pacific Islander students, the KDE reviewed alternate assessment participation 
for all students in this subgroup. Through record reviews, the KDE found ARCs made alternate 
assessment eligibility decisions using appropriate district-approved policies, procedures and 
practices which were consistent and in alignment with alternate assessment Participation 
Guidelines.  


In the 2019-2020 school year, the KDE reviewed disproportionality data from the 2018-2019 
school year assessment data and determined that only students eligible for free or reduced price 
meals exceeded the 2.0 risk ratio, across all grade levels, for disproportionality of students 
participating in the alternate assessment (see Attachment 7 for disproportionality data). The files 
reviewed through the monitoring process included a large sample of students eligible for free or 
reduced-price meals.  


The KDE will continue to provide districts and regional cooperatives with statewide and district-
level data based upon a risk ratio calculation to ensure districts are able to address any 



https://education.ky.gov/CommOfEd/adv/Pages/State-Advisory-Panel-on-Exceptional-Children-(SAPEC).aspx





 


disproportionality in the students participating in the alternate assessment. The KDE will use 
2020-2021 alternate assessment eligibility data to continue to address disproportionality, by 
subgroup, through statewide data analysis, district-level data analysis and the targeted 
monitoring process. 


Requirement 5 34 CFR §200.6(c)(4)(v) Meet the requirements in paragraph (c)(4)(i) 
through (c)(4)(iv) and demonstrate substantial progress toward each component of the 
prior year’s plan and timeline, which was required under Requirement 4(C). 


The KDE has met all requirements of 34 CFR §200.6(c)(4)(i) through (c)(4)(iv) and provided 
evidence demonstrating substantial progress and completion toward each component of the prior 
year’s plan and timeline. Components of the prior year’s plan that Kentucky school districts and 
the KDE were unable to complete due to COVID-19 delays will be addressed and completed 
during the 2020-2021 school year. Documentation of evidence is provided in Appendix A. The 
KDE has also outlined the revisions to its plan and timeline to facilitate continued progress in 
reducing the percentage of students participating in the alternate assessment and to continue 
progress toward meeting the 1.0% statewide goal set by ESSA. 







 


Appendix A: Documentation of Evidence 


SECTION 1: INITIAL WAIVER REQUEST REQUIREMENTS 


Requirement 1 – 34 CFR §200.6(c)(4)(i): Submit the waiver request at least 90 days before 
testing window starts for the relevant subject. 


State Response Supporting Evidence 


Kentucky indicated the 
dates of its upcoming 
alternate assessment 
testing window. The 
state provided 
opportunity for public 
comment and confirmed 
that the waiver request 
was being submitted 90 
days prior to the 
beginning of the testing 
window. 


• Start date of first alternate assessment testing window for 
2020-2021 school year: February 15, 2019 


• Date that is 90 days prior to the start date for the first 
alternate assessment testing window: November 17, 2020 


• Attachment 8: Documentation that defines updated alternate 
assessment testing windows for 2020-2021 school year. 


Documents related to the public comment period:  
• Attachment 9 includes KDE’s news release of the public 


notice and comment period.  


Requirement 2 (A) – 34 CFR §200.6(c)(4)(ii)(A): Provide State-level data from the current or 
previous year that shows the number and percent in each subgroup who took the alternate 
assessment in the subject area. 


State Response Supporting Evidence 


Kentucky provided detailed 
data on alternate assessment 
participation in 2018-2019 
school year for all ESSA- 
required subgroups. 
Kentucky also provided 
estimated assessment 
participation data for 2019-
2020 and 2020-2021 school 
years. 


• Attachment 1: Participation of Kentucky Students in 
Statewide Assessment for School Year 2018-2019 and 
Estimated Participation in Statewide Assessment for 
School Year 2020-2021- By Sub‐Group 


• Table 1: Participation of Kentucky Students in Statewide 
Assessment for School Year 2018-2019. 


• Table 2: Estimated Participation Rates by Subject Area 
for the 2020-2021 School Year  


 


  







 


Requirement 2 (B) - 34 CFR §200.6(c)(4)(ii)(B): Provide State-level data from the current or 
previous year on the overall assessment participation rate for all students and for students 
with disabilities. 


State Response Supporting Evidence 


Kentucky provided detailed 
data on overall assessment 
participation rates for all 
students and for students 
with disabilities to confirm 
that at least 95% of all 
students and at least 95% of 
students with disabilities 
participated in state 
assessments for the 2018-
2019 school year. 


• Table 7: 2018-2019 Overall Statewide, Assessed by 
Subject 


• KDE School Report Card 2018-2019 School Year – 
Assessment and Performance Data 


Requirement 3 (A) – 34 CFR §200.6(c)(4)(iii)(A): Provide assurance that districts over 1.0 
percent participation in the alternate assessment followed the state’s participation guidelines. 


State Response Supporting Evidence 


Kentucky provided an 
assurance that it has 
verified that each district 
with more than 1.0% 
participation in the 
alternate assessment 
followed the state’s 
guidelines for 
participation. 


• Attachment 2: Documentation that the KDE requested 
each district over 1.0% alternate assessment participation 
to provide a written confirmation that its IEP teams 
(known as Admission and Release Committee (ARC) in 
Kentucky): 


o followed the state’s guidelines for participation in 
the alternate assessment;  


o informed parents of students with the most 
significant cognitive disabilities of the 
implications of participation in the alternate 
assessment; and, 


o the district reported disproportionality in the 
percentage of students in any subgroup taking the 
alternate assessment, or that the district is 
currently addressing or has plans to address any 
disproportionality.  


• 2020-2021 1.0% CAP on Alternate Assessment 
Participation District Assurance Form 



https://www.kyschoolreportcard.com/organization/20/academic_performance/assessment_performance/state_assessments_enrollment?year=2019

https://www.kyschoolreportcard.com/organization/20/academic_performance/assessment_performance/state_assessments_enrollment?year=2019

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSd1cWQclwuqZiL3eu_r8lJvqJZr5AKz0hhORksfONoXB32UgA/viewform

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSd1cWQclwuqZiL3eu_r8lJvqJZr5AKz0hhORksfONoXB32UgA/viewform





 


State Response Supporting Evidence 


• 2020-2021 1.0% CAP on Alternate Assessment 
Participation District Assurance Form Responses  


• 2019-2020 District Alternate Assessment Participation 
Justification Requirement Form 


• 2019-2020 District Alternate Assessment Participation 
Justification Summary 


Requirement 3 (B) – 34 CFR §200.6(c)(4)(iii)(B): Provide assurance that any 
disproportionality in students taking the alternate assessment will be addressed. 


State Response Supporting Evidence 


Kentucky provided an 
assurance that it has 
verified that each Kentucky 
school district with more 
than 1.0 percent 
participation in the 
alternate assessment will 
address any 
disproportionality in 
participation in the 
alternate assessment. 


• Attachment 2: Documentation that the KDE requested 
each district over 1.0 percent alternate assessment 
participation to provide written confirmation that (1) its 
ARCs followed the state’s guidelines for participation in 
the alternate assessment, (2) its ARCs informed parents 
of students with the most significant cognitive 
disabilities of the implications of participation in the 
alternate assessment, and (3) the district has addressed or 
has plans to address disproportionality in the percentage 
of students in any subgroup taking the alternate 
assessment.  


• 2020-2021 1.0% CAP on Alternate Assessment 
Participation District Assurance Form 


• 2020-2021 1.0% CAP on Alternate Assessment 
Participation District Assurance Form Responses  


• 2019-2020 District Alternate Assessment Participation 
Justification Requirement Form 


• 2019-2020 District Alternate Assessment Participation 
Justification Summary 


• Public reporting of alternate assessment participation by 
subgroup is located in the School Report Card under 
Academic Performance, Assessment and Performance, 
State Assessments (Enrollment), Assessed vs. Not 
Assessed table. 



https://education.ky.gov/specialed/excep/instresources/Documents/DstrctAltAsmntPrtcptnAssurances.pdf

https://education.ky.gov/specialed/excep/instresources/Documents/DstrctAltAsmntPrtcptnAssurances.pdf

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSctILQ64luWBBjVYhmDI861MSwWS87zWqKCapq26kaujepVFg/viewform

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSctILQ64luWBBjVYhmDI861MSwWS87zWqKCapq26kaujepVFg/viewform

https://education.ky.gov/specialed/excep/instresources/Documents/2019_20DisAssurAltAssessPar.pdf

https://education.ky.gov/specialed/excep/instresources/Documents/2019_20DisAssurAltAssessPar.pdf

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSd1cWQclwuqZiL3eu_r8lJvqJZr5AKz0hhORksfONoXB32UgA/viewform

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSd1cWQclwuqZiL3eu_r8lJvqJZr5AKz0hhORksfONoXB32UgA/viewform

https://education.ky.gov/specialed/excep/instresources/Documents/DstrctAltAsmntPrtcptnAssurances.pdf

https://education.ky.gov/specialed/excep/instresources/Documents/DstrctAltAsmntPrtcptnAssurances.pdf

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSctILQ64luWBBjVYhmDI861MSwWS87zWqKCapq26kaujepVFg/viewform

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSctILQ64luWBBjVYhmDI861MSwWS87zWqKCapq26kaujepVFg/viewform

https://education.ky.gov/specialed/excep/instresources/Documents/2019_20DisAssurAltAssessPar.pdf

https://education.ky.gov/specialed/excep/instresources/Documents/2019_20DisAssurAltAssessPar.pdf





 


State Response Supporting Evidence 


• Public reporting of percent of districts with 
disproportionate representation of racial and ethnic 
groups in specific disability categories that is the result of 
inappropriate identification. 


• Attachment 10: Information on how disproportionality is 
calculated by the state. 


• Stakeholder group discussion and input on ways to 
address disproportionality in alternate assessment 
participation:  


o Attachment 3: List of trainings and meetings 
where disproportionality was discussed 


o Attachment 11: Statewide CCEIS Webinar 2020 


• See Requirement 4 (B) and (C) in waiver request for 
documentation of state monitoring based on 
disproportionality rate comparison. 


 
Requirement 4 (A) – 34 CFR §200.6(c)(4)(iv)(A): Submit a plan and timeline by which the 
State will improve the implementation of its participation guidelines, including if necessary, 
revising its definition of “students with the most significant cognitive disabilities” in future 
school years. 


State Response Supporting Evidence 
Kentucky provided a plan 
and timeline for improving 
its alternative assessment 
guidelines. 


• Kentucky Waiver to be submitted November 17, 2020 
includes an outline of the steps the state took to improve 
implementation of its participation guidelines. 


• Attachment 5: 2020-2021 Waiver Work Timeline Draft. 
• Attachment 12: AA universal training module outline – 


A series of six universal training modules are required 
for all ARC members and are located on the UK HDI 
Learning Management System (LMS). The purposes of 
these training modules were (1) to implement the 
requirements set forth in the ESSA and (2) to support 
districts in the implementation of the Kentucky Alternate 
Assessment Participation Guidelines. 


• Kentucky 1.0% waiver information, guidance, training 
and other resources are available on the new Kentucky 
Alternate Assessment Participation Waiver page of the 
KDE website. 


• Parent Guide: Kentucky Alternate Assessment (2020 
revisions coming soon). 



https://education.ky.gov/specialed/excep/IDEA/Documents/i10_1819%5b1%5d.pdf

https://education.ky.gov/specialed/excep/IDEA/Documents/i10_1819%5b1%5d.pdf

https://education.ky.gov/specialed/excep/IDEA/Documents/i10_1819%5b1%5d.pdf

https://education.ky.gov/specialed/excep/IDEA/Documents/i10_1819%5b1%5d.pdf

https://www.hdilearning.org/course-catalog/?woo_category=432

https://www.hdilearning.org/course-catalog/?woo_category=432

https://education.ky.gov/specialed/excep/instresources/Pages/Kentucky-Alternate-Assessment-Participation-Waiver-.aspx

https://education.ky.gov/specialed/excep/instresources/Pages/Kentucky-Alternate-Assessment-Participation-Waiver-.aspx

https://education.ky.gov/specialed/excep/instresources/Documents/Parent_Guide_to_Alternate_K-Prep.pdf





 


State Response Supporting Evidence 
• Attachment 13: Parent info sheet draft– to be used in an 


ARC meeting discussing state assessment participation. 
• Guidance for ARCs on Participation Decisions for the 


Kentucky Alternate Assessment 2018-2019. 
• Student Data Analysis Reflection Worksheet –


Worksheet provided to Kentucky LEAs to assist them in 
data review and analysis as required to complete 
Participation Guidelines. 


• Attachment 14: Guidance on the Participation in the 
Kentucky Alternate for Parents module – 2nd Draft 


Requirement 4 (B) – 34 CFR §200.6(c)(4)(iv)(B): Submit a plan and timeline by which the 
State will take additional steps to support and provide appropriate oversight to each LEA that 
the state anticipates will assess more than 1.0 percent with the alternate assessment. 


State Response Supporting Evidence 
Kentucky provided a plan 
and timeline for additional 
steps it is has taken to 
support and provide 
appropriate oversight of 
Kentucky school districts 
expected to assess more 
than 1.0 percent on the 
alternate assessment. 


• Requirement 3 and Requirement 4 of the Kentucky 
waiver to be submitted November 17, 2020 that includes 
an outline of the steps the state took to support and 
provide appropriate oversight to each LEA that the state 
anticipates will assess more than 1.0% with the alternate 
assessment. 


• See Examples of Evidence in Requirement 4 (A) –34 
CFR §200.6(c)(4)(iv)(A) above. 


• Attachment 5: 2020-2021 Waiver Work Timeline Draft. 
• 2019-2020 District Alternate Assessment Participation 


Justification Summary – The KDE reviewed and 
analyzed responses and feedback from districts to 
determine district specific training and supports needed.  


• Attachment 12: Updated and Ongoing Participation for 
Alternate Assessment (P4AA) plan – 2020-2021 Annual 
Review Training Module on determining alternate 
assessment participation.  


Requirement 4 (C) – 34 CFR §200.6(c)(4)(iv)(C): Submit a plan and timeline by which the 
State will address any disproportionality in the percentage of students taking the alternate 
assessment 


State Response Supporting Evidence 
Kentucky provided a 
plan and timeline for 
addressing any 
disproportionality.  


• See Examples of Evidence in Requirement 3 (B) –34 CFR 
§200.6(c)(4)(iii)(B) above. 


• Requirement 4 (C) of the Kentucky waiver submitted 
November 17, 2020 includes an outline of the steps the 
state took to address any disproportionality in the 
percentage of students taking the alternate assessment. 



https://education.ky.gov/specialed/excep/instresources/Documents/Guidance_for_Admissions_and_Release_Participation_Decisions_for_Alternate_Assessment.pdf

https://education.ky.gov/specialed/excep/instresources/Documents/Guidance_for_Admissions_and_Release_Participation_Decisions_for_Alternate_Assessment.pdf

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1SukyWQqlEPw8ZGoF9BfoLwyz--Ob0jFR/view

https://education.ky.gov/specialed/excep/instresources/Documents/2019_20DisAssurAltAssessPar.pdf

https://education.ky.gov/specialed/excep/instresources/Documents/2019_20DisAssurAltAssessPar.pdf

https://www.hdilearning.org/courses/kde-201-2020/

https://www.hdilearning.org/courses/kde-201-2020/





 


State Response Supporting Evidence 
• Attachment 3:  List of trainings and meetings where 


disproportionality discussed 
• Attachment 7: 2018-2019 – Statewide Disproportionality 


of Students Participating in AA-AAAS. 
• Public reporting of alternate assessment participation by 


subgroup is located in the School Report Card under 
Academic Performance, Assessment and Performance, 
State Assessments (Enrollment), Assessed vs. Not 
Assessed table. 


• Attachment 15: Data Verification Report template –
Template of the Report the KDE provided to districts 
which were monitored through the alternate assessment 
participation state monitoring process. 


SECTION 2: WAIVER CONTINUATION REQUESTS 
Requirements 1, 2(A), 2(B), 3(A), 3(B), 4(A), 4(B), 4(C) [see SECTION 1] – Meet the 
requirements in paragraph (c)(4)(i) through (c)(4)(iv).   


State Response Supporting Evidence 
The state showed that it 
met each of the four 
requirements for waiver 
approval.   


• Kentucky continues to meet requirements for requesting a 
waiver as documented in the Kentucky waiver to be 
submitted November 17, 2020. 


• SECTION 1 of the 2020-2021 Kentucky Waiver 
Requirements Evidence Table above documents 
completion of Requirements 1, 2(A), 2(B), 3(A), 3(B), 
4(A), 4(B), 4(C).  


• Table 5 - Documentation of changes in participation rates 
in alternate assessment in each subject area. 


• Attachment 1: Participation of Kentucky Students in 
Statewide Assessment for School Year 2018-2019 and 
Estimated Participation in Statewide Assessment for 
School Year 2020-2021- By Sub‐Group 


• Table 1: Participation of Kentucky Students in Statewide 
Assessment for School Year 2018-2019. 


• Table 2: Estimated Participation Rates by Subject Area for 
2020-2021 School Year. 


Requirement 5 – 34 CFR §200.6(c)(4)(v): Demonstrate substantial progress toward each 
component of the prior year’s plan and timeline, which was required under Requirement 4 
(C). 



https://www.kyschoolreportcard.com/organization/20/academic_performance/assessment_performance/state_assessments_enrollment?year=2019

https://www.kyschoolreportcard.com/organization/20/academic_performance/assessment_performance/state_assessments_enrollment?year=2019

https://www.kyschoolreportcard.com/organization/20/academic_performance/assessment_performance/state_assessments_enrollment?year=2019

https://www.kyschoolreportcard.com/organization/20/academic_performance/assessment_performance/state_assessments_enrollment?year=2019





 


State Response Supporting Evidence 
The state showed that it 
made progress toward its 
prior year’s plan and 
timeline. 


Evidence to support this requirement includes: 
• Kentucky documented completion and progress of each 


component of the prior year’s plan and timeline as 
“Evidence of Progress” in its waiver to be submitted on 
November 17, 2020.  


• Table 3 and Table 4: Overall Statewide Yearly Trend in 
Participation and Eligibility in the Kentucky Alternate 
Assessment. 


• District Alternate Assessment Participation: 
Documentation of districts exceeding 1.0% participation. 


 
 
 



https://education.ky.gov/specialed/excep/instresources/Documents/2019_20DisAssurAltAssessPar.pdf

https://education.ky.gov/specialed/excep/instresources/Documents/2019_20DisAssurAltAssessPar.pdf



		NOTICE OF PUBLIC COMMENT PERIOD: Any individual or organization may submit written comments on the proposed waiver pursuant to 34 C.F.R. §200.6(c)(4). Written comments shall be accepted through November 3, 2020.

		Requirement 1 – 34 CFR §200.6(c)(4)(i): Be submitted at least 90 days prior to the start of the State’s testing window for the relevant subject;



		Kentucky’s first of two assessment windows for the alternate assessment for students with significant cognitive disabilities has been amended for the 2020-2021 school year due to the impact COVID-19 had on schools and districts. The first testing wind...

		Evidence of Progress

		Requirement 2 –34 CFR §200.6(c)(4)(ii): Provide state-level data, from the current or previous year, to show: (A) the number and percent in each subgroup who took the alternate assessment in the subject area; and (B) the State has measured the achieve...








Group Total Grades 3-8 and HS SY 
2018-2019



# Taking State ELA AA AAAS Gr. 3-8 
and HS SY 2018-2019



% Taking State ELA AA AAAS Gr. 
3-8 and HS SY 2018-2019



All Students 349,923 3,952 1.13%
White 265,921 3,031 1.14%
Black 36,931 487 1.32%



Hispanic/Latino 25,313 209 0.83%
Asian 6,180 73 1.18%



American Indian/
Alaska Native



434 5 1.15%



Pacific Islander 464 3 0.65%
Two or More Races 14,641 135 0.92%



Econ. Disadv. 212,860 3,284 1.54%
English Learner 13,426 213 1.59%



Migrant 1,621 19 1.17%
Homeless 10,962 168 1.53%



Group Estimated  Total Grades 3-8 and HS 
SY 2020-2021



Estimated  # Taking State ELA AA 
AAAS Gr. 3-8 and HS  SY 2020-2021



Estimated  % Taking State ELA AA 
AAAS Gr. 3-8 and HS  SY 2020-



All Students 349,553 3,204 0.92%
White 260,080 2,421 0.93%
Black 37,734 395 1.05%



Hispanic/Latino 27,999 189 0.68%
Asian 6,476 58 0.90%



American Indian/
Alaska Native



442 2 0.45%



Pacific Islander 497 2 0.40%
Two or More Races 16,323 134 0.82%



Econ. Disadv. 172,290 182 1.20%
English Learner 15,218 182 1.20%



Migrant 1,619 6 0.37%
Homeless 2,062 23 1.12%



Reading Grades 3 - 8 and High School (HS)



Participation of Kentucky Students in Alternate Assessment by Sub-Group



KDE:OSEEL:DIMR Participation of Kentucky Students in Alternate Assessment by Sub-Group Based on 2018-2019 Assessment Data 
& 2020-2021 IEP Data











Group Total Grades 3-8 and HS SY 
2018-2019



# Taking State Math AA AAAS Gr. 3-8 
and HS SY 2018-2019



% Taking State Math AA AAAS Gr. 
3-8 and HS SY 2018-2019



All Students 349,926 3,955 1.13%
White 265,933 3,043 1.14%
Black 36,922 478 1.29%



Hispanic/Latino 25,322 218 0.86%
Asian 6,173 66 1.07%



American Indian/
Alaska Native



433 4 0.92%



Pacific Islander 464 3 0.65%
Two or More Races 14,640 134 0.92%



Econ. Disadv. 212,864 3,288 1.54%
English Learner 13,430 217 1.62%



Migrant 1,620 18 1.11%
Homeless 10,966 172 1.57%



Group Estimated  Total Grades 3-8 and HS 
SY 2020-2021



Estimated  # Taking State ELA AA 
AAAS Gr. 3-8 and HS  SY 2020-2021



Estimated  % Taking State ELA AA 
AAAS Gr. 3-8 and HS  SY 2020-



All Students 349,553 3,204 0.92%
White 260,080 2,421 0.93%
Black 37,734 395 1.05%



Hispanic/Latino 27,999 189 0.68%
Asian 6,476 58 0.90%



American Indian/
Alaska Native



442 2 0.45%



Pacific Islander 497 2 0.40%
Two or More Races 16,323 134 0.82%



Econ. Disadv. 172,290 182 1.20%
English Learner 15,218 182 1.20%



Migrant 1,619 6 0.37%
Homeless 2,062 23 1.12%



Math Grades 3 - 8 and High School (HS)



Participation of Kentucky Students in Alternate Assessment by Sub-Group



KDE:OSEEL:DIMR Participation of Kentucky Students in Alternate Assessment by Sub-Group Based on 2018-2019 Assessment Data 
& 2020-2021 IEP Data











Group Total Grades 3-8 and HS 
SY 2018-2019



# Taking State Science AA AAAS Gr. 
3-8 and HS SY 2018-2019



% Taking State Science AA AAAS 
Gr. 3-8 and HS SY 2018-2019



All Students 147,032 1,738 1.18%
White 142,588 1,342 1.19%
Black 15,367 222 1.44%



Hispanic/Latino 10,317 87 0.84%
Asian 2,640 29 1.10%



American Indian/Alaska 
Native



192 3 1.56%



Pacific Islander 177 2 1.13%
Two or More Races 5,735 52 0.91%



Econ. Disadv. 87,187 1,418 1.63%
English Learner 5,484 88 1.60%



Migrant 654 12 1.83%
Homeless 4,319 68 1.57%



Group Estimated  Total Grades 3-8 and HS 
SY 2020-2021



Estimated  # Taking State ELA AA 
AAAS Gr. 3-8 and HS  SY 2020-2021



Estimated  % Taking State ELA AA 
AAAS Gr. 3-8 and HS  SY 2020-



All Students 149,267 1,411 0.95%
White 112,031 1,062 0.95%
Black 16,005 193 1.21%



Hispanic/Latino 11,641 75 0.64%
Asian 2,810 30 1.07%



American Indian/
Alaska Native



198 1 0.51%



Pacific Islander 215 0 0.00%
Two or More Races 6,367 50 0.79%



Econ. Disadv. 71,425 906 1.27%
English Learner 6,200 72 1.16%



Migrant 629 3 0.48%
Homeless 848 8 0.94%



Science Grades 3 - 8 and High School (HS)



Participation of Kentucky Students in Alternate Assessment by Sub-Group



KDE:OSEEL:DIMR Participation of Kentucky Students in Alternate Assessment by Sub-Group Based on 2018-2019 Assessment Data 
& 2020-2021 IEP Data








			2018-19 & 20-21 estimate
















Categories for Risk Ratio Calculation



Subjects



● Reading (Elementary/Middle)
● Math (Elementary/Middle)
● Writing 



(Elementary/Middle/High)
● Science (Elementary/Middle)
● Social Studies 



(Elementary/Middle)
● English II (High)
● Algebra II (High)
● US History (High)



Student Groups



 Race



 Gender



 Free/Reduced Lunch Eligible



 English Learners



 Migrant



 Homeless











Calculation – Risk Ratio



The risk for all students NOT in that student group to 
participate in alternate assessment



The risk for a specific student group to participate 
in alternate assessment



Compared To



A risk ratio is the comparison of two different risks:











Example
 White students taking alternate assessment: 2
 All white students assessed in the district: 250
 Non-white students taking alternate assessment: 4
 Non-white students assessed in the district: 2000



 Risk of white students taking alt. assessment: 2/250 = 0.008 
= 0.8%



 Risk of non- white students taking alt. assessment: 4/2000 = 
0.002 = 0.2%



 Risk ratio = 0.8/0.2 = 4.00



 White students are 4.00 times more likely than non-white 
students to take the alternate assessment








			Categories for Risk Ratio Calculation


			Calculation – Risk Ratio


			Example
















Coordinated Early 
Intervening Services (CEIS) 
and Comprehensive 
Coordinated Early 
Intervening Services 
(CCEIS)



Winter Webinar
February 14, 2020











CCEIS Winter Webinar



 Introductions



 CCEIS Overview



 CCEIS Blueprint and Findings So Far



 CCEIS Regulation Review



 Who May Receive Services Under CCEIS



 Implications for Special Education/Exceptional Child Services



 Supplement vs. Supplant



 Submit Questions



● We will review and answer at the end of the presentation



3





https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSeUVF-gQTO2q9AYt1LSYtqbclljRjxLQPNMtjZf6ugBDxz5Cg/viewform?usp=sf_link








CCEIS Contact Information



 Jarrod S. Slone
● On-site assistance available
● Jarrod.slone@education.ky.gov
● 502-892-6611
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CEIS vs Comprehensive CEIS (CCEIS)



CEIS (34 CFR 300.226)



 LEAs not identified with significant 
disproportionality under state criteria



 LEAs may set aside up to 15% of IDEA funds for 
CEIS



 Children without disabilities/IEPs in K-12, with a 
particular emphasis on K-3.



 Must track and report students who receive the 
services



 Allowed activities:



● Professional development



● Educational interventions and behavioral 
interventions, evaluations, services, and 
supports.



Comprehensive CEIS (CCEIS-34 
CFR 300.646)
 LEAs identified with significant 



disproportionality in identification, 
placement, and/or discipline



 LEAs must set-aside exactly 15% of IDEA 
funds



 Children ages 3 and up through grade 12



 Children with or without IEPs but not 
exclusively children with disabilities



 Must track and report students who receive 
services











CCEIS/CEIS Districts 19-20



CCEIS (Mandatory) Districts-13
 Bell County



 Breathitt County



 Clay County



 Elizabethtown Ind.



 Floyd County



 Harlan Ind.



 JCPS



 Knott County



 Middlesboro Ind.



 Oldham County



 Shelby County



 Southgate Ind.



 Wolfe Co.
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CEIS (Voluntary) District
 Warren County
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CCEIS 2019-20 by Total Subcategories











CCEIS Blueprint



 So far…
● Contacted all districts to update contacts
● Reviewed district submissions to date
Root Cause Analysis-Three districts have not yet 



submitted
CCEIS 30 60 90 and Beyond Plans-Three districts 



have not yet submitted
Students flagged in IC for CCEIS-11 districts have 



not flagged nor created the flag in IC
8











CCEIS Blueprint



 So far…
● Reviewed 2019-20 CDIP Budget 



Submissions/CCEIS Set Aside Budgets
Five districts have budget set-asides (337FC) for 



2019-20*
If you have not created your set-aside budgets for 



2019-20, please do so ASAP
Report of all Q1 and Q2 CCEIS expenditures due on 



Feb. 28th
9











CCEIS Blueprint



 So far…
● See your individual district review documents 



for a list of what items need to be submitted 
and/or completed



● Compliance items up to date and submitted to 
Jarrod Slone (jarrod.slone@education.ky.gov) by 
the deadline of Friday, Feb. 28th
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CCEIS Regulations



 As part of implementing Comprehensive CEIS(CCEIS), an 
LEA must identify and address the factors contributing to 
the significant disproportionality. (81 FR 243, pg. 92378)



 § 300.646(d)(1)(iii), requires an LEA, in implementing 
comprehensive CEIS, to address any policy, practice, or 
procedure it identifies as contributing to significant 
disproportionality, including any policy, practice or 
procedure that results in a failure to identify, or the 
inappropriate identification of, a racial or ethnic group 
(or groups). (81 FR 243, pg. 92378)
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CCEIS Regulations



 The LEA has discretion as to how to address the policy, 
practice, or procedure, including by eliminating, revising 
or changing how it is implemented, as long as it does so 
in a manner consistent with the requirements of the 
IDEA and its implementing regulations. (See 34 C.F.R. 
§300.646(d)(1)(iii).) 



 This change in policy, practice or procedure must be 
shared publicly.
● District website



● Board Meeting (record in minutes published)



● Media Release 12











CCEIS Regulations



CCEIS programming covers a broad range of activities that include:
 Professional development, and 



 Educational and behavioral evaluations, services, and supports,
 E.g. functional behavioral assessments, behavioral interventions plans, and positive behavioral 



interventions and supports.



 Addressing factors leading to disproportionality



 Examples:



 Lack of access to quality instruction; 



 Economic, cultural, or linguistic barriers to appropriate identification or 
placement; 



 Lack of access to screenings.
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Who may receive services under 
CEIS/CCEIS?
 Children from age 3 through grade 12, 



regardless of whether they are children with 
disabilities,



 Be a part of the population identified as 
potentially “at risk” in the district’s Risk 
Analysis
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Who may receive services under 
CEIS/CCEIS?
 The LEA may distribute the IDEA Part B funds reserved for CCEIS 



to its schools to carry out comprehensive CEIS, and the LEA 
retains discretion about how to allocate those funds within the 
LEA. As such, if an LEA determines that it is best able to address 
the factors contributing to the identified significant 
disproportionality by providing a portion of its reserved funds to a 
particular subset of schools identified during the risk analysis 
process for CCEIS, it is permitted to do so. 



 In contrast, a district that voluntarily CEIS may serve children 
without disabilities in grades K-12 with an emphasis on K-3.
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Implications for ECE 
 If comprehensive CEIS funds are used to provide services that 



address factors contributing to the significant disproportionality 
identified, then the fact that those services are also identified in 
some children’s IEPs does not make the services impermissible or 
the expenditures improper. However, we generally would not 
expect that using comprehensive CEIS funds for the purpose of 
providing services already identified on a child’s IEP would 
address factors contributing to the significant disproportionality 
identified by the State. 



 An LEA may use comprehensive CEIS funds for functional 
behavioral assessments and behavioral intervention plans, but 
only to the extent that it is doing so to address the factors 
identified by the LEA as contributing to the significant 
disproportionality. 
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Implications for ECE 
 If comprehensive CEIS funds are used to provide services that 



address factors contributing to the significant disproportionality 
identified, then the fact that those services are also identified in 
some children’s IEPs does not make the services impermissible or 
the expenditures improper. However, we generally would not 
expect that using comprehensive CEIS funds for the purpose of 
providing services already identified on a child’s IEP would 
address factors contributing to the significant disproportionality 
identified by the State. 



 An LEA may use comprehensive CEIS funds for functional 
behavioral assessments and behavioral intervention plans, but 
only to the extent that it is doing so to address the factors 
identified by the LEA as contributing to the significant 
disproportionality. 
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What are the supplement, not supplant 
requirements for CCEIS funds?



Must be used to supplement state, local, 
and other federal funds and not to supplant 
those funds.  



 This requirement applies to all Part B funds 
including any used for CCEIS.  
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What are the supplement, not supplant 
requirements for CCEIS funds?
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Supplant Supplement



Replacing/Creating already required 
RtI services i.e. Child Find 
requirements, KRS requirements



Providing new and different programs 
to assist in mitigating the effects of the 
primary issues found in the Risk 
Assessment



Using CCEIS monies to replace 
programs already in place by the 
district



Increasing frequency/depth of already 
existent MTSS (RtI/PBIS) systems so 
long as it services the population 
identified in the Risk Assessment



Paying for materials already used in 
required RtI instruction



Increasing access to scientifically 
based instruction as related to the 
population identified in the Risk 
Assessment



Enhancing already existing processes 
leading to inappropriate use of 
disciplinary removals











Key Questions



 Did your CCEIS team evaluate policies and 
procedures to determine their effects or lack 
thereof on the district’s disproportionality?



 How does your programming relate directly to 
your root cause?
● How are you keeping data on your programs 



and its effectiveness?
● What are you doing with your collected data?
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Key Questions



 How do your spending and allocations directly 
relate to your root cause?
● How are you evaluating the effectiveness of your 



spending for CCEIS services?
● Are you supplementing, not supplanting other state 



and federally required programs?
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CCEIS Blueprint



 At the KDE, we will…
● Continue to monitor progress of current CCEIS 



districts;
Reviews of CCEIS program requirements,
Review financial reports and expenditures,
Complete on-site visits for technical assistance and 



compliance.



● Work with CEIS/CCEIS districts to confer on 
MOE effects for CCEIS/CEIS districts; 22











Important Upcoming Dates



 By Feb. 28th, update and submit all items for 
which the district received feedback in CCEIS 
reviews



 If your district received communication regarding 
a financial issue with your current spending, 
please work to get that submitted by the date 
given in that communication
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Important Upcoming Dates



 Spring Statewide CCEIS Webinar
● Friday, April 10th-10:00 AM ET/9:00 AM CT



 Revised Monthly Plans due:
● Feb. 28th, March 30th, April 30th
● May 30th
Plan for continued implementation of CCEIS 



activities
 Include tentative plans for the 2020-21 year for 



any unspent CCEIS set-aside funds 24











Questions



 Submit Questions



 Jarrod S. Slone
● On-site assistance available
Jarrod.slone@education.ky.gov
502-892-6611
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https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSeUVF-gQTO2q9AYt1LSYtqbclljRjxLQPNMtjZf6ugBDxz5Cg/viewform?usp=sf_link
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 Alternate Assessment 
Training Modules 











 
 



  
 



 
  



Participation for Alternate 
Assessment (P4AA) Plan 
 Statewide Online Training Modules 



● Administrators track 
● Educator track 
● Annual Review Module (2020) 



 Regional Cooperative  Trainings 
● ARC  simulation  with  student  case 



scenarios 
● Professional learning  around  students  with  



significant  cognitive  disabilities 
● Differentiated  learning  and  Inclusion 2 





https://www.hdilearning.org/course-catalog/?woo_category=432








  



  
 



 
 



  
  



  



  
 



P4AA Project Module Training 
Outline 
 Statewide Online Training Modules 



● Administrators track (DoSE, School Admins) –
completed only once 
Modules 1, 2, 4, & 5 
ARC Chairpersons – Module 2 



● Educator track (Special Education Teachers, Related
Service Providers) – completed only once 
Modules 3 & 4 



 Annual Review Module (DoSE, School Admins, ARC
Chairpersons, Special Education Teachers, Related
Service Providers) – Completed Annually 
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Presenter


Presentation Notes


All training modules related to alternate assessment participation are provided through the University of Kentucky Human Development Institute webpage on the Learning Management System. A required certificate of completion is provided after completing the module post-quiz. Please keep the certificates for your records to be made available as needed.Once the ARC members have completed the required modules (based on the outline attached) and have obtained their certificate, they do not need to take Modules 1, 2, 3, 4, and 5 again each year. Any new DoSE, new ARC Chairpersons, new special education teachers and related service providers (who have students eligible for the alternate assessment or who will be discussing alternate assessment participation), who have not previously completed the modules, are required to complete the original modules 1-5 as outlined in the attachment.











    
   



    



 
 



 



     
    



  
 



Example 



 John - special education teacher - completed all
required modules (3 and 4) in February 2020. 



 John does not need to complete the original
modules (modules 3 and 4) annually. 



 John completed the original modules required. 
 John will need to complete the new Annual Review



Guidance for Alternate Assessment Participation
module next year. 
● The purpose of the annual module is to be an annual



refresher course on understanding and implementing
the participation guidelines each year. KDE will update 
with new information as needed. 4 





Presenter


Presentation Notes


There is no set time limit on taking and completing the modules. For example, if a new ARC Chairperson completed module 2 on June 3, 2019, they do not need to take the annual review module until next year. Districts may set up their own timeline or required date of completion. The state does not require a specific “date” of completion (there was a date the first year they were released). The module completions are used for keeping staff up to date on the information and for documenting evidence of training for the waiver requirements. 











 



  



  
  



  
 



  
   



 



  



  



  



  



  



  



  



   
 



   



Participation for Alternate Assessment (P4AA) Project 
Module Training Outline 



Administrators Track 



• Focuses on: 



• How my LEA fits into the 
bigger picture. (Modules 1 
and 5) 



• How my LEA stays 
compliant with state 
expectations. (Modules 2 and 
4) 



Educators Track 



• Focuses on: 



• How what I see and 



collect in the classroom 



informs how my student 



participates in KY 



assessments. (Module 3) 



• How what I see and 



collect in the classroom 



informs the completion of 



the LCI (Module 4) 



Annual Review for ARC 
Members Module (Updated)* 



• Refresher module focuses on: 



• How to complete the 
participation guidelines. 



• How what I see and collect 
in the classroom informs 
how my student participate 
in KY assessments. 



• How what I see and collect 
in the classroom informs the 
completion of the LCI 











 
 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 
 



 



 



 



  



 



  



 



Learning Management System: Modules Training Outline 
Module 1 Module 2 



The KY 1% Alternate 
Assessment Waiver 



• Change in Reporting 
Requirement 



• Communicating w/ 
District Staff 



Completing the 
Participation 



Guidelines 



• Defining a 
Significant Cognitive 
Disability 



• How students 
participate in KY 
Assessments 



• Accommodation vs. 
Modification 



• How to use the 
Participation 
Guidelines for 
determination 



Module 3 



Preparing for ARC -
Participation 



Guidelines 



• Defining a 
Significant Cognitive 
Disability 



• How students 
participate in KY 
Assessments 



• Accommodation vs. 
Modification 



• How to prepare to 
answer the 
Participation 
Guidelines’ 4 
Criterions 



Module 4 
Completing the 



Learner 
Characteristics 



Inventory 



• Purpose & Use 



• Guidance on 
answering each 
question 



Module 5 



Understand Your 
LEAs Alternate 



Assessment 
Population in 



Relation to the Cap 



• Data Sources that 
could be used 



• LEA comparisons 



• Red Flags to explore 











  



 
 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 
 



 



 



  



 



  



  
 



Completing the 
Learner 



Characteristics 
Inventory 



• Purpose & Use 



• Guidance on 
answering each 
question 



Learning Management System: P4AA 1% Training Modules 
Each DOSE in the state must successfully complete 



(modules in green): 
Module 1 Module 2 



The KY 1% Alternate 
Assessment Waiver 



• Change in Reporting 
Requirement 



• Communicating w/ 
District Staff 



Completing the 
Participation 



Guidelines 



• Defining a 
Significant Cognitive 
Disability 



• How students 
participate in KY 
Assessments 



• Accommodation vs. 
Modification 



• How to use the 
Participation 
Guidelines for 
determination 



Module 3 



Preparing for ARC -
Participation 



Guidelines 



• Defining a 
Significant Cognitive 
Disability 



• How students 
participate in KY 
Assessments 



• Accommodation vs. 
Modification 



• How to prepare to 
answer the 
Participation 
Guidelines’ 4 
Criterions 



Module 4 Module 5 
Understand Your 



LEAs Alternate 
Assessment 



Population in 
Relation to the Cap 



• Data Sources that 
could be used 



• LEA comparisons 



• Red Flags to explore 



*Keep Certificates of 



Completion for your 



records 











 



  



 
 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 
 



 



 



  



 



  



 



Learning Management System: P4AA 1% Training Modules 
Each ARC chair in the state must successfully complete (all modules in yellow): 



Module 1 



The KY 1% Alternate 
Assessment Waiver 



• Change in Reporting 
Requirement 



• Communicating w/ 
District Staff 



Module 2 



Completing the 
Participation 



Guidelines 



• Defining a 
Significant Cognitive 
Disability 



• How students 
participate in KY 
Assessments 



• Accommodation vs. 
Modification 



• How to use the 
Participation 
Guidelines for 
determination 



Module 3 



Preparing for ARC -
Participation 



Guidelines 



• Defining a 
Significant Cognitive 
Disability 



• How students 
participate in KY 
Assessments 



• Accommodation vs. 
Modification 



• How to prepare to 
answer the 
Participation 
Guidelines’ 4 
Criterions 



Module 5 Module 4 
Completing the 



Learner 
Characteristics 



Inventory 



• Purpose & Use 



• Guidance on 
answering each 
question 



Understand Your 
LEAs Alternate 



Assessment 
Population in 



Relation to the Cap 



• Data Sources that 
could be used 



• LEA comparisons 



• Red Flags to explore 



Must complete prior to 



chairing an ARC 



*Keep Certificates of 



Completion for your records 











  



 
 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 
 



 



 



  



 



  



Completing the 
Learner 



Characteristics 
Inventory 



• Purpose & Use 



• Guidance on 
answering each 
question 



Learning Management System: P4AA 1% Training Modules 
Each SPED Teacher in the state must successfully complete (all modules in purple): 



The KY 1% Alternate 
Assessment Waiver 



• Change in Reporting 
Requirement 



• Communicating w/ 
District Staff 



Module 1 Module 2 



Completing the 
Participation 



Guidelines 



• Defining a 
Significant Cognitive 
Disability 



• How students 
participate in KY 
Assessments 



• Accommodation vs. 
Modification 



• How to use the 
Participation 
Guidelines for 
determination 



Module 3 



Preparing for ARC -
Participation 



Guidelines 



• Defining a 
Significant Cognitive 
Disability 



• How students 
participate in KY 
Assessments 



• Accommodation vs. 
Modification 



• How to prepare to 
answer the 
Participation 
Guidelines’ 4 
Criterions 



Module 5 Module 4 
Understand Your 



LEAs Alternate 
Assessment 



Population in 
Relation to the Cap 



• Data Sources that 
could be used 



• LEA comparisons 



• Red Flags to explore 



*Keep Certificates of 



Completion for your records 











 



  



  



 
 



Learning Management System: 
Annual Review for ARC Members Module 



Updated Annually 



Refresher module for all ARC 



members who have 



completed all required 



modules in Administrators 



Track or Educators Track 



(slide 1) 



Preparing and Completing - Participation 
Guidelines 



• Defining a Significant Cognitive Disability 



• How students participate in KY Assessments 



• Accommodation vs. Modification 



• How to prepare to answer the Participation 
Guidelines’ 4 Criterions 



• How to use the Participation Guidelines for 
determination 



*Keep Certificates of 



Completion for your records 











 



  
  



 
 



For More Information 



 Please Contact: 
Tania M. Sharp 
Exceptional Children Consultant 
Division of IDEA Monitoring & Results 
Office of Special Education & Early Learning 
(502) 564-4970, ext. 4124 
Email: tania.sharp@education.ky.gov 
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The Kentucky Alternate K-PREP (state assessment) 
for Students with Significant Cognitive Disabilities 



 
 



 



 



 



WHO 
The Alternate K-PREP addresses the needs of students with the most significant cognitive 



disabilities, by allowing greater depth of adaptations, modifications and alternative modes of 
participation for the state assessment. 



WHAT 
The Alternate K-PREP measures what students know and what they can and is aligned with the 



Kentucky Academic Standards for each subject.  
 



Alternate Assessment has two major components: 
1. Attainment Tasks measure the student’s performance on completing specific tasks/activities. 



Reading - Grades 3-8 & 10 
Mathematics - Grades 3-8 & 10 



Science - Grades 4, 7 & 11 Social 
Studies - Grades 5, 8, & 11  



Writing - Grades 5, 8 & 11 



2. Transition Attainment Record measures student performance on academic skills needed 
for transition. 



WHEN 
Administered during two 6 week testing periods 



Typically administered at the end of the fall semester before Christmas and at the end of the 
spring semester before the end of school. 



Decisions to participate in the state alternate assessment are reviewed annually by the student’s 
ARC. 



HOW 
The ARC reviews student participation in state assessments annually at the IEP meeting.  



Administered one-on-one by a trained educator who is familiar with the student and his/her 
needs. Tests are paper based and include pictures. The test administrator reads the script 



signified by quotation marks to the student exactly as it is written. There are picture/answer 
choices for the student to choose from when answering the questions. 



WHY 
Measures what students know in academic content areas. These measures help identify and 



address gaps in knowledge or skills so students get the support they need. 











 



Comparison of Regular K-PREP and the Alternate K-PREP 
 



Regular K-PREP Alternate K-PREP 
All students enrolled in grades 3 through 8, 10 and 
11, including newly enrolled students, must take 
the K-PREP unless they are participating in the 
Alternate K-PREP 



Students with the most significant cognitive 
disabilities who meet all participation criteria 
listed in Participation Guidelines 



Time limits- student IEPs can include extended 
time as an accommodation. 



Not a timed test- one content area per day 



Four (4) multiple choice options – cannot be 
modified (no pictures) 



Three (3) multiple choice options with pictures 
and individually administered 



Short answers, open responses and on-demand 
writing 



No short answers, open responses or on 
demand writing required 



Short and long passage text Modified language of same grade level 
standards to create less depth and breadth in the 
text 



State-approved accommodations (based on individual student needs and abilities) including but not 
limited to: Reader or Scripted Assessment, Scribe, Calculator, Manipulatives, Paraphrasing or 
Simplified Language, Bilingual or English Dictionaries, Oral Native Language Support, Extended 
Time, Use of Technology, Reinforcement and Behavior Modification Strategies and Interpreter for 
Students with Deafness or Hearing Impairment 



Frequently Asked Question (included in Parent Guide to Alternate K-PREP) 
QUESTION: Can my child receive a regular high school diploma if he/she participates in the 
alternate assessment? 



ANSWER: The ARC must determine if a student’s demonstrated cognitive ability and adaptive 
behavior prevent completion of the general education course of study (including the minimum 
graduation requirements) even with program modifications and/or accommodations. The ARC 
uses a variety of data and information such as the Participation Guidelines for the Alternate 
Assessment, psycho-educational integrated report, the Learner Characteristics Inventory (LCI), 
student work, student observations and any other relevant information to make this 
determination. 



If this is the case, the ARC must determine the student would not be able to complete the general 
education course of study to earn a regular high school diploma and would therefore complete an 
alternate course of study to receive an Alternative High School Diploma as stated in Kentucky 
Regulations 704 KAR 3:305 (section 10). 



MORE INFORMATION: Participating in the alternate assessment does not preclude a student 
with the most significant cognitive disabilities from attempting to complete the requirements for 
a regular high school diploma as stated in the Every Student Succeeds Act, Title I, Section 1111 
(b)(2)(D)(i)(VII). Information on graduation requirements can be found on the Minimum High 
School Graduation Requirements page of the KDE website. 





https://education.ky.gov/specialed/excep/instresources/Documents/KY_Alternate_Assessment_Participation_Guidelines_Documentation_Form.pdf


https://education.ky.gov/specialed/excep/instresources/Documents/KY_Alternate_Assessment_Participation_Guidelines_Documentation_Form.pdf


https://apps.legislature.ky.gov/law/kar/704/003/305.pdf


https://www2.ed.gov/policy/elsec/leg/essa/legislation/title-i.html


https://www2.ed.gov/policy/elsec/leg/essa/legislation/title-i.html


https://education.ky.gov/curriculum/hsgradreq/Pages/default.aspx


https://education.ky.gov/curriculum/hsgradreq/Pages/default.aspx





			Comparison of Regular K-PREP and the Alternate K-PREP










Guidance on the Participation 
in the Kentucky Alternate 
Assessment



Kentucky provides all students access to the state 
assessment  relative to their individual needs











Improving Student Achievement



 Assessment is an integral part of the 
instructional cycle and fulfills several 
purposes for educators, students, parents, 
policy makers, and community members 
with the goal of supporting student growth.
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All students are to be included in 
assessments for measuring school 
achievement
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EVERY STUDENT SUCCEEDS ACT
PUBLIC LAW 114-95  - DEC. 10, 
2015
‘‘(‘‘(II) ensures that the parents of such students are clearly informed, as 
part of the process for developing the individualized education program
(as defined in section 614(d)(1)(A) of the Individuals
with Disabilities Education Act (20 U.S.C.1414(d)(1)(A)))—



‘‘(aa) that their child’s academic achievement
will be measured based on such alternate
standards; and
‘‘(bb) how participation in such assessments
may delay or otherwise affect the student
from completing the requirements for a
regular high school diploma;
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Define accommodations



 Accommodations provide adaptations for a 
child with a disability without setting different 
expectations.  Accommodations help support 
access to the general curriculum.  They do not 
change what is taught, change the strategies 
used or change how instruction is delivered to 
children.  Children can receive accommodations 
and be fully prepared for and able to earn a 
standard or advanced standard diploma.
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 Participate in general assessment WITHOUT 
accommodations



 Participate in general assessment WITH accommodations
 Participate in the Alternate Assessment



• Student must have a CURRENT education plan (IEP, 504, 
Program Service Plan) to participate



• Decisions based on student’s present levels, evaluation 
information (progress monitoring) and work samples



• Participation in state assessments is determined 
annually on an individual basis



Options for Inclusion
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Regular K-PREP Alternate K-PREP



All students enrolled in grades 3 through 8
and 11, including newly enrolled students,
must take the K-PREP unless they are
participating in the Alternate K-PREP



Students with the most significant
cognitive disabilities who meets all
participation criteria listed in Participation
Guidelines



Time limits- student IEPs can include
extended time as an accommodation.



Not a timed test- one content area per day



Four (4) multiple choice options – cannot be
modified (no pictures)



Three (3) multiple choice options with
pictures



Short answers, open responses and on-
demand writing



No short answers or open responses or on
demand writing required



Short and long passage text Modified language of same grade level
standards to create less depth and breadth
in the text.



State-approved accommodations (based on individual student needs and abilities)
including but not limited to: Reader or Scripted Assessment, Scribe, Calculator,
Manipulatives, Paraphrasing or Simplified Language, Bilingual or English Dictionaries,
Oral Native Language Support, Extended Time, Use of Technology, Reinforcement and
Behavior Modification Strategies and Interpreter for Students with Deafness or Hearing
Impairment



Comparison of Regular K-PREP Assessment and the Alternate 
K-PREP Assessment











Side by side comparison of test 
questions (gen and alt)



 Same grade level standard for each
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Accessing the General Education 
Curriculum
 Differentiation should be embedded in core 



classroom instruction for all students. 
 A key component of improving instruction in 



response to the needs of all learners include 
collaboration and co-teaching with general 
education teachers



 For more information on closing 
achievement gaps, please see Guidelines 
for Closing the Gaps for All Students.
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https://education.ky.gov/educational/diff/Documents/CRACGCguidelines.pdf








Discuss the General Assessment 



 Ensure that the student is unable to 
participate in the general assessment with 
or without accommodations



Many students with a disability who are 
eligible to receive special education and 
related services are able to participate in 
general assessments, with appropriate 
accommodations.  
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Alternate Testing



 A core feature of the alternate assessment 
is that is more accessible for each student 
and provides for a more accurate 
measurement of what the student knows.



 Assessments are more than a test, they are 
an integral part of teaching and learning.
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Differentiated Instruction



 Differentiation should be embedded in core 
classroom instruction for all students. 



 It is a key component of improving 
instruction in response to the needs of all 
learners, thus addressing achievement gaps 
for targeted populations of students. 



 For more information on closing 
achievement gaps, please see Guidelines 
for Closing the Gaps for All Students.
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https://education.ky.gov/educational/diff/Documents/CRACGCguidelines.pdf








For more information on Inclusion of 
Special Populations:



View Inclusions of Special Populations 
Training Webinar and the Inclusions of 
Special Populations Training Document at: 
https://education.ky.gov/AA/distsupp/Pages
/AdminCode.aspx
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https://education.ky.gov/AA/distsupp/Pages/AdminCode.aspx








The Kentucky Department of Education 
(KDE) definition of a student with the 
most significant cognitive disability:



 Meets eligibility criterion in one or more of the existing 
categories of disabilities under IDEA (e.g., intellectual 
disabilities, autism, traumatic brain injury, multiple 
disabilities),



 Has cognitive and adaptive behavior functioning 
preventing him/her from attaining grade level 
achievement standards, even with program 
modifications and accommodations, 



 Requires extensive individualized instruction across 
multiple settings to access and make progress in the 
Kentucky Academic Standards, and to maintain, 
generalize and demonstrate learning, and 
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Definition continued
 Has a significant cognitive disability that is not primarily 



the result of: 
● excessive or extended absences 
● disability related to visual or auditory disabilities, emotional-



behavioral disabilities, specific learning disabilities, speech 
and language impairment



● native language, social, cultural, and economic differences,
● those identified as English learners (EL)
● pre-determined poor performance on the grade-level 



assessment 
● displays of disruptive behaviors or experiences emotional 



duress during testing
● administrator decision
● educational environment or instructional setting
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Breaking Down the Definition
 Extensive direct individualized instruction 



means – Repeated instruction and 
substantial supports that are not 
temporary in nature to achieve measurable 
gains in the grade and age-appropriate 
curriculum and uses substantially adapted 
materials (e.g., significantly shortening the 
length of reading passages or using raised 
dots and modeling when identifying a 
matching number in math). 16











Inclusion



 Intensive, accommodations, modifications 
and assistive technology means-
Accommodations, modifications, and 
assistive technology that EXCEEDS what is 
allowed on the general assessments for 
students as described in the “Inclusion 
Document” and set forth in 703 KAR 5:070. 
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Accommodations and Modifications 
in Instruction and Assessment



 Acquire, maintain, generalize, demonstrate, 
and transfer skills across multiple settings 
means - when the student has acquired 
skills and can apply the skills across 
settings -such as different classes, at home, 
at a job, and in the community- with 
different people and with a variety of 
materials. 
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Accommodation vs. 
Modification 











Accommodations and Modifications



 Accommodations provide adaptations for a child with a 
disability without setting different expectations.  
Accommodations help support access to the general 
curriculum.  They do not change what is taught, change 
the strategies used or change how instruction is 
delivered to children.  Children can receive 
accommodations and be fully prepared for and able to 
earn a standard or advanced standard diploma.



 Modifications require that children with disabilities 
perform objectives that are different from those of the 
rest of the class.  The content or task may be reduced in 
depth and complexity.  
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Accommodations



 Accommodations change how a student 
learns the material. 



 An accommodation can be made for any 
student, not just students with a 504, 
Program Service Plan (PSP) or an IEP. An 
accommodation does not alter what the 
student is expected to learn. An 
accommodation makes learning accessible 
to the student and allows the student to 
demonstrate what he/she knows. 



21





https://www.understood.org/en/learning-attention-issues/treatments-approaches/educational-strategies/accommodations-what-they-are-and-how-they-work








Accommodations in instruction vs 
assessment
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Accomm examples
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Modifications



 A modification changes what a student is 
taught or expected to learn.



Modifications are generally made for 
students with significant cognitive or 
physical disabilities. A modification does 
alter content knowledge expectations as 
well as assessment administration 
practices. 
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https://www.understood.org/en/learning-attention-issues/treatments-approaches/educational-strategies/modifications-what-you-need-to-know








Modification example



 a child completing work on part of a 
standard, or a child completing an alternate 
assignment that is more easily achievable 
than the original assignment.



 Specific example
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Examples of Modifications



Curriculum modifications allow a child to:
 Learn different material (such as continuing to work on 



multiplication while classmates move on to fractions)
 Get graded or assessed using a different standard than the 



standard for classmates
 Be excused from particular projects
Assignment modifications allow a child to:
 Complete fewer or different homework problems than peers
 Write shorter papers
 Answer fewer or different test questions
 Create alternate projects or assignments
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General Conditions for Using 
Accommodations
1. Serve as transitional strategies that should be 



faded, as appropriate
2. Cannot impact content validity
3. Age-appropriate and clearly described
4. For the purpose of student access to general ed 



curriculum
5. Based on individual needs
6. Not a substitute for high-quality instruction
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General Conditions for Using
Accommodations continued
7. Based on evaluation information or on-going 



progress data
8. Part of the student’s on-going instructional process
9. Caution around plan changes near testing window
10.Technology considered before adult-provided 



accommodations
11.Student and test administrators aware of which 



accommodations allowed
12.Changes in test administration or recording of 



student responses consistent with education plan 
and instructional strategies used
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Participation Guidelines



What are they
 how are they used
Why are they used
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The Parent Guide
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Diploma talk
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Career ready options
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Regular High School Diploma



 High school diploma means the student has 
completed the required course of study with the 
minimum number of credit hours as required by 
704 KAR 3:305 and any applicable local district 
requirements. 



 If the severity of an exceptional student’s disability 
precludes a course of study that meets the high 
school graduation requirements, an alternative 
course of study shall be offered.



 A student who completes this alternative course of 
study shall receive an alternative high school 
diploma
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Alternative high school diploma
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Considering courses of study
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Possible Implications



36











Criteria 1
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Criteria 2
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Cognitive Functioning
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Adaptive Behavior
 Deficits in adaptive behavior that result in 



failure to meet developmental and sociocultural 
standards for personal independence and social 
responsibility (i.e., actions that are necessary for 
someone to live independently and to function 
safely in daily life). 



 Without ongoing support, the adaptive deficits 
limit functioning in one or more activities of 
daily life, such as communication, social 
participation, and independent living across 
multiple environments, such as home, school, 
and work. 40











Criteria 3
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Criterion #3 Description
 Extensive direct individualized instruction means – Systematic 



Instruction instruction and substantial supports that are not 
temporary in nature to achieve measurable gains in the grade 
and age-appropriate curriculum and uses substantially adapted 
materials 



 Intensive, accommodations, modifications and assistive 
technology means- Accommodations, modifications, and assistive 
technology that EXCEEDS what is allowed on the general 
assessments for students as described in the “Inclusion 
Document” and set forth in 703 KAR 5:070. 



 Acquire, maintain, generalize, demonstrate, and transfer skills 
across multiple settings means - when the student has acquired 
skills and can apply the skills across settings -such as different 
classes, at home, at a job, and in the community- with different 
people and with a variety of materials. 
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Criteria 4
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ARC Eligibility Decision
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Communication Plan
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Communication Plan Continued
 Is communication an area of concern 



documented in the IEP
 Is receptive and expressive communication 



addressed in IEP?
 Is the students communication plan 



documented in the current IEP?
 Resources on how to create a more effective 



communication plan: 
https://msd1stop.hdiuk.org/index.php/Teachin
g_Age-
Appropriate_Academic_Learning_via_Communi
cation_(TAALC)
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https://msd1stop.hdiuk.org/index.php/Teaching_Age-Appropriate_Academic_Learning_via_Communication_(TAALC)








LCI
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The Learner Characteristics 
Inventory (LCI) has two primary 
purposes:
1) to describe the range of the characteristics 
of learners who participate in the alternate 
assessment
2) to describe the extent to which patterns of 
those characteristics emerged within and 
across states
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Long Term Games
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Data Sources: 
Individual Education Plan 



Alternate Assessment Participation Guidelines 
Student Due Process Files 



Division of IDEA Monitoring 
and Results (DIMR)  



Review Team Members: 



Tania Sharp, DIMR Team Lead 
Name, Consultant 
Name, Consultant 



 



Alternate Assessment Participation as a Monitoring Area 



The Kentucky Department of Education (KDE), Office of Special Education and Early 
Learning (OSEEL), and the Division of IDEA Monitoring and Results (DIMR) are 
required to review the decisions of Admissions and Release Committees (ARCs) regarding 
alternate assessment participation, and determine whether these decisions are consistent 
with the Individuals with Disabilities Education Act (IDEA) and federal and state 
regulations [34 CFR § 300.320(a)(6)(ii) and 707 KAR 1:320 (Section 5)]. 



In making decisions regarding participation, districts are required to follow the Guidance 
for Admissions and Release Committees (ARCs) on Participation Decisions for the 
Kentucky Alternate Assessment to ensure that students meet all eligibility criteria for 
participating in the alternate assessment, and to use the Kentucky Alternate Assessment 
Participation Guidelines Documentation Form to document all ARC decisions. 



The focus of the present desk review was to determine whether students were 
appropriately identified as meeting all eligibility criteria to participate in the alternate 
assessment and the form was used appropriately to document ARC decisions.   



Off-site Monitoring Methodology 



All districts are subject to a data review, and if a district is found to meet one or more of 
the criteria below, the DIMR will perform further monitoring through the review of a 
sample of student due process files. The criteria for determining whether a district requires 
additional monitoring include: 



a. The district exceeded 1% alternate assessment participation based on 2018-2019 
assessment data. 



b. The district exceeded the 2018-2019 statewide and district-level disproportionality 
ratio in at least one area (based on students eligible to participate in the alternate 
assessment). 





https://www.govinfo.gov/content/pkg/CFR-2018-title1-vol1/xml/CFR-2018-title1-vol1.xml


https://apps.legislature.ky.gov/law/kar/707/001/320.pdf


https://education.ky.gov/specialed/excep/instresources/Documents/Guidance_for_ARCs_on_Participation_Decisions_for_the_Kentucky_Alternate_Assessment.pdf


https://education.ky.gov/specialed/excep/instresources/Documents/Guidance_for_ARCs_on_Participation_Decisions_for_the_Kentucky_Alternate_Assessment.pdf


https://education.ky.gov/specialed/excep/instresources/Documents/Guidance_for_ARCs_on_Participation_Decisions_for_the_Kentucky_Alternate_Assessment.pdf


https://education.ky.gov/specialed/excep/forms/Documents/Alternate_Assessment_Participation_Guidelines_Record_Review_Document.pdf


https://education.ky.gov/specialed/excep/forms/Documents/Alternate_Assessment_Participation_Guidelines_Record_Review_Document.pdf
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c. The district identified students as eligible who showed characteristics not typical of 
students with the most significant cognitive disabilities, based on the Learner 
Characteristics Inventory. 



d. The district has shown an increase in alternate assessment participation over 
multiple years. 



e. The district responses justifying the need to exceed 1.0% alternate assessment 
participation require further examination. 



As such, the DIMR requested each district identified provide a sample of due process 
records from the Infinite Campus (IC) statewide information system for students found 
eligible to participate in the alternate assessment. All student due process records were 
reviewed by the DIMR team using the Participation Guidelines for the Kentucky Alternate 
Assessment Record Review Document. 



During the review, the DIMR monitored whether the students had been appropriately 
identified as meeting all eligibility criteria to participate in the alternate assessment, and 
verified whether the district correctly utilized the Kentucky Alternate Assessment 
Participation Guidelines Documentation Form to document all ARC decisions, per 707 
KAR 1:320, Section 5 (11). 



Even though alternate assessment participation is the focus of this report, the team may 
have noted additional concerns identified when reviewing the individual student due 
process records. Under its general supervision responsibility, the KDE is required to cite 
districts for any additional IDEA noncompliance identified during the course of 
monitoring. 



Compliance Requirements Under Review 
Table 1 below contains the compliance requirements which were the focus of the current 
review, and the corresponding regulations. These requirements are referenced in the 2018-
2019 Alternate Assessment Participation Guidelines Record Review Document used by 
the DIMR monitoring team in reviewing individual student records. 



Table 1 



Item 
Reviewed 



Compliance 
Requirement 



Regulatory Requirements 



Item A The parent was provided a 
copy of the Alternate 
Assessment Parent Guide 
and an opportunity to ask 
questions. 



34 CFR § 200.6 (d)(3) 



This regulation requires that parents of students 
selected to be assessed using an alternate 
assessment be informed that their child's 
achievement will be measured based on alternate 





https://education.ky.gov/specialed/excep/instresources/Documents/2018%20Alternate%20Assessment%20Participation%20Guidelines%20Record%20Review%20Document.pdf


https://education.ky.gov/specialed/excep/instresources/Documents/2018%20Alternate%20Assessment%20Participation%20Guidelines%20Record%20Review%20Document.pdf


https://apps.legislature.ky.gov/law/kar/707/001/320.pdf


https://apps.legislature.ky.gov/law/kar/707/001/320.pdf


https://education.ky.gov/specialed/excep/instresources/Documents/2018%20Alternate%20Assessment%20Participation%20Guidelines%20Record%20Review%20Document.pdf


https://education.ky.gov/specialed/excep/instresources/Documents/2018%20Alternate%20Assessment%20Participation%20Guidelines%20Record%20Review%20Document.pdf


https://education.ky.gov/specialed/excep/instresources/Documents/Parent_Guide_to_Alternate_K-Prep.pdf


https://education.ky.gov/specialed/excep/instresources/Documents/Parent_Guide_to_Alternate_K-Prep.pdf


https://www.ecfr.gov/cgi-bin/text-idx?SID=8344994f70d1bf5de1947e462e945037&mc=true&node=se34.1.200_16&rgn=div8








 
Data Verification Report 



School District 
DATE 



Item 
Reviewed 



Compliance 
Requirement 



Regulatory Requirements 



academic achievement standards, and that 
participation in the alternate assessment may delay 
or otherwise affect the student from completing the 
requirements for a regular high school diploma.  



Item B The ARC documented that 
district personnel 
explained to all ARC 
members the difference 
between an alternative 
high school diploma and a 
regular high school 
diploma. 



34 CFR § 200.6 (d)(2), (3), and (4) 



(d)(2) This regulation requires that ARCs be 
provided a clear explanation of the differences 
between the general state assessments and alternate 
assessments, including how participation in 
alternate assessments may delay or otherwise 
affect the student from completing the 
requirements for a regular high school diploma.  



(d)(3) This regulation requires that parents of 
students selected to be assessed using an alternate 
assessment be informed that their child's 
achievement will be measured based on alternate 
academic achievement standards, and that 
participation in the alternate assessment may delay 
or otherwise affect the student from completing the 
requirements for a regular high school diploma. 



(d)(4) This regulation clarifies that even if a 
student with the most significant cognitive 
disabilities participates in alternate assessments, 
this does not preclude the student from attempting 
to complete the requirements for a regular high 
school diploma. 



704 KAR 3:305 



This regulation establishes the requirements for the 
completion of a course of study leading to the 
receipt of a regular high school diploma, and 
requirements for an alternative course of study 
leading to an alternative diploma, if the student’s 
disability precludes a course of study that meets 
regular high school graduation requirements. 





https://www.ecfr.gov/cgi-bin/text-idx?SID=8344994f70d1bf5de1947e462e945037&mc=true&node=se34.1.200_16&rgn=div8


https://apps.legislature.ky.gov/law/kar/704/003/305.pdf
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Item 
Reviewed 



Compliance 
Requirement 



Regulatory Requirements 



Item 1 The ARC documented that 
the student is eligible for 
special education services. 



707 KAR 1:310  



This regulation establishes requirements for the 
determination of eligibility for special education of 
children who have disabilities. 



Item 2 The ARC documented, 
using current and 
longitudinal data, that the 
student’s demonstrated 
cognitive functioning and 
adaptive behavior in all 
settings are significantly 
below age expectations, 
even with program 
modifications. 



34 CFR § 200.6 (d)(1) 



This regulation establishes requirements for states 
in identifying students as having the most 
significant cognitive disabilities for the purposes of 
participation in alternate assessments. State 
guidelines must include a definition of “students 
with the most significant cognitive disabilities” 
that addresses factors related to cognitive 
functioning and adaptive behavior of the student. 
States must also establish, and monitor the 
implementation of, clear and appropriate 
guidelines for ARCs to apply in determining, on a 
case-by-case basis, which students with the most 
significant cognitive disabilities will be assessed 
with alternate assessments.  



Item 3 The ARC documented that 
the student requires 
extensive, individual direct 
instruction across multiple 
settings. Documentation 
also reflects that the 
student requires intensive 
accommodations, 
modifications and assistive 
technology to access and 
make progress on the 
Kentucky Academic 
Standards (KAS), and to 
maintain and generalize 
learning. 



34 CFR § 200.6 (d)(1)(ii) and (iii) 



These regulations clarify that students cannot be 
defined as having the most significant cognitive 
disabilities solely on the basis of low previous 
academic performance. Students must require 
extensive, direct individualized instruction and 
substantial supports to achieve measurable gains 
on state academic content standards for the grade 
in which they are enrolled. 





https://apps.legislature.ky.gov/law/kar/707/001/310.pdf


https://www.ecfr.gov/cgi-bin/text-idx?SID=8344994f70d1bf5de1947e462e945037&mc=true&node=se34.1.200_16&rgn=div8


https://www.ecfr.gov/cgi-bin/text-idx?SID=8344994f70d1bf5de1947e462e945037&mc=true&node=se34.1.200_16&rgn=div8
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Item 
Reviewed 



Compliance 
Requirement 



Regulatory Requirements 



Item 4 The ARC documented that 
the decision for the student 
to participate in the 
alternate assessment is not 
primarily the result of any 
exclusionary factors. 



34 CFR § 200.6 (d) 



This regulation establishes the requirements for 
identifying students as having “the most significant 
cognitive disabilities,” and outlines factors that 
cannot be the primary basis for the decision for the 
student to participate in an alternate assessment.  



Item C The ARC documented that 
the student meets all 
criteria for participation in 
the alternate assessment, 
and provided a statement 
of its decision and the 
reasons for the decision. 



707 KAR 1:320, Section 5 (11) 



This regulation establishes the requirement for 
ARCs to document that students meet all criteria 
for alternate assessment participation, and to 
provide a statement of the decision and the reasons 
for the decision. 



Item D In development of the 
student’s IEP, the ARC 
reviewed and documented 
characteristics of the 
individual student, 
including communication 
needs.  



707 KAR 1:320, Section 5 (2) 



This regulation requires that ARCs develop an 
appropriate IEP based on the student’s individual 
characteristics and consider the communication 
and assistive technology needs of the student.  



Additional 
Issues 



The KDE is required under 
its general supervision 
responsibility to cite 
districts for any IDEA 
noncompliance that it 
discovers during the course 
of monitoring. 



34 CFR § 300.149  
This regulation establishes the state education 
agency responsibility for general supervision in 
monitoring and compliance.  



 
  





https://www.ecfr.gov/cgi-bin/text-idx?SID=8344994f70d1bf5de1947e462e945037&mc=true&node=se34.1.200_16&rgn=div8


https://apps.legislature.ky.gov/law/kar/707/001/320.pdf


https://apps.legislature.ky.gov/law/kar/707/001/320.pdf


https://www.govinfo.gov/content/pkg/CFR-2011-title34-vol2/pdf/CFR-2011-title34-vol2-sec300-149.pdf
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DIMR STUDENT-SPECIFIC FINDINGS 



This section includes student-specific feedback based on the review of student due process 
records completed by the DIMR review team. The district must consider and address any 
identified issues through the ARC meeting process. Student identification numbers (SSIDs) for 
the students referenced below will be sent to the Director of Special Education in a separate 
email following this report. 



STUDENT #1 
The following record review items did not meet required compliance standards: 



• Item B: The ARC did not document that the district explained the difference between 
an alternative high school diploma and a regular high school diploma to all members of 
the ARC. 



• Item 2: The ARC did not document discussion and evidence supporting that the 
student’s demonstrated cognitive functioning and adaptive behavior in the home, school 
and community environments are significantly below age expectations, even with 
program modifications and accommodations. 
Clarification: The cognitive and adaptive functioning documentation in the student file 
is inconsistent and no discussion of the student’s current level of functioning provided. 



• Item 3: The ARC did not document discussion and evidence supporting that the student 
meets the criteria under this item.  



• Item 4: The ARC did not document that it carefully considered each of the exclusionary 
factors when determining the assessment needs of the student.  
Clarification: The ARC did not document a discussion that all exclusionary factors were 
considered. 



• Item C: The ARC did not document that the student meets all criteria for participation 
in the alternate assessment and provide a statement of its decision and the reasons for 
the decision. 



Additional Issues: 
The student’s Present Levels of Academic Achievement and Functional Performance (Present 
Levels) did not include all required components as indicated in the Compliance Record Review 
Document. 
Identified Non-Compliance: 



• Item 33c: In the present levels section of the IEP the area of 
Health/Vision/Hearing/Motor Abilities did not contain the strengths of the student and 
current assessment data and progress monitoring. 
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• Item 33d: In the present levels section of the IEP the area of Social and Emotional 
Status did not contain the strengths of the student and current assessment data and 
progress monitoring. 



• Item 33e: In the present levels section of the IEP the area of General Intelligence did 
not contain needs of the student, the strengths of the student and current assessment data 
and progress monitoring.  



• Item 33i: The present levels statements in the areas of Social Emotional Status and 
General Intelligence did not explain how the student’s disability affected the student’s 
involvement in and progress in the general education curriculum. 



STUDENT #2 
The following record review items did not meet required compliance standards: 



• Item B: The ARC did not document that the district explained the difference between 
an alternative high school diploma and a regular high school diploma to all members of 
the ARC. 



• Item 2: The ARC did not document discussion and evidence supporting that the 
student’s demonstrated cognitive functioning and adaptive behavior in the home, school 
and community environments are significantly below age expectations, even with 
program modifications and accommodations. 
Clarification: No current evaluation or progress monitoring data provided. 



• Item 3: The ARC did not document discussion and evidence supporting that the student 
meets the criteria under this item.  



• Item 4: The ARC did not document that it carefully considered each of the exclusionary 
factors when determining the assessment needs of the student.  
Clarification: The ARC did not document a discussion that all exclusionary factors were 
considered. 



Additional Issues: 
The student’s Present Levels of Academic Achievement and Functional Performance (Present 
Levels) did not include all required components as indicated in the Compliance Record Review 
Document. 
Identified Non-Compliance: 



• Item 33a: In the present levels section of the IEP the area of Communication did not 
contain current assessment data and progress monitoring. 



• Item 33c: In the present levels section of the IEP the area of 
Health/Vision/Hearing/Motor Abilities did not contain the strengths of the student and 
current assessment data and progress monitoring. 



• Item 33d: In the present levels section of the IEP the area of Social and Emotional 
Status did not contain current assessment data and progress monitoring. 
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• Item 33e: In the present levels section of the IEP the area of General Intelligence did 
not contain the strengths of the student. 



• Item 33i: The present levels statements in the areas of Academics, Social Emotional 
Status and General Intelligence did not explain how the student’s disability affected the 
student’s involvement in and progress in the general education curriculum. 



 
Required Actions Based on the Review Findings 



For all record reviews with issues identified above: 



1. Any noncompliance verified by monitoring shall be corrected within 12 months from 
the date of the notification to the district of the noncompliance. This timeline is 
established in both state and federal regulations. OSEP Memorandum 09-02 states that 
non-compliance must be corrected “as soon as possible but in no case more than one 
year from identification (i.e., the date on which the State provided written notification 
to the LEA or EIS program of the noncompliance.)” 



2. At the student’s next ARC meeting, or sooner if appropriate, correct the identified 
concerns above pertaining to the appropriate completion of the Kentucky Alternate 
Assessment Participation Guidelines Documentation Form.    



3. At the student’s next ARC meeting, or sooner if appropriate, correct the identified 
concerns pertaining to the Present Levels section(s) of the IEP.  



4. Review identified concerns above with special education teachers and ARC 
chairpersons pertaining to the appropriate completion of the Kentucky Alternate 
Assessment Participation Guidelines Documentation Form. 



Systemic Strengths Based on the Review Findings 



1. The ARC consistently documented they provided a copy of the Alternate Assessment 
Parent Guide and gave the parent an opportunity to ask questions. 



2. The ARC consistently documented the student’s current IEP and special education 
eligibility determination on the Participation Guidelines. 



3. The ARC consistently documented the student meets all criteria for participation in the 
alternate assessment and provided a statement of its decision and the reasons for the 
decision. 



ALTERNATE ASSESSMENT PARTICIPATION BEST PRACTICES 



1. The DIMR recommends that districts establish a process for reviewing and monitoring 
how students are being identified to take alternate assessments. 



2. The DIMR advises districts to examine the process their ARC teams use to determine 
how a student qualifies for the alternate assessments. To this end, the DIMR urges 





https://education.ky.gov/specialed/excep/instresources/Documents/KY_Alternate_Assessment_Participation_Guidelines_Documentation_Form.pdf


https://education.ky.gov/specialed/excep/instresources/Documents/KY_Alternate_Assessment_Participation_Guidelines_Documentation_Form.pdf


https://education.ky.gov/specialed/excep/instresources/Documents/KY_Alternate_Assessment_Participation_Guidelines_Documentation_Form.pdf


https://education.ky.gov/specialed/excep/instresources/Documents/KY_Alternate_Assessment_Participation_Guidelines_Documentation_Form.pdf
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districts to convene a meeting with staff having responsibilities in the decision-making 
process, and explore the current process using these guiding questions:  



a. Are ARCs fully discussing the possible participation of the student in the 
general state assessment before considering the alternate assessment? 
Participation in alternate assessment should only be discussed after the ARC 
determines that the student is unable to participate in the general assessment 
even with accommodations.  



b. Are ARCs thoroughly documenting the discussion and evidence supporting that 
the student is not able to participate in the regular state assessment even with 
available accommodations? 



c. Are ARCs consulting the Participation Guidelines during the meetings and 
using these to guide the discussion? 



d. Are ARCs using data to establish that the student meets the specific criteria?  
e. Are all ARC members given a chance to hear and review the data analysis?   
f. Have all ARC members completed the required alternate assessment training 



modules? 
g. Do all ARC members, including parents, have a clear understanding of the 



implications associated with participation in alternate assessments? 
3. The DIMR recommends that districts provide professional learning opportunities for 



teachers on differentiation, collaborative teaching and student engagement. 



CORRECTIVE ACTION PLAN REQUIREMENTS 



Kentucky special education regulations at 707 KAR 1:380 Section 1 (2), (4), (5), (6) and (7) 
stipulate the following: 



Language from 707 KAR 1:380 
Section 1 (2)(4)(5)(6) and (7) Impact for District/Additional Details 



Monitoring may include a review 
of individual children’s records, 
including records of children 
served by private or state-operated 
schools. 



This language empowers the DIMR to conduct 
off-site visits to Kentucky school districts. 



Following a desk review, the 
Kentucky Department of Education 
shall issue a written report.  



The DIMR will issue a preliminary monitoring 
report by the end of the second week following 
the desk review. 



Deficiencies specified in the report 
shall be the basis for the LEA to 
develop a corrective action plan 



The date the district receives the preliminary 
report is the beginning of the one-year 
correction timeline discussed below. 





https://apps.legislature.ky.gov/law/kar/707/001/380.pdf
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Language from 707 KAR 1:380 
Section 1 (2)(4)(5)(6) and (7) Impact for District/Additional Details 



(CAP) for review and approval by 
the Kentucky Department of 
Education.  



Prior to the development of the 
CAP, the LEA shall have the 
opportunity to submit additional 
information to verify or clarify 
issues related to the report. Each 
CAP shall be monitored and 
enforced by the Kentucky 
Department of Education. 
 



The district will be given two calendar weeks 
from the receipt of the preliminary report to 
submit any additional information to verify or 
clarify issues related to the report. 



Neither federal nor state regulations include 
provisions to allow an “appeal” of a monitoring 
report. The DIMR will, however, consider any 
additional information provided by the district. 



A final report will be issued following the 
DIMR’s review of any additional information 
submitted by the district. 



A CAP shall be submitted to the 
Kentucky Department of Education 
no later than 30 business days after 
the LEA receives the [preliminary] 
report of noncompliance. 



OSEP Memorandum 09-02 clarifies that the one-
year timeframe for correction of noncompliance 
begins on the date the district is notified in 
writing of the findings of noncompliance.  



This means the delivery date of the preliminary 
report is the start date for the CAP timeline, not 
the date the final report is issued. 



The CAP shall include a statement 
of the matter to be corrected and 
the steps the LEA shall take to 
correct the problem and document 
compliance. 



The district will be provided a template for 
developing and submitting the CAP. 



Within 30 business days of 
receiving the CAP, the Kentucky 
Department of Education shall 
notify the LEA of the status of the 
CAP. If the Kentucky Department 
of Education rejects the CAP, the 



Staff from the DIMR will review the contents of 
the CAP and inform the district if the CAP is 
acceptable. If the CAP is rejected, the district 
shall be given 15 business days to submit a new 
CAP. 





https://www2.ed.gov/policy/speced/guid/idea/memosdcltrs/osep09-02timelycorrectionmemo.pdf
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Language from 707 KAR 1:380 
Section 1 (2)(4)(5)(6) and (7) Impact for District/Additional Details 



LEA shall have 15 business days to 
submit a new CAP. 



Note: Business day is defined in 707 KAR 1:002 
Section 1 (6) to mean Monday through Friday, 
except for federal and state holidays. 



A CAP approved by the Kentucky 
Department of Education shall be 
monitored and shall be an official 
document requiring the LEA to 
meet the specified activities. The 
Kentucky Department of Education 
shall not initiate further sanctions 
during the time period specified in 
the CAP unless requested by the 
LEA. 



CAP implementation requirements and 
recommendations are discussed further in the 
following section. 



Any noncompliance verified by 
monitoring shall be corrected 
within 12 months from the date of 
the notification to the LEA of the 
noncompliance. 



This timeline is established in both state and 
federal regulations. OSEP Memorandum 09-02 
states that non-compliance must be corrected “as 
soon as possible but in no case more than one 
year from identification (i.e., the date on which 
the State provided written notification to the 
LEA or EIS program of the noncompliance.” 



 
  





https://apps.legislature.ky.gov/law/kar/707/001/002.pdf


https://apps.legislature.ky.gov/law/kar/707/001/002.pdf


https://www2.ed.gov/policy/speced/guid/idea/memosdcltrs/osep09-02timelycorrectionmemo.pdf
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ADDITIONAL CAP INFORMATION 



The following items should help the district understand the process of CAP development, 
implementation, and closure. 



1. Within two business days after the preliminary monitoring report has been issued, the 
DIMR CAP lead contacts the Director of Special Education (DoSE) by telephone or email 
to walk him or her through the process and answer questions about the report or the CAP 
process. 



2. As part of the CAP process, the district first conducts a root cause analysis to discover the 
source of the problem(s). This ensures that appropriate corrective action activities are 
developed for the district to achieve systemic compliance. Staff from the Division of IDEA 
Implementation and Preschool (DIIP) and the district’s special education cooperative are 
available to assist the district. 



3. To ensure that the district meets the one calendar year timeline for correction, provision of 
technical assistance to district and school staff cannot wait until summer or scheduled 
professional development days.  



4. All training activities required by the CAP must be approved by DIMR. 
5. The expectation of the DIMR is that all technical assistance, including training, is provided 



to staff prior to convening ARC meetings to correct student-specific and systemic non-
compliances. 



6. Before the CAP is closed, all corrections of student-specific non-compliances must be 
corrected, and all comparison files submitted must be in compliance in the identified areas 
of need. If all comparison files are not in compliance, they must be corrected, and additional 
comparison files must be submitted. This process will continue until all files reviewed are in 
compliance. The CAP is not closed until 100% of comparison files reviewed are in 
compliance. 



7. The CAP template document includes a section for providing monthly updates so that the 
district and the DIMR CAP lead can track progress and correct all noncompliance within 
the required one calendar year timeline. 



Available Resources:  



• Alternate Assessment Participation Guidelines, Training Modules (available from 
the Human Development Institute at the University of Kentucky) 



• Alternate K-PREP Training and Resources  
• Differentiation 
• Guía para padres: Alterno K-PREP 2018 (Parent Guide, Spanish Version)  
• Guidance for ARCs on Participation Decisions for the Kentucky Alternate 



Assessment  
• Kentucky Alternate Assessment Participation Guidelines Documentation Form 





https://www.hdilearning.org/course-catalog/?woo_category=561


https://education.ky.gov/specialed/excep/instresources/Pages/Alternate-K-PREP-Training-and-Instructional-Resources.aspx


https://education.ky.gov/educational/diff/Pages/default.aspx


https://education.ky.gov/specialed/excep/instresources/Documents/GUIA_PARA_PADRES_ALTERNO_K-PREP.pdf


https://education.ky.gov/specialed/excep/instresources/Documents/Guidance_for_Admissions_and_Release_Participation_Decisions_for_Alternate_Assessment.pdf


https://education.ky.gov/specialed/excep/instresources/Documents/Guidance_for_Admissions_and_Release_Participation_Decisions_for_Alternate_Assessment.pdf


https://education.ky.gov/specialed/excep/instresources/Documents/KY_Alternate_Assessment_Participation_Guidelines_Documentation_Form.pdf
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• Parent Guide: Kentucky Alternate Assessment 
• Participation Guidelines for the Alternate Assessment Record Review Document  



 





https://education.ky.gov/specialed/excep/instresources/Documents/Parent_Guide_to_Alternate_K-Prep.pdf


https://education.ky.gov/specialed/excep/instresources/Documents/2018%20Alternate%20Assessment%20Participation%20Guidelines%20Record%20Review%20Document.pdf





			General Information


			Alternate Assessment Participation as a Monitoring Area


			Off-site Monitoring Methodology


			Compliance Requirements Under Review


			STUDENT #1


			STUDENT #2


			1. Any noncompliance verified by monitoring shall be corrected within 12 months from the date of the notification to the district of the noncompliance. This timeline is established in both state and federal regulations. OSEP Memorandum 09-02 states th...


			2. At the student’s next ARC meeting, or sooner if appropriate, correct the identified concerns above pertaining to the appropriate completion of the Kentucky Alternate Assessment Participation Guidelines Documentation Form.


			3. At the student’s next ARC meeting, or sooner if appropriate, correct the identified concerns pertaining to the Present Levels section(s) of the IEP.


			4. Review identified concerns above with special education teachers and ARC chairpersons pertaining to the appropriate completion of the Kentucky Alternate Assessment Participation Guidelines Documentation Form.


			Systemic Strengths Based on the Review Findings


			1. The ARC consistently documented they provided a copy of the Alternate Assessment Parent Guide and gave the parent an opportunity to ask questions.


			2. The ARC consistently documented the student’s current IEP and special education eligibility determination on the Participation Guidelines.


			3. The ARC consistently documented the student meets all criteria for participation in the alternate assessment and provided a statement of its decision and the reasons for the decision.


			ALTERNATE ASSESSMENT PARTICIPATION BEST PRACTICES













From: Sharp, Tania - Division of IDEA Monitoring and Results 
To: pamela.stephens@adair.kyschools.us; travis.hamby@allen.kyschools.us; kelley.ransdell@anchorage.kyschools.us; 



sheila.mitchell@anderson.kyschools.us; sean.howard@ashland.kyschools.us; lisa.mccane@augusta.kyschools.us; 
casey.allen@ballard.kyschools.us; kay.dixon@bville.kyschools.us; ryan.clark@bardstown.kyschools.us; 
bo.matthews@barren.kyschools.us; harvey.tackett@bath.kyschools.us; mike.stacy@beechwood.kyschools.us; 
Tom.gambrel@bell.kyschools.us; robb.smith@bellevue.kyschools.us; diane.hatchett@berea.kyschools.us; 
Matthew.turner@boone.kyschools.us; amy.baker@bourbon.kyschools.us; gary.fields@bgreen.kyschools.us; 
bill.boblett@boyd.kyschools.us; mike.lafavers@boyle.kyschools.us; jeff.aulick@bracken.kyschools.us; 
phillip.watts@breathitt.kyschools.us; nick.carter@breck.kyschools.us; jesse.bacon@bullitt.kyschools.us; 
will.begley@burgin.kyschools.us; robert.tuck@butler.kyschools.us; nate.huggins@caldwell.kyschools.us; 
tres.settle@calloway.kyschools.us; david.rust@campbell.kyschools.us; kirby.smith@cville.kyschools.us; 
jay.simmons@carlisle.kyschools.us; danny.osborne@carroll.kyschools.us; ronnie.dotson@carter.kyschools.us; 
marion.sowders@casey.kyschools.us; cornelius.faulkner@caverna.kyschools.us; 
Christopher.bentzel@christian.kyschools.us; paul.christy@clark.kyschools.us; william.sexton@clay.kyschools.us; 
tim.parson@clinton.kyschools.us; keith.haynes@cloverport.kyschools.us; david.cox@corbin.kyschools.us; 
alvin.garrison@covington.kyschools.us; vince.clark@crittenden.kyschools.us; 
kirk.biggerstaff@cumberland.kyschools.us; tammy.mcdonald@danville.kyschools.us; 
matt.robbins@daviess.kyschools.us; leonard.whalen@dawsonsprings.kyschools.us; 
jay.brewer@dayton.kyschools.us; vicki.jones@ebernstadt.kyschools.us; 
brian.alexander@edmonson.kyschools.us; jon.ballard@etown.kyschools.us; 
debbie.stephens@elliott.kyschools.us; buddy.berry@eminence.kyschools.us; chad.molley@erlanger.kyschools.us; 
jeff.saylor@estill.kyschools.us; jackie.risden-smith@fairview.kyschools.us; emmanuel.caulk@fayette.kyschools.us; 
brian.creasman@fleming.kyschools.us; danny.adkins@floyd.kyschools.us; 
karen.cheser@fortthomas.kyschools.us; houston.barber@frankfort.kyschools.us; 
mark.kopp@franklin.kyschools.us; patrice.chambers@fulton.kyschools.us; deanna.miller@fultonind.kyschools.us; 
larry.hammond@gallatin.kyschools.us; Kevin.stull@garrard.kyschools.us; keith.hale@glasgow.kyschools.us; 
matt.morgan@grant.kyschools.us; matthew.madding@graves.kyschools.us; 
doug.robinson@grayson.kyschools.us; will.hodges@green.kyschools.us; traysea.moresea@greenup.kyschools.us; 
kyle.estes@hancock.kyschools.us; terrie.morgan@hardin.kyschools.us; brent.roark@harlan.kyschools.us; 
charles.morton@harlanind.kyschools.us; harry.burchett@harrison.kyschools.us; nathan.smith@hart.kyschools.us; 
sondra.combs@hazard.kyschools.us; marganna.stanley@henderson.kyschools.us; 
terry.price@henry.kyschools.us; casey.henderson@hickman.kyschools.us; deanna.ashby@hopkins.kyschools.us; 
mike.smith@jackson.kyschools.us; paul.green@jacksonind.kyschools.us; marty.pollio@jefferson.kyschools.us; 
mike.genton@jenkins.kyschools.us; matt.moore@jessamine.kyschools.us; thom.cochran@johnson.kyschools.us; 
henry.webb@kenton.kyschools.us; kim.king@knott.kyschools.us; kelly.sprinkles@knox.kyschools.us; 
david.raleigh@larue.kyschools.us; doug.bennett@laurel.kyschools.us; robbie.fletcher@lawrence.kyschools.us; 
sarah.wasson@lee.kyschools.us; brett.wilson@leslie.kyschools.us; denise.yonts@letcher.kyschools.us; 
jamie.weddington@lewis.kyschools.us; michael.rowe@lincoln.kyschools.us; 
victor.zimmerman@livingston.kyschools.us; paul.mullins@logan.kyschools.us; 
mike.borchers@ludlow.kyschools.us; russ.tilford@lyon.kyschools.us; david.gilliam@madison.kyschools.us; 
scott.helton@magoffin.kyschools.us; taylora.schlosser@marion.kyschools.us; trent.lovett@marshall.kyschools.us; 
larry.james@martin.kyschools.us; rick.ross@mason.kyschools.us; joe.henderson@mayfield.kyschools.us; 
steven.carter@mccracken.kyschools.us; corey.keith@mccreary.kyschools.us; 
tommy.burrough@mclean.kyschools.us; Mark.martin@meade.kyschools.us; tim.spencer@menifee.kyschools.us; 
dennis.davis@mercer.kychools.us; josh.hurt@metcalfe.kyschools.us; waylon.allen@mboro.kyschools.us; 
john.williamson@eku.edu; amy.thompson@monroe.kyschools.us; 
matthew.thompson@montgomery.kyschools.us; thomas.potter@morgan.kyschools.us; 
robert.davis@muhlenberg.kyschools.us; coy.samons@murray.kyschools.us; wes.bradley@nelson.kyschools.us; 
tony.watts@newport.kyschools.us; doug.bechanan@nicholas.kyschools.us; seth.southard@ohio.kyschools.us; 
greg.schultz@oldham.kyschools.us; robert.stafford@owen.kyschools.us; 
Matthew.constant@owensboro.kyschools.us; tim.bobrowski@owsley.kyschools.us; 
donald.shively@paducah.kyschools.us; david.gibson@paintsville.kyschools.us; 
Stephen.mccauley@paris.kyschools.us; joe.buerkley@pendleton.kyschools.us; jonathan.jett@perry.kyschools.us; 
reed.adkins@pike.kyschools.us; david.trimble@pikeville.kyschools.us; russell.thompson@pineville.kyschools.us; 
anthony.orr@powell.kyschools.us; patrick.richardson@pulaski.kyschools.us; 
larry.coldiron@raceland.kyschools.us; sanford.holbrook@robertson.kyschools.us; 
carrie.ballinger@rockcastle.kyschools.us; john.maxey@rowan.kyschools.us; michael.ford@russell.kyschools.us; 
sean.horne@russellind.kyschools.us; Leon.smith@russellville.kyschools.us; 
jimmy.dyehouse@sciencehill.kyschools.us; kevin.hub@scott.kyschools.us; Sally.sugg@shelby.kyschools.us; 
tim.schlosser@simpson.kyschools.us; kyle.lively@somerset.kyschools.us; greg.duty@southgate.kyschools.us; 
charles.adams@spencer.kyschools.us; charles.higdon@taylor.kyschools.us; mark.thomas@todd.kyschools.us; 
bill.thorpe@trigg.kyschools.us; jessica.wilcoxson@trimble.kyschools.us; patricia.sheffer@union.kyschools.us; 
matt.baker@wv.kyschools.us; rob.clayton@warren.kyschools.us; robin.cochran@washington.kyschools.us; 
wayne.roberts@wayne.kyschools.us; rhonda.callaway@webster.kyschools.us; john.siler@whitley.kyschools.us; 
Tim.melton@wburg.kyschools.us; misty.middleton@williamstown.kyschools.us; kenny.bell@wolfe.kyschools.us; 
scott.hawkins@woodford.kyschools.us 



Cc: Starkey, Sylvia - Division of Learning Service (sylvia.starkey@education.ky.gov) 
Subject: Action Needed: Alternate Assessment Participation Assurance Form as required for the Federal 1% Alternate 



Assessment Participation Waiver Request 
Date: Friday, August 14, 2020 3:07:00 PM 
Attachments: image003.png 



Dear Superintendent, 
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The Kentucky Department of Education (KDE) is seeking to extend the 1% alternate 
assessment participation cap waiver for the 2020-2021 school year, previously received from 
the Secretary for the United States Department of Education based on the requirements set 
forth at 34 C.F.R. 200.6 (c)(2) limiting the total number of students in the state participating in 
the alternate assessment. The KDE anticipates that the State may exceed the 1.0 percent 
alternate assessment threshold in reading/language arts, mathematics, and science for the 
2020-2021 school year. 



As part of that waiver, the state is required to: 



“take steps to support and provide appropriate oversight to each LEA that the State 
anticipates will assess more than 1.0 percent of its assessed students in a given subject 
in a school year using an alternate assessment aligned with alternate academic 
achievement standards to ensure that only students with the most significant cognitive 
disabilities take an alternate assessment aligned with alternate academic achievement 
standards.” 



To assist KDE with the waiver request and ensure all districts are complying with federal and 
state regulations for alternate assessment participation, all districts will be required to 
complete an assurance form for the 2020-2021 school year. 



Please complete the 1% CAP on Alternate Assessment Participation Assurance Form by no 
later than Friday, August 21, 2019. This verifies Admission and Release Committees (ARC) 
in your district are following the Alternate Assessment Participation Guidelines when making 
assessment participation decisions, all ARC Chairpersons have completed the required 
alternate assessment participation training modules, parents of students with the most 
significant cognitive disabilities have been informed of the implications of participation in the 
alternate assessment, and your district has addressed any disproportionality in the percentage 
of students in any subgroup taking the alternate assessment. 



As we continue moving forward with implementation of the Every Student Succeeds Act 
(ESSA) as it applies to students with disabilities, the KDE will continue working closely with 
the special education division of your regional cooperative, local districts, and other partners 
to ensure the full understanding and implementation of the state and federal requirements. 



We have sent a copy of this email to the DoSE in your district as well. 



If you have any questions about this process, please contact me at (502) 564-4970 ext. 4124 or 
at tania.sharp@education.ky.gov. 



Thank you, 



Tania M. Sharp
Exceptional Children Consultant
Individual Programming Branch
Division of IDEA Monitoring & Results
Office of Special Education & Early Learning 



Kentucky Department of Education 





https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSd1cWQclwuqZiL3eu_r8lJvqJZr5AKz0hhORksfONoXB32UgA/viewform


https://education.ky.gov/specialed/excep/instresources/Documents/KY_Alternate_Assessment_Participation_Guidelines_Documentation_Form.pdf
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300 Sower Blvd., 4th Floor 
Frankfort, KY 40601
(502) 564-4970, ext. 4124 | Fax (502) 564-6470
Email: tania.sharp@education.ky.gov 



In response to the COVID-19 crisis, our focus at the Kentucky Department of Education is 
three-fold – Educate, Feed and Support. We are committed to providing guidance and 
solutions that focus on educating and feeding our children and providing support to our 
districts. For more information about KDE’s response to COVID-19, visit: 
http://bit.ly/KDEcovid19. Questions? You can call (502) 892-6968 or e-mail 
covid19@education.ky.gov. #TeamKDE #TeamKentucky 



This email may contain confidential data or information and is intended solely for the use of
the individual or entity to whom it is addressed. If you are not the named addressee you
should not disseminate, distribute, or copy this e-mail, and you are requested to notify the
sender immediately. 
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2019-2020 Statewide trainings and meetings where disproportionality was discussed. 



Beginning of Year (BOY) Trainings August 21 & 23, 2019  
September 11, 13, 19, 20, & 27, 2019  
October 18, 2019 



End of Year (EOY) Trainings May 14, 2020 
Director of Special Education Institute September 3-4, 2019 
Council for Exceptional Children Conference November 24-26, 2019 



 



CCEIS Trainings  
2/8/20 Winter CCEIS Statewide Update 
4/17/20 CCEIS Spring Statewide Update 
7/15-17, 2020 KDE CCEIS New District Training 
7/20-21, 2020 KDE CCEIS Intermediate District Training 
7/30/20 KDE CCEIS Experienced District Training 



 



CCEIS Meetings  
2/13/20 Kenton County CCEIS 18 19 Review Meeting 
2/20/20 Knott County CCEIS Visit 
3/10/20 Floyd Co. CCEIS/MOE Meeting 
3/20/20 Oldham Co CCEIS 
3/27/20 Breathitt Co. CCEIS 



 













Summary of Cooperative Alternate Assessment Meetings and Trainings for 2019-2020 



WKEC Summary of Alternate Assessment Regional Support 2019-2020 



Date Type of Activity 
7/17/2019 How to Embed Communication in 



Instruction of Academics (Alternate 
Assessment Standards) 



7/19/2019 Instructional Coaching 
7/22/2019 How to Embed Communication in 



Instruction of Academics (Alternate 
Assessment Standards) Day 1 



7/23/2019 How to Embed Communication in 
Instruction of Academics (Alternate 



Assessment Standards) Day 2 
7/25/2019 Standards Instruction  (MSD Bootcamp 



Session) 
7/26/2019 Standards Instruction (MSD Bootcamp 



Session) 
8/20/2019 Instructional Coaching 
9/6/2019 Instructional Coaching 
9/10/2019 Instructional Coaching 
9/11/2019 Beginner Teacher AA Administration 



Training 
9/19/2019 Instructional Coaching 
10/18/2019 Standards Based Unit Planning (MSD 



Bootcamp) 
12/2/2019 Instructional Coaching 
1/15/2020 Instructional Coaching 
1/30/2020 Instructional Coaching 
2/27/2020 Instructional Coaching 
3/3/2020 Instructional Coaching 
3/5/2020 AA Follow Up Work Session 
8/8/2019 AA Record Review 
8/12/2019 AA Record Review 
8/23/2019 AA Record Review 
11/18/2019 AA Record Review 
11/21/2019 AA Record Review 
1/23/2019 AA Record Review 
2/4/2019 AA Record Review 
2/21/2019 AA Record Review 
3/4/2019 AA Record Review 
7/30/2019 Participation Guideline Professional 



Learning 
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Summary of Cooperative Alternate Assessment Meetings and Trainings for 2019-2020 
 
 



Date Type of Activity 
8/5/2019 Participation Guideline Review 
8/22/2019 Participation Guideline Review 
9/26/2019 MSD Coaches CoP -Participation Guideline 



Review 
11/20/2019 MSD Coaches CoP- Record Review and Data 



analysis 
2/17/2020 Participation Guideline Review 
8/4/2019 CCR-AA Participation Update 
8/19/2019 CCR-AA Participation Update 
9/6/2019 CCR-AA Participation Update 
9/12/2019 CCR-AA Participation Update 
9/24/2019 CCR-AA Coaching Visit 
10/22/2019 CCR-AA Coaching Visit 
11/1/2019 CCR-AA Coaching Visit 
11/7/2019 CCR-AA Coaching Visit 
11/15/2019 CCR-AA Coaching Visit 
2/26/2019 CCR-AA Coaching Visit 
3/4/2019 CCR-AA Coaching Visit 



 
 



OVEC Summary of Alternate Assessment Regional Support 2019-2020 
 



Date Training  
07/24/19 Regional ARC Chairs and MSD Teachers, Participation Guidelines for 



AA  
07/29/19 Grant Co. ARC Chairs and MSD Teachers, Participation Guidelines for 



AA 
08/06/19  Trimble Co. ARC Chairs and MSD Teachers, Participation Guidelines 



for AA 
08/22/19 Spencer Co. MSD Teachers, Participation Guidelines for AA 
08/22/19 Emailed directors to review emails regarding AA Data reviews 
08/30/19 Grant Co. ARC Chairs and MSD Teachers, Participation Guidelines for 



AA 
09/10/2019 Regional New ARC Chairs and New MSD Teachers, Participation 



Guidelines for AA 
09/19/2019 Franklin Co. ARC Chairs and MSD Teachers, Participation Guidelines 



for AA 
02/28/20 Shelby Co. reviewed data regarding AA participation data (internal 



district audit)     
05/14/20 Bullitt Co. MSD Teachers, Participation Guidelines for AA 
07/30/20 Eminence Indep. MSD Teachers, Participation Guidelines for AA 
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Summary of Cooperative Alternate Assessment Meetings and Trainings for 2019-2020 
 
 



Date Training  
08/03/20 Emailed directors (Bullitt and Shelby) to review emails regarding AA 



Data reviews 
 



CKEC Summary of Alternate Assessment Regional Support 2019-2020 
 



Dates Event 
1/24/2019 Regional AA Overview 



3/4/2019 Woodford County HS support 
preparing for AA 



4/10/2019 Montgomery Cty Schools - AAAF 



6/12/2019 
AA Data Review for DoSES at 
CKEC, in collaboration with Sally 
Miracle 



9/5/2019 AA Overview Mulit District 
Training 



9/18/2019 Woodford County District AA 
Overview 



9/19/2019 Montgomery Cty Schools - AA 
Overivew 



10/7/2019 Montgmery Cty - Participation 
Guidelines @ Mapleton 



10/15/2019  Marion Cty - AA Overview 
10/23/2019  Woodford Cty - AAAF 



11/1/2019 Marion Cty -Participation 
Guidelines 



11/6/2019 Woodford County - AA Overview 



3/11/2019 Montgmery Cty - Participation 
Guidelines @ Mapleton 



June 25 and August 5, 2020 Participation Guidelines training - 
multi district 



July 27, August 4 and August 5, 
2020 AA Overview Q and A Sessions 



July and Augusut, 2020 
Sent out emails with info on the 



Coop AA Overview Self Paced 
Module 



August, 2020 Email DoSE about 1% modules 



Monthly Each DoSE meeting I provide an 
AA update 



school year 2020 - 2021 
CKEC will be providing monthly 



drop in office hours for Math and 
ELA 
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Summary of Cooperative Alternate Assessment Meetings and Trainings for 2019-2020 
 
 



Dates Event 
CKEC will be hosting monthly AA 



Virtual Work Sessions 
Monthly Virtual Distance Learning 
Support Sessions for teachers of 



students with Moderate to Severe 
Disabilities 



Will be providing support to DoSE 
based on the AA Audit Feedback 



from KDE 
As more of the Coop Trainings 
become avaialbe CKEC will be 



scheduling more sessions 
 



GLEC Summary of Alternate Assessment Regional Support 2019-2020 



• Multisensory Approach to Teaching Standards for MSD  (2x face-to-face)                         
• Transition Cohort                                                                                                  
• Specially Designed Instruction for MSD (DoSE Webinar Series) 
• Alternate Assessment Training     (3x face-to-face, 1x self-



paced)                                                                           
• Transition 101: Beyond Compliance   (2x face-to-face)                 



SE-SC Summary of Alternate Assessment Regional Support 2019-2020 



Date Training  
04/9/19 Laurel Co. ARC Chairs & MSD Teachers, Participation Guidelines for 



AA  
06/12/19 AA Data Review for DoSES at CKEC, in collaboration with Sally Miracle 
07/09/19  Repeat of AA Data Review for DoSEs at SCES, in collaboration with 



Sally Miracle.  Cancelled due to lack of interest.   
08/22/2020 Participation Guidelines for AA for DoSES (during monthly DoSE 



Meeting)  
08/2019  Emailed districts who received Data Verification Report, offered 



training and coaching support.   No districts accepted.   
09/19/2019 Participation Guidelines for AA, Regional (scheduled after school) 



Cancelled due to low registration  
10/15/2019 Participation Guidelines for AA, Regional (scheduled during school) 



Cancelled due to low registration  
2/20/2020  Participation Guidelines for AA for new DoSES.  
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Summary of Cooperative Alternate Assessment Meetings and Trainings for 2019-2020 
 
 



Date Training  
02/2020  Emailed districts offering support to the districts who requested 



follow up support on the Justification Survey.  2 districts replied, one 
district is scheduled for September 3rd.   



4/29/2020  Follow up email from February.    
06/08/2020 Posted self-paced Participation Guidelines Training.  As of 



08/14/2020, 59 people have completed the module with the majority 
being from Knox County.  (advertised by Regional DoSE via email)  



08/10/2020 Emailed DoSEs informing them of the Self-Paced Module and training 
plan to address compliance errors related to Data Verfication 
Reports.   



08/27/2020 Explain training options to DoSEs during DoSE meeting.   
10/14/2020 Districts who received Data Verification Report: Train DoSEs on 



compliance errors found in our region.  Focus on writing a solid 
Present Levels to support decisions on Participation Guidelines 



11/10/2020 Regional training for teachers who had folders with compliance 
errors related to the Data Verfication Report.  Training and Coaching 
as follow up to 10/14 session with DoSEs.   



February 2021 Regional Training, date / time TBA 
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2020-2021 Alternate Assessment Participation Waiver Work Timeline 



KDE:OSEEL:DIMR Attachment # 



2020-2021 Timeline Dates 
Kentucky waiver request out for public 
comment 



October 19 – 30, 2020 



CCEIS Quarterly Cadre Meetings October 19 and 21, 2020 
Beginning of Year Training Videos October 2020 
CEIS/CCEIS Program Consultation Meetings October 1, 25  
Statement of Considerations: 



• Must respond to all public comments 
(ongoing during public comment period) 



• Review and made edits to waiver plan 
based on public comment 



November 2, 2020 



KDE Meeting to plan Alternate Assessment and 
Diploma Advisory Group meetings and agendas 



November 4, 2020 



Kentucky waiver needs to be submitted to OSEP 
• Must be submitted 90 days prior to 



assessment 
• Tentative start date is February 15, 2021 



November 17, 2020 



Post waiver sent to OSEP to KDE Website November 19, 2020 
AADAG Meeting November 19, 2020 
AADAG Meeting December 3, 2020 
AADAG Meeting December 10, 2020 
AADAG Meeting December 15, 2020 
Beginning of Year Trainings  
DIMR Data Review: 



• District LCI data 
• 18-19 Benchmark Report 
• Monitoring proposal for 2020-2021 



December 2020 



District Justifications – based on AA eligibility in 
IEPs (no assessment data available) 



December 2020-January 2022 



CCEIS Quarterly Cadre Meetings January 20 and 25, 2021 
CEIS/CCEIS Program Consultation Meetings January 25, 2021 
AADAG Meeting TBD February 
Desk Review of AA Participation Spring 2021 
CCEIS Quarterly Cadre Meetings April 19 and 21, 2021 
CEIS/CCEIS Program Consultation Meetings April 25 and June 30, 2021 
AADAG Meeting TBD – Discuss results of review 
End of Year Training TBD April 2021 
CCEIS Quarterly Cadre Meetings TBD July 2021 
CEIS/CCEIS Program Consultation Meetings July 25 2021 



  













 



 



 



 



 



 
 



 
              



            
             
         



        
  



 



From: Sharp, Tania - Division of IDEA Monitoring and Results 
To: Grable, Patty - WKEC; Karsner, Ramona; Brookins, Connie -SESC Coop; Davis, Kelly - (GRREC); Becky Nixon 



NKCES; Little, Stephanie; Christel Bogar; Brenda Combs - KVEC; Bronger, Latricia 
Cc: Starkey, Sylvia - Division of Learning Service (sylvia.starkey@education.ky.gov) 
Subject: Update on AA Participation Guidelines Annual Review Module and Course of Study for Alternative High School 



Diploma 
Date: Tuesday, August 18, 2020 1:24:00 PM 
Attachments: Alternate Assessment Participation Training Modules Plan.pdf 
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Good Afternoon Cooperative Directors, 



Just a couple quick updates. 



The alternate assessment annual review training module has been updated. Each year, we will work 
with the UK HDI to update the Annual Review module in order for districts to have staff complete it 
annually (no specific timeline) and be able to get an updated certificate of completion. The new 
updated module is titled “KDE 201: Annual Review Guidance for Alternate Assessment Participation 
(2020-2021 version).” I have also included below the email we sent out last year with the list of 
modules and who needs to take them. I have also attached the module plan document too. 



Secondly, the “Course of Study Leading to the Alternative High School Diploma” has been added 
back to the KDE webpage. It is located under Additional Resources on the Alternate K-PREP Training 
and Instructional Resources page of the KDE website. 



Please share this information with your districts. 



Thank you all the hard work you and the cooperative staff continue to do to support KDE, our 
districts and our students. 



Tania M. Sharp
Exceptional Children Consultant
Individual Programming Branch
Division of IDEA Monitoring & Results
Office of Special Education & Early Learning 



Kentucky Department of Education 
300 Sower Blvd., 4th Floor 
Frankfort, KY 40601
(502) 564-4970, ext. 4124 | Fax (502) 564-6470
Email: tania.sharp@education.ky.gov 



In response to the COVID-19 crisis, our focus at the Kentucky Department of Education is 
three-fold – Educate, Feed and Support. We are committed to providing guidance and 
solutions that focus on educating and feeding our children and providing support to our 
districts. For more information about KDE’s response to COVID-19, visit: 
http://bit.ly/KDEcovid19. Questions? You can call (502) 892-6968 or e-mail 
covid19@education.ky.gov. #TeamKDE #TeamKentucky 
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Alternate Assessment 
Training Modules















Participation for Alternate 
Assessment (P4AA) Plan




 Statewide Online Training Modules
● Administrators track
● Educator track
● Annual Review Module (new)




 Regional Cooperative Trainings
● ARC simulation with student case scenarios
● Professional learning around students with 




significant cognitive disabilities
● Differentiated learning and Inclusion 2







https://www.hdilearning.org/?woo_category=561











P4AA Project Module Training 
Outline
 Statewide Online Training Modules




● Administrators track (DoSE, School Admins) –
completed only once
Modules 1, 2, 4, & 5
ARC Chairpersons – Module 2




● Educator track (Special Education Teachers, Related 
Service Providers) – completed only once
Modules 3 & 4




 Annual Review Module (DoSE, School Admins, ARC 
Chairpersons, Special Education Teachers, Related 
Service Providers) – Completed Annually
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Presenter



Presentation Notes



All training modules related to alternate assessment participation are provided through the University of Kentucky Human Development Institute webpage on the Learning Management System. A required certificate of completion is provided after completing the module post-quiz. Please keep the certificates for your records to be made available as needed.Once the ARC members have completed the required modules (based on the outline attached) and have obtained their certificate, they do not need to take Modules 1, 2, 3, 4, and 5 again each year. Any new DoSE, new ARC Chairpersons, new special education teachers and related service providers (who have students eligible for the alternate assessment or who will be discussing alternate assessment participation), who have not previously completed the modules, are required to complete the original modules 1-5 as outlined in the attachment.















Example




 John - special education teacher - completed all 
required modules (3 and 4) in February 2018. 




 John does not need to complete the original 
modules (modules 3 and 4) annually. 




 John completed the original modules required.
 John will need to complete the new Annual Review 




Guidance for Alternate Assessment Participation 
module next year.
● The purpose of the annual module is to be an annual 




refresher course on understanding and implementing 
the participation guidelines each year. 
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Presenter



Presentation Notes



There is no set time limit on taking and completing the modules. For example, if a new ARC Chairperson completed module 2 on June 3, 2019, they do not need to take the annual review module until next year. Districts may set up their own timeline or required date of completion. The state does not require a specific “date” of completion (there was a date the first year they were released). The module completions are used for keeping staff up to date on the information and for documenting evidence of training for the waiver requirements. 















Administrators Track Educators Track




• Focuses on:
• How what I see and  




collect in the classroom  
informs how my student  
participates in KY  
assessments. (Module 3)




• How what I see and  
collect in the classroom  
informs the completion of  
the LCI (Module 4)




Annual Review for ARC Members 
Module (NEW)*




• Focuses on:
• How my LEA fits into the




bigger picture. (Modules 1
and 5)




• Refresher module focuses on:
• How to complete the




participation guidelines.




• How my LEA stays  
compliant with state  
expectations. (Modules 2 and  
4)




• How what I see and collect  
in the classroom informs  
how my student participate  
in KY assessments.




• How what I see and collect  
in the classroom informs the  
completion of the LCI




Participation for Alternate Assessment (P4AA) Project 
Module Training Outline















Understand Your 
LEAs Alternate 




Assessment 
Population in 




Relation to the Cap




• Data Sources that  
could be used




• LEA comparisons




• Red Flags to explore




Completing the  
Learner  




Characteristics  
Inventory




• Purpose & Use




• Guidance on  
answering each  
question




Preparing for ARC -
Participation  




Guidelines




• Defining a  
Significant Cognitive  
Disability




• How students  
participate in KY  
Assessments




• Accommodation vs.  
Modification




• How to prepare to  
answer the  
Participation
Guidelines’ 4  
Criterions




Completing the  
Participation  




Guidelines




• Defining a  
Significant Cognitive  
Disability




• How students  
participate in KY  
Assessments




• Accommodation vs.  
Modification




• How to use the  
Participation  
Guidelines for  
determination




The KY 1% Alternate
Assessment Waiver




• Change in Reporting  
Requirement




• Communicating w/
District Staff




Module 5Module 4Module 1 Module 2 Module 3




Learning Management System: Modules Training Outline















Understand Your 
LEAs Alternate 




Assessment 
Population in 




Relation to the Cap




• Data Sources that  
could be used




• LEA comparisons




• Red Flags to explore




*Keep Certificates of  
Completion for your  




records




Completing the 
Learner 




Characteristics 
Inventory




• Purpose & Use




• Guidance on  
answering each  
question




Preparing for ARC -
Participation 




Guidelines




• Defining a  
Significant Cognitive  
Disability




• How students  
participate in KY  
Assessments




• Accommodation vs.  
Modification




• How to prepare to  
answer the  
Participation
Guidelines’ 4  
Criterions




Completing the 
Participation 




Guidelines




• Defining a  
Significant Cognitive  
Disability




• How students  
participate in KY  
Assessments




• Accommodation vs.
Modification




• How to use the  
Participation  
Guidelines for  
determination




The KY 1% Alternate
Assessment Waiver




• Change in Reporting  
Requirement




• Communicating w/
District Staff




Module 5Module 4Module 1 Module 2 Module 3




Learning Management System: P4AA 1% Training Modules 
Each DOSE in the state must successfully complete  




(modules in green):















Understand Your 
LEAs Alternate 




Assessment 
Population in 




Relation to the Cap




• Data Sources that  
could be used




• LEA comparisons




• Red Flags to explore




Must complete prior to  
chairing an ARC




*Keep Certificates of  
Completion for your records




Completing the 
Learner 




Characteristics 
Inventory




• Purpose & Use




• Guidance on  
answering each  
question




Preparing for ARC -
Participation 




Guidelines




• Defining a  
Significant Cognitive  
Disability




• How students  
participate in KY  
Assessments




• Accommodation vs.  
Modification




• How to prepare to  
answer the  
Participation
Guidelines’ 4  
Criterions




Completing the 
Participation 




Guidelines




• Defining a  
Significant Cognitive  
Disability




• How students  
participate in KY  
Assessments




• Accommodation vs.
Modification




• How to use the  
Participation  
Guidelines for  
determination




The KY 1% Alternate
Assessment Waiver




• Change in Reporting  
Requirement




• Communicating w/
District Staff




Module 5Module 4Module 1 Module 2 Module 3




Each ARC chair in the state must successfully complete (all modules in yellow):
Learning Management System: P4AA 1% Training Modules















*Keep Certificates of  
Completion for your records




Understand Your 
LEAs Alternate 




Assessment 
Population in 




Relation to the Cap




• Data Sources that  
could be used




• LEA comparisons




• Red Flags to explore




Completing the 
Learner 




Characteristics 
Inventory




• Purpose & Use




• Guidance on  
answering each  
question




Preparing for ARC -
Participation 




Guidelines




• Defining a  
Significant Cognitive  
Disability




• How students  
participate in KY  
Assessments




• Accommodation vs.  
Modification




• How to prepare to  
answer the  
Participation
Guidelines’ 4  
Criterions




Completing the 
Participation 




Guidelines




• Defining a  
Significant Cognitive  
Disability




• How students  
participate in KY  
Assessments




• Accommodation vs.
Modification




• How to use the  
Participation  
Guidelines for  
determination




The KY 1% Alternate
Assessment Waiver




• Change in Reporting  
Requirement




• Communicating w/
District Staff




Module 5Module 4Module 1 Module 2 Module 3




Each SPED Teacher in the state must successfully complete (all modules in purple):
Learning Management System: P4AA 1% Training Modules















*Keep Certificates of  
Completion for your records




Refresher module for all ARC  
members who have completed  




all required modules in  
Administrators Track or  
Educators Track (slide 1)




Preparing and Completing - Participation 
Guidelines




• Defining a Significant Cognitive Disability




• How students participate in KY Assessments




• Accommodation vs. Modification




• How to prepare to answer the Participation  
Guidelines’ 4 Criterions




• How to use the Participation Guidelines for  
determination




Learning Management System:
Annual Review for ARC Members Module















For More Information




 Please Contact:
Tania M. Sharp
Exceptional Children Consultant
Division of IDEA Monitoring & Results
Office of Special Education & Early Learning
(502) 564-4970, ext. 4124 
Email: tania.sharp@education.ky.gov
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				Alternate Assessment Training Modules



				Participation for Alternate Assessment (P4AA) Plan



				P4AA Project Module Training Outline



				Example



				Participation for Alternate Assessment (P4AA) Project  Module Training Outline



				Learning Management System: Modules Training Outline



				Learning Management System: P4AA 1% Training Modules  Each DOSE in the state must successfully complete  (modules in green):



				Learning Management System: P4AA 1% Training Modules



				Learning Management System: P4AA 1% Training Modules



				Learning Management System:Annual Review for ARC Members Module



				For More Information



















               
                
              
 



 
 
 
 



 



 
 
 



This email may contain confidential data or information and is intended solely for the use of
the individual or entity to whom it is addressed. If you are not the named addressee you
should not disseminate, distribute, or copy this e-mail, and you are requested to notify the
sender immediately. 



To support districts in understanding and implementing the guidelines, the KDE in partnership
with the University of Kentucky, local administrators and regional cooperative personnel,
have revised the original training modules and also developed a new refresher module. All
modules are provided through the University of Kentucky Human Development Institute
webpage on the Learning Management System. Instructions on how to register for each
module is in the attached “Instructions for Registering” document. 



Module 1: Change in reporting requirements and communicating with district staff 
Module 2: Completing the participation guidelines 
Module 3: Preparing for ARC to complete the participation guidelines 
Module 4: Completing the Learner Characteristics Inventory 
Module 5: Understanding your districts alternate assessment population in relation to
the 1% cap 
Annual Review Guidance for Alternate Assessment Participation 



Once the ARC members have completed the required modules and have obtained their 
certificate, they do not need to take Modules 1, 2, 3, 4, and 5 again each year. For example: 
special education teacher, John Doe, completed all required modules (3 and 4) in February 
2018. John Doe does not need to complete the 5 original modules annually. Those who have 
completed the original modules required will need to complete the new Annual Review 
Guidance for Alternate Assessment Participation module. The purpose of the module is to be a 
refresher course on understanding and implementing the participation guidelines each year. 
The KDE recommends that all ARC members complete the Annual Review for ARC 
Members Module annually. 



Any new DoSE, new ARC Chairpersons and new special education teachers (who have 
students eligible for the alternate assessment or who will be discussing alternate assessment 
participation), who have not previously completed the modules, are required to complete the 
original modules 1-5 as outlined in the attachment.
The attachment describes the content of each module and is color-coded to show who is 
required to complete each module. A required certificate of completion is provided after
completing the module post-quiz. Please keep the certificates for your records to be made
available as needed. 
For more information on how to assign mdoules to staff and track completion, please visit the
Group Management Feature page on the UK HDI website. 



Tania M. Sharp
Exceptional Children Consultant
Individual Programming Branch
Division of IDEA Monitoring & Results 





https://nam11.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.hdilearning.org%2Fcourse-catalog%2F%3Fwoo_category%3D432&data=02%7C01%7Ctania.sharp%40education.ky.gov%7Cdee2a826e7814f4cae3a08d843963b76%7C9360c11f90e64706ad0025fcdc9e2ed1%7C0%7C0%7C637333659816692532&sdata=RrG5ePKwsdK8qOShCvj10%2FWOCH4W7OLDCYbdbUlIYYo%3D&reserved=0


https://nam11.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.hdilearning.org%2Fcourse-catalog%2F%3Fwoo_category%3D432&data=02%7C01%7Ctania.sharp%40education.ky.gov%7Cdee2a826e7814f4cae3a08d843963b76%7C9360c11f90e64706ad0025fcdc9e2ed1%7C0%7C0%7C637333659816692532&sdata=RrG5ePKwsdK8qOShCvj10%2FWOCH4W7OLDCYbdbUlIYYo%3D&reserved=0


https://nam11.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.hdilearning.org%2Fgroup-management-feature%2F&data=02%7C01%7Ctania.sharp%40education.ky.gov%7Cdee2a826e7814f4cae3a08d843963b76%7C9360c11f90e64706ad0025fcdc9e2ed1%7C0%7C0%7C637333659816692532&sdata=ay9Ntk4aIuK6%2Fw8atDi95sQh6o%2Bb4L%2FGnCu27Zlea6E%3D&reserved=0








 
              



            
             
         



        
  



 
               
                
              
 



 
 
 



Office of Special Education & Early Learning 



Kentucky Department of Education 
300 Sower Blvd., 4th Floor 
Frankfort, KY 40601
(502) 564-4970, ext. 4124 | Fax (502) 564-6470
Email: tania.sharp@education.ky.gov 



In response to the COVID-19 crisis, our focus at the Kentucky Department of Education is 
three-fold – Educate, Feed and Support. We are committed to providing guidance and 
solutions that focus on educating and feeding our children and providing support to our 
districts. For more information about KDE’s response to COVID-19, visit: 
http://bit.ly/KDEcovid19. Questions? You can call (502) 892-6968 or e-mail 
covid19@education.ky.gov. #TeamKDE #TeamKentucky 



This email may contain confidential data or information and is intended solely for the use of
the individual or entity to whom it is addressed. If you are not the named addressee you
should not disseminate, distribute, or copy this e-mail, and you are requested to notify the
sender immediately. 
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Disproportionality of Students Participating in Alternate Assessment against Alternate Academic Standards (AA-AAAS) By Subgroup & Content Area 
 



KDE/OSEEL/DIMR  Based on 2018-2019 School Year Assessment Data 



Sub-group 
Disproportionality 



Reading 
(Elem/Middle/High) 



Math 
(Elem/Middle/High) 



Writing 
(Elem/Middle/High) 



Science 
(Elem/Middle/High) 



Social Studies 
(Elem/Middle) 



White Students Participating in 
Alternate Assessment 1.04 0.60 1.08 1.03 1.10 



African American Students 
Participating in Alternate 
Assessment 



1.21 1.18 1.23 1.28 1.19 



Hispanic Students Participating in 
Alternate Assessment 0.71 0.74 0.67 0.77 0.66 



Asian Students Participating in 
Alternate Assessment 1.02 0.92 0.62 0.93 0.78 



American Indian/Alaskan Native 
Students Participating in Alternate 
Assessment 



0.83 0.83 0.98 1.35 0.76 



Pacific Islander Students 
Participating in Alternate 
Assessment 



0.57 0.57 0.00 0.96 0.00 



Students of Two or More Races 
Participating in Alternate 
Assessment 



0.83 0.82 0.85 0.77 0.84 



Free or Reduced Eligible Students 
Participating in Alternate 
Assessment 



3.20 3.20 3.18 3.09 3.27 



English Learners Students 
Participating in Alternate 
Assessment 



1.39 1.38 1.69 1.31 1.81 



Migrant Students Participating in 
Alternate Assessment 1.00 0.94 1.35 1.50 1.22 



Homeless Students Participating 
in Alternate Assessment 0.55 1.33 1.70 1.29 1.62 



Male Students Participating in 
Alternate Assessment 1.93 1.96 1.93 1.80 2.00 



Female Students Participating in 
Alternate Assessment 0.52 0.51 0.52 0.54 0.50 



 













Kentucky Alternate Assessment
Alternate K-PREP



2020-2021 Changes and Significant Dates



1OAA: DAAS:KO: Kentucky Alternate Assessment Changes 
2020-2021











Changes Beginning in 2020
 Alternate Assessment and Accountability Folder 



(AAAF) no longer a state requirement (remains 
optional at the district level).



 Social Studies at high school will be 
administered at grade 11 along with writing, 
science and the Transition Attainment Record 
(TAR). Grade 12 may now focus on transition 
opportunities for students on the Kentucky 
Alternate Assessment. The TAR will still be 
available at grades 12 and 14.



2OAA: DAAS:KO: Kentucky Alternate Assessment 
Changes 2020-2021











Timeline for 2020-2021
Fall 2020: Instruction Only
 Introduction to Kentucky Academic Standards 



and Alternate Assessment Targets
 No assessment in November due to impact 



COVID-19 on schools and districts from March to 
August.



Spring 2021: Operational Field Test
 Two windows to be provided between mid-



February and the end of the school year.
3OAA: DAAS:KO: Kentucky Alternate Assessment 



Changes 2020-2021











Reasons for Operational Field Test
 Due to COVID- 19 timelines, students enrolled in 



the Kentucky Alternate Assessment were 
unable to complete field testing in spring 2020.



 Operational field tests have been effectively 
used across the nation by many states.



 Operational field tests have not been a 
traditional measure in Kentucky; however, there 
have been successful assessments conducted 
in this manner during prior administrations on a 
smaller scale.



4OAA: DAAS:KO: Kentucky Alternate Assessment 
Changes 2020-2021











Alternate Assessment 2020-2021 
Operational Field Test
 Item development will occur during the summer 



and early fall of 2020. There will be multiple 
reviews conducted focused on alignment, content, 
bias, as well as additional internal and external 
edits and revisions.



 Operational Field Test Items
● Will be analyzed for use in 2020-2021 accountability
● Based on the Kentucky Academic Standards (KAS) 
● Aligned with the Alternate Assessment Targets 



released in May and June 2020
5OAA: DAAS:KO: Kentucky Alternate Assessment 



Changes 2020-2021











DATE EVENT
October 5 Transition Attainment Record  (TAR) Training Begins
October 5 TAR Administration Begins
November 2 Alternate K-PREP Overview and Attainment Tasks  Combined 



Training Opens
February 1-5 Window 1 Materials Ship
February 10 Alternate K-PREP Overview and Attainment Tasks Combined 



Training Closes
February 15 Test Window 1 officially opens
February 15 Student Registration Database (SRD Opens for score entry 



Window 1 and TAR) 
March 26 Test Window 1 officially closes (last day to administer tasks)
March 29-April 2



or



April 5-9



Materials ship for Test Window 2



April 19 Test Window 2 Officially Opens
May 28 Test Window 2 Officially Closes (last day to administer tasks)
May 28 TAR Administration Ends
June 4 Last Day to enter scores in SRD (Test Window 2 and TAR )



2020-2021 
Kentucky 
Alternate 



Assessment 
Calendar



6OAA: DAAS:KO: Kentucky Alternate Assessment 
Changes 2020-2021
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			Reasons for Operational Field Test


			Alternate Assessment 2020-2021 Operational Field Test


			2020-2021 Kentucky Alternate Assessment Calendar
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Public comment sought on proposed alternate assessment waiver 
 
(FRANKFORT, KY) – The Kentucky Department of Education (KDE) is seeking public 
comment on its request to the U.S. Department of Education (USED) to extend its waiver on 
the number of students tested using alternate assessments due to the COVID-19 crisis.  
 
The assessments are aligned with alternate academic achievement standards (AA-AAAS) on 
the annual statewide Kentucky Performance Rating for Educational Progress (K-PREP) test. 
 
Public comment will be taken Oct. 20, 2020, through Nov. 3, 2020. 
 
The Elementary and Secondary Education Act of 1965 (ESEA) - as amended by the Every 
Student Succeeds Act (ESSA), Section 1111(b)(2)(D) and its corresponding regulation 34 CFR 
200.6(c) and (d) - contains requirements for students with the most significant cognitive 
disabilities to participate in statewide testing through the use of AA-AAAS.   
 
According to federal law, no more than 1.0 percent of the total number of students participating 
in a statewide assessment such as K-PREP may take the alternate assessment in each subject 
area tested.  
 
In response to the pandemic, KDE applied for and was granted formal approval of the 
assessment waiver from the USED. The assessment waiver allowed Kentucky to bypass 
standardized testing and be relieved of the federal assessment, accountability and specific 
reporting requirements for the 2019-2020 school year. As a result of the school closures and 
subsequent waiver, the KDE does not have assessment data for the 2019-2020 school year. 
Therefore, KDE will rely on assessment data from the 2018-2019 school year in forecasting 
future participation in AA-AAAS.  
 
Data from the 2018-2019 school year shows that slightly more than 1 percent of Kentucky’s 
students participated in AA-AAAS. In accordance with 34 C.F.R. §200.6(c)(4), if a state 
anticipates it will exceed the cap with respect to any subject for which assessments are 
administered in any school year, the state may request that the U.S. secretary of education 
waive the cap for the relevant subject for one year. KDE plans to submit a waiver request to 
USED in the areas of reading, mathematics and science. 
 
To receive an extended waiver, KDE must gather data on the characteristics of students 
participating in the alternate assessment to determine whether students who do not have 
significant cognitive disabilities are participating. Also, KDE must monitor alternate assessment 
data and request justification from all districts exceeding 1 percent participation in any subject. 
KDE will address any disproportionality in the percentage of students taking the alternate 
assessment. 
 
As a result of Kentucky’s waiver approval for the 2019-2020 school year, KDE, regional special 
education cooperatives and school districts have worked collaboratively to develop and 
implement guidance, training and monitoring to ensure only the students with the most significant 
cognitive disabilities are participating in the alternate assessment. The proposed waiver for 
alternate assessment participation that KDE will submit to USED details the progress made in 





https://oese.ed.gov/files/2020/04/KY-Covid19-WaiverResponse.pdf


https://oese.ed.gov/files/2020/04/KY-Covid19-WaiverResponse.pdf


https://1.next.westlaw.com/Link/Document/FullText?findType=L&amp;pubNum=1000547&amp;cite=34CFRS200.2&amp;originatingDoc=NA3530230BD6D11E6AE80FBA6CA5908DD&amp;refType=VB&amp;originationContext=document&amp;transitionType=DocumentItem&amp;contextData=(sc.UserEnteredCitation)&amp;co_pp_7b9b000044381








2019-2020. 
 
The proposed waiver is available on KDE’s website. General information on Kentucky’s AA-
AAAS is available on KDE’s Alternate K-Prep webpage. 
 
The public may send written comments on the proposed waiver to Sylvia Starkey, Director, 
Division of IDEA Monitoring and Results, Office of Special Education and Early Learning, 
Kentucky Department of Education, 300 Sower Blvd., Fourth Floor, Frankfort, KY 40601. 
Comments also may be submitted by email to Sylvia.Starkey@education.ky.gov,  by telephone 
at (502) 564-4970 or by fax at (502) 564-4124. 





https://education.ky.gov/AA/Assessments/kprep/Pages/Alternate-K-PREP.aspx
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From: Starkey, Sylvia - KDE Division Director 
To: kydose@lsv.uky.edu 
Cc: Sharp, Tania - Division of IDEA Monitoring and Results 
Subject: FW: Public comment sought on proposed alternate assessment waiver 
Date: Tuesday, October 20, 2020 12:04:53 PM 
Attachments: image002.png 


Good Afternoon, 


Below, please find information on the Kentucky Department of Education’s proposed waiver request 
regarding alternate assessments. Please note the deadline for submitting public comments is 
November 3, 2020. 


Please share as appropriate. 


Sylvia M. Starkey 
Director 
Division of IDEA Monitoring and Results 
Office of Special Education and Early Learning 


Kentucky Department of Education 
300 Sower Blvd. – 4th floor 
Frankfort, KY 40601 
(502) 564-4970, ext. 4118
Email: sylvia.starkey@education.ky.gov


In response to the COVID-19 crisis, our focus at the Kentucky Department of Education is 
three-fold – Educate, Feed and Support. We are committed to providing guidance and 
solutions that focus on educating and feeding our children and providing support to our 
districts. For more information about KDE’s response to COVID-19, visit: 
http://bit.ly/KDEcovid19. Questions? You can call (502) 892-6968 or e-mail 
covid19@education.ky.gov. #TeamKDE #TeamKentucky 


This email may contain confidential data or information and is intended solely for the use of 
the individual or entity to whom it is addressed. If you are not the named addressee you 
should not disseminate, distribute, or copy this e-mail, and you are requested to notify the 
sender immediately. 


From: Kentucky Department of Education <KYDE@public.govdelivery.com> 
Sent: Tuesday, October 20, 2020 12:01 PM 
To: Starkey, Sylvia - KDE Division Director <sylvia.starkey@education.ky.gov> 
Subject: Public comment sought on proposed alternate assessment waiver 



mailto:sylvia.starkey@education.ky.gov
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Kentucky Department of Education 


News Release 
Media Contact: Toni Konz Tatman 
Chief Communications Officer 
Office: (502) 564-2000, ext. 4602 
Cell: (502) 229-1915 
toni.tatman@education.ky.gov 
Advisory 20-324 


Oct. 20, 2020 


Public comment sought on proposed 
alternate assessment waiver 
(FRANKFORT, KY) – The Kentucky Department of Education (KDE) is seeking 
public comment on its request to the U.S. Department of Education (USED) to 
extend its waiver on the number of students tested using alternate assessments due 
to the COVID-19 crisis. 


The assessments are aligned with alternate academic achievement standards (AA-
AAAS) on the annual statewide Kentucky Performance Rating for Educational 
Progress (K-PREP) test. 


Public comment will be taken Oct. 20, 2020, through Nov. 3, 2020. 


The Elementary and Secondary Education Act of 1965 (ESEA) - as amended by the 
Every Student Succeeds Act (ESSA), Section 1111(b)(2)(D) and its corresponding 
regulation 34 CFR 200.6(c) and (d) - contains requirements for students with the 
most significant cognitive disabilities to participate in statewide testing through the 
use of AA-AAAS. 


According to federal law, no more than 1.0 percent of the total number of students 
participating in a statewide assessment such as K-PREP may take the alternate 
assessment in each subject area tested. 


In response to the pandemic, KDE applied for and was granted formal approval of 
the assessment waiver from the USED. The assessment waiver allowed Kentucky 
to bypass standardized testing and be relieved of the federal assessment, 
accountability and specific reporting requirements for the 2019-2020 school year. As 
a result of the school closures and subsequent waiver, KDE does not have 
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assessment data for the 2019-2020 school year. Therefore, KDE will rely on 
assessment data from the 2018-2019 school year in forecasting future participation 
in AA-AAAS. 


Data from the 2018-2019 school year shows that slightly more than 1.0 percent of 
Kentucky’s students participated in AA-AAAS. In accordance with 34 C.F.R. 
§200.6(c)(4), if a state anticipates it will exceed the cap with respect to any subject
for which assessments are administered in any school year, the state may request
that the U.S. secretary of education waive the cap for the relevant subject for one
year. KDE plans to submit a waiver request to USED in the areas of reading,
mathematics and science.


To receive an extended waiver, KDE must gather data on the characteristics of 
students participating in the alternate assessment to determine whether students 
who do not have significant cognitive disabilities are participating. Also, KDE must 
monitor alternate assessment data and request justification from all districts 
exceeding 1.0 percent participation in any subject. KDE will address any 
disproportionality in the percentage of students taking the alternate assessment. 


As a result of Kentucky’s waiver approval for the 2019-2020 school year, KDE, 
regional special education cooperatives and school districts have worked 
collaboratively to develop and implement guidance, training and monitoring to 
ensure only the students with the most significant cognitive disabilities are 
participating in the alternate assessment. The proposed waiver for alternate 
assessment participation that KDE will submit to USED details the progress made in 
2019-2020. 


The proposed waiver is available on KDE’s website. General information on 
Kentucky’s AA-AAAS is available on KDE’s Alternate K-Prep webpage. 


The public may send written comments on the proposed waiver to Sylvia Starkey, 
Director, Division of IDEA Monitoring and Results, Office of Special Education and 
Early Learning, Kentucky Department of Education, 300 Sower Blvd., Fourth Floor, 
Frankfort, KY 40601. Comments also may be submitted by email to 
Sylvia.Starkey@education.ky.gov,  by telephone at (502) 564-4970 or by fax at 
(502) 564-4124.


Kentucky Department of Education 


Subscriber Preferences | Unsubscribe | Help 



https://lnks.gd/l/eyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9..yVytHuOQtaKzU95oneyNXKeKs4K-115ndGKlw2x6FbM/s/947322822/br/87136153266-l

https://lnks.gd/l/eyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJidWxsZXRpbl9saW5rX2lkIjoxMDIsInVyaSI6ImJwMjpjbGljayIsImJ1bGxldGluX2lkIjoiMjAyMDEwMjAuMjkwNDkyNjEiLCJ1cmwiOiJodHRwczovL2VkdWNhdGlvbi5reS5nb3Yvc3BlY2lhbGVkL2V4Y2VwL2luc3RyZXNvdXJjZXMvRG9jdW1lbnRzLzIwMjAtMjAyMV9LZW50dWNreV9SZXF1ZXN0X3RvX0V4dGVuZF9XYWl2ZXItUHVibGljX05vdGljZV9hbmRfQ29tbWVudF9QZXJpb2QucGRmIn0.kQVz977bNZemz2lLUqbTx4FrvKICfBkmxT83zb1uNq0/s/947322822/br/87136153266-l

https://lnks.gd/l/eyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJidWxsZXRpbl9saW5rX2lkIjoxMDMsInVyaSI6ImJwMjpjbGljayIsImJ1bGxldGluX2lkIjoiMjAyMDEwMjAuMjkwNDkyNjEiLCJ1cmwiOiJodHRwczovL2VkdWNhdGlvbi5reS5nb3YvQUEvQXNzZXNzbWVudHMva3ByZXAvUGFnZXMvQWx0ZXJuYXRlLUstUFJFUC5hc3B4In0.BylrLrLKLAZqZtdVdbDuOuFN9DdHGxV790BYv7zAmgo/s/947322822/br/87136153266-l

mailto:Sylvia.Starkey@education.ky.gov

https://lnks.gd/l/eyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJidWxsZXRpbl9saW5rX2lkIjoxMDcsInVyaSI6ImJwMjpjbGljayIsImJ1bGxldGluX2lkIjoiMjAyMDEwMjAuMjkwNDkyNjEiLCJ1cmwiOiJodHRwczovL3B1YmxpYy5nb3ZkZWxpdmVyeS5jb20vYWNjb3VudHMvS1lERS9zdWJzY3JpYmVyL2VkaXQ_cHJlZmVyZW5jZXM9dHJ1ZSN0YWIxIn0.CMmRZV9ZQJq94Bp8o5LhTE6CAIKHmlGSPrJ7AhrJNTc/s/947322822/br/87136153266-l

https://lnks.gd/l/eyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJidWxsZXRpbl9saW5rX2lkIjoxMDgsInF1ZXJ5X3BhcmFtcyI6WyJ2ZXJpZmljYXRpb24iLCJkZXN0aW5hdGlvbiJdLCJ1cmkiOiJicDI6Y2xpY2siLCJidWxsZXRpbl9pZCI6IjIwMjAxMDIwLjI5MDQ5MjYxIiwidXJsIjoiaHR0cHM6Ly9wdWJsaWMuZ292ZGVsaXZlcnkuY29tL2FjY291bnRzL0tZREUvc3Vic2NyaWJlci9vbmVfY2xpY2tfdW5zdWJzY3JpYmUifQ.xIJ9TUdQ_FuLUnxPJE7CxOlHW5ZpBNKRSQDETQ6BQjc/s/947322822/br/87136153266-l?verification=5.d18c028050d5c57ca71a52a22a697594&destination=sylvia.starkey%40education.ky.gov

https://lnks.gd/l/eyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJidWxsZXRpbl9saW5rX2lkIjoxMDksInVyaSI6ImJwMjpjbGljayIsImJ1bGxldGluX2lkIjoiMjAyMDEwMjAuMjkwNDkyNjEiLCJ1cmwiOiJodHRwczovL3N1YnNjcmliZXJoZWxwLmdyYW5pY3VzLmNvbS9zL2FydGljbGUvU3Vic2NyaWJlci1IZWxwLUNlbnRlciJ9.FIJ-TKfwaboLNt1eZaB-ShFv8Doq_m70dG0Ut-fyJTs/s/947322822/br/87136153266-l





           
              


This email was sent to sylvia.starkey@education.ky.gov using GovDelivery Communications Cloud on behalf 
of: Kentucky Department of Education · 300 Sower Blvd., 5th Floor · Frankfort, KY 40601 



mailto:sylvia.starkey@education.ky.gov










 
 


  


 


 
 


 
 


      
      


       
        


 
 


From: Starkey, Sylvia - KDE Division Director 
To: rhonda@kyspin.com 
Cc: Sharp, Tania - Division of IDEA Monitoring and Results 
Subject: FW: Public comment sought on proposed alternate assessment waiver 
Date: Tuesday, October 20, 2020 12:16:24 PM 
Attachments: image001.png 


Good Afternoon, 


Below, please find information on the Kentucky Department of Education’s proposed waiver request 
regarding alternate assessments. Please note the deadline for submitting public comments is 
November 3, 2020. 


Please share as appropriate. 


Sylvia M. Starkey 
Director 
Division of IDEA Monitoring and Results 
Office of Special Education and Early Learning 


Kentucky Department of Education 
300 Sower Blvd. – 4th floor 
Frankfort, KY 40601 
(502) 564-4970, ext. 4118
Email: sylvia.starkey@education.ky.gov


In response to the COVID-19 crisis, our focus at the Kentucky Department of Education is 
three-fold – Educate, Feed and Support. We are committed to providing guidance and 
solutions that focus on educating and feeding our children and providing support to our 
districts. For more information about KDE’s response to COVID-19, visit: 
http://bit.ly/KDEcovid19. Questions? You can call (502) 892-6968 or e-mail 
covid19@education.ky.gov. #TeamKDE #TeamKentucky 


This email may contain confidential data or information and is intended solely for the use of 
the individual or entity to whom it is addressed. If you are not the named addressee you 
should not disseminate, distribute, or copy this e-mail, and you are requested to notify the 
sender immediately. 


From: Kentucky Department of Education <KYDE@public.govdelivery.com> 
Sent: Tuesday, October 20, 2020 12:01 PM 
To: Starkey, Sylvia - KDE Division Director <sylvia.starkey@education.ky.gov> 
Subject: Public comment sought on proposed alternate assessment waiver 
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Kentucky Department of Education 


News Release 
Media Contact: Toni Konz Tatman 
Chief Communications Officer 
Office: (502) 564-2000, ext. 4602 
Cell: (502) 229-1915 
toni.tatman@education.ky.gov 
Advisory 20-324 


Oct. 20, 2020 


Public comment sought on proposed 
alternate assessment waiver 
(FRANKFORT, KY) – The Kentucky Department of Education (KDE) is seeking 
public comment on its request to the U.S. Department of Education (USED) to 
extend its waiver on the number of students tested using alternate assessments due 
to the COVID-19 crisis. 


The assessments are aligned with alternate academic achievement standards (AA-
AAAS) on the annual statewide Kentucky Performance Rating for Educational 
Progress (K-PREP) test. 


Public comment will be taken Oct. 20, 2020, through Nov. 3, 2020. 


The Elementary and Secondary Education Act of 1965 (ESEA) - as amended by the 
Every Student Succeeds Act (ESSA), Section 1111(b)(2)(D) and its corresponding 
regulation 34 CFR 200.6(c) and (d) - contains requirements for students with the 
most significant cognitive disabilities to participate in statewide testing through the 
use of AA-AAAS. 


According to federal law, no more than 1.0 percent of the total number of students 
participating in a statewide assessment such as K-PREP may take the alternate 
assessment in each subject area tested. 


In response to the pandemic, KDE applied for and was granted formal approval of 
the assessment waiver from the USED. The assessment waiver allowed Kentucky 
to bypass standardized testing and be relieved of the federal assessment, 
accountability and specific reporting requirements for the 2019-2020 school year. As 
a result of the school closures and subsequent waiver, KDE does not have 
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assessment data for the 2019-2020 school year. Therefore, KDE will rely on 
assessment data from the 2018-2019 school year in forecasting future participation 
in AA-AAAS. 


Data from the 2018-2019 school year shows that slightly more than 1.0 percent of 
Kentucky’s students participated in AA-AAAS. In accordance with 34 C.F.R. 
§200.6(c)(4), if a state anticipates it will exceed the cap with respect to any subject
for which assessments are administered in any school year, the state may request
that the U.S. secretary of education waive the cap for the relevant subject for one
year. KDE plans to submit a waiver request to USED in the areas of reading,
mathematics and science.


To receive an extended waiver, KDE must gather data on the characteristics of 
students participating in the alternate assessment to determine whether students 
who do not have significant cognitive disabilities are participating. Also, KDE must 
monitor alternate assessment data and request justification from all districts 
exceeding 1.0 percent participation in any subject. KDE will address any 
disproportionality in the percentage of students taking the alternate assessment. 


As a result of Kentucky’s waiver approval for the 2019-2020 school year, KDE, 
regional special education cooperatives and school districts have worked 
collaboratively to develop and implement guidance, training and monitoring to 
ensure only the students with the most significant cognitive disabilities are 
participating in the alternate assessment. The proposed waiver for alternate 
assessment participation that KDE will submit to USED details the progress made in 
2019-2020. 


The proposed waiver is available on KDE’s website. General information on 
Kentucky’s AA-AAAS is available on KDE’s Alternate K-Prep webpage. 


The public may send written comments on the proposed waiver to Sylvia Starkey, 
Director, Division of IDEA Monitoring and Results, Office of Special Education and 
Early Learning, Kentucky Department of Education, 300 Sower Blvd., Fourth Floor, 
Frankfort, KY 40601. Comments also may be submitted by email to 
Sylvia.Starkey@education.ky.gov,  by telephone at (502) 564-4970 or by fax at 
(502) 564-4124.


Kentucky Department of Education 


Subscriber Preferences | Unsubscribe | Help 
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From: Sharp, Tania - Division of IDEA Monitoring and Results 
To: abruce (abruce@ovec.org); Annie Conner SESC; Cheryl Mathis (cheryl.mathis@hazard.kyschools.us); Deb - Myers 


(GRREC) (deb.myers@grrec.org); Gentry, Sherida - WKEC; Katie cooper - GLECC; Louann Craft 
(louann.craft@sesccoop.org); mandy.carter (Mandy.Carter@KEDC.org); Miracle, Sally; Therese Vali; Laura Clarke 
- NKCES


Cc: Starkey, Sylvia - Division of Learning Service (sylvia.starkey@education.ky.gov)
Subject: FW: Public comment sought on proposed alternate assessment waiver
Date: Tuesday, October 20, 2020 12:30:51 PM
Attachments: image001.png


Good Afternoon Consultants, 


Below, please find information on the Kentucky Department of Education’s proposed waiver request 
regarding alternate assessments. Please note the deadline for submitting public comments is 
November 3, 2020. 


Please share as appropriate. 


Tania M. Sharp
Exceptional Children Consultant
Individual Programming Branch
Division of IDEA Monitoring & Results
Office of Special Education & Early Learning 


Kentucky Department of Education 
300 Sower Blvd., 4th Floor 
Frankfort, KY 40601
(502) 564-4970, ext. 4124 | Fax (502) 564-6470
Email: tania.sharp@education.ky.gov


In response to the COVID-19 crisis, our focus at the Kentucky Department of Education is 
three-fold – Educate, Feed and Support. We are committed to providing guidance and 
solutions that focus on educating and feeding our children and providing support to our 
districts. For more information about KDE’s response to COVID-19, visit: 
http://bit.ly/KDEcovid19. Questions? You can call (502) 892-6968 or e-mail 
covid19@education.ky.gov. #TeamKDE #TeamKentucky 


This email may contain confidential data or information and is intended solely for the use of
the individual or entity to whom it is addressed. If you are not the named addressee you
should not disseminate, distribute, or copy this e-mail, and you are requested to notify the
sender immediately. 


From: Kentucky Department of Education <KYDE@public.govdelivery.com> 
Sent: Tuesday, October 20, 2020 12:01 PM 
To: Sharp, Tania - Division of IDEA Monitoring and Results <tania.sharp@education.ky.gov> 
Subject: Public comment sought on proposed alternate assessment waiver 
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Kentucky Department of Education 


News Release 
Media Contact: Toni Konz Tatman 
Chief Communications Officer 
Office: (502) 564-2000, ext. 4602 
Cell: (502) 229-1915 
toni.tatman@education.ky.gov 
Advisory 20-324 


Oct. 20, 2020 


Public comment sought on proposed 
alternate assessment waiver 
(FRANKFORT, KY) – The Kentucky Department of Education (KDE) is seeking 
public comment on its request to the U.S. Department of Education (USED) to 
extend its waiver on the number of students tested using alternate assessments due 
to the COVID-19 crisis. 


The assessments are aligned with alternate academic achievement standards (AA-
AAAS) on the annual statewide Kentucky Performance Rating for Educational 
Progress (K-PREP) test. 


Public comment will be taken Oct. 20, 2020, through Nov. 3, 2020. 


The Elementary and Secondary Education Act of 1965 (ESEA) - as amended by the 
Every Student Succeeds Act (ESSA), Section 1111(b)(2)(D) and its corresponding 
regulation 34 CFR 200.6(c) and (d) - contains requirements for students with the 
most significant cognitive disabilities to participate in statewide testing through the 
use of AA-AAAS. 


According to federal law, no more than 1.0 percent of the total number of students 
participating in a statewide assessment such as K-PREP may take the alternate 
assessment in each subject area tested. 


In response to the pandemic, KDE applied for and was granted formal approval of 
the assessment waiver from the USED. The assessment waiver allowed Kentucky 
to bypass standardized testing and be relieved of the federal assessment, 
accountability and specific reporting requirements for the 2019-2020 school year. As 
a result of the school closures and subsequent waiver, KDE does not have 
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assessment data for the 2019-2020 school year. Therefore, KDE will rely on 
assessment data from the 2018-2019 school year in forecasting future participation 
in AA-AAAS. 


Data from the 2018-2019 school year shows that slightly more than 1.0 percent of 
Kentucky’s students participated in AA-AAAS. In accordance with 34 C.F.R. 
§200.6(c)(4), if a state anticipates it will exceed the cap with respect to any subject
for which assessments are administered in any school year, the state may request
that the U.S. secretary of education waive the cap for the relevant subject for one
year. KDE plans to submit a waiver request to USED in the areas of reading,
mathematics and science.


To receive an extended waiver, KDE must gather data on the characteristics of 
students participating in the alternate assessment to determine whether students 
who do not have significant cognitive disabilities are participating. Also, KDE must 
monitor alternate assessment data and request justification from all districts 
exceeding 1.0 percent participation in any subject. KDE will address any 
disproportionality in the percentage of students taking the alternate assessment. 


As a result of Kentucky’s waiver approval for the 2019-2020 school year, KDE, 
regional special education cooperatives and school districts have worked 
collaboratively to develop and implement guidance, training and monitoring to 
ensure only the students with the most significant cognitive disabilities are 
participating in the alternate assessment. The proposed waiver for alternate 
assessment participation that KDE will submit to USED details the progress made in 
2019-2020. 


The proposed waiver is available on KDE’s website. General information on 
Kentucky’s AA-AAAS is available on KDE’s Alternate K-Prep webpage. 


The public may send written comments on the proposed waiver to Sylvia Starkey, 
Director, Division of IDEA Monitoring and Results, Office of Special Education and 
Early Learning, Kentucky Department of Education, 300 Sower Blvd., Fourth Floor, 
Frankfort, KY 40601. Comments also may be submitted by email to 
Sylvia.Starkey@education.ky.gov,  by telephone at (502) 564-4970 or by fax at 
(502) 564-4124.


Kentucky Department of Education 
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From: Starkey, Sylvia - KDE Division Director 
To: Bates, Dionne; Becky Nixon; Christel Bogar; Combs, Brenda; Davis, Kelly - (GRREC); Grable, Patty - WKEC; 


Karsner, Ramona; stephanie.little@kedc.org; Bronger, Latricia; Brandi Bray1 
Cc: Sharp, Tania - Division of IDEA Monitoring and Results 
Subject: FW: Public comment sought on proposed alternate assessment waiver 
Date: Tuesday, October 20, 2020 12:09:54 PM 
Attachments: image002.png 


Good Afternoon, 


Below, please find information on the Kentucky Department of Education’s proposed waiver request 
regarding alternate assessments. Please note the deadline for submitting public comments is 
November 3, 2020. 


Please share as appropriate. 


Sylvia M. Starkey 
Director 
Division of IDEA Monitoring and Results 
Office of Special Education and Early Learning 


Kentucky Department of Education 
300 Sower Blvd. – 4th floor 
Frankfort, KY 40601 
(502) 564-4970, ext. 4118
Email: sylvia.starkey@education.ky.gov


In response to the COVID-19 crisis, our focus at the Kentucky Department of Education is 
three-fold – Educate, Feed and Support. We are committed to providing guidance and 
solutions that focus on educating and feeding our children and providing support to our 
districts. For more information about KDE’s response to COVID-19, visit: 
http://bit.ly/KDEcovid19. Questions? You can call (502) 892-6968 or e-mail 
covid19@education.ky.gov. #TeamKDE #TeamKentucky 


This email may contain confidential data or information and is intended solely for the use of 
the individual or entity to whom it is addressed. If you are not the named addressee you 
should not disseminate, distribute, or copy this e-mail, and you are requested to notify the 
sender immediately. 


From: Kentucky Department of Education <KYDE@public.govdelivery.com> 
Sent: Tuesday, October 20, 2020 12:01 PM 
To: Starkey, Sylvia - KDE Division Director <sylvia.starkey@education.ky.gov> 
Subject: Public comment sought on proposed alternate assessment waiver 
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Kentucky Department of Education 


News Release 
Media Contact: Toni Konz Tatman 
Chief Communications Officer 
Office: (502) 564-2000, ext. 4602 
Cell: (502) 229-1915 
toni.tatman@education.ky.gov 
Advisory 20-324 


Oct. 20, 2020 


Public comment sought on proposed 
alternate assessment waiver 
(FRANKFORT, KY) – The Kentucky Department of Education (KDE) is seeking 
public comment on its request to the U.S. Department of Education (USED) to 
extend its waiver on the number of students tested using alternate assessments due 
to the COVID-19 crisis. 


The assessments are aligned with alternate academic achievement standards (AA-
AAAS) on the annual statewide Kentucky Performance Rating for Educational 
Progress (K-PREP) test. 


Public comment will be taken Oct. 20, 2020, through Nov. 3, 2020. 


The Elementary and Secondary Education Act of 1965 (ESEA) - as amended by the 
Every Student Succeeds Act (ESSA), Section 1111(b)(2)(D) and its corresponding 
regulation 34 CFR 200.6(c) and (d) - contains requirements for students with the 
most significant cognitive disabilities to participate in statewide testing through the 
use of AA-AAAS. 


According to federal law, no more than 1.0 percent of the total number of students 
participating in a statewide assessment such as K-PREP may take the alternate 
assessment in each subject area tested. 


In response to the pandemic, KDE applied for and was granted formal approval of 
the assessment waiver from the USED. The assessment waiver allowed Kentucky 
to bypass standardized testing and be relieved of the federal assessment, 
accountability and specific reporting requirements for the 2019-2020 school year. As 
a result of the school closures and subsequent waiver, KDE does not have 
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assessment data for the 2019-2020 school year. Therefore, KDE will rely on 
assessment data from the 2018-2019 school year in forecasting future participation 
in AA-AAAS. 


Data from the 2018-2019 school year shows that slightly more than 1.0 percent of 
Kentucky’s students participated in AA-AAAS. In accordance with 34 C.F.R. 
§200.6(c)(4), if a state anticipates it will exceed the cap with respect to any subject
for which assessments are administered in any school year, the state may request
that the U.S. secretary of education waive the cap for the relevant subject for one
year. KDE plans to submit a waiver request to USED in the areas of reading,
mathematics and science.


To receive an extended waiver, KDE must gather data on the characteristics of 
students participating in the alternate assessment to determine whether students 
who do not have significant cognitive disabilities are participating. Also, KDE must 
monitor alternate assessment data and request justification from all districts 
exceeding 1.0 percent participation in any subject. KDE will address any 
disproportionality in the percentage of students taking the alternate assessment. 


As a result of Kentucky’s waiver approval for the 2019-2020 school year, KDE, 
regional special education cooperatives and school districts have worked 
collaboratively to develop and implement guidance, training and monitoring to 
ensure only the students with the most significant cognitive disabilities are 
participating in the alternate assessment. The proposed waiver for alternate 
assessment participation that KDE will submit to USED details the progress made in 
2019-2020. 


The proposed waiver is available on KDE’s website. General information on 
Kentucky’s AA-AAAS is available on KDE’s Alternate K-Prep webpage. 


The public may send written comments on the proposed waiver to Sylvia Starkey, 
Director, Division of IDEA Monitoring and Results, Office of Special Education and 
Early Learning, Kentucky Department of Education, 300 Sower Blvd., Fourth Floor, 
Frankfort, KY 40601. Comments also may be submitted by email to 
Sylvia.Starkey@education.ky.gov,  by telephone at (502) 564-4970 or by fax at 
(502) 564-4124.


Kentucky Department of Education 
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From: McCowan, Joseph - Office of Special Education and Early Learning 
To: Melissa Knight; behitz2@gmail.com; dannyhughes12@yahoo.com; Dowd, Anita (KCDHH); 


eumstead@murraystate.edu; Duenas, Jessica; leisa.hutchison@wku.edu; libbysuttles@msn.com; Sims, Ravonne 
L (DOC); triciashawn@yahoo.com; Chevalier, Kimberly A.; Rubemeyer, Julie - Southgate Principal; Mary 
Fehrenbach; Natalie Malone; Lee, Barry 


Cc: Starkey, Sylvia - KDE Division Director; Sharp, Tania - Division of IDEA Monitoring and Results 
Subject: FW: Public comment sought on proposed alternate assessment waiver 
Date: Tuesday, October 20, 2020 12:36:10 PM 
Attachments: image002.png 


Sylvia Starkey would like to share the information below related to alternate assessment for your 
reference.  Please let us know if you have any questions or need anything. I hope all is going well! 


From: Directors of Special Education in Ky Schools <KYDOSE@LSV.UKY.EDU> On Behalf Of Starkey, 
Sylvia - KDE Division Director 
Sent: Tuesday, October 20, 2020 12:05 PM 
To: KYDOSE@LSV.UKY.EDU 
Subject: FW: Public comment sought on proposed alternate assessment waiver 


CAUTION:  External Sender 


Good Afternoon, 


Below, please find information on the Kentucky Department of Education’s proposed waiver request 
regarding alternate assessments. Please note the deadline for submitting public comments is 
November 3, 2020. 


Please share as appropriate. 


Sylvia M. Starkey 
Director 
Division of IDEA Monitoring and Results 
Office of Special Education and Early Learning 


Kentucky Department of Education 
300 Sower Blvd. – 4th floor 
Frankfort, KY 40601 
(502) 564-4970, ext. 4118 
Email: sylvia.starkey@education.ky.gov 


In response to the COVID-19 crisis, our focus at the Kentucky Department of Education is 
three-fold – Educate, Feed and Support. We are committed to providing guidance and 
solutions that focus on educating and feeding our children and providing support to our 
districts. For more information about KDE’s response to COVID-19, visit: 
http://bit.ly/KDEcovid19. Questions? You can call (502) 892-6968 or e-mail 
covid19@education.ky.gov. #TeamKDE #TeamKentucky 


This email may contain confidential data or information and is intended solely for the use of 
the individual or entity to whom it is addressed. If you are not the named addressee you 
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should not disseminate, distribute, or copy this e-mail, and you are requested to notify the 
sender immediately. 


From: Kentucky Department of Education <KYDE@public.govdelivery.com> 
Sent: Tuesday, October 20, 2020 12:01 PM 
To: Starkey, Sylvia - KDE Division Director <sylvia.starkey@education.ky.gov> 
Subject: Public comment sought on proposed alternate assessment waiver 


Kentucky Department of Education 


News Release 
Media Contact: Toni Konz Tatman 
Chief Communications Officer 
Office: (502) 564-2000, ext. 4602 
Cell: (502) 229-1915 
toni.tatman@education.ky.gov 
Advisory 20-324 


Oct. 20, 2020 


Public comment sought on proposed 
alternate assessment waiver 
(FRANKFORT, KY) – The Kentucky Department of Education (KDE) is seeking 
public comment on its request to the U.S. Department of Education (USED) to 
extend its waiver on the number of students tested using alternate assessments due 
to the COVID-19 crisis. 


The assessments are aligned with alternate academic achievement standards (AA-
AAAS) on the annual statewide Kentucky Performance Rating for Educational 
Progress (K-PREP) test. 


Public comment will be taken Oct. 20, 2020, through Nov. 3, 2020. 


The Elementary and Secondary Education Act of 1965 (ESEA) - as amended by the 
Every Student Succeeds Act (ESSA), Section 1111(b)(2)(D) and its corresponding 
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regulation 34 CFR 200.6(c) and (d) - contains requirements for students with the 
most significant cognitive disabilities to participate in statewide testing through the 
use of AA-AAAS. 


According to federal law, no more than 1.0 percent of the total number of students 
participating in a statewide assessment such as K-PREP may take the alternate 
assessment in each subject area tested. 


In response to the pandemic, KDE applied for and was granted formal approval of 
the assessment waiver from the USED. The assessment waiver allowed Kentucky 
to bypass standardized testing and be relieved of the federal assessment, 
accountability and specific reporting requirements for the 2019-2020 school year. As 
a result of the school closures and subsequent waiver, KDE does not have 
assessment data for the 2019-2020 school year. Therefore, KDE will rely on 
assessment data from the 2018-2019 school year in forecasting future participation 
in AA-AAAS. 


Data from the 2018-2019 school year shows that slightly more than 1.0 percent of 
Kentucky’s students participated in AA-AAAS. In accordance with 34 C.F.R. 
§200.6(c)(4), if a state anticipates it will exceed the cap with respect to any subject 
for which assessments are administered in any school year, the state may request 
that the U.S. secretary of education waive the cap for the relevant subject for one 
year. KDE plans to submit a waiver request to USED in the areas of reading, 
mathematics and science. 


To receive an extended waiver, KDE must gather data on the characteristics of 
students participating in the alternate assessment to determine whether students 
who do not have significant cognitive disabilities are participating. Also, KDE must 
monitor alternate assessment data and request justification from all districts 
exceeding 1.0 percent participation in any subject. KDE will address any 
disproportionality in the percentage of students taking the alternate assessment. 


As a result of Kentucky’s waiver approval for the 2019-2020 school year, KDE, 
regional special education cooperatives and school districts have worked 
collaboratively to develop and implement guidance, training and monitoring to 
ensure only the students with the most significant cognitive disabilities are 
participating in the alternate assessment. The proposed waiver for alternate 
assessment participation that KDE will submit to USED details the progress made in 
2019-2020. 


The proposed waiver is available on KDE’s website. General information on 
Kentucky’s AA-AAAS is available on KDE’s Alternate K-Prep webpage. 


The public may send written comments on the proposed waiver to Sylvia Starkey, 
Director, Division of IDEA Monitoring and Results, Office of Special Education and 
Early Learning, Kentucky Department of Education, 300 Sower Blvd., Fourth Floor, 
Frankfort, KY 40601. Comments also may be submitted by email to 
Sylvia.Starkey@education.ky.gov,  by telephone at (502) 564-4970 or by fax at 
(502) 564-4124. 
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From: Sharp, Tania - Division of IDEA Monitoring and Results 
To: O"Hair, Kevin - Division of Assessment and Accountability Support; Griffiths, Jill E.; 


jill.cook@campbell.kyschools.us; Kearns, Jacqueline; Harold Kleinert (hklein@uky.edu); Hensley, Shasta -
Division of IDEA Implementation and Preschool; Jones, Jessica - Division of IDEA Monitoring and Results; 
barry.goley@logan.kyschools.us; Gentry, Sherida - WKEC; mandy.carter (Mandy.Carter@KEDC.org) 


Cc: Starkey, Sylvia - Division of Learning Service (sylvia.starkey@education.ky.gov) 
Subject: FW: Public comment sought on proposed alternate assessment waiver 
Date: Tuesday, October 20, 2020 12:32:31 PM 
Attachments: image001.png 


Good Afternoon AADAG Members, 


Below, please find information on the Kentucky Department of Education’s proposed waiver
request regarding alternate assessments. Please note the deadline for submitting public
comments is November 3, 2020. 


Please share as appropriate. 


Tania M. Sharp
Exceptional Children Consultant
Individual Programming Branch
Division of IDEA Monitoring & Results
Office of Special Education & Early Learning 


Kentucky Department of Education 
300 Sower Blvd., 4th Floor 
Frankfort, KY 40601
(502) 564-4970, ext. 4124 | Fax (502) 564-6470
Email: tania.sharp@education.ky.gov 


In response to the COVID-19 crisis, our focus at the Kentucky Department of Education is 
three-fold – Educate, Feed and Support. We are committed to providing guidance and 
solutions that focus on educating and feeding our children and providing support to our 
districts. For more information about KDE’s response to COVID-19, visit: 
http://bit.ly/KDEcovid19. Questions? You can call (502) 892-6968 or e-mail 
covid19@education.ky.gov. #TeamKDE #TeamKentucky 


This email may contain confidential data or information and is intended solely for the use of
the individual or entity to whom it is addressed. If you are not the named addressee you
should not disseminate, distribute, or copy this e-mail, and you are requested to notify the
sender immediately. 


From: Kentucky Department of Education <KYDE@public.govdelivery.com> 
Sent: Tuesday, October 20, 2020 12:01 PM 
To: Sharp, Tania - Division of IDEA Monitoring and Results <tania.sharp@education.ky.gov> 
Subject: Public comment sought on proposed alternate assessment waiver 
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Kentucky Department of Education 


News Release 
Media Contact: Toni Konz Tatman 
Chief Communications Officer 
Office: (502) 564-2000, ext. 4602 
Cell: (502) 229-1915 
toni.tatman@education.ky.gov 
Advisory 20-324 


Oct. 20, 2020 


Public comment sought on proposed 
alternate assessment waiver 
(FRANKFORT, KY) – The Kentucky Department of Education (KDE) is seeking 
public comment on its request to the U.S. Department of Education (USED) to 
extend its waiver on the number of students tested using alternate assessments due 
to the COVID-19 crisis. 


The assessments are aligned with alternate academic achievement standards (AA-
AAAS) on the annual statewide Kentucky Performance Rating for Educational 
Progress (K-PREP) test. 


Public comment will be taken Oct. 20, 2020, through Nov. 3, 2020. 


The Elementary and Secondary Education Act of 1965 (ESEA) - as amended by the 
Every Student Succeeds Act (ESSA), Section 1111(b)(2)(D) and its corresponding 
regulation 34 CFR 200.6(c) and (d) - contains requirements for students with the 
most significant cognitive disabilities to participate in statewide testing through the 
use of AA-AAAS. 


According to federal law, no more than 1.0 percent of the total number of students 
participating in a statewide assessment such as K-PREP may take the alternate 
assessment in each subject area tested. 


In response to the pandemic, KDE applied for and was granted formal approval of 
the assessment waiver from the USED. The assessment waiver allowed Kentucky 
to bypass standardized testing and be relieved of the federal assessment, 
accountability and specific reporting requirements for the 2019-2020 school year. As 
a result of the school closures and subsequent waiver, KDE does not have 



mailto:toni.tatman@education.ky.gov

https://lnks.gd/l/eyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJidWxsZXRpbl9saW5rX2lkIjoxMDAsInVyaSI6ImJwMjpjbGljayIsImJ1bGxldGluX2lkIjoiMjAyMDEwMjAuMjkwNDkyNjEiLCJ1cmwiOiJodHRwczovL29lc2UuZWQuZ292L2ZpbGVzLzIwMjAvMDQvS1ktQ292aWQxOS1XYWl2ZXJSZXNwb25zZS5wZGYifQ._LkqAHXZHq-xf98ZZ0UeK77oLSWxLa_aTfgScuJFOfw/s/947322834/br/87136156939-l

https://lnks.gd/l/eyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJidWxsZXRpbl9saW5rX2lkIjoxMDAsInVyaSI6ImJwMjpjbGljayIsImJ1bGxldGluX2lkIjoiMjAyMDEwMjAuMjkwNDkyNjEiLCJ1cmwiOiJodHRwczovL29lc2UuZWQuZ292L2ZpbGVzLzIwMjAvMDQvS1ktQ292aWQxOS1XYWl2ZXJSZXNwb25zZS5wZGYifQ._LkqAHXZHq-xf98ZZ0UeK77oLSWxLa_aTfgScuJFOfw/s/947322834/br/87136156939-l





           
          


 


             
         
              


            
              
              


  


            
         


           
         
          


         


            
        


         
          


         
            


          
        


            
           


          
          


         


 


   


assessment data for the 2019-2020 school year. Therefore, KDE will rely on 
assessment data from the 2018-2019 school year in forecasting future participation 
in AA-AAAS. 


Data from the 2018-2019 school year shows that slightly more than 1.0 percent of 
Kentucky’s students participated in AA-AAAS. In accordance with 34 C.F.R. 
§200.6(c)(4), if a state anticipates it will exceed the cap with respect to any subject 
for which assessments are administered in any school year, the state may request 
that the U.S. secretary of education waive the cap for the relevant subject for one 
year. KDE plans to submit a waiver request to USED in the areas of reading, 
mathematics and science. 


To receive an extended waiver, KDE must gather data on the characteristics of 
students participating in the alternate assessment to determine whether students 
who do not have significant cognitive disabilities are participating. Also, KDE must 
monitor alternate assessment data and request justification from all districts 
exceeding 1.0 percent participation in any subject. KDE will address any 
disproportionality in the percentage of students taking the alternate assessment. 


As a result of Kentucky’s waiver approval for the 2019-2020 school year, KDE, 
regional special education cooperatives and school districts have worked 
collaboratively to develop and implement guidance, training and monitoring to 
ensure only the students with the most significant cognitive disabilities are 
participating in the alternate assessment. The proposed waiver for alternate 
assessment participation that KDE will submit to USED details the progress made in 
2019-2020. 


The proposed waiver is available on KDE’s website. General information on 
Kentucky’s AA-AAAS is available on KDE’s Alternate K-Prep webpage. 


The public may send written comments on the proposed waiver to Sylvia Starkey, 
Director, Division of IDEA Monitoring and Results, Office of Special Education and 
Early Learning, Kentucky Department of Education, 300 Sower Blvd., Fourth Floor, 
Frankfort, KY 40601. Comments also may be submitted by email to 
Sylvia.Starkey@education.ky.gov,  by telephone at (502) 564-4970 or by fax at 
(502) 564-4124. 
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From: Starkey, Sylvia - KDE Division Director 
To: kjone@uky.edu; Kearns, Jacqueline; Abell, Michael; White, Jeff (BHDID/Frankfort) 
Cc: Sharp, Tania - Division of IDEA Monitoring and Results 
Subject: FW: Public comment sought on proposed alternate assessment waiver 
Date: Tuesday, October 20, 2020 12:18:16 PM 
Attachments: image003.png 


Good Afternoon, 


Below, please find information on the Kentucky Department of Education’s proposed waiver request 
regarding alternate assessments. Please note the deadline for submitting public comments is 
November 3, 2020. 


Please share as appropriate. 


Sylvia M. Starkey 
Director 
Division of IDEA Monitoring and Results 
Office of Special Education and Early Learning 


Kentucky Department of Education 
300 Sower Blvd. – 4th floor 
Frankfort, KY 40601 
(502) 564-4970, ext. 4118 
Email: sylvia.starkey@education.ky.gov 


In response to the COVID-19 crisis, our focus at the Kentucky Department of Education is 
three-fold – Educate, Feed and Support. We are committed to providing guidance and 
solutions that focus on educating and feeding our children and providing support to our 
districts. For more information about KDE’s response to COVID-19, visit: 
http://bit.ly/KDEcovid19. Questions? You can call (502) 892-6968 or e-mail 
covid19@education.ky.gov. #TeamKDE #TeamKentucky 


This email may contain confidential data or information and is intended solely for the use of 
the individual or entity to whom it is addressed. If you are not the named addressee you 
should not disseminate, distribute, or copy this e-mail, and you are requested to notify the 
sender immediately. 


From: Kentucky Department of Education <KYDE@public.govdelivery.com> 
Sent: Tuesday, October 20, 2020 12:01 PM 
To: Starkey, Sylvia - KDE Division Director <sylvia.starkey@education.ky.gov> 
Subject: Public comment sought on proposed alternate assessment waiver 
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Kentucky Department of Education 


News Release 
Media Contact: Toni Konz Tatman 
Chief Communications Officer 
Office: (502) 564-2000, ext. 4602 
Cell: (502) 229-1915 
toni.tatman@education.ky.gov 
Advisory 20-324 


Oct. 20, 2020 


Public comment sought on proposed 
alternate assessment waiver 
(FRANKFORT, KY) – The Kentucky Department of Education (KDE) is seeking 
public comment on its request to the U.S. Department of Education (USED) to 
extend its waiver on the number of students tested using alternate assessments due 
to the COVID-19 crisis. 


The assessments are aligned with alternate academic achievement standards (AA-
AAAS) on the annual statewide Kentucky Performance Rating for Educational 
Progress (K-PREP) test. 


Public comment will be taken Oct. 20, 2020, through Nov. 3, 2020. 


The Elementary and Secondary Education Act of 1965 (ESEA) - as amended by the 
Every Student Succeeds Act (ESSA), Section 1111(b)(2)(D) and its corresponding 
regulation 34 CFR 200.6(c) and (d) - contains requirements for students with the 
most significant cognitive disabilities to participate in statewide testing through the 
use of AA-AAAS. 


According to federal law, no more than 1.0 percent of the total number of students 
participating in a statewide assessment such as K-PREP may take the alternate 
assessment in each subject area tested. 


In response to the pandemic, KDE applied for and was granted formal approval of 
the assessment waiver from the USED. The assessment waiver allowed Kentucky 
to bypass standardized testing and be relieved of the federal assessment, 
accountability and specific reporting requirements for the 2019-2020 school year. As 
a result of the school closures and subsequent waiver, KDE does not have 
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assessment data for the 2019-2020 school year. Therefore, KDE will rely on 
assessment data from the 2018-2019 school year in forecasting future participation 
in AA-AAAS. 


Data from the 2018-2019 school year shows that slightly more than 1.0 percent of 
Kentucky’s students participated in AA-AAAS. In accordance with 34 C.F.R. 
§200.6(c)(4), if a state anticipates it will exceed the cap with respect to any subject 
for which assessments are administered in any school year, the state may request 
that the U.S. secretary of education waive the cap for the relevant subject for one 
year. KDE plans to submit a waiver request to USED in the areas of reading, 
mathematics and science. 


To receive an extended waiver, KDE must gather data on the characteristics of 
students participating in the alternate assessment to determine whether students 
who do not have significant cognitive disabilities are participating. Also, KDE must 
monitor alternate assessment data and request justification from all districts 
exceeding 1.0 percent participation in any subject. KDE will address any 
disproportionality in the percentage of students taking the alternate assessment. 


As a result of Kentucky’s waiver approval for the 2019-2020 school year, KDE, 
regional special education cooperatives and school districts have worked 
collaboratively to develop and implement guidance, training and monitoring to 
ensure only the students with the most significant cognitive disabilities are 
participating in the alternate assessment. The proposed waiver for alternate 
assessment participation that KDE will submit to USED details the progress made in 
2019-2020. 


The proposed waiver is available on KDE’s website. General information on 
Kentucky’s AA-AAAS is available on KDE’s Alternate K-Prep webpage. 


The public may send written comments on the proposed waiver to Sylvia Starkey, 
Director, Division of IDEA Monitoring and Results, Office of Special Education and 
Early Learning, Kentucky Department of Education, 300 Sower Blvd., Fourth Floor, 
Frankfort, KY 40601. Comments also may be submitted by email to 
Sylvia.Starkey@education.ky.gov,  by telephone at (502) 564-4970 or by fax at 
(502) 564-4124. 


Kentucky Department of Education 


Subscriber Preferences | Unsubscribe | Help 
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From: Morrison, Brooke 
To: Starkey, Sylvia - KDE Division Director 
Subject: Waiver for AA 
Date: Tuesday, October 20, 2020 12:29:21 PM 


To Whom It May Concern, 


I am a Moderate Severe Disabilities' teacher in Muhlenberg County. I am asking that the KDE 
please ask for an extension for the waiver for the 20-21 school year. Not only are we battling 
the COVID-19 crisis and all that entails, but we have new standards that have never been 
taught. Teachers are learning the new content, trying to teach against insurmountable odds, 
and trying to assess/instruct our students against those odds WITH NEW CONTENT 
STANDARDS. Some of my students are struggling with the basics of being able to log onto the 
computer and check in every morning/day. I cannot imagine trying to retain new content 
knowledge in this environment. I love my students and in many cases am the only advocate 
they have. It is in their best interest that I am writing this email.  Thank you for your time. 


Brooke Morrison 
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From: McGranahan, Cassidy L. 
To: Starkey, Sylvia - KDE Division Director 
Subject: Alternate Assessment Waiver 
Date: Tuesday, October 20, 2020 12:39:54 PM 


I fully support the waiver. I teach high school students in the MSD setting. Many of our 
students are on the virtual track due to health issues of their own or health issues of family 
members. Asking them to come into the school building to take a test that may put them or 
their families at risk is irresponsible. I feel like until we get everyone back in school again, 
testing right now is just not feasible. Thank you for listening to everyone’s input on the 
matter. 


Get Outlook for iOS 
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From: Morrison, Connie 
To: Starkey, Sylvia - KDE Division Director 
Subject: AA Waiver 
Date: Monday, November 2, 2020 12:43:15 PM 


Please seek the waiver. Not only has instructional time been substantially decreased so far 
during this school year due to NTI at the beginning of the school year, we do not know what 
the continued impact will be into 2021. Changes made to the AA that were implemented this 
year adds considerable hurdles to the AA process. 


Connie Morrison Ph.D 


East Oldham Middle School 
Special Education 
1201 East HWY 22 
Crestwood, KY 40014 
502-222-8480 
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From: Bewley, Heather 
To: Starkey, Sylvia - KDE Division Director 
Subject: Alternate Assessment Proposed Waiver 
Date: Tuesday, October 20, 2020 12:36:05 PM


 It is my belief that the Alternate Assessment should be waived again this year due to the 
COVID pandemic.  My district has only been in person for 2 weeks, and it's the middle of 
October!  The alternate assessment standards are so difficult for our students to grasp, they 
require a lot of intensive direct instruction for the students to have a clear understanding.  We 
have not had the necessary time to reach that clear understanding this year.  If the students 
were given the assessment this year, it would cause them all undue stress due to not being 
fully prepared on the content due to lack of in person time.  We have had a very limited 
amount of time in class this year, and the majority of that time has been spent on social 
emotional well being checks and learning because the students are going through such a 
difficult time right now.  Thank you all so much for putting our students first, and taking into 
consideration their abilities during this pandemic.  If you would like to further discuss this, 
please feel free to call me 270-766-8962 


Heather Bewley 
Special Education Teacher 
LaRue County Middle School 
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From: Hughes, Fallon 
To: Starkey, Sylvia - KDE Division Director 
Subject: Alternate Assessment 
Date: Monday, October 26, 2020 10:18:26 AM 


Good morning! 


I am a special ed teacher in Oldham County and would like to share my thoughts on alternate 
assessment testing this year. I believe alternate assessment is a great thing and exposes my 
students to lots of grade level standards at their level of learning. However, with this year 
being as crazy as it has been, I have really struggled with alternate assessment. I have a few 
students who are learning virtually so exposing them to this content can be very difficult at 
times due to the time frame we work together. We primarily have to focus on IEP goals and 
also take into consideration their ability to work and learn through a computer which can be 
very challenging at times. I also have a few students this year (4) who are up for consideration 
of being put on alternate assessment. I believe it is best for them but have had to focus on 
learning the " new rules and regulations at school" and have been putting safety and health 
first. 


I would love to request an extension for alternate assessment and postpone testing until next 
school year. I think it would be in all our students' best interest. 


Thank you so much for taking time to read and consider my thoughts as an educator. I hope 
you have a fantastic day! 


Fallon Hughes 
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Jefferson County Public Schools 
Administrative Offices 


VanHoose Education Center 
P.O. Box 34020 
Louisville, Kentucky 40232-4020 
(502) 485-3011 


 
October 26, 2020 


 
 


Dr. Jason Glass, Commissioner 
c/o Sylvia Starkey 
Kentucky Department of Education 
300 Sower Blvd., Fourth Floor 
Frankfort, KY 40206 


 
Commissioner Glass c/o Sylvia Starkey: 


 
I write today to express my support for the waiver extension the Kentucky Department of Education 
plans to submit for approval regarding the 1.0 percent cap on students participating in alternative 
assessments for the 2020-2021 school year. 


 
States do not have sufficient testing data for 2019-2020 to estimate future participant percentages. 
Due to the COVID-19 virus, state assessments as required through ESEA and ESSA were waived by the 
U.S. Education Department, and therefore were not conducted. The Kentucky Department of 
Education will therefore have to compile this estimate based on 2018-2019 school year numbers. 


 
Those numbers show that a waiver to exceed the 1.0 percent cap are needed in the areas of reading, 
mathematics, and science. While we recognize that ESEA and ESSA require that only students with 
the most significant cognitive impairments participate in alternative assessments through the use of 
the alternate assessment aligned to alternate academic achievement standards (AA-AAAS), we 
anticipate the number of students fitting that definition may increase. 


 
In short, I applaud the efforts of the Kentucky Department of Education in their intention to file a 
request for this this waiver from the U. S. Department of Education. Please feel encouraged to 
include this communication in the public record. 


 
Sincerely, 


 
 


Martin A. Pollio, Ed.D. 
Superintendent 


MP/ap 


 
www.jefferson.kyschools.us 


Equal Opportunity/Affirmative Action Employer Offering Equal Educational Opportunities 
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From: Piper, Abby E. 
To: Starkey, Sylvia - KDE Division Director 
Cc: Chevalier, Kimberly A.; Dennes, Amy P 
Subject: Public Comment Re: Alternative Assessments Waiver 
Date: Tuesday, October 27, 2020 3:23:31 PM 
Attachments: image001.png 


Alternative Assessments Waiver Public Comment October 2020.pdf 


Sylvia, 


See the attached public comment submitted regarding the alternative assessments waiver. Please 
feel free to reach out to us if you have any clarifying questions. 


Best, 


Abby Piper 
Executive Administrator, Government/Community Relations 
Jefferson County Public Schools 
O: 502.485.6501 
M: 859.583.0873 
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VanHoose Education Center 
P.O. Box 34020 
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Dr. Jason Glass, Commissioner 
c/o Sylvia Starkey 
Kentucky Department of Education 
300 Sower Blvd., Fourth Floor 
Frankfort, KY 40206 



 
Commissioner Glass c/o Sylvia Starkey: 



 
I write today to express my support for the waiver extension the Kentucky Department of Education 
plans to submit for approval regarding the 1.0 percent cap on students participating in alternative 
assessments for the 2020-2021 school year. 



 
States do not have sufficient testing data for 2019-2020 to estimate future participant percentages. 
Due to the COVID-19 virus, state assessments as required through ESEA and ESSA were waived by the 
U.S. Education Department, and therefore were not conducted. The Kentucky Department of 
Education will therefore have to compile this estimate based on 2018-2019 school year numbers. 



 
Those numbers show that a waiver to exceed the 1.0 percent cap are needed in the areas of reading, 
mathematics, and science. While we recognize that ESEA and ESSA require that only students with 
the most significant cognitive impairments participate in alternative assessments through the use of 
the alternate assessment aligned to alternate academic achievement standards (AA-AAAS), we 
anticipate the number of students fitting that definition may increase. 



 
In short, I applaud the efforts of the Kentucky Department of Education in their intention to file a 
request for this this waiver from the U. S. Department of Education. Please feel encouraged to 
include this communication in the public record. 



 
Sincerely, 



 
 



Martin A. Pollio, Ed.D. 
Superintendent 



MP/ap 
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From: Byron, Jessica NBCT 
To: Starkey, Sylvia - KDE Division Director 
Date: Monday, November 2, 2020 2:48:16 PM 


Mrs. Starkey, 


I am a highly structured teacher at Buckner Elementary in Oldham County. I want to voice my 
opinion regarding Alternate Assessment in extending the 1% wavier due to inconsistencies 
following COVID 19.  I also believe that Alternate Assessment should be waivered for the 
2020-2021 school year due to the that fact that a large majority of highly structured students 
are currently attending VLA. Thank you for your time and consideration. 


Jessica Byron 
Buckner Elementary 
ECS Teacher 
jessica.byron@oldham.kyschools.us 
502-222-3712 Ext 104 



mailto:jessica.byron@oldham.kyschools.us

mailto:sylvia.starkey@education.ky.gov

mailto:jessica.byron@oldham.kyschools.us










 


 
 


 
 


 
 


 


 


 
 


 


-- 


From: Melanie Triplett 
To: Starkey, Sylvia - KDE Division Director 
Subject: AA 
Date: Wednesday, October 21, 2020 9:45:36 AM 


Sylvia,  I am writing in support of obtaining the waiver regarding the 1% of students placed on 
the Alternate Assessment for state assessments. 
Our school district is a medium school district.  Our community offers more affordable 
housing for families than surrounding communities.  In addition, our schools have a strong 
reputation for the services and supports we provide our students.  We have a diverse 
population in our school district including increasing numbers of students with special needs. 
We welcome these children and their families.  As a result however, we have larger than 
expected numbers of students with severe special needs.  We all participate in the online 
training modules provided by KDE.  We stringently follow the guidelines for placement of 
students on the Alternate Assessment program. Each year we re-evaluate that placement in 
hopes of moving students to the regular diploma track.  As a general rule, we do tend to go 
over the 1% but it is not for lack of trying. Being a medium size district with many students of 
special needs our numbers tend to be a larger percentage of Alternate Assessment 
participation.  I think it is vital to look at more than just the numbers in this consideration of 
the percent of students on Alternate Assessment.  You have to look at the population, overall 
district numbers and other data.  I think the waiver is of benefit to district's such as ours. 


Melanie Triplett 
Instructional Coach 
Erlanger-Elsmere School District 
342-2427 ext 159 


This email originated from an Erlanger-Elsmere Schools Google account. 
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From: Riggs, Melissa 
To: Starkey, Sylvia - KDE Division Director 
Subject: Alt assessment waiver 
Date: Monday, November 2, 2020 2:41:01 PM 


Hello Ms. Starkey,
 I am a highly structured teacher at Buckner elementary in Oldham county.  I want to voice 


my opinion regarding extending the 1% waiver due to the inconsistencies following Covid 19. 
I also want to state that I believe the alternate assessment should be waived for the 2020-
2021 school year due to the fact that most highly structured students are learning virtually. 
To assess them in the alternate assessment is totally unfair to the student.  Thank you for your 
consideration. 
Melissa Riggs 



mailto:melissa.riggs@oldham.kyschools.us

mailto:sylvia.starkey@education.ky.gov






 


From: Britton, Nicole L 
To: Starkey, Sylvia - KDE Division Director 
Subject: Alternative Assessment 
Date: Wednesday, October 21, 2020 1:50:37 PM 


I hope this finds you well during this crazy times. I want to comment on the Alternative Assessment. My district is 
well known for our passion in supporting students with the most severe disabilities. We accept out of district 
children and have a tried and true track record of success.  However, while the 1% cap rule is well intentioned, it 
results in our district being negatively impacted. It is not fair that we are punished for going above and beyond to 
serve ALL members of our community. 


Nicole Britton, EdS 
Sent from my iPhone 



mailto:nicole.britton@bardstown.kyschools.us

mailto:sylvia.starkey@education.ky.gov
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RESPONSE TO PUBLIC COMMENTS 


RELATING TO WAIVER REQUEST PURSUANT TO 34 C.F.R. §200.6(c)(4) 


Kentucky Department of Education 


I. Pursuant to 34 C.F.R. §200.6(c)(4), the Kentucky Department of Education (“KDE”) will seek 
to extend a waiver for the 2020-2021 school year from the Secretary for the United States 
Department of Education. The regulation in question, found at 34 C.F.R. 200.6(c)(2), required 
State Education Agencies such as the KDE to limit the total number of students assessed in a 
subject area using an alternate assessment. The limit on the percentage of students assessed by 
the alternate assessment is set by the federal regulation, stating there shall be no more than 
1.0% of the total number of students taking the alternate assessment assessed in each subject 
area. 


Ten written comments on the proposed request for a waiver pursuant to 34 C.F.R. §200.6(c)(4) 
were received during the public comment period held October 20, 2020 through November 3, 
2020. 


II. The following individuals submitted written comments: 


Name and Title      Agency/Organization/Entity/Other 


Heather Bewley, Special Education Teacher  LaRue County School District 
Nicole Britton, No Title Provided   Bardstown Independent School District 
Jessica Byron, Highly Structured Teacher  Oldham County School District 
Fallon Hughes, Special Education Teacher  Oldham County School District 
Cassidy McGranahan, Teacher    Boyd County School District 
Brooke Morrison, Moderate and Severe   Muhlenberg County School District 
 Disabilities Teacher 
Connie Morrison, Special Education Teacher  Oldham County School District 
Martin A. Pollio, Superintendent   Jefferson County Public Schools 
Melissa Riggs, Highly Structured Teacher  Oldham County School District 
Melanie Triplett, Instructional Coach   Erlanger-Elsmere School District 


Summary of Comments and Responses: 


1) Subject Matter: Full Waiver of Alternate Assessment Due to New Content Standards 


Comment: Three commenters expressed support for a waiver of the alternate assessment due 
to new content standards introduced during the coronavirus (COVID-19) pandemic. The 
commenters stated they are teaching new content standards. The commenters explained 
students struggle to log on for assignments and believed retention of new content will be 
difficult. (Heather Bewley, LaRue County; Brooke Morrison, Muhlenburg County; Cassidy 
McGranahan, Boyd County) 
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Response: The agency appreciates the comments from the educator’s perspective and 
acknowledges impact of COVID-19 has had on changes to instruction due to the release of new 
content standards. However, the agency is not able to request a full waiver of state assessments, 
including the alternate assessment. The United States Department of Education has not waived 
assessment requirements under section 1111(b)(2) of the Every Student Succeeds Act (ESSA) 
for the 2020-2021 school year. No amendments to the proposed waiver request were made in 
response to these comments. 


2) Subject Matter: Full Waiver of Alternate Assessment Due to COVID-19 


Comment: Five commenters stated instructional time has been decreased due to COVID-19 
for students who have chosen to participate in instruction virtually. The commenters expressed 
concern that the impact of COVID-19 continues and has not been identified yet. One 
commenter stated bringing students into the school building who may have health issues would 
put families at risk. (Heather Bewley, LaRue County; Jessica Byron, Oldham County; Fallon 
Hughes, Oldham County; Connie Morrison, Oldham County School District; Cassidy 
McGranahan, Boyd County School District; Melissa Riggs, Oldham County) 


Response: The agency appreciates the comments and acknowledges the impact COVID-19 has 
had on the administration of the alternate assessment. However, the agency is not able to 
request a full waiver of state assessments, including the alternate assessment. The United States 
Department of Education has not waived assessment requirements under section 1111(b)(2) of 
the ESSA for the 2020-2021 school year. No amendments to the proposed waiver request were 
made in response to this comment. 


3) Subject Matter: Population of students participating 


Comment: Two commenters stated their communities have more available resources, such as 
affordable housing and a strong reputation for services and supports, than surrounding 
communities. The commenters expressed support for districts whose populations were more 
likely to have many students with severe cognitive disabilities enrolled. (Nicole Britton, 
Bardstown Independent; Melanie Triplett, Erlanger-Elsmere Independent) 


Response: The 1.0% cap of students participating in the alternate assessment applies to the state 
as a whole and is not a requirement of individual school districts. The agency recognizes there 
may be legitimate reasons for a district to have more than 1.0% of its student body participating 
in alternate assessment. The agency also understands there is not a natural cap on the number of 
children born with significant cognitive disabilities each year. No amendments to the proposed 
waiver request were made in response to this comment. 


4) Subject Matter: Support of Waiver Due to Insufficient Testing Data from 2019-2020 


Comment:  One commenter expressed support for the wavier. The commenter stated there was 
not sufficient testing data from the 2019-2020 because testing was waived due to COVID-19. 
The commenter indicated the district recognizes the requirements of alternate assessment 
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participation, but they do anticipate the number of students with significant cognitive 
disabilities may increase. The commenter stated the data used to project participation was 
supportive of an extension to the 1.0% waiver in reading, math and science. 


Response:  The agency appreciates the comment from the superintendent’s perspective and the 
support from the district. The proposed waiver was sought due to projected data calculated by 
use of an estimation. This estimated data was derived from alternate assessment eligibility 
based upon student IEPs at the end of the school year 2019-2020 and the beginning of the 
school year 2020-2021. No amendments to the proposed waiver request were made in response 
to this comment. (Martin A. Pollio, Jefferson County) 


 


Summary of Action Taken by the 
Kentucky Department of Education 


The Kentucky Department of Education received and responded to a total of 10 public 
comment(s) regarding the proposed 1.0% cap waiver request. As indicated above, the agency 
reviewed all feedback it received and found that no changes were needed to its proposed waiver 
request to the United States Department of Education. 
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Categories for Risk Ratio Calculation


Subjects


● Reading (Elementary/Middle)
● Math (Elementary/Middle)
● Writing 


(Elementary/Middle/High)
● Science (Elementary/Middle)
● Social Studies 


(Elementary/Middle)
● English II (High)
● Algebra II (High)
● US History (High)


Student Groups


 Race


 Gender


 Free/Reduced Lunch Eligible


 English Learners


 Migrant


 Homeless







Calculation – Risk Ratio


The risk for all students NOT in that student group to 
participate in alternate assessment


The risk for a specific student group to participate 
in alternate assessment


Compared To


A risk ratio is the comparison of two different risks:







Example
 White students taking alternate assessment: 2
 All white students assessed in the district: 250
 Non-white students taking alternate assessment: 4
 Non-white students assessed in the district: 2000


 Risk of white students taking alt. assessment: 2/250 = 0.008 
= 0.8%


 Risk of non- white students taking alt. assessment: 4/2000 = 
0.002 = 0.2%


 Risk ratio = 0.8/0.2 = 4.00


 White students are 4.00 times more likely than non-white 
students to take the alternate assessment





		Categories for Risk Ratio Calculation

		Calculation – Risk Ratio

		Example










Coordinated Early 
Intervening Services (CEIS) 
and Comprehensive 
Coordinated Early 
Intervening Services 
(CCEIS)


Winter Webinar
February 14, 2020







CCEIS Winter Webinar


 Introductions


 CCEIS Overview


 CCEIS Blueprint and Findings So Far


 CCEIS Regulation Review


 Who May Receive Services Under CCEIS


 Implications for Special Education/Exceptional Child Services


 Supplement vs. Supplant


 Submit Questions


● We will review and answer at the end of the presentation


3



https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSeUVF-gQTO2q9AYt1LSYtqbclljRjxLQPNMtjZf6ugBDxz5Cg/viewform?usp=sf_link





CCEIS Contact Information


 Jarrod S. Slone
● On-site assistance available
● Jarrod.slone@education.ky.gov
● 502-892-6611
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CEIS vs Comprehensive CEIS (CCEIS)


CEIS (34 CFR 300.226)


 LEAs not identified with significant 
disproportionality under state criteria


 LEAs may set aside up to 15% of IDEA funds for 
CEIS


 Children without disabilities/IEPs in K-12, with a 
particular emphasis on K-3.


 Must track and report students who receive the 
services


 Allowed activities:


● Professional development


● Educational interventions and behavioral 
interventions, evaluations, services, and 
supports.


Comprehensive CEIS (CCEIS-34 
CFR 300.646)
 LEAs identified with significant 


disproportionality in identification, 
placement, and/or discipline


 LEAs must set-aside exactly 15% of IDEA 
funds


 Children ages 3 and up through grade 12


 Children with or without IEPs but not 
exclusively children with disabilities


 Must track and report students who receive 
services







CCEIS/CEIS Districts 19-20


CCEIS (Mandatory) Districts-13
 Bell County


 Breathitt County


 Clay County


 Elizabethtown Ind.


 Floyd County


 Harlan Ind.


 JCPS


 Knott County


 Middlesboro Ind.


 Oldham County


 Shelby County


 Southgate Ind.


 Wolfe Co.
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CEIS (Voluntary) District
 Warren County
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CCEIS 2019-20 by Total Subcategories







CCEIS Blueprint


 So far…
● Contacted all districts to update contacts
● Reviewed district submissions to date
Root Cause Analysis-Three districts have not yet 


submitted
CCEIS 30 60 90 and Beyond Plans-Three districts 


have not yet submitted
Students flagged in IC for CCEIS-11 districts have 


not flagged nor created the flag in IC
8







CCEIS Blueprint


 So far…
● Reviewed 2019-20 CDIP Budget 


Submissions/CCEIS Set Aside Budgets
Five districts have budget set-asides (337FC) for 


2019-20*
If you have not created your set-aside budgets for 


2019-20, please do so ASAP
Report of all Q1 and Q2 CCEIS expenditures due on 


Feb. 28th
9







CCEIS Blueprint


 So far…
● See your individual district review documents 


for a list of what items need to be submitted 
and/or completed


● Compliance items up to date and submitted to 
Jarrod Slone (jarrod.slone@education.ky.gov) by 
the deadline of Friday, Feb. 28th
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CCEIS Regulations


 As part of implementing Comprehensive CEIS(CCEIS), an 
LEA must identify and address the factors contributing to 
the significant disproportionality. (81 FR 243, pg. 92378)


 § 300.646(d)(1)(iii), requires an LEA, in implementing 
comprehensive CEIS, to address any policy, practice, or 
procedure it identifies as contributing to significant 
disproportionality, including any policy, practice or 
procedure that results in a failure to identify, or the 
inappropriate identification of, a racial or ethnic group 
(or groups). (81 FR 243, pg. 92378)
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CCEIS Regulations


 The LEA has discretion as to how to address the policy, 
practice, or procedure, including by eliminating, revising 
or changing how it is implemented, as long as it does so 
in a manner consistent with the requirements of the 
IDEA and its implementing regulations. (See 34 C.F.R. 
§300.646(d)(1)(iii).) 


 This change in policy, practice or procedure must be 
shared publicly.
● District website


● Board Meeting (record in minutes published)


● Media Release 12







CCEIS Regulations


CCEIS programming covers a broad range of activities that include:
 Professional development, and 


 Educational and behavioral evaluations, services, and supports,
 E.g. functional behavioral assessments, behavioral interventions plans, and positive behavioral 


interventions and supports.


 Addressing factors leading to disproportionality


 Examples:


 Lack of access to quality instruction; 


 Economic, cultural, or linguistic barriers to appropriate identification or 
placement; 


 Lack of access to screenings.
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Who may receive services under 
CEIS/CCEIS?
 Children from age 3 through grade 12, 


regardless of whether they are children with 
disabilities,


 Be a part of the population identified as 
potentially “at risk” in the district’s Risk 
Analysis


14







Who may receive services under 
CEIS/CCEIS?
 The LEA may distribute the IDEA Part B funds reserved for CCEIS 


to its schools to carry out comprehensive CEIS, and the LEA 
retains discretion about how to allocate those funds within the 
LEA. As such, if an LEA determines that it is best able to address 
the factors contributing to the identified significant 
disproportionality by providing a portion of its reserved funds to a 
particular subset of schools identified during the risk analysis 
process for CCEIS, it is permitted to do so. 


 In contrast, a district that voluntarily CEIS may serve children 
without disabilities in grades K-12 with an emphasis on K-3.
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Implications for ECE 
 If comprehensive CEIS funds are used to provide services that 


address factors contributing to the significant disproportionality 
identified, then the fact that those services are also identified in 
some children’s IEPs does not make the services impermissible or 
the expenditures improper. However, we generally would not 
expect that using comprehensive CEIS funds for the purpose of 
providing services already identified on a child’s IEP would 
address factors contributing to the significant disproportionality 
identified by the State. 


 An LEA may use comprehensive CEIS funds for functional 
behavioral assessments and behavioral intervention plans, but 
only to the extent that it is doing so to address the factors 
identified by the LEA as contributing to the significant 
disproportionality. 
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Implications for ECE 
 If comprehensive CEIS funds are used to provide services that 


address factors contributing to the significant disproportionality 
identified, then the fact that those services are also identified in 
some children’s IEPs does not make the services impermissible or 
the expenditures improper. However, we generally would not 
expect that using comprehensive CEIS funds for the purpose of 
providing services already identified on a child’s IEP would 
address factors contributing to the significant disproportionality 
identified by the State. 


 An LEA may use comprehensive CEIS funds for functional 
behavioral assessments and behavioral intervention plans, but 
only to the extent that it is doing so to address the factors 
identified by the LEA as contributing to the significant 
disproportionality. 
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What are the supplement, not supplant 
requirements for CCEIS funds?


Must be used to supplement state, local, 
and other federal funds and not to supplant 
those funds.  


 This requirement applies to all Part B funds 
including any used for CCEIS.  


18







What are the supplement, not supplant 
requirements for CCEIS funds?


19


Supplant Supplement


Replacing/Creating already required 
RtI services i.e. Child Find 
requirements, KRS requirements


Providing new and different programs 
to assist in mitigating the effects of the 
primary issues found in the Risk 
Assessment


Using CCEIS monies to replace 
programs already in place by the 
district


Increasing frequency/depth of already 
existent MTSS (RtI/PBIS) systems so 
long as it services the population 
identified in the Risk Assessment


Paying for materials already used in 
required RtI instruction


Increasing access to scientifically 
based instruction as related to the 
population identified in the Risk 
Assessment


Enhancing already existing processes 
leading to inappropriate use of 
disciplinary removals







Key Questions


 Did your CCEIS team evaluate policies and 
procedures to determine their effects or lack 
thereof on the district’s disproportionality?


 How does your programming relate directly to 
your root cause?
● How are you keeping data on your programs 


and its effectiveness?
● What are you doing with your collected data?
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Key Questions


 How do your spending and allocations directly 
relate to your root cause?
● How are you evaluating the effectiveness of your 


spending for CCEIS services?
● Are you supplementing, not supplanting other state 


and federally required programs?
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CCEIS Blueprint


 At the KDE, we will…
● Continue to monitor progress of current CCEIS 


districts;
Reviews of CCEIS program requirements,
Review financial reports and expenditures,
Complete on-site visits for technical assistance and 


compliance.


● Work with CEIS/CCEIS districts to confer on 
MOE effects for CCEIS/CEIS districts; 22







Important Upcoming Dates


 By Feb. 28th, update and submit all items for 
which the district received feedback in CCEIS 
reviews


 If your district received communication regarding 
a financial issue with your current spending, 
please work to get that submitted by the date 
given in that communication


23







Important Upcoming Dates


 Spring Statewide CCEIS Webinar
● Friday, April 10th-10:00 AM ET/9:00 AM CT


 Revised Monthly Plans due:
● Feb. 28th, March 30th, April 30th
● May 30th
Plan for continued implementation of CCEIS 


activities
 Include tentative plans for the 2020-21 year for 


any unspent CCEIS set-aside funds 24







Questions


 Submit Questions


 Jarrod S. Slone
● On-site assistance available
Jarrod.slone@education.ky.gov
502-892-6611


25
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 Alternate Assessment 
Training Modules 







 
 


  
 


 
  


Participation for Alternate 
Assessment (P4AA) Plan 
 Statewide Online Training Modules 


● Administrators track 
● Educator track 
● Annual Review Module (2020) 


 Regional Cooperative  Trainings 
● ARC  simulation  with  student  case 


scenarios 
● Professional learning  around  students  with  


significant  cognitive  disabilities 
● Differentiated  learning  and  Inclusion 2 



https://www.hdilearning.org/course-catalog/?woo_category=432





  


  
 


 
 


  
  


  


  
 


P4AA Project Module Training 
Outline 
 Statewide Online Training Modules 


● Administrators track (DoSE, School Admins) –
completed only once 
Modules 1, 2, 4, & 5 
ARC Chairpersons – Module 2 


● Educator track (Special Education Teachers, Related
Service Providers) – completed only once 
Modules 3 & 4 


 Annual Review Module (DoSE, School Admins, ARC
Chairpersons, Special Education Teachers, Related
Service Providers) – Completed Annually 


3 



Presenter

Presentation Notes

All training modules related to alternate assessment participation are provided through the University of Kentucky Human Development Institute webpage on the Learning Management System. A required certificate of completion is provided after completing the module post-quiz. Please keep the certificates for your records to be made available as needed.Once the ARC members have completed the required modules (based on the outline attached) and have obtained their certificate, they do not need to take Modules 1, 2, 3, 4, and 5 again each year. Any new DoSE, new ARC Chairpersons, new special education teachers and related service providers (who have students eligible for the alternate assessment or who will be discussing alternate assessment participation), who have not previously completed the modules, are required to complete the original modules 1-5 as outlined in the attachment.







    
   


    


 
 


 


     
    


  
 


Example 


 John - special education teacher - completed all
required modules (3 and 4) in February 2020. 


 John does not need to complete the original
modules (modules 3 and 4) annually. 


 John completed the original modules required. 
 John will need to complete the new Annual Review


Guidance for Alternate Assessment Participation
module next year. 
● The purpose of the annual module is to be an annual


refresher course on understanding and implementing
the participation guidelines each year. KDE will update 
with new information as needed. 4 



Presenter

Presentation Notes

There is no set time limit on taking and completing the modules. For example, if a new ARC Chairperson completed module 2 on June 3, 2019, they do not need to take the annual review module until next year. Districts may set up their own timeline or required date of completion. The state does not require a specific “date” of completion (there was a date the first year they were released). The module completions are used for keeping staff up to date on the information and for documenting evidence of training for the waiver requirements. 







 


  


  
  


  
 


  
   


 


  


  


  


  


  


  


  


   
 


   


Participation for Alternate Assessment (P4AA) Project 
Module Training Outline 


Administrators Track 


• Focuses on: 


• How my LEA fits into the 
bigger picture. (Modules 1 
and 5) 


• How my LEA stays 
compliant with state 
expectations. (Modules 2 and 
4) 


Educators Track 


• Focuses on: 


• How what I see and 


collect in the classroom 


informs how my student 


participates in KY 


assessments. (Module 3) 


• How what I see and 


collect in the classroom 


informs the completion of 


the LCI (Module 4) 


Annual Review for ARC 
Members Module (Updated)* 


• Refresher module focuses on: 


• How to complete the 
participation guidelines. 


• How what I see and collect 
in the classroom informs 
how my student participate 
in KY assessments. 


• How what I see and collect 
in the classroom informs the 
completion of the LCI 







 
 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 
 


 


 


 


  


 


  


 


Learning Management System: Modules Training Outline 
Module 1 Module 2 


The KY 1% Alternate 
Assessment Waiver 


• Change in Reporting 
Requirement 


• Communicating w/ 
District Staff 


Completing the 
Participation 


Guidelines 


• Defining a 
Significant Cognitive 
Disability 


• How students 
participate in KY 
Assessments 


• Accommodation vs. 
Modification 


• How to use the 
Participation 
Guidelines for 
determination 


Module 3 


Preparing for ARC -
Participation 


Guidelines 


• Defining a 
Significant Cognitive 
Disability 


• How students 
participate in KY 
Assessments 


• Accommodation vs. 
Modification 


• How to prepare to 
answer the 
Participation 
Guidelines’ 4 
Criterions 


Module 4 
Completing the 


Learner 
Characteristics 


Inventory 


• Purpose & Use 


• Guidance on 
answering each 
question 


Module 5 


Understand Your 
LEAs Alternate 


Assessment 
Population in 


Relation to the Cap 


• Data Sources that 
could be used 


• LEA comparisons 


• Red Flags to explore 







  


 
 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 
 


 


 


  


 


  


  
 


Completing the 
Learner 


Characteristics 
Inventory 


• Purpose & Use 


• Guidance on 
answering each 
question 


Learning Management System: P4AA 1% Training Modules 
Each DOSE in the state must successfully complete 


(modules in green): 
Module 1 Module 2 


The KY 1% Alternate 
Assessment Waiver 


• Change in Reporting 
Requirement 


• Communicating w/ 
District Staff 


Completing the 
Participation 


Guidelines 


• Defining a 
Significant Cognitive 
Disability 


• How students 
participate in KY 
Assessments 


• Accommodation vs. 
Modification 


• How to use the 
Participation 
Guidelines for 
determination 


Module 3 


Preparing for ARC -
Participation 


Guidelines 


• Defining a 
Significant Cognitive 
Disability 


• How students 
participate in KY 
Assessments 


• Accommodation vs. 
Modification 


• How to prepare to 
answer the 
Participation 
Guidelines’ 4 
Criterions 


Module 4 Module 5 
Understand Your 


LEAs Alternate 
Assessment 


Population in 
Relation to the Cap 


• Data Sources that 
could be used 


• LEA comparisons 


• Red Flags to explore 


*Keep Certificates of 


Completion for your 


records 







 


  


 
 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 
 


 


 


  


 


  


 


Learning Management System: P4AA 1% Training Modules 
Each ARC chair in the state must successfully complete (all modules in yellow): 


Module 1 


The KY 1% Alternate 
Assessment Waiver 


• Change in Reporting 
Requirement 


• Communicating w/ 
District Staff 


Module 2 


Completing the 
Participation 


Guidelines 


• Defining a 
Significant Cognitive 
Disability 


• How students 
participate in KY 
Assessments 


• Accommodation vs. 
Modification 


• How to use the 
Participation 
Guidelines for 
determination 


Module 3 


Preparing for ARC -
Participation 


Guidelines 


• Defining a 
Significant Cognitive 
Disability 


• How students 
participate in KY 
Assessments 


• Accommodation vs. 
Modification 


• How to prepare to 
answer the 
Participation 
Guidelines’ 4 
Criterions 


Module 5 Module 4 
Completing the 


Learner 
Characteristics 


Inventory 


• Purpose & Use 


• Guidance on 
answering each 
question 


Understand Your 
LEAs Alternate 


Assessment 
Population in 


Relation to the Cap 


• Data Sources that 
could be used 


• LEA comparisons 


• Red Flags to explore 


Must complete prior to 


chairing an ARC 


*Keep Certificates of 


Completion for your records 







  


 
 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 
 


 


 


  


 


  


Completing the 
Learner 


Characteristics 
Inventory 


• Purpose & Use 


• Guidance on 
answering each 
question 


Learning Management System: P4AA 1% Training Modules 
Each SPED Teacher in the state must successfully complete (all modules in purple): 


The KY 1% Alternate 
Assessment Waiver 


• Change in Reporting 
Requirement 


• Communicating w/ 
District Staff 


Module 1 Module 2 


Completing the 
Participation 


Guidelines 


• Defining a 
Significant Cognitive 
Disability 


• How students 
participate in KY 
Assessments 


• Accommodation vs. 
Modification 


• How to use the 
Participation 
Guidelines for 
determination 


Module 3 


Preparing for ARC -
Participation 


Guidelines 


• Defining a 
Significant Cognitive 
Disability 


• How students 
participate in KY 
Assessments 


• Accommodation vs. 
Modification 


• How to prepare to 
answer the 
Participation 
Guidelines’ 4 
Criterions 


Module 5 Module 4 
Understand Your 


LEAs Alternate 
Assessment 


Population in 
Relation to the Cap 


• Data Sources that 
could be used 


• LEA comparisons 


• Red Flags to explore 


*Keep Certificates of 


Completion for your records 







 


  


  


 
 


Learning Management System: 
Annual Review for ARC Members Module 


Updated Annually 


Refresher module for all ARC 


members who have 


completed all required 


modules in Administrators 


Track or Educators Track 


(slide 1) 


Preparing and Completing - Participation 
Guidelines 


• Defining a Significant Cognitive Disability 


• How students participate in KY Assessments 


• Accommodation vs. Modification 


• How to prepare to answer the Participation 
Guidelines’ 4 Criterions 


• How to use the Participation Guidelines for 
determination 


*Keep Certificates of 


Completion for your records 







 


  
  


 
 


For More Information 


 Please Contact: 
Tania M. Sharp 
Exceptional Children Consultant 
Division of IDEA Monitoring & Results 
Office of Special Education & Early Learning 
(502) 564-4970, ext. 4124 
Email: tania.sharp@education.ky.gov 
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The Kentucky Alternate K-PREP (state assessment) 
for Students with Significant Cognitive Disabilities 


 
 


 


 


 


WHO 
The Alternate K-PREP addresses the needs of students with the most significant cognitive 


disabilities, by allowing greater depth of adaptations, modifications and alternative modes of 
participation for the state assessment. 


WHAT 
The Alternate K-PREP measures what students know and what they can and is aligned with the 


Kentucky Academic Standards for each subject.  
 


Alternate Assessment has two major components: 
1. Attainment Tasks measure the student’s performance on completing specific tasks/activities. 


Reading - Grades 3-8 & 10 
Mathematics - Grades 3-8 & 10 


Science - Grades 4, 7 & 11 Social 
Studies - Grades 5, 8, & 11  


Writing - Grades 5, 8 & 11 


2. Transition Attainment Record measures student performance on academic skills needed 
for transition. 


WHEN 
Administered during two 6 week testing periods 


Typically administered at the end of the fall semester before Christmas and at the end of the 
spring semester before the end of school. 


Decisions to participate in the state alternate assessment are reviewed annually by the student’s 
ARC. 


HOW 
The ARC reviews student participation in state assessments annually at the IEP meeting.  


Administered one-on-one by a trained educator who is familiar with the student and his/her 
needs. Tests are paper based and include pictures. The test administrator reads the script 


signified by quotation marks to the student exactly as it is written. There are picture/answer 
choices for the student to choose from when answering the questions. 


WHY 
Measures what students know in academic content areas. These measures help identify and 


address gaps in knowledge or skills so students get the support they need. 







 


Comparison of Regular K-PREP and the Alternate K-PREP 
 


Regular K-PREP Alternate K-PREP 
All students enrolled in grades 3 through 8, 10 and 
11, including newly enrolled students, must take 
the K-PREP unless they are participating in the 
Alternate K-PREP 


Students with the most significant cognitive 
disabilities who meet all participation criteria 
listed in Participation Guidelines 


Time limits- student IEPs can include extended 
time as an accommodation. 


Not a timed test- one content area per day 


Four (4) multiple choice options – cannot be 
modified (no pictures) 


Three (3) multiple choice options with pictures 
and individually administered 


Short answers, open responses and on-demand 
writing 


No short answers, open responses or on 
demand writing required 


Short and long passage text Modified language of same grade level 
standards to create less depth and breadth in the 
text 


State-approved accommodations (based on individual student needs and abilities) including but not 
limited to: Reader or Scripted Assessment, Scribe, Calculator, Manipulatives, Paraphrasing or 
Simplified Language, Bilingual or English Dictionaries, Oral Native Language Support, Extended 
Time, Use of Technology, Reinforcement and Behavior Modification Strategies and Interpreter for 
Students with Deafness or Hearing Impairment 


Frequently Asked Question (included in Parent Guide to Alternate K-PREP) 
QUESTION: Can my child receive a regular high school diploma if he/she participates in the 
alternate assessment? 


ANSWER: The ARC must determine if a student’s demonstrated cognitive ability and adaptive 
behavior prevent completion of the general education course of study (including the minimum 
graduation requirements) even with program modifications and/or accommodations. The ARC 
uses a variety of data and information such as the Participation Guidelines for the Alternate 
Assessment, psycho-educational integrated report, the Learner Characteristics Inventory (LCI), 
student work, student observations and any other relevant information to make this 
determination. 


If this is the case, the ARC must determine the student would not be able to complete the general 
education course of study to earn a regular high school diploma and would therefore complete an 
alternate course of study to receive an Alternative High School Diploma as stated in Kentucky 
Regulations 704 KAR 3:305 (section 10). 


MORE INFORMATION: Participating in the alternate assessment does not preclude a student 
with the most significant cognitive disabilities from attempting to complete the requirements for 
a regular high school diploma as stated in the Every Student Succeeds Act, Title I, Section 1111 
(b)(2)(D)(i)(VII). Information on graduation requirements can be found on the Minimum High 
School Graduation Requirements page of the KDE website. 



https://education.ky.gov/specialed/excep/instresources/Documents/KY_Alternate_Assessment_Participation_Guidelines_Documentation_Form.pdf

https://education.ky.gov/specialed/excep/instresources/Documents/KY_Alternate_Assessment_Participation_Guidelines_Documentation_Form.pdf

https://apps.legislature.ky.gov/law/kar/704/003/305.pdf

https://www2.ed.gov/policy/elsec/leg/essa/legislation/title-i.html

https://www2.ed.gov/policy/elsec/leg/essa/legislation/title-i.html

https://education.ky.gov/curriculum/hsgradreq/Pages/default.aspx

https://education.ky.gov/curriculum/hsgradreq/Pages/default.aspx



		Comparison of Regular K-PREP and the Alternate K-PREP






Guidance on the Participation 
in the Kentucky Alternate 
Assessment


Kentucky provides all students access to the state 
assessment  relative to their individual needs







Improving Student Achievement


 Assessment is an integral part of the 
instructional cycle and fulfills several 
purposes for educators, students, parents, 
policy makers, and community members 
with the goal of supporting student growth.
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All students are to be included in 
assessments for measuring school 
achievement
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EVERY STUDENT SUCCEEDS ACT
PUBLIC LAW 114-95  - DEC. 10, 
2015
‘‘(‘‘(II) ensures that the parents of such students are clearly informed, as 
part of the process for developing the individualized education program
(as defined in section 614(d)(1)(A) of the Individuals
with Disabilities Education Act (20 U.S.C.1414(d)(1)(A)))—


‘‘(aa) that their child’s academic achievement
will be measured based on such alternate
standards; and
‘‘(bb) how participation in such assessments
may delay or otherwise affect the student
from completing the requirements for a
regular high school diploma;
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Define accommodations


 Accommodations provide adaptations for a 
child with a disability without setting different 
expectations.  Accommodations help support 
access to the general curriculum.  They do not 
change what is taught, change the strategies 
used or change how instruction is delivered to 
children.  Children can receive accommodations 
and be fully prepared for and able to earn a 
standard or advanced standard diploma.
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 Participate in general assessment WITHOUT 
accommodations


 Participate in general assessment WITH accommodations
 Participate in the Alternate Assessment


• Student must have a CURRENT education plan (IEP, 504, 
Program Service Plan) to participate


• Decisions based on student’s present levels, evaluation 
information (progress monitoring) and work samples


• Participation in state assessments is determined 
annually on an individual basis


Options for Inclusion
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Regular K-PREP Alternate K-PREP


All students enrolled in grades 3 through 8
and 11, including newly enrolled students,
must take the K-PREP unless they are
participating in the Alternate K-PREP


Students with the most significant
cognitive disabilities who meets all
participation criteria listed in Participation
Guidelines


Time limits- student IEPs can include
extended time as an accommodation.


Not a timed test- one content area per day


Four (4) multiple choice options – cannot be
modified (no pictures)


Three (3) multiple choice options with
pictures


Short answers, open responses and on-
demand writing


No short answers or open responses or on
demand writing required


Short and long passage text Modified language of same grade level
standards to create less depth and breadth
in the text.


State-approved accommodations (based on individual student needs and abilities)
including but not limited to: Reader or Scripted Assessment, Scribe, Calculator,
Manipulatives, Paraphrasing or Simplified Language, Bilingual or English Dictionaries,
Oral Native Language Support, Extended Time, Use of Technology, Reinforcement and
Behavior Modification Strategies and Interpreter for Students with Deafness or Hearing
Impairment


Comparison of Regular K-PREP Assessment and the Alternate 
K-PREP Assessment







Side by side comparison of test 
questions (gen and alt)


 Same grade level standard for each
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Accessing the General Education 
Curriculum
 Differentiation should be embedded in core 


classroom instruction for all students. 
 A key component of improving instruction in 


response to the needs of all learners include 
collaboration and co-teaching with general 
education teachers


 For more information on closing 
achievement gaps, please see Guidelines 
for Closing the Gaps for All Students.
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https://education.ky.gov/educational/diff/Documents/CRACGCguidelines.pdf





Discuss the General Assessment 


 Ensure that the student is unable to 
participate in the general assessment with 
or without accommodations


Many students with a disability who are 
eligible to receive special education and 
related services are able to participate in 
general assessments, with appropriate 
accommodations.  
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Alternate Testing


 A core feature of the alternate assessment 
is that is more accessible for each student 
and provides for a more accurate 
measurement of what the student knows.


 Assessments are more than a test, they are 
an integral part of teaching and learning.
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Differentiated Instruction


 Differentiation should be embedded in core 
classroom instruction for all students. 


 It is a key component of improving 
instruction in response to the needs of all 
learners, thus addressing achievement gaps 
for targeted populations of students. 


 For more information on closing 
achievement gaps, please see Guidelines 
for Closing the Gaps for All Students.
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https://education.ky.gov/educational/diff/Documents/CRACGCguidelines.pdf





For more information on Inclusion of 
Special Populations:


View Inclusions of Special Populations 
Training Webinar and the Inclusions of 
Special Populations Training Document at: 
https://education.ky.gov/AA/distsupp/Pages
/AdminCode.aspx
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The Kentucky Department of Education 
(KDE) definition of a student with the 
most significant cognitive disability:


 Meets eligibility criterion in one or more of the existing 
categories of disabilities under IDEA (e.g., intellectual 
disabilities, autism, traumatic brain injury, multiple 
disabilities),


 Has cognitive and adaptive behavior functioning 
preventing him/her from attaining grade level 
achievement standards, even with program 
modifications and accommodations, 


 Requires extensive individualized instruction across 
multiple settings to access and make progress in the 
Kentucky Academic Standards, and to maintain, 
generalize and demonstrate learning, and 
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Definition continued
 Has a significant cognitive disability that is not primarily 


the result of: 
● excessive or extended absences 
● disability related to visual or auditory disabilities, emotional-


behavioral disabilities, specific learning disabilities, speech 
and language impairment


● native language, social, cultural, and economic differences,
● those identified as English learners (EL)
● pre-determined poor performance on the grade-level 


assessment 
● displays of disruptive behaviors or experiences emotional 


duress during testing
● administrator decision
● educational environment or instructional setting
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Breaking Down the Definition
 Extensive direct individualized instruction 


means – Repeated instruction and 
substantial supports that are not 
temporary in nature to achieve measurable 
gains in the grade and age-appropriate 
curriculum and uses substantially adapted 
materials (e.g., significantly shortening the 
length of reading passages or using raised 
dots and modeling when identifying a 
matching number in math). 16







Inclusion


 Intensive, accommodations, modifications 
and assistive technology means-
Accommodations, modifications, and 
assistive technology that EXCEEDS what is 
allowed on the general assessments for 
students as described in the “Inclusion 
Document” and set forth in 703 KAR 5:070. 
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Accommodations and Modifications 
in Instruction and Assessment


 Acquire, maintain, generalize, demonstrate, 
and transfer skills across multiple settings 
means - when the student has acquired 
skills and can apply the skills across 
settings -such as different classes, at home, 
at a job, and in the community- with 
different people and with a variety of 
materials. 
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Accommodation vs. 
Modification 







Accommodations and Modifications


 Accommodations provide adaptations for a child with a 
disability without setting different expectations.  
Accommodations help support access to the general 
curriculum.  They do not change what is taught, change 
the strategies used or change how instruction is 
delivered to children.  Children can receive 
accommodations and be fully prepared for and able to 
earn a standard or advanced standard diploma.


 Modifications require that children with disabilities 
perform objectives that are different from those of the 
rest of the class.  The content or task may be reduced in 
depth and complexity.  
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Accommodations


 Accommodations change how a student 
learns the material. 


 An accommodation can be made for any 
student, not just students with a 504, 
Program Service Plan (PSP) or an IEP. An 
accommodation does not alter what the 
student is expected to learn. An 
accommodation makes learning accessible 
to the student and allows the student to 
demonstrate what he/she knows. 
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https://www.understood.org/en/learning-attention-issues/treatments-approaches/educational-strategies/accommodations-what-they-are-and-how-they-work





Accommodations in instruction vs 
assessment
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Accomm examples
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Modifications


 A modification changes what a student is 
taught or expected to learn.


Modifications are generally made for 
students with significant cognitive or 
physical disabilities. A modification does 
alter content knowledge expectations as 
well as assessment administration 
practices. 
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https://www.understood.org/en/learning-attention-issues/treatments-approaches/educational-strategies/modifications-what-you-need-to-know





Modification example


 a child completing work on part of a 
standard, or a child completing an alternate 
assignment that is more easily achievable 
than the original assignment.


 Specific example


25







Examples of Modifications


Curriculum modifications allow a child to:
 Learn different material (such as continuing to work on 


multiplication while classmates move on to fractions)
 Get graded or assessed using a different standard than the 


standard for classmates
 Be excused from particular projects
Assignment modifications allow a child to:
 Complete fewer or different homework problems than peers
 Write shorter papers
 Answer fewer or different test questions
 Create alternate projects or assignments
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General Conditions for Using 
Accommodations
1. Serve as transitional strategies that should be 


faded, as appropriate
2. Cannot impact content validity
3. Age-appropriate and clearly described
4. For the purpose of student access to general ed 


curriculum
5. Based on individual needs
6. Not a substitute for high-quality instruction
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General Conditions for Using
Accommodations continued
7. Based on evaluation information or on-going 


progress data
8. Part of the student’s on-going instructional process
9. Caution around plan changes near testing window
10.Technology considered before adult-provided 


accommodations
11.Student and test administrators aware of which 


accommodations allowed
12.Changes in test administration or recording of 


student responses consistent with education plan 
and instructional strategies used


28







Participation Guidelines


What are they
 how are they used
Why are they used
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The Parent Guide


30







Diploma talk
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Career ready options
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Regular High School Diploma


 High school diploma means the student has 
completed the required course of study with the 
minimum number of credit hours as required by 
704 KAR 3:305 and any applicable local district 
requirements. 


 If the severity of an exceptional student’s disability 
precludes a course of study that meets the high 
school graduation requirements, an alternative 
course of study shall be offered.


 A student who completes this alternative course of 
study shall receive an alternative high school 
diploma
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Alternative high school diploma
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Considering courses of study
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Possible Implications
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Criteria 1
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Criteria 2
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Cognitive Functioning
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Adaptive Behavior
 Deficits in adaptive behavior that result in 


failure to meet developmental and sociocultural 
standards for personal independence and social 
responsibility (i.e., actions that are necessary for 
someone to live independently and to function 
safely in daily life). 


 Without ongoing support, the adaptive deficits 
limit functioning in one or more activities of 
daily life, such as communication, social 
participation, and independent living across 
multiple environments, such as home, school, 
and work. 40







Criteria 3


41







Criterion #3 Description
 Extensive direct individualized instruction means – Systematic 


Instruction instruction and substantial supports that are not 
temporary in nature to achieve measurable gains in the grade 
and age-appropriate curriculum and uses substantially adapted 
materials 


 Intensive, accommodations, modifications and assistive 
technology means- Accommodations, modifications, and assistive 
technology that EXCEEDS what is allowed on the general 
assessments for students as described in the “Inclusion 
Document” and set forth in 703 KAR 5:070. 


 Acquire, maintain, generalize, demonstrate, and transfer skills 
across multiple settings means - when the student has acquired 
skills and can apply the skills across settings -such as different 
classes, at home, at a job, and in the community- with different 
people and with a variety of materials. 
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Criteria 4
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ARC Eligibility Decision
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Communication Plan
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Communication Plan Continued
 Is communication an area of concern 


documented in the IEP
 Is receptive and expressive communication 


addressed in IEP?
 Is the students communication plan 


documented in the current IEP?
 Resources on how to create a more effective 


communication plan: 
https://msd1stop.hdiuk.org/index.php/Teachin
g_Age-
Appropriate_Academic_Learning_via_Communi
cation_(TAALC)
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LCI
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The Learner Characteristics 
Inventory (LCI) has two primary 
purposes:
1) to describe the range of the characteristics 
of learners who participate in the alternate 
assessment
2) to describe the extent to which patterns of 
those characteristics emerged within and 
across states
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Long Term Games
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Alternate Assessment Participation as a Monitoring Area 


The Kentucky Department of Education (KDE), Office of Special Education and Early 
Learning (OSEEL), and the Division of IDEA Monitoring and Results (DIMR) are 
required to review the decisions of Admissions and Release Committees (ARCs) regarding 
alternate assessment participation, and determine whether these decisions are consistent 
with the Individuals with Disabilities Education Act (IDEA) and federal and state 
regulations [34 CFR § 300.320(a)(6)(ii) and 707 KAR 1:320 (Section 5)]. 


In making decisions regarding participation, districts are required to follow the Guidance 
for Admissions and Release Committees (ARCs) on Participation Decisions for the 
Kentucky Alternate Assessment to ensure that students meet all eligibility criteria for 
participating in the alternate assessment, and to use the Kentucky Alternate Assessment 
Participation Guidelines Documentation Form to document all ARC decisions. 


The focus of the present desk review was to determine whether students were 
appropriately identified as meeting all eligibility criteria to participate in the alternate 
assessment and the form was used appropriately to document ARC decisions.   


Off-site Monitoring Methodology 


All districts are subject to a data review, and if a district is found to meet one or more of 
the criteria below, the DIMR will perform further monitoring through the review of a 
sample of student due process files. The criteria for determining whether a district requires 
additional monitoring include: 


a. The district exceeded 1% alternate assessment participation based on 2018-2019 
assessment data. 


b. The district exceeded the 2018-2019 statewide and district-level disproportionality 
ratio in at least one area (based on students eligible to participate in the alternate 
assessment). 



https://www.govinfo.gov/content/pkg/CFR-2018-title1-vol1/xml/CFR-2018-title1-vol1.xml

https://apps.legislature.ky.gov/law/kar/707/001/320.pdf

https://education.ky.gov/specialed/excep/instresources/Documents/Guidance_for_ARCs_on_Participation_Decisions_for_the_Kentucky_Alternate_Assessment.pdf

https://education.ky.gov/specialed/excep/instresources/Documents/Guidance_for_ARCs_on_Participation_Decisions_for_the_Kentucky_Alternate_Assessment.pdf

https://education.ky.gov/specialed/excep/instresources/Documents/Guidance_for_ARCs_on_Participation_Decisions_for_the_Kentucky_Alternate_Assessment.pdf

https://education.ky.gov/specialed/excep/forms/Documents/Alternate_Assessment_Participation_Guidelines_Record_Review_Document.pdf

https://education.ky.gov/specialed/excep/forms/Documents/Alternate_Assessment_Participation_Guidelines_Record_Review_Document.pdf
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DATE 


c. The district identified students as eligible who showed characteristics not typical of 
students with the most significant cognitive disabilities, based on the Learner 
Characteristics Inventory. 


d. The district has shown an increase in alternate assessment participation over 
multiple years. 


e. The district responses justifying the need to exceed 1.0% alternate assessment 
participation require further examination. 


As such, the DIMR requested each district identified provide a sample of due process 
records from the Infinite Campus (IC) statewide information system for students found 
eligible to participate in the alternate assessment. All student due process records were 
reviewed by the DIMR team using the Participation Guidelines for the Kentucky Alternate 
Assessment Record Review Document. 


During the review, the DIMR monitored whether the students had been appropriately 
identified as meeting all eligibility criteria to participate in the alternate assessment, and 
verified whether the district correctly utilized the Kentucky Alternate Assessment 
Participation Guidelines Documentation Form to document all ARC decisions, per 707 
KAR 1:320, Section 5 (11). 


Even though alternate assessment participation is the focus of this report, the team may 
have noted additional concerns identified when reviewing the individual student due 
process records. Under its general supervision responsibility, the KDE is required to cite 
districts for any additional IDEA noncompliance identified during the course of 
monitoring. 


Compliance Requirements Under Review 
Table 1 below contains the compliance requirements which were the focus of the current 
review, and the corresponding regulations. These requirements are referenced in the 2018-
2019 Alternate Assessment Participation Guidelines Record Review Document used by 
the DIMR monitoring team in reviewing individual student records. 


Table 1 


Item 
Reviewed 


Compliance 
Requirement 


Regulatory Requirements 


Item A The parent was provided a 
copy of the Alternate 
Assessment Parent Guide 
and an opportunity to ask 
questions. 


34 CFR § 200.6 (d)(3) 


This regulation requires that parents of students 
selected to be assessed using an alternate 
assessment be informed that their child's 
achievement will be measured based on alternate 



https://education.ky.gov/specialed/excep/instresources/Documents/2018%20Alternate%20Assessment%20Participation%20Guidelines%20Record%20Review%20Document.pdf

https://education.ky.gov/specialed/excep/instresources/Documents/2018%20Alternate%20Assessment%20Participation%20Guidelines%20Record%20Review%20Document.pdf

https://apps.legislature.ky.gov/law/kar/707/001/320.pdf

https://apps.legislature.ky.gov/law/kar/707/001/320.pdf

https://education.ky.gov/specialed/excep/instresources/Documents/2018%20Alternate%20Assessment%20Participation%20Guidelines%20Record%20Review%20Document.pdf

https://education.ky.gov/specialed/excep/instresources/Documents/2018%20Alternate%20Assessment%20Participation%20Guidelines%20Record%20Review%20Document.pdf

https://education.ky.gov/specialed/excep/instresources/Documents/Parent_Guide_to_Alternate_K-Prep.pdf

https://education.ky.gov/specialed/excep/instresources/Documents/Parent_Guide_to_Alternate_K-Prep.pdf

https://www.ecfr.gov/cgi-bin/text-idx?SID=8344994f70d1bf5de1947e462e945037&mc=true&node=se34.1.200_16&rgn=div8
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Item 
Reviewed 


Compliance 
Requirement 


Regulatory Requirements 


academic achievement standards, and that 
participation in the alternate assessment may delay 
or otherwise affect the student from completing the 
requirements for a regular high school diploma.  


Item B The ARC documented that 
district personnel 
explained to all ARC 
members the difference 
between an alternative 
high school diploma and a 
regular high school 
diploma. 


34 CFR § 200.6 (d)(2), (3), and (4) 


(d)(2) This regulation requires that ARCs be 
provided a clear explanation of the differences 
between the general state assessments and alternate 
assessments, including how participation in 
alternate assessments may delay or otherwise 
affect the student from completing the 
requirements for a regular high school diploma.  


(d)(3) This regulation requires that parents of 
students selected to be assessed using an alternate 
assessment be informed that their child's 
achievement will be measured based on alternate 
academic achievement standards, and that 
participation in the alternate assessment may delay 
or otherwise affect the student from completing the 
requirements for a regular high school diploma. 


(d)(4) This regulation clarifies that even if a 
student with the most significant cognitive 
disabilities participates in alternate assessments, 
this does not preclude the student from attempting 
to complete the requirements for a regular high 
school diploma. 


704 KAR 3:305 


This regulation establishes the requirements for the 
completion of a course of study leading to the 
receipt of a regular high school diploma, and 
requirements for an alternative course of study 
leading to an alternative diploma, if the student’s 
disability precludes a course of study that meets 
regular high school graduation requirements. 



https://www.ecfr.gov/cgi-bin/text-idx?SID=8344994f70d1bf5de1947e462e945037&mc=true&node=se34.1.200_16&rgn=div8

https://apps.legislature.ky.gov/law/kar/704/003/305.pdf
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Item 
Reviewed 


Compliance 
Requirement 


Regulatory Requirements 


Item 1 The ARC documented that 
the student is eligible for 
special education services. 


707 KAR 1:310  


This regulation establishes requirements for the 
determination of eligibility for special education of 
children who have disabilities. 


Item 2 The ARC documented, 
using current and 
longitudinal data, that the 
student’s demonstrated 
cognitive functioning and 
adaptive behavior in all 
settings are significantly 
below age expectations, 
even with program 
modifications. 


34 CFR § 200.6 (d)(1) 


This regulation establishes requirements for states 
in identifying students as having the most 
significant cognitive disabilities for the purposes of 
participation in alternate assessments. State 
guidelines must include a definition of “students 
with the most significant cognitive disabilities” 
that addresses factors related to cognitive 
functioning and adaptive behavior of the student. 
States must also establish, and monitor the 
implementation of, clear and appropriate 
guidelines for ARCs to apply in determining, on a 
case-by-case basis, which students with the most 
significant cognitive disabilities will be assessed 
with alternate assessments.  


Item 3 The ARC documented that 
the student requires 
extensive, individual direct 
instruction across multiple 
settings. Documentation 
also reflects that the 
student requires intensive 
accommodations, 
modifications and assistive 
technology to access and 
make progress on the 
Kentucky Academic 
Standards (KAS), and to 
maintain and generalize 
learning. 


34 CFR § 200.6 (d)(1)(ii) and (iii) 


These regulations clarify that students cannot be 
defined as having the most significant cognitive 
disabilities solely on the basis of low previous 
academic performance. Students must require 
extensive, direct individualized instruction and 
substantial supports to achieve measurable gains 
on state academic content standards for the grade 
in which they are enrolled. 



https://apps.legislature.ky.gov/law/kar/707/001/310.pdf

https://www.ecfr.gov/cgi-bin/text-idx?SID=8344994f70d1bf5de1947e462e945037&mc=true&node=se34.1.200_16&rgn=div8

https://www.ecfr.gov/cgi-bin/text-idx?SID=8344994f70d1bf5de1947e462e945037&mc=true&node=se34.1.200_16&rgn=div8
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Reviewed 


Compliance 
Requirement 


Regulatory Requirements 


Item 4 The ARC documented that 
the decision for the student 
to participate in the 
alternate assessment is not 
primarily the result of any 
exclusionary factors. 


34 CFR § 200.6 (d) 


This regulation establishes the requirements for 
identifying students as having “the most significant 
cognitive disabilities,” and outlines factors that 
cannot be the primary basis for the decision for the 
student to participate in an alternate assessment.  


Item C The ARC documented that 
the student meets all 
criteria for participation in 
the alternate assessment, 
and provided a statement 
of its decision and the 
reasons for the decision. 


707 KAR 1:320, Section 5 (11) 


This regulation establishes the requirement for 
ARCs to document that students meet all criteria 
for alternate assessment participation, and to 
provide a statement of the decision and the reasons 
for the decision. 


Item D In development of the 
student’s IEP, the ARC 
reviewed and documented 
characteristics of the 
individual student, 
including communication 
needs.  


707 KAR 1:320, Section 5 (2) 


This regulation requires that ARCs develop an 
appropriate IEP based on the student’s individual 
characteristics and consider the communication 
and assistive technology needs of the student.  


Additional 
Issues 


The KDE is required under 
its general supervision 
responsibility to cite 
districts for any IDEA 
noncompliance that it 
discovers during the course 
of monitoring. 


34 CFR § 300.149  
This regulation establishes the state education 
agency responsibility for general supervision in 
monitoring and compliance.  


 
  



https://www.ecfr.gov/cgi-bin/text-idx?SID=8344994f70d1bf5de1947e462e945037&mc=true&node=se34.1.200_16&rgn=div8

https://apps.legislature.ky.gov/law/kar/707/001/320.pdf

https://apps.legislature.ky.gov/law/kar/707/001/320.pdf

https://www.govinfo.gov/content/pkg/CFR-2011-title34-vol2/pdf/CFR-2011-title34-vol2-sec300-149.pdf
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DIMR STUDENT-SPECIFIC FINDINGS 


This section includes student-specific feedback based on the review of student due process 
records completed by the DIMR review team. The district must consider and address any 
identified issues through the ARC meeting process. Student identification numbers (SSIDs) for 
the students referenced below will be sent to the Director of Special Education in a separate 
email following this report. 


STUDENT #1 
The following record review items did not meet required compliance standards: 


• Item B: The ARC did not document that the district explained the difference between 
an alternative high school diploma and a regular high school diploma to all members of 
the ARC. 


• Item 2: The ARC did not document discussion and evidence supporting that the 
student’s demonstrated cognitive functioning and adaptive behavior in the home, school 
and community environments are significantly below age expectations, even with 
program modifications and accommodations. 
Clarification: The cognitive and adaptive functioning documentation in the student file 
is inconsistent and no discussion of the student’s current level of functioning provided. 


• Item 3: The ARC did not document discussion and evidence supporting that the student 
meets the criteria under this item.  


• Item 4: The ARC did not document that it carefully considered each of the exclusionary 
factors when determining the assessment needs of the student.  
Clarification: The ARC did not document a discussion that all exclusionary factors were 
considered. 


• Item C: The ARC did not document that the student meets all criteria for participation 
in the alternate assessment and provide a statement of its decision and the reasons for 
the decision. 


Additional Issues: 
The student’s Present Levels of Academic Achievement and Functional Performance (Present 
Levels) did not include all required components as indicated in the Compliance Record Review 
Document. 
Identified Non-Compliance: 


• Item 33c: In the present levels section of the IEP the area of 
Health/Vision/Hearing/Motor Abilities did not contain the strengths of the student and 
current assessment data and progress monitoring. 
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• Item 33d: In the present levels section of the IEP the area of Social and Emotional 
Status did not contain the strengths of the student and current assessment data and 
progress monitoring. 


• Item 33e: In the present levels section of the IEP the area of General Intelligence did 
not contain needs of the student, the strengths of the student and current assessment data 
and progress monitoring.  


• Item 33i: The present levels statements in the areas of Social Emotional Status and 
General Intelligence did not explain how the student’s disability affected the student’s 
involvement in and progress in the general education curriculum. 


STUDENT #2 
The following record review items did not meet required compliance standards: 


• Item B: The ARC did not document that the district explained the difference between 
an alternative high school diploma and a regular high school diploma to all members of 
the ARC. 


• Item 2: The ARC did not document discussion and evidence supporting that the 
student’s demonstrated cognitive functioning and adaptive behavior in the home, school 
and community environments are significantly below age expectations, even with 
program modifications and accommodations. 
Clarification: No current evaluation or progress monitoring data provided. 


• Item 3: The ARC did not document discussion and evidence supporting that the student 
meets the criteria under this item.  


• Item 4: The ARC did not document that it carefully considered each of the exclusionary 
factors when determining the assessment needs of the student.  
Clarification: The ARC did not document a discussion that all exclusionary factors were 
considered. 


Additional Issues: 
The student’s Present Levels of Academic Achievement and Functional Performance (Present 
Levels) did not include all required components as indicated in the Compliance Record Review 
Document. 
Identified Non-Compliance: 


• Item 33a: In the present levels section of the IEP the area of Communication did not 
contain current assessment data and progress monitoring. 


• Item 33c: In the present levels section of the IEP the area of 
Health/Vision/Hearing/Motor Abilities did not contain the strengths of the student and 
current assessment data and progress monitoring. 


• Item 33d: In the present levels section of the IEP the area of Social and Emotional 
Status did not contain current assessment data and progress monitoring. 
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• Item 33e: In the present levels section of the IEP the area of General Intelligence did 
not contain the strengths of the student. 


• Item 33i: The present levels statements in the areas of Academics, Social Emotional 
Status and General Intelligence did not explain how the student’s disability affected the 
student’s involvement in and progress in the general education curriculum. 


 
Required Actions Based on the Review Findings 


For all record reviews with issues identified above: 


1. Any noncompliance verified by monitoring shall be corrected within 12 months from 
the date of the notification to the district of the noncompliance. This timeline is 
established in both state and federal regulations. OSEP Memorandum 09-02 states that 
non-compliance must be corrected “as soon as possible but in no case more than one 
year from identification (i.e., the date on which the State provided written notification 
to the LEA or EIS program of the noncompliance.)” 


2. At the student’s next ARC meeting, or sooner if appropriate, correct the identified 
concerns above pertaining to the appropriate completion of the Kentucky Alternate 
Assessment Participation Guidelines Documentation Form.    


3. At the student’s next ARC meeting, or sooner if appropriate, correct the identified 
concerns pertaining to the Present Levels section(s) of the IEP.  


4. Review identified concerns above with special education teachers and ARC 
chairpersons pertaining to the appropriate completion of the Kentucky Alternate 
Assessment Participation Guidelines Documentation Form. 


Systemic Strengths Based on the Review Findings 


1. The ARC consistently documented they provided a copy of the Alternate Assessment 
Parent Guide and gave the parent an opportunity to ask questions. 


2. The ARC consistently documented the student’s current IEP and special education 
eligibility determination on the Participation Guidelines. 


3. The ARC consistently documented the student meets all criteria for participation in the 
alternate assessment and provided a statement of its decision and the reasons for the 
decision. 


ALTERNATE ASSESSMENT PARTICIPATION BEST PRACTICES 


1. The DIMR recommends that districts establish a process for reviewing and monitoring 
how students are being identified to take alternate assessments. 


2. The DIMR advises districts to examine the process their ARC teams use to determine 
how a student qualifies for the alternate assessments. To this end, the DIMR urges 



https://education.ky.gov/specialed/excep/instresources/Documents/KY_Alternate_Assessment_Participation_Guidelines_Documentation_Form.pdf

https://education.ky.gov/specialed/excep/instresources/Documents/KY_Alternate_Assessment_Participation_Guidelines_Documentation_Form.pdf

https://education.ky.gov/specialed/excep/instresources/Documents/KY_Alternate_Assessment_Participation_Guidelines_Documentation_Form.pdf

https://education.ky.gov/specialed/excep/instresources/Documents/KY_Alternate_Assessment_Participation_Guidelines_Documentation_Form.pdf
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districts to convene a meeting with staff having responsibilities in the decision-making 
process, and explore the current process using these guiding questions:  


a. Are ARCs fully discussing the possible participation of the student in the 
general state assessment before considering the alternate assessment? 
Participation in alternate assessment should only be discussed after the ARC 
determines that the student is unable to participate in the general assessment 
even with accommodations.  


b. Are ARCs thoroughly documenting the discussion and evidence supporting that 
the student is not able to participate in the regular state assessment even with 
available accommodations? 


c. Are ARCs consulting the Participation Guidelines during the meetings and 
using these to guide the discussion? 


d. Are ARCs using data to establish that the student meets the specific criteria?  
e. Are all ARC members given a chance to hear and review the data analysis?   
f. Have all ARC members completed the required alternate assessment training 


modules? 
g. Do all ARC members, including parents, have a clear understanding of the 


implications associated with participation in alternate assessments? 
3. The DIMR recommends that districts provide professional learning opportunities for 


teachers on differentiation, collaborative teaching and student engagement. 


CORRECTIVE ACTION PLAN REQUIREMENTS 


Kentucky special education regulations at 707 KAR 1:380 Section 1 (2), (4), (5), (6) and (7) 
stipulate the following: 


Language from 707 KAR 1:380 
Section 1 (2)(4)(5)(6) and (7) Impact for District/Additional Details 


Monitoring may include a review 
of individual children’s records, 
including records of children 
served by private or state-operated 
schools. 


This language empowers the DIMR to conduct 
off-site visits to Kentucky school districts. 


Following a desk review, the 
Kentucky Department of Education 
shall issue a written report.  


The DIMR will issue a preliminary monitoring 
report by the end of the second week following 
the desk review. 


Deficiencies specified in the report 
shall be the basis for the LEA to 
develop a corrective action plan 


The date the district receives the preliminary 
report is the beginning of the one-year 
correction timeline discussed below. 



https://apps.legislature.ky.gov/law/kar/707/001/380.pdf
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Language from 707 KAR 1:380 
Section 1 (2)(4)(5)(6) and (7) Impact for District/Additional Details 


(CAP) for review and approval by 
the Kentucky Department of 
Education.  


Prior to the development of the 
CAP, the LEA shall have the 
opportunity to submit additional 
information to verify or clarify 
issues related to the report. Each 
CAP shall be monitored and 
enforced by the Kentucky 
Department of Education. 
 


The district will be given two calendar weeks 
from the receipt of the preliminary report to 
submit any additional information to verify or 
clarify issues related to the report. 


Neither federal nor state regulations include 
provisions to allow an “appeal” of a monitoring 
report. The DIMR will, however, consider any 
additional information provided by the district. 


A final report will be issued following the 
DIMR’s review of any additional information 
submitted by the district. 


A CAP shall be submitted to the 
Kentucky Department of Education 
no later than 30 business days after 
the LEA receives the [preliminary] 
report of noncompliance. 


OSEP Memorandum 09-02 clarifies that the one-
year timeframe for correction of noncompliance 
begins on the date the district is notified in 
writing of the findings of noncompliance.  


This means the delivery date of the preliminary 
report is the start date for the CAP timeline, not 
the date the final report is issued. 


The CAP shall include a statement 
of the matter to be corrected and 
the steps the LEA shall take to 
correct the problem and document 
compliance. 


The district will be provided a template for 
developing and submitting the CAP. 


Within 30 business days of 
receiving the CAP, the Kentucky 
Department of Education shall 
notify the LEA of the status of the 
CAP. If the Kentucky Department 
of Education rejects the CAP, the 


Staff from the DIMR will review the contents of 
the CAP and inform the district if the CAP is 
acceptable. If the CAP is rejected, the district 
shall be given 15 business days to submit a new 
CAP. 



https://www2.ed.gov/policy/speced/guid/idea/memosdcltrs/osep09-02timelycorrectionmemo.pdf
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Language from 707 KAR 1:380 
Section 1 (2)(4)(5)(6) and (7) Impact for District/Additional Details 


LEA shall have 15 business days to 
submit a new CAP. 


Note: Business day is defined in 707 KAR 1:002 
Section 1 (6) to mean Monday through Friday, 
except for federal and state holidays. 


A CAP approved by the Kentucky 
Department of Education shall be 
monitored and shall be an official 
document requiring the LEA to 
meet the specified activities. The 
Kentucky Department of Education 
shall not initiate further sanctions 
during the time period specified in 
the CAP unless requested by the 
LEA. 


CAP implementation requirements and 
recommendations are discussed further in the 
following section. 


Any noncompliance verified by 
monitoring shall be corrected 
within 12 months from the date of 
the notification to the LEA of the 
noncompliance. 


This timeline is established in both state and 
federal regulations. OSEP Memorandum 09-02 
states that non-compliance must be corrected “as 
soon as possible but in no case more than one 
year from identification (i.e., the date on which 
the State provided written notification to the 
LEA or EIS program of the noncompliance.” 


 
  



https://apps.legislature.ky.gov/law/kar/707/001/002.pdf

https://apps.legislature.ky.gov/law/kar/707/001/002.pdf

https://www2.ed.gov/policy/speced/guid/idea/memosdcltrs/osep09-02timelycorrectionmemo.pdf
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ADDITIONAL CAP INFORMATION 


The following items should help the district understand the process of CAP development, 
implementation, and closure. 


1. Within two business days after the preliminary monitoring report has been issued, the 
DIMR CAP lead contacts the Director of Special Education (DoSE) by telephone or email 
to walk him or her through the process and answer questions about the report or the CAP 
process. 


2. As part of the CAP process, the district first conducts a root cause analysis to discover the 
source of the problem(s). This ensures that appropriate corrective action activities are 
developed for the district to achieve systemic compliance. Staff from the Division of IDEA 
Implementation and Preschool (DIIP) and the district’s special education cooperative are 
available to assist the district. 


3. To ensure that the district meets the one calendar year timeline for correction, provision of 
technical assistance to district and school staff cannot wait until summer or scheduled 
professional development days.  


4. All training activities required by the CAP must be approved by DIMR. 
5. The expectation of the DIMR is that all technical assistance, including training, is provided 


to staff prior to convening ARC meetings to correct student-specific and systemic non-
compliances. 


6. Before the CAP is closed, all corrections of student-specific non-compliances must be 
corrected, and all comparison files submitted must be in compliance in the identified areas 
of need. If all comparison files are not in compliance, they must be corrected, and additional 
comparison files must be submitted. This process will continue until all files reviewed are in 
compliance. The CAP is not closed until 100% of comparison files reviewed are in 
compliance. 


7. The CAP template document includes a section for providing monthly updates so that the 
district and the DIMR CAP lead can track progress and correct all noncompliance within 
the required one calendar year timeline. 


Available Resources:  


• Alternate Assessment Participation Guidelines, Training Modules (available from 
the Human Development Institute at the University of Kentucky) 


• Alternate K-PREP Training and Resources  
• Differentiation 
• Guía para padres: Alterno K-PREP 2018 (Parent Guide, Spanish Version)  
• Guidance for ARCs on Participation Decisions for the Kentucky Alternate 


Assessment  
• Kentucky Alternate Assessment Participation Guidelines Documentation Form 



https://www.hdilearning.org/course-catalog/?woo_category=561

https://education.ky.gov/specialed/excep/instresources/Pages/Alternate-K-PREP-Training-and-Instructional-Resources.aspx

https://education.ky.gov/educational/diff/Pages/default.aspx

https://education.ky.gov/specialed/excep/instresources/Documents/GUIA_PARA_PADRES_ALTERNO_K-PREP.pdf

https://education.ky.gov/specialed/excep/instresources/Documents/Guidance_for_Admissions_and_Release_Participation_Decisions_for_Alternate_Assessment.pdf

https://education.ky.gov/specialed/excep/instresources/Documents/Guidance_for_Admissions_and_Release_Participation_Decisions_for_Alternate_Assessment.pdf

https://education.ky.gov/specialed/excep/instresources/Documents/KY_Alternate_Assessment_Participation_Guidelines_Documentation_Form.pdf
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• Parent Guide: Kentucky Alternate Assessment 
• Participation Guidelines for the Alternate Assessment Record Review Document  


 



https://education.ky.gov/specialed/excep/instresources/Documents/Parent_Guide_to_Alternate_K-Prep.pdf

https://education.ky.gov/specialed/excep/instresources/Documents/2018%20Alternate%20Assessment%20Participation%20Guidelines%20Record%20Review%20Document.pdf
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From: Sharp, Tania - Division of IDEA Monitoring and Results 
To: pamela.stephens@adair.kyschools.us; travis.hamby@allen.kyschools.us; kelley.ransdell@anchorage.kyschools.us; 


sheila.mitchell@anderson.kyschools.us; sean.howard@ashland.kyschools.us; lisa.mccane@augusta.kyschools.us; 
casey.allen@ballard.kyschools.us; kay.dixon@bville.kyschools.us; ryan.clark@bardstown.kyschools.us; 
bo.matthews@barren.kyschools.us; harvey.tackett@bath.kyschools.us; mike.stacy@beechwood.kyschools.us; 
Tom.gambrel@bell.kyschools.us; robb.smith@bellevue.kyschools.us; diane.hatchett@berea.kyschools.us; 
Matthew.turner@boone.kyschools.us; amy.baker@bourbon.kyschools.us; gary.fields@bgreen.kyschools.us; 
bill.boblett@boyd.kyschools.us; mike.lafavers@boyle.kyschools.us; jeff.aulick@bracken.kyschools.us; 
phillip.watts@breathitt.kyschools.us; nick.carter@breck.kyschools.us; jesse.bacon@bullitt.kyschools.us; 
will.begley@burgin.kyschools.us; robert.tuck@butler.kyschools.us; nate.huggins@caldwell.kyschools.us; 
tres.settle@calloway.kyschools.us; david.rust@campbell.kyschools.us; kirby.smith@cville.kyschools.us; 
jay.simmons@carlisle.kyschools.us; danny.osborne@carroll.kyschools.us; ronnie.dotson@carter.kyschools.us; 
marion.sowders@casey.kyschools.us; cornelius.faulkner@caverna.kyschools.us; 
Christopher.bentzel@christian.kyschools.us; paul.christy@clark.kyschools.us; william.sexton@clay.kyschools.us; 
tim.parson@clinton.kyschools.us; keith.haynes@cloverport.kyschools.us; david.cox@corbin.kyschools.us; 
alvin.garrison@covington.kyschools.us; vince.clark@crittenden.kyschools.us; 
kirk.biggerstaff@cumberland.kyschools.us; tammy.mcdonald@danville.kyschools.us; 
matt.robbins@daviess.kyschools.us; leonard.whalen@dawsonsprings.kyschools.us; 
jay.brewer@dayton.kyschools.us; vicki.jones@ebernstadt.kyschools.us; 
brian.alexander@edmonson.kyschools.us; jon.ballard@etown.kyschools.us; 
debbie.stephens@elliott.kyschools.us; buddy.berry@eminence.kyschools.us; chad.molley@erlanger.kyschools.us; 
jeff.saylor@estill.kyschools.us; jackie.risden-smith@fairview.kyschools.us; emmanuel.caulk@fayette.kyschools.us; 
brian.creasman@fleming.kyschools.us; danny.adkins@floyd.kyschools.us; 
karen.cheser@fortthomas.kyschools.us; houston.barber@frankfort.kyschools.us; 
mark.kopp@franklin.kyschools.us; patrice.chambers@fulton.kyschools.us; deanna.miller@fultonind.kyschools.us; 
larry.hammond@gallatin.kyschools.us; Kevin.stull@garrard.kyschools.us; keith.hale@glasgow.kyschools.us; 
matt.morgan@grant.kyschools.us; matthew.madding@graves.kyschools.us; 
doug.robinson@grayson.kyschools.us; will.hodges@green.kyschools.us; traysea.moresea@greenup.kyschools.us; 
kyle.estes@hancock.kyschools.us; terrie.morgan@hardin.kyschools.us; brent.roark@harlan.kyschools.us; 
charles.morton@harlanind.kyschools.us; harry.burchett@harrison.kyschools.us; nathan.smith@hart.kyschools.us; 
sondra.combs@hazard.kyschools.us; marganna.stanley@henderson.kyschools.us; 
terry.price@henry.kyschools.us; casey.henderson@hickman.kyschools.us; deanna.ashby@hopkins.kyschools.us; 
mike.smith@jackson.kyschools.us; paul.green@jacksonind.kyschools.us; marty.pollio@jefferson.kyschools.us; 
mike.genton@jenkins.kyschools.us; matt.moore@jessamine.kyschools.us; thom.cochran@johnson.kyschools.us; 
henry.webb@kenton.kyschools.us; kim.king@knott.kyschools.us; kelly.sprinkles@knox.kyschools.us; 
david.raleigh@larue.kyschools.us; doug.bennett@laurel.kyschools.us; robbie.fletcher@lawrence.kyschools.us; 
sarah.wasson@lee.kyschools.us; brett.wilson@leslie.kyschools.us; denise.yonts@letcher.kyschools.us; 
jamie.weddington@lewis.kyschools.us; michael.rowe@lincoln.kyschools.us; 
victor.zimmerman@livingston.kyschools.us; paul.mullins@logan.kyschools.us; 
mike.borchers@ludlow.kyschools.us; russ.tilford@lyon.kyschools.us; david.gilliam@madison.kyschools.us; 
scott.helton@magoffin.kyschools.us; taylora.schlosser@marion.kyschools.us; trent.lovett@marshall.kyschools.us; 
larry.james@martin.kyschools.us; rick.ross@mason.kyschools.us; joe.henderson@mayfield.kyschools.us; 
steven.carter@mccracken.kyschools.us; corey.keith@mccreary.kyschools.us; 
tommy.burrough@mclean.kyschools.us; Mark.martin@meade.kyschools.us; tim.spencer@menifee.kyschools.us; 
dennis.davis@mercer.kychools.us; josh.hurt@metcalfe.kyschools.us; waylon.allen@mboro.kyschools.us; 
john.williamson@eku.edu; amy.thompson@monroe.kyschools.us; 
matthew.thompson@montgomery.kyschools.us; thomas.potter@morgan.kyschools.us; 
robert.davis@muhlenberg.kyschools.us; coy.samons@murray.kyschools.us; wes.bradley@nelson.kyschools.us; 
tony.watts@newport.kyschools.us; doug.bechanan@nicholas.kyschools.us; seth.southard@ohio.kyschools.us; 
greg.schultz@oldham.kyschools.us; robert.stafford@owen.kyschools.us; 
Matthew.constant@owensboro.kyschools.us; tim.bobrowski@owsley.kyschools.us; 
donald.shively@paducah.kyschools.us; david.gibson@paintsville.kyschools.us; 
Stephen.mccauley@paris.kyschools.us; joe.buerkley@pendleton.kyschools.us; jonathan.jett@perry.kyschools.us; 
reed.adkins@pike.kyschools.us; david.trimble@pikeville.kyschools.us; russell.thompson@pineville.kyschools.us; 
anthony.orr@powell.kyschools.us; patrick.richardson@pulaski.kyschools.us; 
larry.coldiron@raceland.kyschools.us; sanford.holbrook@robertson.kyschools.us; 
carrie.ballinger@rockcastle.kyschools.us; john.maxey@rowan.kyschools.us; michael.ford@russell.kyschools.us; 
sean.horne@russellind.kyschools.us; Leon.smith@russellville.kyschools.us; 
jimmy.dyehouse@sciencehill.kyschools.us; kevin.hub@scott.kyschools.us; Sally.sugg@shelby.kyschools.us; 
tim.schlosser@simpson.kyschools.us; kyle.lively@somerset.kyschools.us; greg.duty@southgate.kyschools.us; 
charles.adams@spencer.kyschools.us; charles.higdon@taylor.kyschools.us; mark.thomas@todd.kyschools.us; 
bill.thorpe@trigg.kyschools.us; jessica.wilcoxson@trimble.kyschools.us; patricia.sheffer@union.kyschools.us; 
matt.baker@wv.kyschools.us; rob.clayton@warren.kyschools.us; robin.cochran@washington.kyschools.us; 
wayne.roberts@wayne.kyschools.us; rhonda.callaway@webster.kyschools.us; john.siler@whitley.kyschools.us; 
Tim.melton@wburg.kyschools.us; misty.middleton@williamstown.kyschools.us; kenny.bell@wolfe.kyschools.us; 
scott.hawkins@woodford.kyschools.us 


Cc: Starkey, Sylvia - Division of Learning Service (sylvia.starkey@education.ky.gov) 
Subject: Action Needed: Alternate Assessment Participation Assurance Form as required for the Federal 1% Alternate 


Assessment Participation Waiver Request 
Date: Friday, August 14, 2020 3:07:00 PM 
Attachments: image003.png 


Dear Superintendent, 
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The Kentucky Department of Education (KDE) is seeking to extend the 1% alternate 
assessment participation cap waiver for the 2020-2021 school year, previously received from 
the Secretary for the United States Department of Education based on the requirements set 
forth at 34 C.F.R. 200.6 (c)(2) limiting the total number of students in the state participating in 
the alternate assessment. The KDE anticipates that the State may exceed the 1.0 percent 
alternate assessment threshold in reading/language arts, mathematics, and science for the 
2020-2021 school year. 


As part of that waiver, the state is required to: 


“take steps to support and provide appropriate oversight to each LEA that the State 
anticipates will assess more than 1.0 percent of its assessed students in a given subject 
in a school year using an alternate assessment aligned with alternate academic 
achievement standards to ensure that only students with the most significant cognitive 
disabilities take an alternate assessment aligned with alternate academic achievement 
standards.” 


To assist KDE with the waiver request and ensure all districts are complying with federal and 
state regulations for alternate assessment participation, all districts will be required to 
complete an assurance form for the 2020-2021 school year. 


Please complete the 1% CAP on Alternate Assessment Participation Assurance Form by no 
later than Friday, August 21, 2019. This verifies Admission and Release Committees (ARC) 
in your district are following the Alternate Assessment Participation Guidelines when making 
assessment participation decisions, all ARC Chairpersons have completed the required 
alternate assessment participation training modules, parents of students with the most 
significant cognitive disabilities have been informed of the implications of participation in the 
alternate assessment, and your district has addressed any disproportionality in the percentage 
of students in any subgroup taking the alternate assessment. 


As we continue moving forward with implementation of the Every Student Succeeds Act 
(ESSA) as it applies to students with disabilities, the KDE will continue working closely with 
the special education division of your regional cooperative, local districts, and other partners 
to ensure the full understanding and implementation of the state and federal requirements. 


We have sent a copy of this email to the DoSE in your district as well. 


If you have any questions about this process, please contact me at (502) 564-4970 ext. 4124 or 
at tania.sharp@education.ky.gov. 


Thank you, 


Tania M. Sharp
Exceptional Children Consultant
Individual Programming Branch
Division of IDEA Monitoring & Results
Office of Special Education & Early Learning 


Kentucky Department of Education 



https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSd1cWQclwuqZiL3eu_r8lJvqJZr5AKz0hhORksfONoXB32UgA/viewform

https://education.ky.gov/specialed/excep/instresources/Documents/KY_Alternate_Assessment_Participation_Guidelines_Documentation_Form.pdf

mailto:tania.sharp@education.ky.gov





 


 
 


 
 
 


300 Sower Blvd., 4th Floor 
Frankfort, KY 40601
(502) 564-4970, ext. 4124 | Fax (502) 564-6470
Email: tania.sharp@education.ky.gov 


In response to the COVID-19 crisis, our focus at the Kentucky Department of Education is 
three-fold – Educate, Feed and Support. We are committed to providing guidance and 
solutions that focus on educating and feeding our children and providing support to our 
districts. For more information about KDE’s response to COVID-19, visit: 
http://bit.ly/KDEcovid19. Questions? You can call (502) 892-6968 or e-mail 
covid19@education.ky.gov. #TeamKDE #TeamKentucky 


This email may contain confidential data or information and is intended solely for the use of
the individual or entity to whom it is addressed. If you are not the named addressee you
should not disseminate, distribute, or copy this e-mail, and you are requested to notify the
sender immediately. 



mailto:tania.sharp@education.ky.gov

http://bit.ly/KDEcovid19

mailto:covid19@education.ky.gov










2019-2020 Statewide trainings and meetings where disproportionality was discussed. 


Beginning of Year (BOY) Trainings August 21 & 23, 2019  
September 11, 13, 19, 20, & 27, 2019  
October 18, 2019 


End of Year (EOY) Trainings May 14, 2020 
Director of Special Education Institute September 3-4, 2019 
Council for Exceptional Children Conference November 24-26, 2019 


 


CCEIS Trainings  
2/8/20 Winter CCEIS Statewide Update 
4/17/20 CCEIS Spring Statewide Update 
7/15-17, 2020 KDE CCEIS New District Training 
7/20-21, 2020 KDE CCEIS Intermediate District Training 
7/30/20 KDE CCEIS Experienced District Training 


 


CCEIS Meetings  
2/13/20 Kenton County CCEIS 18 19 Review Meeting 
2/20/20 Knott County CCEIS Visit 
3/10/20 Floyd Co. CCEIS/MOE Meeting 
3/20/20 Oldham Co CCEIS 
3/27/20 Breathitt Co. CCEIS 


 








Summary of Cooperative Alternate Assessment Meetings and Trainings for 2019-2020 


WKEC Summary of Alternate Assessment Regional Support 2019-2020 


Date Type of Activity 
7/17/2019 How to Embed Communication in 


Instruction of Academics (Alternate 
Assessment Standards) 


7/19/2019 Instructional Coaching 
7/22/2019 How to Embed Communication in 


Instruction of Academics (Alternate 
Assessment Standards) Day 1 


7/23/2019 How to Embed Communication in 
Instruction of Academics (Alternate 


Assessment Standards) Day 2 
7/25/2019 Standards Instruction  (MSD Bootcamp 


Session) 
7/26/2019 Standards Instruction (MSD Bootcamp 


Session) 
8/20/2019 Instructional Coaching 
9/6/2019 Instructional Coaching 
9/10/2019 Instructional Coaching 
9/11/2019 Beginner Teacher AA Administration 


Training 
9/19/2019 Instructional Coaching 
10/18/2019 Standards Based Unit Planning (MSD 


Bootcamp) 
12/2/2019 Instructional Coaching 
1/15/2020 Instructional Coaching 
1/30/2020 Instructional Coaching 
2/27/2020 Instructional Coaching 
3/3/2020 Instructional Coaching 
3/5/2020 AA Follow Up Work Session 
8/8/2019 AA Record Review 
8/12/2019 AA Record Review 
8/23/2019 AA Record Review 
11/18/2019 AA Record Review 
11/21/2019 AA Record Review 
1/23/2019 AA Record Review 
2/4/2019 AA Record Review 
2/21/2019 AA Record Review 
3/4/2019 AA Record Review 
7/30/2019 Participation Guideline Professional 


Learning 
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Summary of Cooperative Alternate Assessment Meetings and Trainings for 2019-2020 
 
 


Date Type of Activity 
8/5/2019 Participation Guideline Review 
8/22/2019 Participation Guideline Review 
9/26/2019 MSD Coaches CoP -Participation Guideline 


Review 
11/20/2019 MSD Coaches CoP- Record Review and Data 


analysis 
2/17/2020 Participation Guideline Review 
8/4/2019 CCR-AA Participation Update 
8/19/2019 CCR-AA Participation Update 
9/6/2019 CCR-AA Participation Update 
9/12/2019 CCR-AA Participation Update 
9/24/2019 CCR-AA Coaching Visit 
10/22/2019 CCR-AA Coaching Visit 
11/1/2019 CCR-AA Coaching Visit 
11/7/2019 CCR-AA Coaching Visit 
11/15/2019 CCR-AA Coaching Visit 
2/26/2019 CCR-AA Coaching Visit 
3/4/2019 CCR-AA Coaching Visit 


 
 


OVEC Summary of Alternate Assessment Regional Support 2019-2020 
 


Date Training  
07/24/19 Regional ARC Chairs and MSD Teachers, Participation Guidelines for 


AA  
07/29/19 Grant Co. ARC Chairs and MSD Teachers, Participation Guidelines for 


AA 
08/06/19  Trimble Co. ARC Chairs and MSD Teachers, Participation Guidelines 


for AA 
08/22/19 Spencer Co. MSD Teachers, Participation Guidelines for AA 
08/22/19 Emailed directors to review emails regarding AA Data reviews 
08/30/19 Grant Co. ARC Chairs and MSD Teachers, Participation Guidelines for 


AA 
09/10/2019 Regional New ARC Chairs and New MSD Teachers, Participation 


Guidelines for AA 
09/19/2019 Franklin Co. ARC Chairs and MSD Teachers, Participation Guidelines 


for AA 
02/28/20 Shelby Co. reviewed data regarding AA participation data (internal 


district audit)     
05/14/20 Bullitt Co. MSD Teachers, Participation Guidelines for AA 
07/30/20 Eminence Indep. MSD Teachers, Participation Guidelines for AA 
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Summary of Cooperative Alternate Assessment Meetings and Trainings for 2019-2020 
 
 


Date Training  
08/03/20 Emailed directors (Bullitt and Shelby) to review emails regarding AA 


Data reviews 
 


CKEC Summary of Alternate Assessment Regional Support 2019-2020 
 


Dates Event 
1/24/2019 Regional AA Overview 


3/4/2019 Woodford County HS support 
preparing for AA 


4/10/2019 Montgomery Cty Schools - AAAF 


6/12/2019 
AA Data Review for DoSES at 
CKEC, in collaboration with Sally 
Miracle 


9/5/2019 AA Overview Mulit District 
Training 


9/18/2019 Woodford County District AA 
Overview 


9/19/2019 Montgomery Cty Schools - AA 
Overivew 


10/7/2019 Montgmery Cty - Participation 
Guidelines @ Mapleton 


10/15/2019  Marion Cty - AA Overview 
10/23/2019  Woodford Cty - AAAF 


11/1/2019 Marion Cty -Participation 
Guidelines 


11/6/2019 Woodford County - AA Overview 


3/11/2019 Montgmery Cty - Participation 
Guidelines @ Mapleton 


June 25 and August 5, 2020 Participation Guidelines training - 
multi district 


July 27, August 4 and August 5, 
2020 AA Overview Q and A Sessions 


July and Augusut, 2020 
Sent out emails with info on the 


Coop AA Overview Self Paced 
Module 


August, 2020 Email DoSE about 1% modules 


Monthly Each DoSE meeting I provide an 
AA update 


school year 2020 - 2021 
CKEC will be providing monthly 


drop in office hours for Math and 
ELA 
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Summary of Cooperative Alternate Assessment Meetings and Trainings for 2019-2020 
 
 


Dates Event 
CKEC will be hosting monthly AA 


Virtual Work Sessions 
Monthly Virtual Distance Learning 
Support Sessions for teachers of 


students with Moderate to Severe 
Disabilities 


Will be providing support to DoSE 
based on the AA Audit Feedback 


from KDE 
As more of the Coop Trainings 
become avaialbe CKEC will be 


scheduling more sessions 
 


GLEC Summary of Alternate Assessment Regional Support 2019-2020 


• Multisensory Approach to Teaching Standards for MSD  (2x face-to-face)                         
• Transition Cohort                                                                                                  
• Specially Designed Instruction for MSD (DoSE Webinar Series) 
• Alternate Assessment Training     (3x face-to-face, 1x self-


paced)                                                                           
• Transition 101: Beyond Compliance   (2x face-to-face)                 


SE-SC Summary of Alternate Assessment Regional Support 2019-2020 


Date Training  
04/9/19 Laurel Co. ARC Chairs & MSD Teachers, Participation Guidelines for 


AA  
06/12/19 AA Data Review for DoSES at CKEC, in collaboration with Sally Miracle 
07/09/19  Repeat of AA Data Review for DoSEs at SCES, in collaboration with 


Sally Miracle.  Cancelled due to lack of interest.   
08/22/2020 Participation Guidelines for AA for DoSES (during monthly DoSE 


Meeting)  
08/2019  Emailed districts who received Data Verification Report, offered 


training and coaching support.   No districts accepted.   
09/19/2019 Participation Guidelines for AA, Regional (scheduled after school) 


Cancelled due to low registration  
10/15/2019 Participation Guidelines for AA, Regional (scheduled during school) 


Cancelled due to low registration  
2/20/2020  Participation Guidelines for AA for new DoSES.  
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Summary of Cooperative Alternate Assessment Meetings and Trainings for 2019-2020 
 
 


Date Training  
02/2020  Emailed districts offering support to the districts who requested 


follow up support on the Justification Survey.  2 districts replied, one 
district is scheduled for September 3rd.   


4/29/2020  Follow up email from February.    
06/08/2020 Posted self-paced Participation Guidelines Training.  As of 


08/14/2020, 59 people have completed the module with the majority 
being from Knox County.  (advertised by Regional DoSE via email)  


08/10/2020 Emailed DoSEs informing them of the Self-Paced Module and training 
plan to address compliance errors related to Data Verfication 
Reports.   


08/27/2020 Explain training options to DoSEs during DoSE meeting.   
10/14/2020 Districts who received Data Verification Report: Train DoSEs on 


compliance errors found in our region.  Focus on writing a solid 
Present Levels to support decisions on Participation Guidelines 


11/10/2020 Regional training for teachers who had folders with compliance 
errors related to the Data Verfication Report.  Training and Coaching 
as follow up to 10/14 session with DoSEs.   


February 2021 Regional Training, date / time TBA 
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2020-2021 Alternate Assessment Participation Waiver Work Timeline 


KDE:OSEEL:DIMR Attachment # 


2020-2021 Timeline Dates 
Kentucky waiver request out for public 
comment 


October 19 – 30, 2020 


CCEIS Quarterly Cadre Meetings October 19 and 21, 2020 
Beginning of Year Training Videos October 2020 
CEIS/CCEIS Program Consultation Meetings October 1, 25  
Statement of Considerations: 


• Must respond to all public comments 
(ongoing during public comment period) 


• Review and made edits to waiver plan 
based on public comment 


November 2, 2020 


KDE Meeting to plan Alternate Assessment and 
Diploma Advisory Group meetings and agendas 


November 4, 2020 


Kentucky waiver needs to be submitted to OSEP 
• Must be submitted 90 days prior to 


assessment 
• Tentative start date is February 15, 2021 


November 17, 2020 


Post waiver sent to OSEP to KDE Website November 19, 2020 
AADAG Meeting November 19, 2020 
AADAG Meeting December 3, 2020 
AADAG Meeting December 10, 2020 
AADAG Meeting December 15, 2020 
Beginning of Year Trainings  
DIMR Data Review: 


• District LCI data 
• 18-19 Benchmark Report 
• Monitoring proposal for 2020-2021 


December 2020 


District Justifications – based on AA eligibility in 
IEPs (no assessment data available) 


December 2020-January 2022 


CCEIS Quarterly Cadre Meetings January 20 and 25, 2021 
CEIS/CCEIS Program Consultation Meetings January 25, 2021 
AADAG Meeting TBD February 
Desk Review of AA Participation Spring 2021 
CCEIS Quarterly Cadre Meetings April 19 and 21, 2021 
CEIS/CCEIS Program Consultation Meetings April 25 and June 30, 2021 
AADAG Meeting TBD – Discuss results of review 
End of Year Training TBD April 2021 
CCEIS Quarterly Cadre Meetings TBD July 2021 
CEIS/CCEIS Program Consultation Meetings July 25 2021 


  








 


 


 


 


 


 
 


 
              


            
             
         


        
  


 


From: Sharp, Tania - Division of IDEA Monitoring and Results 
To: Grable, Patty - WKEC; Karsner, Ramona; Brookins, Connie -SESC Coop; Davis, Kelly - (GRREC); Becky Nixon 


NKCES; Little, Stephanie; Christel Bogar; Brenda Combs - KVEC; Bronger, Latricia 
Cc: Starkey, Sylvia - Division of Learning Service (sylvia.starkey@education.ky.gov) 
Subject: Update on AA Participation Guidelines Annual Review Module and Course of Study for Alternative High School 


Diploma 
Date: Tuesday, August 18, 2020 1:24:00 PM 
Attachments: Alternate Assessment Participation Training Modules Plan.pdf 
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Good Afternoon Cooperative Directors, 


Just a couple quick updates. 


The alternate assessment annual review training module has been updated. Each year, we will work 
with the UK HDI to update the Annual Review module in order for districts to have staff complete it 
annually (no specific timeline) and be able to get an updated certificate of completion. The new 
updated module is titled “KDE 201: Annual Review Guidance for Alternate Assessment Participation 
(2020-2021 version).” I have also included below the email we sent out last year with the list of 
modules and who needs to take them. I have also attached the module plan document too. 


Secondly, the “Course of Study Leading to the Alternative High School Diploma” has been added 
back to the KDE webpage. It is located under Additional Resources on the Alternate K-PREP Training 
and Instructional Resources page of the KDE website. 


Please share this information with your districts. 


Thank you all the hard work you and the cooperative staff continue to do to support KDE, our 
districts and our students. 


Tania M. Sharp
Exceptional Children Consultant
Individual Programming Branch
Division of IDEA Monitoring & Results
Office of Special Education & Early Learning 


Kentucky Department of Education 
300 Sower Blvd., 4th Floor 
Frankfort, KY 40601
(502) 564-4970, ext. 4124 | Fax (502) 564-6470
Email: tania.sharp@education.ky.gov 


In response to the COVID-19 crisis, our focus at the Kentucky Department of Education is 
three-fold – Educate, Feed and Support. We are committed to providing guidance and 
solutions that focus on educating and feeding our children and providing support to our 
districts. For more information about KDE’s response to COVID-19, visit: 
http://bit.ly/KDEcovid19. Questions? You can call (502) 892-6968 or e-mail 
covid19@education.ky.gov. #TeamKDE #TeamKentucky 
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Alternate Assessment 
Training Modules











Participation for Alternate 
Assessment (P4AA) Plan



 Statewide Online Training Modules
● Administrators track
● Educator track
● Annual Review Module (new)



 Regional Cooperative Trainings
● ARC simulation with student case scenarios
● Professional learning around students with 



significant cognitive disabilities
● Differentiated learning and Inclusion 2





https://www.hdilearning.org/?woo_category=561








P4AA Project Module Training 
Outline
 Statewide Online Training Modules



● Administrators track (DoSE, School Admins) –
completed only once
Modules 1, 2, 4, & 5
ARC Chairpersons – Module 2



● Educator track (Special Education Teachers, Related 
Service Providers) – completed only once
Modules 3 & 4



 Annual Review Module (DoSE, School Admins, ARC 
Chairpersons, Special Education Teachers, Related 
Service Providers) – Completed Annually
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Presenter


Presentation Notes


All training modules related to alternate assessment participation are provided through the University of Kentucky Human Development Institute webpage on the Learning Management System. A required certificate of completion is provided after completing the module post-quiz. Please keep the certificates for your records to be made available as needed.Once the ARC members have completed the required modules (based on the outline attached) and have obtained their certificate, they do not need to take Modules 1, 2, 3, 4, and 5 again each year. Any new DoSE, new ARC Chairpersons, new special education teachers and related service providers (who have students eligible for the alternate assessment or who will be discussing alternate assessment participation), who have not previously completed the modules, are required to complete the original modules 1-5 as outlined in the attachment.











Example



 John - special education teacher - completed all 
required modules (3 and 4) in February 2018. 



 John does not need to complete the original 
modules (modules 3 and 4) annually. 



 John completed the original modules required.
 John will need to complete the new Annual Review 



Guidance for Alternate Assessment Participation 
module next year.
● The purpose of the annual module is to be an annual 



refresher course on understanding and implementing 
the participation guidelines each year. 
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Presenter


Presentation Notes


There is no set time limit on taking and completing the modules. For example, if a new ARC Chairperson completed module 2 on June 3, 2019, they do not need to take the annual review module until next year. Districts may set up their own timeline or required date of completion. The state does not require a specific “date” of completion (there was a date the first year they were released). The module completions are used for keeping staff up to date on the information and for documenting evidence of training for the waiver requirements. 











Administrators Track Educators Track



• Focuses on:
• How what I see and  



collect in the classroom  
informs how my student  
participates in KY  
assessments. (Module 3)



• How what I see and  
collect in the classroom  
informs the completion of  
the LCI (Module 4)



Annual Review for ARC Members 
Module (NEW)*



• Focuses on:
• How my LEA fits into the



bigger picture. (Modules 1
and 5)



• Refresher module focuses on:
• How to complete the



participation guidelines.



• How my LEA stays  
compliant with state  
expectations. (Modules 2 and  
4)



• How what I see and collect  
in the classroom informs  
how my student participate  
in KY assessments.



• How what I see and collect  
in the classroom informs the  
completion of the LCI



Participation for Alternate Assessment (P4AA) Project 
Module Training Outline











Understand Your 
LEAs Alternate 



Assessment 
Population in 



Relation to the Cap



• Data Sources that  
could be used



• LEA comparisons



• Red Flags to explore



Completing the  
Learner  



Characteristics  
Inventory



• Purpose & Use



• Guidance on  
answering each  
question



Preparing for ARC -
Participation  



Guidelines



• Defining a  
Significant Cognitive  
Disability



• How students  
participate in KY  
Assessments



• Accommodation vs.  
Modification



• How to prepare to  
answer the  
Participation
Guidelines’ 4  
Criterions



Completing the  
Participation  



Guidelines



• Defining a  
Significant Cognitive  
Disability



• How students  
participate in KY  
Assessments



• Accommodation vs.  
Modification



• How to use the  
Participation  
Guidelines for  
determination



The KY 1% Alternate
Assessment Waiver



• Change in Reporting  
Requirement



• Communicating w/
District Staff



Module 5Module 4Module 1 Module 2 Module 3



Learning Management System: Modules Training Outline











Understand Your 
LEAs Alternate 



Assessment 
Population in 



Relation to the Cap



• Data Sources that  
could be used



• LEA comparisons



• Red Flags to explore



*Keep Certificates of  
Completion for your  



records



Completing the 
Learner 



Characteristics 
Inventory



• Purpose & Use



• Guidance on  
answering each  
question



Preparing for ARC -
Participation 



Guidelines



• Defining a  
Significant Cognitive  
Disability



• How students  
participate in KY  
Assessments



• Accommodation vs.  
Modification



• How to prepare to  
answer the  
Participation
Guidelines’ 4  
Criterions



Completing the 
Participation 



Guidelines



• Defining a  
Significant Cognitive  
Disability



• How students  
participate in KY  
Assessments



• Accommodation vs.
Modification



• How to use the  
Participation  
Guidelines for  
determination



The KY 1% Alternate
Assessment Waiver



• Change in Reporting  
Requirement



• Communicating w/
District Staff



Module 5Module 4Module 1 Module 2 Module 3



Learning Management System: P4AA 1% Training Modules 
Each DOSE in the state must successfully complete  



(modules in green):











Understand Your 
LEAs Alternate 



Assessment 
Population in 



Relation to the Cap



• Data Sources that  
could be used



• LEA comparisons



• Red Flags to explore



Must complete prior to  
chairing an ARC



*Keep Certificates of  
Completion for your records



Completing the 
Learner 



Characteristics 
Inventory



• Purpose & Use



• Guidance on  
answering each  
question



Preparing for ARC -
Participation 



Guidelines



• Defining a  
Significant Cognitive  
Disability



• How students  
participate in KY  
Assessments



• Accommodation vs.  
Modification



• How to prepare to  
answer the  
Participation
Guidelines’ 4  
Criterions



Completing the 
Participation 



Guidelines



• Defining a  
Significant Cognitive  
Disability



• How students  
participate in KY  
Assessments



• Accommodation vs.
Modification



• How to use the  
Participation  
Guidelines for  
determination



The KY 1% Alternate
Assessment Waiver



• Change in Reporting  
Requirement



• Communicating w/
District Staff



Module 5Module 4Module 1 Module 2 Module 3



Each ARC chair in the state must successfully complete (all modules in yellow):
Learning Management System: P4AA 1% Training Modules











*Keep Certificates of  
Completion for your records



Understand Your 
LEAs Alternate 



Assessment 
Population in 



Relation to the Cap



• Data Sources that  
could be used



• LEA comparisons



• Red Flags to explore



Completing the 
Learner 



Characteristics 
Inventory



• Purpose & Use



• Guidance on  
answering each  
question



Preparing for ARC -
Participation 



Guidelines



• Defining a  
Significant Cognitive  
Disability



• How students  
participate in KY  
Assessments



• Accommodation vs.  
Modification



• How to prepare to  
answer the  
Participation
Guidelines’ 4  
Criterions



Completing the 
Participation 



Guidelines



• Defining a  
Significant Cognitive  
Disability



• How students  
participate in KY  
Assessments



• Accommodation vs.
Modification



• How to use the  
Participation  
Guidelines for  
determination



The KY 1% Alternate
Assessment Waiver



• Change in Reporting  
Requirement



• Communicating w/
District Staff



Module 5Module 4Module 1 Module 2 Module 3



Each SPED Teacher in the state must successfully complete (all modules in purple):
Learning Management System: P4AA 1% Training Modules











*Keep Certificates of  
Completion for your records



Refresher module for all ARC  
members who have completed  



all required modules in  
Administrators Track or  
Educators Track (slide 1)



Preparing and Completing - Participation 
Guidelines



• Defining a Significant Cognitive Disability



• How students participate in KY Assessments



• Accommodation vs. Modification



• How to prepare to answer the Participation  
Guidelines’ 4 Criterions



• How to use the Participation Guidelines for  
determination



Learning Management System:
Annual Review for ARC Members Module











For More Information



 Please Contact:
Tania M. Sharp
Exceptional Children Consultant
Division of IDEA Monitoring & Results
Office of Special Education & Early Learning
(502) 564-4970, ext. 4124 
Email: tania.sharp@education.ky.gov
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			Alternate Assessment Training Modules


			Participation for Alternate Assessment (P4AA) Plan


			P4AA Project Module Training Outline


			Example


			Participation for Alternate Assessment (P4AA) Project  Module Training Outline


			Learning Management System: Modules Training Outline


			Learning Management System: P4AA 1% Training Modules  Each DOSE in the state must successfully complete  (modules in green):
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			Learning Management System: P4AA 1% Training Modules
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This email may contain confidential data or information and is intended solely for the use of
the individual or entity to whom it is addressed. If you are not the named addressee you
should not disseminate, distribute, or copy this e-mail, and you are requested to notify the
sender immediately. 


To support districts in understanding and implementing the guidelines, the KDE in partnership
with the University of Kentucky, local administrators and regional cooperative personnel,
have revised the original training modules and also developed a new refresher module. All
modules are provided through the University of Kentucky Human Development Institute
webpage on the Learning Management System. Instructions on how to register for each
module is in the attached “Instructions for Registering” document. 


Module 1: Change in reporting requirements and communicating with district staff 
Module 2: Completing the participation guidelines 
Module 3: Preparing for ARC to complete the participation guidelines 
Module 4: Completing the Learner Characteristics Inventory 
Module 5: Understanding your districts alternate assessment population in relation to
the 1% cap 
Annual Review Guidance for Alternate Assessment Participation 


Once the ARC members have completed the required modules and have obtained their 
certificate, they do not need to take Modules 1, 2, 3, 4, and 5 again each year. For example: 
special education teacher, John Doe, completed all required modules (3 and 4) in February 
2018. John Doe does not need to complete the 5 original modules annually. Those who have 
completed the original modules required will need to complete the new Annual Review 
Guidance for Alternate Assessment Participation module. The purpose of the module is to be a 
refresher course on understanding and implementing the participation guidelines each year. 
The KDE recommends that all ARC members complete the Annual Review for ARC 
Members Module annually. 


Any new DoSE, new ARC Chairpersons and new special education teachers (who have 
students eligible for the alternate assessment or who will be discussing alternate assessment 
participation), who have not previously completed the modules, are required to complete the 
original modules 1-5 as outlined in the attachment.
The attachment describes the content of each module and is color-coded to show who is 
required to complete each module. A required certificate of completion is provided after
completing the module post-quiz. Please keep the certificates for your records to be made
available as needed. 
For more information on how to assign mdoules to staff and track completion, please visit the
Group Management Feature page on the UK HDI website. 


Tania M. Sharp
Exceptional Children Consultant
Individual Programming Branch
Division of IDEA Monitoring & Results 



https://nam11.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.hdilearning.org%2Fcourse-catalog%2F%3Fwoo_category%3D432&data=02%7C01%7Ctania.sharp%40education.ky.gov%7Cdee2a826e7814f4cae3a08d843963b76%7C9360c11f90e64706ad0025fcdc9e2ed1%7C0%7C0%7C637333659816692532&sdata=RrG5ePKwsdK8qOShCvj10%2FWOCH4W7OLDCYbdbUlIYYo%3D&reserved=0

https://nam11.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.hdilearning.org%2Fcourse-catalog%2F%3Fwoo_category%3D432&data=02%7C01%7Ctania.sharp%40education.ky.gov%7Cdee2a826e7814f4cae3a08d843963b76%7C9360c11f90e64706ad0025fcdc9e2ed1%7C0%7C0%7C637333659816692532&sdata=RrG5ePKwsdK8qOShCvj10%2FWOCH4W7OLDCYbdbUlIYYo%3D&reserved=0
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Office of Special Education & Early Learning 


Kentucky Department of Education 
300 Sower Blvd., 4th Floor 
Frankfort, KY 40601
(502) 564-4970, ext. 4124 | Fax (502) 564-6470
Email: tania.sharp@education.ky.gov 


In response to the COVID-19 crisis, our focus at the Kentucky Department of Education is 
three-fold – Educate, Feed and Support. We are committed to providing guidance and 
solutions that focus on educating and feeding our children and providing support to our 
districts. For more information about KDE’s response to COVID-19, visit: 
http://bit.ly/KDEcovid19. Questions? You can call (502) 892-6968 or e-mail 
covid19@education.ky.gov. #TeamKDE #TeamKentucky 


This email may contain confidential data or information and is intended solely for the use of
the individual or entity to whom it is addressed. If you are not the named addressee you
should not disseminate, distribute, or copy this e-mail, and you are requested to notify the
sender immediately. 
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Disproportionality of Students Participating in Alternate Assessment against Alternate Academic Standards (AA-AAAS) By Subgroup & Content Area 
 


KDE/OSEEL/DIMR  Based on 2018-2019 School Year Assessment Data 


Sub-group 
Disproportionality 


Reading 
(Elem/Middle/High) 


Math 
(Elem/Middle/High) 


Writing 
(Elem/Middle/High) 


Science 
(Elem/Middle/High) 


Social Studies 
(Elem/Middle) 


White Students Participating in 
Alternate Assessment 1.04 0.60 1.08 1.03 1.10 


African American Students 
Participating in Alternate 
Assessment 


1.21 1.18 1.23 1.28 1.19 


Hispanic Students Participating in 
Alternate Assessment 0.71 0.74 0.67 0.77 0.66 


Asian Students Participating in 
Alternate Assessment 1.02 0.92 0.62 0.93 0.78 


American Indian/Alaskan Native 
Students Participating in Alternate 
Assessment 


0.83 0.83 0.98 1.35 0.76 


Pacific Islander Students 
Participating in Alternate 
Assessment 


0.57 0.57 0.00 0.96 0.00 


Students of Two or More Races 
Participating in Alternate 
Assessment 


0.83 0.82 0.85 0.77 0.84 


Free or Reduced Eligible Students 
Participating in Alternate 
Assessment 


3.20 3.20 3.18 3.09 3.27 


English Learners Students 
Participating in Alternate 
Assessment 


1.39 1.38 1.69 1.31 1.81 


Migrant Students Participating in 
Alternate Assessment 1.00 0.94 1.35 1.50 1.22 


Homeless Students Participating 
in Alternate Assessment 0.55 1.33 1.70 1.29 1.62 


Male Students Participating in 
Alternate Assessment 1.93 1.96 1.93 1.80 2.00 


Female Students Participating in 
Alternate Assessment 0.52 0.51 0.52 0.54 0.50 


 








Kentucky Alternate Assessment
Alternate K-PREP


2020-2021 Changes and Significant Dates


1OAA: DAAS:KO: Kentucky Alternate Assessment Changes 
2020-2021







Changes Beginning in 2020
 Alternate Assessment and Accountability Folder 


(AAAF) no longer a state requirement (remains 
optional at the district level).


 Social Studies at high school will be 
administered at grade 11 along with writing, 
science and the Transition Attainment Record 
(TAR). Grade 12 may now focus on transition 
opportunities for students on the Kentucky 
Alternate Assessment. The TAR will still be 
available at grades 12 and 14.


2OAA: DAAS:KO: Kentucky Alternate Assessment 
Changes 2020-2021







Timeline for 2020-2021
Fall 2020: Instruction Only
 Introduction to Kentucky Academic Standards 


and Alternate Assessment Targets
 No assessment in November due to impact 


COVID-19 on schools and districts from March to 
August.


Spring 2021: Operational Field Test
 Two windows to be provided between mid-


February and the end of the school year.
3OAA: DAAS:KO: Kentucky Alternate Assessment 


Changes 2020-2021







Reasons for Operational Field Test
 Due to COVID- 19 timelines, students enrolled in 


the Kentucky Alternate Assessment were 
unable to complete field testing in spring 2020.


 Operational field tests have been effectively 
used across the nation by many states.


 Operational field tests have not been a 
traditional measure in Kentucky; however, there 
have been successful assessments conducted 
in this manner during prior administrations on a 
smaller scale.


4OAA: DAAS:KO: Kentucky Alternate Assessment 
Changes 2020-2021







Alternate Assessment 2020-2021 
Operational Field Test
 Item development will occur during the summer 


and early fall of 2020. There will be multiple 
reviews conducted focused on alignment, content, 
bias, as well as additional internal and external 
edits and revisions.


 Operational Field Test Items
● Will be analyzed for use in 2020-2021 accountability
● Based on the Kentucky Academic Standards (KAS) 
● Aligned with the Alternate Assessment Targets 


released in May and June 2020
5OAA: DAAS:KO: Kentucky Alternate Assessment 


Changes 2020-2021







DATE EVENT
October 5 Transition Attainment Record  (TAR) Training Begins
October 5 TAR Administration Begins
November 2 Alternate K-PREP Overview and Attainment Tasks  Combined 


Training Opens
February 1-5 Window 1 Materials Ship
February 10 Alternate K-PREP Overview and Attainment Tasks Combined 


Training Closes
February 15 Test Window 1 officially opens
February 15 Student Registration Database (SRD Opens for score entry 


Window 1 and TAR) 
March 26 Test Window 1 officially closes (last day to administer tasks)
March 29-April 2


or


April 5-9


Materials ship for Test Window 2


April 19 Test Window 2 Officially Opens
May 28 Test Window 2 Officially Closes (last day to administer tasks)
May 28 TAR Administration Ends
June 4 Last Day to enter scores in SRD (Test Window 2 and TAR )


2020-2021 
Kentucky 
Alternate 


Assessment 
Calendar


6OAA: DAAS:KO: Kentucky Alternate Assessment 
Changes 2020-2021
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News Release 


 
Media Contact: Toni Konz Tatman 
Chief Communications Officer 
Office: (502) 564-2000, ext. 4602 
Cell: (502) 229-1915 
toni.tatman@education.ky.gov 
Advisory 20-324 
  
Oct. 20, 2020 
Public comment sought on proposed alternate assessment waiver 
 
(FRANKFORT, KY) – The Kentucky Department of Education (KDE) is seeking public 
comment on its request to the U.S. Department of Education (USED) to extend its waiver on 
the number of students tested using alternate assessments due to the COVID-19 crisis.  
 
The assessments are aligned with alternate academic achievement standards (AA-AAAS) on 
the annual statewide Kentucky Performance Rating for Educational Progress (K-PREP) test. 
 
Public comment will be taken Oct. 20, 2020, through Nov. 3, 2020. 
 
The Elementary and Secondary Education Act of 1965 (ESEA) - as amended by the Every 
Student Succeeds Act (ESSA), Section 1111(b)(2)(D) and its corresponding regulation 34 CFR 
200.6(c) and (d) - contains requirements for students with the most significant cognitive 
disabilities to participate in statewide testing through the use of AA-AAAS.   
 
According to federal law, no more than 1.0 percent of the total number of students participating 
in a statewide assessment such as K-PREP may take the alternate assessment in each subject 
area tested.  
 
In response to the pandemic, KDE applied for and was granted formal approval of the 
assessment waiver from the USED. The assessment waiver allowed Kentucky to bypass 
standardized testing and be relieved of the federal assessment, accountability and specific 
reporting requirements for the 2019-2020 school year. As a result of the school closures and 
subsequent waiver, the KDE does not have assessment data for the 2019-2020 school year. 
Therefore, KDE will rely on assessment data from the 2018-2019 school year in forecasting 
future participation in AA-AAAS.  
 
Data from the 2018-2019 school year shows that slightly more than 1.0 percent of Kentucky’s 
students participated in AA-AAAS. In accordance with 34 C.F.R. §200.6(c)(4), if a state 
anticipates it will exceed the cap with respect to any subject for which assessments are 
administered in any school year, the state may request that the U.S. secretary of education 
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waive the cap for the relevant subject for one year. KDE plans to submit a waiver request to 
USED in the areas of reading, mathematics and science. 
 
To receive an extended waiver, KDE must gather data on the characteristics of students 
participating in the alternate assessment to determine whether students who do not have 
significant cognitive disabilities are participating. Also, KDE must monitor alternate assessment 
data and request justification from all districts exceeding 1.0 percent participation in any 
subject. KDE will address any disproportionality in the percentage of students taking the 
alternate assessment. 
 
As a result of Kentucky’s waiver approval for the 2019-2020 school year, KDE, regional special 
education cooperatives and school districts have worked collaboratively to develop and 
implement guidance, training and monitoring to ensure only the students with the most significant 
cognitive disabilities are participating in the alternate assessment. The proposed waiver for 
alternate assessment participation that KDE will submit to USED details the progress made in 
2019-2020. 
 
The proposed waiver is available on KDE’s website. General information on Kentucky’s AA-
AAAS is available on KDE’s Alternate K-Prep webpage. 
 
The public may send written comments on the proposed waiver to Sylvia Starkey, Director, 
Division of IDEA Monitoring and Results, Office of Special Education and Early Learning, 
Kentucky Department of Education, 300 Sower Blvd., Fourth Floor, Frankfort, KY 40601. 
Comments also may be submitted by email to Sylvia.Starkey@education.ky.gov,  by telephone 
at (502) 564-4970 or by fax at (502) 564-4124. 
 


Kentucky Department of Education 


Subscriber Preferences | Unsubscribe | Help 


  
 



https://education.ky.gov/specialed/excep/instresources/Documents/2020-2021_Kentucky_Request_to_Extend_Waiver-Public_Notice_and_Comment_Period.pdf

https://education.ky.gov/AA/Assessments/kprep/Pages/Alternate-K-PREP.aspx

mailto:Sylvia.Starkey@education.ky.gov

mhtml:file://C:%5CUsers%5Ctsharp%5CAppData%5CLocal%5CMicrosoft%5CWindows%5CINetCache%5CContent.Outlook%5C042HVRIK%5Cemail%20(002).mht!https://lnks.gd/l/eyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJidWxsZXRpbl9saW5rX2lkIjoxMDcsInVyaSI6ImJwMjpjbGljayIsImJ1bGxldGluX2lkIjoiMjAyMDEwMjAuMjkwNDkyNjEiLCJ1cmwiOiJodHRwczovL3B1YmxpYy5nb3ZkZWxpdmVyeS5jb20vYWNjb3VudHMvS1lERS9zdWJzY3JpYmVyL2VkaXQ_cHJlZmVyZW5jZXM9dHJ1ZSN0YWIxIn0.CMmRZV9ZQJq94Bp8o5LhTE6CAIKHmlGSPrJ7AhrJNTc/s/947322834/br/87136156939-l

mhtml:file://C:%5CUsers%5Ctsharp%5CAppData%5CLocal%5CMicrosoft%5CWindows%5CINetCache%5CContent.Outlook%5C042HVRIK%5Cemail%20(002).mht!https://lnks.gd/l/eyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJidWxsZXRpbl9saW5rX2lkIjoxMDgsInF1ZXJ5X3BhcmFtcyI6WyJ2ZXJpZmljYXRpb24iLCJkZXN0aW5hdGlvbiJdLCJ1cmkiOiJicDI6Y2xpY2siLCJidWxsZXRpbl9pZCI6IjIwMjAxMDIwLjI5MDQ5MjYxIiwidXJsIjoiaHR0cHM6Ly9wdWJsaWMuZ292ZGVsaXZlcnkuY29tL2FjY291bnRzL0tZREUvc3Vic2NyaWJlci9vbmVfY2xpY2tfdW5zdWJzY3JpYmUifQ.xIJ9TUdQ_FuLUnxPJE7CxOlHW5ZpBNKRSQDETQ6BQjc/s/947322834/br/87136156939-l?verification=5.d7aa118828125a9a74f281e18533ae2c&destination=tania.sharp%40education.ky.gov

mhtml:file://C:%5CUsers%5Ctsharp%5CAppData%5CLocal%5CMicrosoft%5CWindows%5CINetCache%5CContent.Outlook%5C042HVRIK%5Cemail%20(002).mht!https://lnks.gd/l/eyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJidWxsZXRpbl9saW5rX2lkIjoxMDksInVyaSI6ImJwMjpjbGljayIsImJ1bGxldGluX2lkIjoiMjAyMDEwMjAuMjkwNDkyNjEiLCJ1cmwiOiJodHRwczovL3N1YnNjcmliZXJoZWxwLmdyYW5pY3VzLmNvbS9zL2FydGljbGUvU3Vic2NyaWJlci1IZWxwLUNlbnRlciJ9.FIJ-TKfwaboLNt1eZaB-ShFv8Doq_m70dG0Ut-fyJTs/s/947322834/br/87136156939-l



		News Release

		Public comment sought on proposed alternate assessment waiver





